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He’s a Little Kid 
In Bear Clothing 


By KEVIN LAMB 


eople look at Jim McMahon as 
| = a they've seen a painting of 

George Washington crossing the 
Delaware in a cabin cruiser. Something is 
not right with this picture. 

A star National Football League quar- 
terback is not supposed to watch more 
television than game film. He’s not sup- 
posed to be 6 feet tall with bad eyesight. 
He's not supposed to have marks on his 
helmet. 

A devoted family man is not supposed 
to wear Spiderman warmup tights to a na- 
tional news conference. He's not supposed 
to carry around a Styrofoam cup for to- 
bacco juice. He’s not supposed to have a 
bathroom-graffiti vocabulary. 

A team leader is not supposed to moon 
a helicopter. He’s not supposed to yell and 
throw things at the offensive linemen, let 
alone the head coach. He’s not supposed 
to wear sunglasses to the huddle during 
practice. 

If you're confused, McMahon has you 
where he wants you. Don’t feel bad, 
though. He does the same thing to NFL 
defenses. The one thing he likes better 
than proving points off the field is scoring 
them on the field. 

Through it all, there’s one point McMa- 
hon drives home like a sports car: People 
aren’t supposed to wear labels around 
their necks like artifacts at the natural 
history museum. 

“T was always pretty much my own per- 
son,” said McMahon, a catalyst for the 
Chicago Bears last season in their drive to 
the Super Bowl championship. “Even in 
Little League, I always did what I wanted 
to do. But I wasn't doing it to upset people. 
1 was doing it to show them there’s a dif- 


ferent way to do this, and why not try it? 

“No guts, no glory. I can accept it if I 
screw up. I understand. I made a mistake. 
Fine. But I think I'll make more plays by 
doing something on my own that'll help a 
ball club win than will help it lose.” 

People always want to know if it’s all an 
act—the wrap-around sunglasses and the 
bulging tobacco chaw, the outrageous 
comments and the fraternity-house 
pranks. Is he simply trying to pad the 
image? 

McMahon will admit to doing some 
things purely for the joy of seeing people's 
reactions. It's hard to resist. He can get 
people to write down anything he says. 
They'll publish it and put headlines over 
it. McMahon could say he eats nothing but 
raw oats, apples and sugar cubes, and the 
next day the whole country would be talk- 
ing about Jim McMahon's Horse Diet. 

“I laugh at myself, too, for some of the 
things I do," McMahon acknowledged. 

“He likes to be disgusting on purpose, 
just to get a reaction out of people,” said 
Ken Margerum, a wide receiver who was 
McMahon's friend before they became 
Bear teammates. “It gives him a kind of 
mystique. I think that's healthy. It makes 
it hard for teams to get a read on us.” 

But if McMahon's excesses come from 
playing to the crowd, the sentiments be- 
hind them are sincere. His controversies 
and eccentricities invariably stem from 
the simple quests for fun, frankness and 
freedom from conformity. 

The tipoff is that they filter onto the 
playing field. McMahon wouldn't mess 
with football just for laughs. The Bears 
have won 27 of the last 31 games he has 
started for them, capped by the most lop- 
sided Super Bowl game in history, and 
McMahon considers nothing more impor- 
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tant. 

Then how do you explain wearing 
gloves at the Super Bowl? Indoors? 
McMahon always did have trouble grip- 
ping new footballs. They're slippery, and 
his hands aren't big by quarterbacks’ 
standards. Gloves helped them in the 
cold-weather playoff games, so he wore 
them again, They worked. 

So did the pregame acupuncture treat- 
ments for an ailing backside. They 
weren't just some stock Super Bowl con- 
troversy to keep reporters amused. 
McMahon was serious. He thought the 
treatments would help, and he spoke his 
mind. That’s how he feels about the audi- 
bles he calls, and they usually work, too. 
So do his cross-body blocks and his scram- 
bling runs. There’s a method to this guy’s 
madness. 

The outlandish haircut, which became 
the linchpin of McMahon's outlaw image, 
was not the result of some grand plan to 
become the punk-rock quarterback. He 
barely collects records, let alone album 
covers depicting pink-haired musicians. 
The haircut was an impulse. The sides of 
his helmet were chafing in training camp, 
and McMahon thought he could do some- 
thing about it. Cutting his hair appeared 
the sensible thing to do at the time, but it 
got out of hand and he tried to get Willie 
Gault, the unofficial team barber, to sal- 
vage the situation. 

McMahon made a bad call. The defense 
shifted at the last moment. Those things 
happen when you play your hunches, not 
when you design a marketing campaign. 
Isn't image just a Madison Avenue word 
for stereotype? 

Just when we start taking the wrap- 


Continued 


McMahon 


Continued 


around shades for granted, the Bears’ 
quarterback is likely to show up in avia- 
tors, although wing-tips and argyle sweat- 
ers are probably out of the question. The 
image itself doesn’t matter to McMahon, 
as long as it’s different. When he exagger- 
ates his behavior to where it’s an act, he’s 
only underlining the point that he’s not 
like everybody else. 

Athletes, subjects of adulation and at- 
tention, fight an identity battle for most of 
their careers, They always have people 
eager to tell them what's best for them, 
how the real stars act and talk and think, 
If they follow the program, all they have 
to worry about is performing. 

Some athletes, though, don’t “surren- 
der” to this regimen. McMahon is a highly 
visible case in point. 

“People just have opinions of the things 
you have to do,” McMahon said. “You 
have to eat these foods. You have to do 
this, do that, because that’s the way they 
always have done it. That’s the way they 
grew up, probably. But not everybody's 
the same, Not everybody needs a baby sit- 
ter. You've got to know your limitations,” 

McMahon doesn’t resist conformity—he 
defies it. Simply resisting it isn't enough. 
That way, the people who would have him 
conform still have control of the situation, 

So, for example, when McMahon head- 
ed for grade school, he didn’t sneak off 
and pull out his shirttail after his mother 
told him to keep it tucked in. He pulled out 
the shirttail in front of her. Last season, 
he didn’t just miss practice when Coach 
Mike Ditka thought his neck was healthy 
enough for him to work out with the team, 
He sat in the bleachers, his neck brace 
off, chatting with Joe Namath. He showed 
everybody who was running Jim McMa- 
hon's life, He was in control. 

On the other hand, one sure way to get 
McMahon to do something is to tell him 
he can't. It would have made sense for 
him to transfer from Brigham Young Uni- 
versity. His fondest memory of the school, 
he said last year, was leaving it. They 
were downright missionary there, he said, 
about programming people. 

The last straw at BYU might have 
come in his junior year, when he lost the 
starting quarterback job to senior Marc 
Wilson and wound up being redshirted. 
But for McMahon, that made transferring 
impossible, 

“I had to show them,” he said. And he 
did, When his delayed junior season final- 
ly rolled around, McMahon set a major- 
college record for touchdown passes in 
one season (47, in 1980). 

Tell McMahon he can't wear a printed 
headband during games, and the only sus- 
pense is, what will it say? Soon, they'll 
need a rule against writing on your fore- 
head. 

From the age of 9, Jim McMahon was 
too young or too small or both to play on 
various athletic teams. He showed ’em, As 
a passer, a hitter and a point guard, he 


When Jim McMahon steps onto the football field, he is ready, willing and 
able to do whatever it takes to win. 


won games they said couldn’t be won. 

“The big thing Jim wants to do is show 
he can do it,” Ditka said. “Get it done and 
win games,” 

“People take me the wrong way,” the 
27-year-old McMahon said. “They take 
things personally. I do things to amuse 
myself. If I can do that and loosen up the 
atmosphere ... it doesn’t have to be 
drudgery.” 

One of his biggest contributions to the 
Bears, McMahon contends, was to loosen 
the reins on the players’ personalities, 

“We had a lot of robots,” he said. “Now 
we have wild men. Wild men play better 
football. 

“A lot of people let the pressure get to 
them by keeping it bottled up. Just sitting 
there worrying about this and worrying 
about that. Hey, let it happen.” 

McMahon was barely out of diapers 
when his father started telling him he'd 
be a pro athlete. At Brigham Young, he 
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set a record for NCAA records—he broke 
or tied 71. In the process, he established a 
major-college career mark for touchdown 
passes, firing 84 for BYU. In 1982, the 
Bears made him the fifth player taken in 
the NFL draft. And his first season with 
the Bears was Ditka’s first year as Chica- 
go's coach. 

Last season, his fourth year as a pro, 
McMahon was the No. 2-rated passer in 
the National Conference and directed the 
Bears to a 15-1 regular-season record and 
three smashing postseason victories. 

He has done it his way. 

Ditka, for one, couldn't believe McMa- 
hon’s way was the right way. It sure 
wasn’t the way Roger Staubach did it. 

Ditka benched McMahon during his 
second season. He said the kid needed to 
get more serious about studying. “That 
turned me off even more,” McMahon said. 
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All his life, he said, “People have looked 
at it like I’m lazy. I don't do this or I don’t 
do that. But if there’s no need, why do it?” 

McMahon doesn’t need hours of film. 
He watches it once and remembers it. 

“He probably is most unlike any quar- 
terback in the league,” Ditka said last 
year, “but that doesn't mean he is not 
more into the game than any other quar- 
terback. Some guys look at film over and 
over. I think Jim looks at it once and then 
he starts thinking. He sees it in his head 
more than he would see it on a screen. He 
‘sees situations flash, and then he says, ‘If 
this happens, I do this, If this happens, I go 
this way.’” 

Exactly. “The game’s won on mental 
preparation,” McMahon said. But film 
doesn’t leave any room for imagination. 
And, in its way, film can be a tool for pro- 
gramming. 

“That's why he’s a great quarterback,” 
Margerum said. “Defenses have all these 
computer printouts of what you're going 
to do on first-and-10 and second-and-long 
and third-and-three, and Jim just goes 
against all convention of what he’s sup- 
posed to do. 

“A lot of big plays go to a completely 
different receiver than the one that was 
planned. You can’t defend that.” 

That makes sense to McMahon. 

“Teams probably don’t know what to 
expect when they play against me,” he 
said. “I really don’t know.” 

Ditka finds the improvisation unsettling 
at times. The coach and the quarterback 
have had their share of arguments about 
McMahon's extemporaneous play-select- 
ing. But when Ditka talks about how often 
McMahon ad-libs, he also says, “Thank 
God.” 

“A lot of guys watch film all day long 
and then people don’t do what you 
thought they were doing in the film,” 
McMahon explained. “Now what are you 
going to do? I like to see things and react 
to the situation.” 

McMahon calls audibles for the blitz be- 
fore the defensive player starts creeping 
forward. He says he can see a blitzer’s 
intentions in his eyes. He calls audibles 
that aren’t in the game plan. He throws 
touchdown passes to receivers who aren’t 
even the third choice in the playbook. “I 
don't know if he’s got eyes in the back of 
his head or what,” Ditka said. 

“It’s a chess game you're playing out 
there,” McMahon stressed. “You've got to 
be able to outsmart people. A lot of guys 
last year were criticizing our flea-flickers 
and stuff. ‘That's not football.’ Hell it ain't 
football. You want to get the ball in the 
end zone. It doesn’t have to be that 
old-fashioned stuff. Just get it done. 

“We're a very predictable offense, I 
think, when we start getting in that rut 
where we're running the ball a lot. I can 
see when we're starting to get stereo- 
typed. People know exactly what we're 
going to do sometimes. That’s when I start 
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changing plays, free-lancing a little bit. If 
you see something that can go for a 
touchdown, you change the play.” 

McMahon did just that twice in the 
playoff victory against the New York 
Giants last January. When Joe Montana 
does that, he’s resourceful. When McMa- 
hon does it, he’s the notoriously free- 
spirited punk-rocker, thumbing his nose at 
authority. 

The fact is, he would rather not be so 
notorious. He could have lived happily 
without death threats before Super Bowl 
‘XX. After the unfounded television report 
that he had called New Orleans’ women 
“sluts” and its men “idiots,” he had to hole 
up in his hotel room for several days. He 
said the Super Bowl victory—a 46-10 
crunching of New England—wasn’t the 
thrill he expected it to be. 

Looking back, McMahon said, “I was 
just happy to get the hell out of town.” 

Now his fame has grown to the point 
where, he says, “You can’t go anywhere 
without being hassled. I mean anywhere. 


“Most of the fans are polite, but there 
are a few of them that get a little bit ob- 
noxious. Most of the time they stare. Peo- 
ple are always staring. They don’t under- 
stand you get it everywhere you go. They 
think they're the only ones asking things, 
and it gets to be a pain. I spend a lot of 
time at home.” 

He would anyway. If McMahon had 
been a confirmed bar-hopper, he wouldn't 
have gotten married in his first week out 
of college. He married a Mormon. She 
was more “normal” than most BYU stu- 
dents, he said, because she grew up in Cal- 
ifornia, away from the church's conserva- 
tive hub and the strait-laced atmosphere. 

He grew up looking forward to a family 
life. That's the reason he always gives for 
choosing football over baseball, which he 
might have played professionally. “Base- 
ball players are never home,” he said. 
“They've got no family life.” 

People who have seen McMahon with 
children say that’s the time he opens up 
best. For adults who aren't friends, he 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 


said, “There’s no reason for anybody to 
know me outside of football.” Children are 
different. Children have no preconceived 
notions. Children aren’t afraid to have fun, 
just like McMahon. Children aren't afraid 
to be brutally honest, just like McMahon. 

His own children are Ashley, 3, and 
Sean, who will be 2 during the coming 
season. McMahon is one of the few Bears 
with his kids’ pictures in his locker. Also 
in his locker is a picture of a bare breast, 
perhaps to show the guys he hasn't be- 
come hopelessly domesticated. But his 
wife, Nancy, says a typical night is to play 
with the kids, watch TV and go to bed at 
10. 

“Just watching them grow up, watching 
them learn something every day, they're 
amazing,” McMahon said of his children. 
“They're pretty much the same every 
day. Happy. They just learn a lot.” 

While McMahon doesn’t wish he were a 
stockbroker or a dentist—occupations 
void of a trail of fans and reporters—he 
would love to “do the job and not be that 
much in the limelight.” But he knows he 
draws attention like a magnet. The risk is 
always there that it will get out of control, 
as it did at the Super Bowl. Why does he 
bring all this trouble on himself? 

“T guess I'm too controversial,” McMa- 
hon said. “I say what's on my mind. A lot 
of people take that the wrong way. I’m not 
wishy-washy. I don’t like people like that. 
I don’t like being like that. 

“It’s just something I’ve always done. 
You've got freedom of speech, right? It’s 
just my opinion. Nobody has to agree with 
me. A lot of people do agree. Most of the 
time, I know what the hell I'm talking 
about.” 

He'd rather be honest than popular. At 
Brigham Young, he wasn't the only stu- 
dent who violated the Mormon code by 
drinking alcohol or chewing tobacco. 
Others, though, were discreet about it. Not 
Jim. Nancy has said he told her at the 
time that lying about it was worse than 
doing it openly. 

That's hardly the prevailing wisdom of 
the times. ying has become an art form. 
Thriving companies devote themselves to 
public-relations and marketing jargon de- 
signed to obfuscate rather than educate. 
One of the highest compliments business- 
men pay young people is that they say the 
right things. McMahon does not say the 
right things. He says what he thinks is 
right. 

When McMahon took a painkilling shot 
on the sidelines two years ago, people ob- 
jected more to the openness of the act 
than to the actual taking of the drug. 
Same with the acupuncture. Did he have 
to bring it up at Super Bow! time, during 
the media blitz? Well, yes. It wouldn't 
have done any good after the game. 

At the Bears’ mini-camp last May, 
McMahon rekindled numerous controver- 
sies in just three days. He made a crack 
about getting his Super Bowl ring ap- 
praised the day after it was presented. He 
said the Bears acted unwisely in rushing 
wide receiver Dennis McKinnon back into 
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action after his last two knee operations, 
citing that as a reason McKinnon is ex- 
pected to miss the '86 season. He implored 
management to sign the whole roster, 
something it fell two players short of 
doing last year. 

He was funny and candid. How did he 
feel about the Bears’ scheduled summer 
exhibition game in London, given the risk 
of international terrorism? “I asked 
(Bears President) Mike McCaskey if I 
could wear a headband with a target on 
it,” he said. “He didn't like that.” 

McMahon, whose playing weight is list- 
ed as 190 pounds, made no secret of being 
overweight at the camp. He said he 
wasn't content acting like a lineman; he 
wanted to look like one. “I reported the 
last two years at over 200 pounds,” he 
said. “Now I'm 204 and I'm just fat. This is 
how I came in as a rookie. Remember 
that? I couldn't run a mile and a half. I 
didn’t get hurt that year. Figured I'd try it 
again. I've been in great shape the last 
two years and got hurt. Hell with that. I'll 
try something new.” 

He wasn't concerned. He took a beating 
last year, and he prescribed rest for him- 
self because that’s what he needed—not 
because he wanted to get under anyone's 
skin. Besides, it was another example of 
testing his limits, How far could he let his 
body go in the off-season and still get in 
shape for the NFL season? “You've got to 
make your body learn how to respond,” 
he said with a smile. “Show it who's boss.” 

Last winter, a Bears official wrote in a 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes newslet- 
ter that he had met McMahon's father be- 
fore the Super Bowl and “said to him, 
“You should have given Jim more spank- 
ings.’ He replied, ‘I know.’" In other 
words, the kid was never properly mold- 
ed, right? 

That's how Joe Theismann felt. Theis- 
mann blasted McMahon in the off-season 
as being selfish and irreverent. He later 
relented, but a lot of people are horrified 
at the thought that this man is setting ex- 
amples for the children of America. 

“Hopefully, the children of America will 
understand it’s a game,” McMahon said. 
“T understand it’s a huge business and all, 
but we're playing a game. I have fun play- 
ing it. I have fun at my job. Why the hell 
would you want a job where you couldn’t 
have fun at it? Or they won't let you have 
fun at it. As long as you perform when you 
do your job, who says it has to be like this 
or that? 

“That’s why I've always admired the 
Raiders. As long as you played on Sunday. 
And stayed out of jail.” 

McMahon does both. The games are 
what he lives for. Practice is just to get 
ready. Nobody's keeping score there, ex- 
cept maybe the coaches, and they can’t 
put any more pressure on him than he 
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That Toddlin’ Town 
Grins and Bears It 


By TONI GINNETTI 


Bears had to fear in their incredible 
Super Bowl season of 1985 was the 
frenzy of their fans. 

On an overcast, bone-chilling day late 
last January, the streets of Chicago’s Loop 
were on fire with joy. Even a wind-chill 
factor of 25 degrees below zero couldn't 
cool the passion of a half-million delirious 
fans one day after the Bears had mangled 
the New England Patriots, 46-10, in Super 
Bowl XX. 


I n the end, the only thing the Chicago 
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The people stood 30 deep along LaSalle 
Street in the heart of the city’s financial 
district, ankle deep in confetti and ticker 
tape that rained from above. An outpour- 
ing like this hadn’t been seen in Chicago 
since astronaut Neil Armstrong and his 
Apollo 11 crewmates paraded through 
town after their 1969 moon landing. 

Nine buses carried the Bears from 
O'Hare International Airport to down- 
town, but the convoy almost became im- 
mobilized in the sea of humanity. Two 
hundred Chicago policeman futilely tried 
to make a path for the vehicles. It took 
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the Bears themselves to set the celebra- 
tion in motion again when a dozen of 
them emerged through the rooftop trap 
doors of the buses to meet the adoring 
throng. 

Some feared a disaster, as thousands 
were dragged along by the crowd. The 
Lane Tech High School marching band, 
hemmed between two of the Bear buses, 
had its school banner torn apart and lost 
35 instruments in the pandemonium. The 
Crane High School band never even made 
it to its position. 

“The entire Chicago Police Department 
couldn’t handle this crowd,” one police of- 
ficial said. “I’m surprised no one was 
killed.” 

But no one was. In fact, the only injuries 
resulted from the weather, as 40 people 
were treated for frostbite. Only 20 re- 


velers were arrested for disorderly con- 
duct. 

Chicago had survived. After all, what 
was one more Bear blitz in a season of 
runaway Bear Mania? 

* *~ 


* 

A refrigerator really got Bear Mania 
cooking. 

No one understood at first what sound- 
thinking football men like Mike Ditka and 
Bill Tobin, the Bears’ director of player 
personnel, saw in this 318-pound—once 
350-pound—behemoth, who had spilled 
out of his Clemson University uniform like 
an overstuffed sausage link. 

They found out October 21. 

With a Monday night national television 
audience watching, Coach Ditka set his 
Bear-elephant in motion against the 
archrival Green Bay Packers—and in the 


process set conventional football reeling. 
In one stunning goal-line plunge, the gap- 
toothed rookie was transformed from de- 
fensive tackle to fullback, from the player 
defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan 
scorned as “a wasted draft choice” to the 
Bears’ secret weapon, from the Bears’ 
biggest cub to America’s darling teddy 
bear. 

Perry’s touchdown that evening did 
more than help the Bears win their sev- 
enth consecutive game. 

“What Mike Ditka did with William 
Perry was the best use of fat since the 
invention of bacon,” Chicago Sun-Times 
columnist Ray Sons wrote the day after 
the Green Bay game. “It will revolutionize 
pro football.” 


Continued 
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That revolution would take a while, 
though. The media explosion, on the other 
hand, was immediate. In Chicago and 
across the country, the affable, unassum- 
ing Perry became an overnight success. 
Literally. The onslaught came from all di- 
rections as the “Refrigerator” suddenly 
was in demand for product endorsements, 
commercials, public appearances and 
television guest shots. 

Fans fell head over heels for the gentle 
giant who had introduced his massive self 
to Chicago with a quick smile and the 
simple self-portrait that “I was big when I 
was little.” 

The hysteria the man created was big, 
too, and it grew when he caught a touch- 
down pass in the Bears’ second meeting 
with the Packers and scored another 
touchdown rushing ina later game. A rou- 
tine two-hour autograph session at a sub- 
urban shopping center, for example, be- 
came anything but routine when 
thousands instead of hundreds showed up. 
Overwhelmed officials watched in amaze- 
ment as the line of people wound its way 
through the shopping center to the de- 
partment store appliance section, where 
Perry sat calmly obliging all, his daughter 
Latavia on his lap. 

Then the media zeroed in on Perry. 
The Chicago Sun-Times ran a special “Re- 
frigerator Watch” column after every 
Bear game, recounting Perry’s perfor- 
mance, His every move was’ chronicled— 
and not just in the sports pages. The 
Fridge made the gossip columns as well. 

A Refrigerator fan club formed, but not 
the usual kind. This one offered free mem- 
bership to anyone weighing more than 
300 pounds. Of the club’s 500 members, 
eight qualified for the savings. 

Perry even inspired his own cheerlead- 
ing squad, the Refrigerettes, a team of 
amply proportioned women whose qualifi- 
cations included that they weigh at least 
200 pounds, 

A book about Perry was published dur- 
ing the '85 season, and then came the T- 
shirts, sweatshirts, hats, posters, pictures, 
even footstools emblazoned with his num- 
ber 72. The NFL calculated after the sea- 
son that the marketing of Perry-related 
paraphernalia was so lucrative that, had 
he been one of the league’s 28 teams, 
Perry would have ranked 14th in sales. 

The Fridge craze spread nationally, 
even internationally, as the Bears’ public 
relations office, trying desperately to 
keep up with interview requests for Bear 
players in general, was deluged with re- 
quests for Perry. 

“The big thing is Perry,” Bears assis- 
tant media director Bryan Harlan said in 
November. “We're getting about 80 re- 
quests a week for him ever since that 
(first Green Bay) game. 

“For every request we get for another 
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Bear player, we're getting one for Perry. 
And that doesn’t include the local media. 
If we don’t act as gatekeepers as far as 
who interviews him and what things are 
asked, the poor guy’s gonna go crazy.” 
Harlan and Bears media director Ken 
Valdiserri nearly went crazy themselves 
sorting through the requests, like the one 
from a magazine for overweight people 
seeking Perry for its cover and, perhaps 
the most bizarre request, the one from a 
New York science magazine that wanted 
Perry’s thoughts on the prospects of male 
pregnancy. “Enough is enough,” Harlan 


said. 

Perry's agent, Jim Steiner, tried to con- 
trol things, too, raising the standard rook- 
ie appearance fee of $300 to $3,500. When 
that didn’t slow the requests, he raised it 
to $5,000. 

All it did was make Perry and his agent 
richer. 

Bry and Associates, the company repre- 
senting Perry, had to assign three full- 
time people to handle the demand. There 
was a soft-drink commerical with quarter- 
back Jim McMahon to do, a fast-food com- 
merical with teammates Steve McMi- 
chael, Dan Hampton and Dave Duerson, 
an automobile ad, a paper towel spot, a 
bacon commerical, and on and on. There 
was even talk of a Saturday morning ani- 
mated cartoon show on the Fridge. 

The cartoon series never materialized, 
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The hefty and colorful William Perry added pizzazz to the Bears’ incredi- 


ble 1985 championship season. 
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but Perry became a television star any- 
way. 

First came “Late Night with David Let- 
terman” in November, an event that Chi- 
cago media representatives were as- 
signed to cover. Perry's appearance left 
the normally blas¢ Letterman crew as in 
awe of the rookie as Perry was of the Big 
Apple. “Tom Selleck just sort of walked in 
and walked out when he was here,” a Let- 
termen staffer, Laurie Guthrie, marveled. 
like this.” 

“Letterman” was followed by “The To- 
night Show” and then a guest shot on the 
Bob Hope Christmas special, a segment 
for which Hope flew to Chicago—a case, it 
seemed, of Mohammed coming to the 
mountain. 

Even after the season, Fridge Mania 
never really subsided. Perry continued to 
grab headlines as a featured star in the 
“Wrestlemania II” extravaganza. The 
Fridge was the main attraction in the 
much-ballyhooed 20-man “Battle Royal” 
part of the competition, staged last April 
in suburban Chicago. 

The “over the top” contest pitted some 
of wrestling’s mammoth stars against an 
array of NFL players, including the 
Bears’ Jimbo Covert. But no one drew the 
cheers Perry got. 

‘The Fridge didn’t win the contest, going 
out as one of the final victims in an event 
eventually won by 500-pound Andre the 
Giant, but he took home a check worthy 
of a champ, a reported $200,000. 

In all, Perry reportedly made an esti- 
mated $1 million off the field in his rookie 
year. 

Psychologists had lots of explanations 
for Fridge Mania, most of which centered 
around weight-obsessed America’s secret 
delight at seeing a hefty guy succeed. But 
writer George Plimpton had another as- 
sessment. 

“If Perry was called ‘The Cooler’ or 
‘Tubs,’ he wouldn’t have the appeal,” 
Plimpton said. “I think the fans adore this 
sort of thing.” 

So did Perry. 

“I just take the publicity and go,” he 
said. “I don’t live off it. It won’t remain 
like this, Michael Jackson came out with 
all those records and they don’t stay but 
so long. What goes up must come down.” 

* * 


Chicago had the 1969 Cubs, who were 
supposed to win the National League pen- 
nant but didn’t. It had the 1983 White Sox, 
who were supposed to win the American 
League pennant but didn’t. And then there 
were the 1984 Cubs. 

Now, in 1985, it had the nearly perfect 
Bears, who won 15 of 16 regular-season 
games. 

If the fans feared a Bear “choke” some- 
where along the line, they didn't show it. 
They flocked to shopping centers where 
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Bears signed autographs, they hoarded 
the countless Bear-related giveaways that 
merchants handed out, from posters to 
bumper stickers to gas station beverage 
glasses. 

If a Bear player was introduced at a 
Chicago Bulls game or another sporting 
event, fans would break out in “woofs,” 
the battle cry of the Bears’ “junkyard 
dog” defense that had started during Chi- 
cago’s 44-0 blowout against Dallas. 

The mania stretched beyond Chicago 
as displaced Bear fans rode their own 
Super Bow! bandwagon. In San Diego, a 
group of former Chicagoans, desperate to 
see their team, convinced a local restau- 
rant owner in November to adjust his tele- 
vision satellite dish to pick up the Bear 


ARS) 
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games. 

Within weeks, the restaurant was over- 
run with Bear fans, prompting ex-Chica- 
goans Jerry Klein and Tom Reinhofer to 
form the Windy City Sports Club in San 
Diego. The fan club-in-exile grew to in- 
clude more than 200 by Super Bow! time. 

“It gives Chicago people a taste of back 
home,” Klein said. “We hear Chicago is 
going pretty crazy over the Bears and we 
feel we're a little part of it here.” 

While the transplanted fans followed 
the Bears on TV, the home fans took to 
the road to follow them. When the Bears 
arrived at their Miami hotel before their 
late-season game against the Dolphins, 
they were stunned to find the lobby filled 
with cheering supporters from home. 

Thousands of fans headed to Detroit 
during the final weekend of the regular 
season for the Bears-Lions game, hitting 
Motown in high gear. 

The hotel housing the Bears had been 
getting calls since September from fans 
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trying to reserve rooms. “People all want 
to stay here because the team stays here, 
but we've been booked up,” a spokesman 
said. “Every other hotel around here is 
filled with Chicagoans.” 

A Chicago tour group reserved nearly 
every one of the 334 rooms at an inn in 
nearby Dearborn for the 630 fans it 
brought in 14 buses. Tour director Rick 
Sablich had tried to book hotels closer to 
the Silverdome but couldn't find any with 
vacancies, 

“1 originally set a deadline of October 
31 to sign up for this trip,” Sablich said, 
“but I had four busloads signed up a week 
before the deadline and people were lin- 
ing up in the lobby of my building to sign 
up." 

In Farmington Hills and Livonia, hotels 
were housing 17 busloads of fans from an- 
other tour company. “You can't get tick- 
ets to Bear games in Chicago,” tour mem- 
bers Fred Johnson said. “You gotta leave 
town to see them,” 

Even in the den of the rival Lions, Bear 
Mania had taken its toll. Vendors in the 
Silverdome had run out of Bear items a 
week before the game. 

“It's funny,” one vendor said, “but peo- 
ple started buying the stuff a few weeks 
ago. It’s like they were buying early in 
anticipation of the Bears coming.” 

Fans had to get to Solider Field early, 
too, when playoff tickets finally went on 
sale. Only 7,000 seats were available for 
general sale for each of the two games— 
and they were snapped up within 20 min- 
utes. 

Mike Sinner and Steve Gulyas, friends 
who waited 22 hours through a January 
night to be first in line, knew their perse- 
verance was worth it. 

“We figured 22 hours in the cold was 
worth three hours of a good football 
game,” Sinner said with a grin. 


George Halas created the Monsters of 
the Midway. 

Mike Ditka created the Grabowskis of 
the Gridiron. 

“There are teams that are fair-haired 
are teams that aren't,” the 
coach said before Chicago's Na- 
tional Conference championship game 
against the Los Angeles Rams, “There are 
teams named Smith and teams named 
Grabowski. 

“The Rams are a Smith. We're a Gra- 
bowski,” 

On the field, maybe. But on the air- 
waves, the Bears were strictly a Michael 
Jackson. 

Bear Mania had a theme song. The beat 
was as timed as a Walter Payton run, the 
impact as forceful as a Richard Dent 
sack. And when it hit the charts, it took off 
like a Jim McMahon spiral. 

“The Super Bowl Shuffle” was the in- 
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spiration of wide receiver Willie Gault 
and Richard Meyer, the producer of Red 
Label Publishing. The two had met work- 
ing together on a Linda Clifford music 
video that featured Gault. Their “Shuffle” 
project was started as a way to raise 
funds to feed the hungry in Chicago. 

Gault coaxed 14 of his teammates to 
take part, eight of whom joined “Speedy 
Willie” on solo “raps”—“Sweetness” Pay- 
ton, “Samurai” Mike Singletary, “the 
punky QB” McMahon, “Mama's Boy Otis” 
Wilson, Steve Fuller, the “Sack Man” 
Dent, “Fridge” Perry and Gary “Hit Man” 
Fencik. 

The song was recorded November 22 
and almost immediately made the top of 
the play lists of local radio stations. The 
video was made December 2 and was fea- 
tured on “The NFL Today” a week later 
and on “Friday Night Videos” soon there- 
after. 

The song went gold (a million sales) 
within weeks, and sales of the video 
weren't far behind. Every Bear victory 
meant more air time for the “Shuffle,” 
and every airing heightened the fervor. 

How much money the project actually 
raised for the needy was a question still 
being debated long after the season by the 
producers and the state attorney general, 
But by the time Super Bowl week arrived 
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in New Orleans, the Patriots and their fol- 
lowers had to stomach a steady diet of the 
“Shuffle,” from Bourbon Street to hotel 
lobbies, to the halftime show of the big 
game itself. 

What the Patriots and their fans 
couldn't swallow, long-starved Chicagoans 
devoured. Even the NFL, notwithstanding 
Pete Rozelle’s displeasure over McMa- 
hon’s various headbands, loved the Bears. 
At a time when football's television rat- 
ings had been waning, Bear Mania sent 
them soaring. 

So grateful—and so expectant of a 
Bears march to the Super Bow! crown— 
was the league that its NFL Films division 
began preparing Chicago's “champion- 
ship film” in December. Obviously, the 
Bears’ seemingly inexorable march to the 
NFL title could have been waylaid—but, 
considering the way Ditka’s team was 
dominating the league, the film-making 
risk appeared worth taking. 

Weeks before the Super Bowl, a sizable 
film crew and considerable production 
expense had been committed to making 
“World Champions: The Story of the 1985 
Chicago Bears.” 

“We wanted to prolong the city’s love 
affair with the Bears,” said a spokesman 
for at-the-ready NFL Films, “so the film 
would be ready by February 14—Valen- 
tine’s Day.” 

For Chicagoans, whose faith in this pro 
franchise was rewarded with the Bears’ 
double-shutout feat in the playoffs and 
their romp in the Super Bowl, it all 
seemed more like Christmas. il 


‘Toni Ginnetti is a reporter for the Chicago Sun- 
Times 


As the Bears’ momentum increased, so, too, did the rabid enthusiasm of 


victory-starved Chicagoans. 
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Football Fever Runs High 
In Don, David and Mike 


By RAY DIDINGER 


ecember 1985. 
D Item 1: A coaching legend 
clinches his 16th National Football 
League division title. 

Item 2: A 26-year-old is interviewed for. 
the job as head coach of the Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

Item 3; A lefthanded quarterback sets a 
University of Alabama record by throw- 
ing his 16th touchdown pass of the season. 

Unrelated events? Hardly, 

Shula, Shula and Shula are the names 
that fit each item. The family Shula, if you 
prefer. Sound familiar? It should. The 
Shula football factory produced 1985 head- 
lines at an alarming rate. 

© Don Shula is the legend. He coached 
the 1985 Miami Dolphins to their fifth 
straight American Football Conference 
Eastern Division crown and, along the 
way, his team handed the Chicago Bears 
their only loss of the season (38-24), 

David Shula seems destined to follow 
in his father’s legendary footsteps. He was 
the Dolphins’ receivers coach last season 
and could have become the youngest non- 
playing head coach in NFL history by 
signing the agreement that Eagles Owner 
Norman Braman placed before him in 
late December. David, however, backed 
off when Braman insisted on a five-year 
contract with a five-year option. The 
young Shula stayed in Miami and was 
rewarded in February with a promotion 
to assistant head coach with more admin- 
istrative duties. 

“David has so much energy and enthu- 
siasm that you just can’t give him enough 
to do,” his father said. 

@ Mike Shula, now a senior, already 
stands at the top of a distinguished list of 
Alabama quarterbacks that includes such 
names as Bart Starr, Joe Namath, Ken 
Stabler and Richard Todd. Mike led the 
nationally ranked Crimson Tide to a 24-3 
rout of Southern California in the Aloha 
Bowl, then returned home to watch his 
father’s Dolphins advance to their third 
AFC Championship Game in the last four 
years. 


The Shulas are, indeed, the First Fami- 
ly of football. Even daughter Sharon, now 
in law school, has worked as a sideline 
photographer at Dolphin home games 
and sold her work to the NFL’s official 
magazine. 

“T can't imagine our lives without foot- 
ball,” said Dorothy Shula, who has been 
married to Don for 27 years. Make that 27 
seasons. 

“T can't remember a time when we 
weren't watching a game, going to a 
game or talking about a game, It’s a great 
life, especially when you win, And 
we've been lucky. We've won a lot.” 

There was a time when life was 
less complicated. We're talk- 
ing about the years in Balti- 
more when Don was winning 
titles with the Colts and the P 
boys’ football ability had not yet 
outgrown the backyard. Dorothy 
had only one team to worry about then, 

Now she finds herself shuttling between 
Alabama games on Saturday and Dolphin 
games on Sunday, It was even worse a 
few seasons back when Mike was in high 
school and David was playing at Dart- 
mouth. Dorothy saw 40 games one year 
while trying to keep up with “the boys.” 

“T felt like my eyes had laces by the end 
of the season,” Dorothy recalled. 

There has never been a family quite 
like the Shulas. There have been other 
NFL coaches whose sons showed an inter- 
est in football, but few found their way to 
the sidelines. 

The late George Halas Jr. was an exec- 
utive with the Chicago Bears. Mike and 
Pete Brown (sons of former Cleveland 
and Cincinnati Coach Paul Brown ) have 
served in the Bengals front office since 
the team’s inception. Vince Lombardi Jr. 
and Bruce Allen (son of former NFL and 
United States Football League Coach 
George Allen) became general managers 
in the USFL. 

All were in the family business, but 
didn’t get involved in the Xs and Os, 

Bum Phillips was the only NFL coach 
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with a son (Wade) alongside him in the 
trenches. Shula has a son on his staff and 
another who is likely to be selected in the 
1987 NFL draft. 

Shula coached against David (a Colts’ 
kick returner) in 1981. He might have to 
coach against Mike in a few years. If 
David had taken the Philadelphia job, fa- 
ther and son would have coached against 
each other in the 1986 preseason. 

“That would have been interesting,” 
Don said. “It would have been the same as 
when we compete in tennis or anything 
else. We'd each give it our best shot, then 
shake hands afterward. Business is busi- 
ness. 

“I know who Dorothy would be rooting 
for, though. She'd root for the young ones 
—either David or Mike—to beat me.” 

“Don's right, I would,” Dorothy said. “A 
mother’s instincts are always the strong- 
est. 

“[ remember when David played that 
(1981) season in Baltimore. I told people I 
was rooting for the Dolphins, but that was 
a lie. I was rooting for David and the 
Colts.” 

Don Shula recalls walking into the lock- 
er room at halftime of the first Miami-Bal- 
timore game that year disgusted with his 
team’s performance. He saw his wife 
being interviewed on the clubhouse televi- 
sion. 

“Turn that bleeping thing off,” Shula 
snapped. “We've got a ball game to con- 
centrate on.” 

The Dolphins won the game, but it was 
a struggle. David never did handle the 
ball that day. All four Miami punts went 
out of bounds, 

Later someone asked Don how he 
would have reacted if his son had broken 
away on a long punt return. 

“T would have chewed out my coverage 
team,” he said. “It could have cost us the 
game.” 

Like the man said, business is business. 


The news that the Eagles were courting 
David Shula as their next head coach was 
greeted with disbelief in the NFL fraterni- 
ty. 

“What was my reaction?” said Bobby 
Mitchell, assistant general manager in 
Washington. “You mean after I stopped 
laughing?” 

Said ABC’s Frank Gifford on a Monday 
Night Football telecast: “If (David) tells 
you to run a lap, do you run the lap or do 
you look him in the eye and burp him?” 

In Philadelphia, a newspaper polled its 
readers: “Do you want the Eagles to hire 
David Shula?” The vote was 3 to 1 against. 

It is interesting to note, however, that 
the people closest to the situation, those 
who worked with the Shulas in Miami, 
fielded the reports with a thoughtful nod. 

David Shula as head coach? Sure, why 
not? 
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David Shula (right) has become an important member of the Miami Dol- 
phins coaching staff and is following in his father’s successful footsteps. 


Most of those same people greeted the 
kid with skepticism when he joined the 
Dolphins staff as a part-timer in Decem- 
ber 1982. David was on Christmas break 
from John Carroll Law School at the time 
and his presence had the veterans rolling 
their eyes. 

But it took less than a week for the 
young Shula to make a lasting impression. 
He put a new wrinkle into the Miami of- 
fense, turning a counter running play into 
a bootleg. The Dolphins used it for two 
touchdowns in a 28-13 playoff win over 
New England. From that moment on, 
David had everyone's attention. 

“I wondered about (David) at first,” 
said veteran receiver Nat Moore, “but it’s 
obvious he works hard and knows the 
game. 

“Usually you spend the week looking at 
film and figuring out what will work. 
David does that for you. By the time the 
(practice) week starts, you just concen- 
trate on execution. We trust him.” 

No one was surprised when Don Shula 
offered David a full-time position after 
Super Bowl XVII. Nor was anyone sur- 
prised when David, then 23, chose coach- 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 


ing over a return to law school. He is, 
after all, a Shula. 

In three seasons, David has made a sig- 
nificant contribution to the Miami offense. 
That was reflected by the fact that most 
Dolphin coaches and players—including 
Daddy Don—believed the kid was ready 
to take on the task of rebuilding the 
Eagles. 

Don urged David to take the job, but 
only if the terms were right. David liked 
the opportunity but not the 10-year obliga- 
tion. He was prepared to negotiate, but 
Braman changed course abruptly. He 
signed Chicago Bears defensive coordina- 
tor Buddy Ryan less than a week after the 
Bears’ victory in Super Bowl XX. 

Shula took the news with a shrug. His 
only complaint was that Braman left him 
dangling for five weeks. He had unem- 
ployed NFL coaches calling to seek jobs 
on his staff in Philadelphia. Shula didn’t 
know what to tell them. 

“It was awkward,” he admitted. “But I 
guess it’s all part of the business.” 

Less than a month after Ryan’s ap- 
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pointment in Philadelphia, David was pro- 
moted to assistant head coach in Miami. 
Under terms of that promotion, David be- 
came second in command of field opera- 
tions and a key man in trade and draft 
decisions. 

“] saw this as a way to put all the en- 
ergy and knowledge Dave has to use,” 
Don Shula said. “Not to use that would be 
wrong. I think this will be a good opportu- 
nity for him 

David agreed. “This is a chance to be- 
come a bigger part of the overall picture,” 
he said. 

Clearly, it is a large step up the ladder. 
David now will have experience both on 
the field and in the front office. You can 
bet he will be an NFL head coach and/or 
general manager someday. He may even 
succeed his father, although Don, at age 
56, shows no signs of slowing down. 

“If that’s what happens,” Don Shula 
said, “it will be because David is the right 
man for the job. It won't be a case of turn- 
ing this team into ‘Shula and Son.’ David 
wouldn't want it that way, anyhow. 

“None of the kids (three girls, two boys) 
ever expected something for nothing. 
They never ‘used’ their name to get 
places. I'm proud of them for that. They 
wanted to earn their spurs and they did. 

“Football was part of the equation, a 
big part, but not the whole thing.” 

David Shula was raised around the pro 
game. At age 10, he was cleaning Johnny 
Unitas’ cleats as a ballboy in the Balti- 
more camp. At 13, he was standing next to 
his father, charting plays for the 17-0 
Miami Dolphins (1972). 

“(David) did first downs in red, second 
downs in green, third downs in blue,” said 
Bob Griese, the former Miami quarter- 
back. “He knew our whole offense and 
most of the league’s defenses, too. He 
gave me everything I needed to know 
coming off the field.” 

David also established that he had a 
mind of his own. When it came time to 
select a college, he chose Dartmouth. His 
father had lobbied for Florida State. 
David made All-Ivy and set school records 
for career receptions (133) and yardage 
(1,822). 

He signed with the Colts as a free agent 
and lasted one season as a special-teams 
player (10 punt returns, five kickoffs). 
Frank Kush released him in 1982, saying: 
“[ don’t want to embarrass the young guy, 
but he simply doesn't have the speed.” 

David Shula swallowed hard. “It was 
‘one of the few times I failed at something 
I really wanted to do,” he said. He had a 
few USFL offers, but he turned them 
down. Law school looked like a better op- 
tion. 

He was doing just fine until he got the 
chance to coach near the end of the 1982 
season. It didn’t take long for him to real- 
ize that he still had the game in his blood. 
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David Shula’s career with the Bal- 
timore Colts lasted one season. 


He jumped at the chance to stay with the 
Dolphins after the Super Bowl. 

“David is a carbon copy of Don,” said 
Dorothy Shula, who should know. 
“They're like the same person, both head- 
strong and high-strung. I used to say I’d 
never meet anyone more competitive 
than Don. Then David was born.” 

“We're both alike in the sense we're 
both driven and we both hate to lose,” 
Don Shula said. 

“And we're both stubborn,” David said. 
“Say ‘firm,’” Don said. “It sounds bet- 
ter.” 


‘David has all his father’s manner- 
isms,” Nat Moore said. “He doesn’t yell as 
much, but he’s a stickler like his father.” 

“T know a lot of my coaching has the 
Shula trademark,” David said. “I've seen 
my father do certain things for so long, 
it's like second nature. The way he orga- 
nizes his day, the way he conducts a meet- 
ing, that sort of thing, 

“T'ye heard him describe his philosophy 
by saying it’s not what we (coaches) know 
that’s important, it’s what we can get 
across to the players. In other words, 
coaching is communication. I believe 
that, too. 

“T like to think I’m a good communica- 
tor,” David said. “I've tried to have a give- 
and-take relationship with our receivers. 
If they have an idea, I want to hear it. Nat 
has played 12 seasons. I'd have to be pret- 
ty stupid not to draw on that experience. 

“A lot of coaches are afraid to let play- 
ers speak up, their egos get in the way. 
That’s ridiculous, I respect our players’ 
opinions. Of course, when I say, ‘This is 
the way it’s gonna be,’ they have to re- 
spect that, too.” 

* 


*~ * 

The photograph, which ran in the 
Miami News on December 11, 1982, 
showed Don Shula embracing his young- 
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est son after Mike had led Columbus High 
School to an overtime victory over Vero 
Beach in the semifinal round of the Flori- 
da state football tournament. 

The elder Shula looked more elated in 
this photo than he did after the Dolphins 
had defeated Washington in Super Bowl 
VII to complete their perfect season. His 
eyes were closed, his smile wide and radi- 
ant. 

“J was a nervous wreck when that 
game ended,” said Shula, who has sur- 
vived 29 postseason games and the long- 
est NFL game ever played (Miami's 27-24 
double-overtime victory over Kansas City 
in 1971). 

“When I watch Mike, I'm strictly a par- 
ent. I’m not used to that helpless feeling. 
At least when I’m coaching, I’m in the 
game, I have some control. At Mike’s 
games, I see everything but I can’t do any- 
thing. 

“T usually find a row (in the bleachers) 

where I can be alone so I can pace and 
concentrate. Am I vocal? You might say 
that.” 
“One game,” Dorothy Shula said, “Don 
as alone in the back and he shouted, 
imeout.’ You could hear him all over the 
stadium. 

“He’s not much better now. We were 
watching Alabama-Auburn on TV. It was 
Don, myself and our daughters. Don was 
carrying on so badly we all left the room. 
It was just Don and the cat here in the 
fourth quarter. 

“I can understand. Watching your son 
play is agony and ecstasy. I’m more ner- 
vous watching Mike than I was watching - 
David. The quarterback has so much 
pressure and some of those hits. ...” 

Part of her uneasiness stems from the 
crippling neck injury suffered last season 
by Marc Buoniconti, a linebacker at The 
Citadel. Marc and Mike were high school 
teammates. Nick Buoniconti, Marc’s fa- 
ther, is a former star linebacker for the 
Miami Dolphins under Don. So the news 
hit the Shulas hard. 

“T sat with Nick and his wife Terri at 
the Columbus games,” Dorothy said, “and 
we would hold our breath anytime a play- 
er was down. When I heard what hap- 
pened to Marc, I began to see the game 
differently. 

“I worry more than I used to, but I'd 
never ask Mike to quit. It’s too important 
to him, so I'll keep going to the games and 
lending whatever support I can. I'll just 
pray harder the night before.” 

It was never easy playing under the 
Shula banner in Dade County. Although 
Donis revered here—a state highway was 
named after him in 1983—his sons were 
easy targets for every frustrated high 
school coach and parent in the state. 

The week before Columbus opened its 
1982 season, an anonymous caller to the 
Dolphins front office reported that there 
was a bounty on Mike's head. “He won’t 
finish the game,” the caller said. 

“T didn't know what to think,” Dorothy 
said. “I had heard (fans) shout things like, 
‘Get Shula. . .break his leg.’ I hated it, it 
made me angry, but it didn’t frighten me. 
This (call) frightened me.” 


Mike took it in stride. “I've been singled 
out before,” he said. “ few 


i ve taken a few 
cheap shots. It’s part of the game.” 


The 6-foot-2, 198-poundel mpleted 129 of 
252 passes for 1,683 yards and 18 touch- 
downs. He was voted first-team All-State 
by the Miami News. . 

It may be just coincidence, but that was 
the same year the NFL players went on 
strike for eight weeks. As a result, Mike 
had the second-winningest coach in NFL 
history at his side when he watched game 
films at home, 

oT didn’t ‘coach’ Mike,” Don said. “He 
had a good coach (Dennis Lavelle), I 
might point something out in a particular 
but I didn’t say, ‘Run this and 


“My father saw things I might over- 
look,” Mike said. “He worked on my foot- 
work, my release. Basically, he took what 
I was doing and refined it. 

“T learned a lot just working (charting 


n route to a brilliant season. | 


plays) at Dolphin games. I saw him make 
adjustments as the game went along. As a 
quarterback, you couldn't ask for better 
experience.” 

Mike’s football IQ was so high, Lavelle 
allowed him to call his own plays. How 
many quarterbacks, at any level, have 
that kind of freedom? 

The road wasn’t quite so smooth at Ala- 
bama. Shula appeared in only one game 
as a freshman, then fractured his leg in 
spring practice and struggled through a 
disappointing sophomore year as the Tide 
slipped to 5-6, 

Last season, Shula developed a sore 
arm and slipped to third-string status be- 
fore the season began. He could have 


_ Mike Shula isa big reason why Alabama fans are thinking big in 1986. 
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transferred to another school and 
escaped the heat that was building in Tus- 
caloosa, but he decided “that was the easy 
way out.” Stubbornly, he battled back. 

Shula eventually took over the No. 1 job, 
leading the Tide to a 9-2-1 season and a 
second-place tie in the Southeastern Con- 
ference. The highlight was a thrilling 20-16 
victory over Georgia in which Shula 
threw the game-winning 17-yard touch- 
down pass with 15 seconds remaining. 
Dorothy was there. Well, sort of. 

“1 was behind the (sideline) hedges,” 
she said, “I went down to field level before 
the game ended because I wanted to see 
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Michael as he came off. I didn’t realize 
those hedges block your view. 

“T couldn't see the game. All I could see 
was the scoreboard. I saw the numbers 
change when Georgia went ahead, My 
heart sank. Then Alabama got the ball 
back and I heard the (Tide) fans cheering 
every completion. 

“Maybe it was just as well I didn’t see 
the final (touchdown) play. I don’t know if 
my heart would have made it.” 

“That was fantastic,” Don Shula said, “I 
was thrilled for Mike. I think that game 
put him over the hump. He had gone 
through some tough times and he needed 
a game like that. The whole team seemed 
to rally around him. 

“Mike has always been a kid who went 
after the biggest challenge. He changed 
high schools so he could move up in (foot- 
ball) class. He picked Alabama knowing it 
was a tough program. He took his lumps, 
but I never doubted he'd come back.” 

Mike was rewarded by being named 
All-Southeastern Conference. He complet- 
ed 138 of 229 passes for 2,009 yards and 
finished the season as the nation’s fifth- 
leading passer with a 150.0 efficiency rat- 
ing. His 60.3 season completion percent- 
age and four-touchdown effort against 
Memphis State were Alabama records. 

As an athlete, Mike Shula differs from 
Don and brother David. He is bigger and 
blessed with more natural ability. Don 
and David had, to be kind, average speed, 
They relied on good hands and brains. 
Mike can run, throw and think—all at the 
same time. 

“I'm not a good (football) scout,” 
Dorothy Shula said, “but I do know Mi- 
chael has a different personality. He is 
more quiet and patient than Don and 
David, And you think about quarterbacks 
as being vocal. ..." 

Mike interrupted gently. “I can be 
vocal, Mom,” he said. “But you aren’t in 
the huddle to hear it.” 

“J still remember the day Michael was 
born,” Don said. “The doctor came out 
and said, ‘Coach, you didn’t get that full- 
back you wanted,’ 

“I was disappointed. I really wanted an- 
other boy. I said, ‘Awww. . . .’ Then he 
said, ‘But you got one helluva quarter- 
back,” 

“That I did.” 

* 


* * 

There is a rumor floating around that 
Don Shula has mellowed out. Why, last 
summer he was seen bouncing his grand- 
son Danny on his knee at training camp 
and talking—get this—baby talk. 

Don Shula. . .baby talk? Say it isn’t so. 

“I wouldn't say my father has mel- 
lowed,” said David, Danny’s father. “The 
right word is adjusted.” 

Don agreed. “I listen more than I used 
to,” he said. “You can learn a lot from 
players, and I’m a little more patient. 
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“| was on a hair trigger when I got here 
in 1970. 1 was too intense, too uptight. I 
didn’t allow water on the practice field 
then. I look back and can’t believe the stu- 
pidity of it. I've learned what’s necessary 
and what's not. 

“Don't get me wrong, I'm still demand- 
ing. My job is to find a way to get the most 
out of each player. Some require a kick in 
the pants and that’s OK. But I don’t kick 
everybody else in the process. I was prob- 
ably guilty of that in the past.” 

His former players concur. “Don was a 
miserable S,O.B. when we lost,” said Dick 
Anderson, the All-Pro safety on the 1972 
team, “The best thing about that (17-0) 
season was by winning every week he 
never got on our backs.” 

“He was a screamer, a taskmaster,”” 
Unitas said. “He drove (players) crazy at 
times. He had a real ego; things had to be 
done his way. Now that he’s older and he’s 
made his mark, he’s a little more open.” 

Shula will listen now if a player has a 
suggestion during film study. This is part- 
ly David’s influence. He encourages a vol- 
leying of ideas between coach and player, 

Shula also has shown a willingness to 
sign “trouble” players such as Chuck 
Muncie and Pete Johnson when no one 
else would have them. Johnson lasted one 
on in Miami, Muncie was gone a few 
after his acquisition. But Shula did 
bring them in and give them a chance. 


‘Don’t get me 
wrong, I’m still 
demanding. My job 
is to find a way to 
get the most out of 
each player.’ 


He did the same thing with Thomas 
(Hollywood) Henderson a few years back, 
Shula no longer believes a football team 
must march in step like a drum and bugle 
corps. He can tolerate a free spirit as long 
as he slips into the harness each Sunday 
at game time. 

This has not gone unnoticed around the 
league. In 1985, a Washington newspaper 
polled the Redskins and asked each play- 
er which coach he'd like to play for if he 
had the choice. Three out of four said Don 
Shula. 

He has not won a Super Bowl since 
completing his record string of three 
straight appearances in January 1974. He 
has been back twice and lost badly, once 
to Washington after the 1982 season and 
once to San Francisco after the 1984 cam- 
paign. But this is not to say the game has 
passed ol’ Shoes by. 

If anything, Shula coached better the 
last two seasons than ever before. He took 
a team with virtually no running game 
and a pudding-soft defense and went to 
the AFC final each year. 

Last July, Shula feared he might be fac- 
ing a losing season. It would have been 
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only the second in his 23-year career as 
an NFL head coach (257-99-6). Eleven un- 
signed veterans held out during training 
camp. Quarterback Dan Marino walked 
out for 37 days in a contract dispute. Eigh- 
teen players, including 14 starters, went 
down with injuries. 

“This has been the most disheartening, 
confusing and disruptive time I've ever 
had in coaching,” he said. 

The Dolphins wobbled early in the sea- 
son, then hit stride with a 21-17 win over 
the New York Jets on November 10. They 
went on to win their next eight games, 
including the Monday Night showcase 
against the Bears and a 24-21 AFC semifi- 
nal victory over Cleveland, 

New England, however, exposed 
Miami's many flaws in a 31-14 AFC Cham- 
pionship Game romp. When Shula met the 
media the next day, he talked about re- 
building for the 1986 season. 

“But you went to the conference cham- 
pionship game,” one newsman pointed 
out. 

“And lost,” Shula added, 

In other words, a 12-4 season and a 
first-round playoff win over Cleveland was 
not good enough, Shula is determined to 
make it back to the Super Bowl, an event 
in which he has coached six times, more 
than any other coach. 

His first appearance in the NFL's 
showcase event was one he would like to 
forget. Shula's powerful Colts team, a 
heavy favorite in Super Bowl III, was 
upset by Joe Namath's New York Jets, 16- 
7, That was January 1969. David Shula was 
9 years old. Michael wasn’t even in school. 

Seventeen years and Super Bowls later, 
Shula’s standards and commitment to 
football have not dimmed. He is as inno- 
vative and resourceful as ever. In the 
1970s, the decade for which Shula was 
named the NFL's best coach, he swung a 
sledgehammer of a running back named 
Larry Csonka, In the 1980s, he unleashed 
Marino and the Marks Brothers, Clayton 
and Duper. 

The styles could not be more dissimi- 
lar, yet the bottom line remains constant. 
The Dolphins win and win and wii 

“That's what I admire most in my fa- 
ther, his consistency,” David said. “That's 
what makes him a great coach, that's 
what made him a great parent. You know 
right where he’s coming from all the time. 

“People see Michael and myself in- 
volved (in football) and they assume our 
father pushed us. He never did. He ex- 
posed us to the game, but he let us make 
our own decision about whether we want- 
ed to play. 

“The only thing he said was, ‘If you 
want to do something, give it your all and 
don’t come out a quitter. You can’t always 
come out a winner, but you can always 
give it your best.’ 

“That's the philosophy he’s lived by,” 
David said, “and it's served him well. I 
applied it to everything I did; so did Mike. 
As it turns out, we're both in football and I 
know our father couldn't be more 
pleased.” 


Ray Didinger is a sports columnist for the Phila- 
delphia Daily News. 
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Dateline, Los Angeles, August 1988: 
After spending eight seasons in the Or- 
ange County suburbs, Georgia Frontiere 
has returned her Los Angeles Rams to the 
Memorial Coliseum. The decision to re- 
iurn occurred after a judge blocked the 
construction of several high-rise office 
buildings on the Anaheim Stadium park- 
ing lot, a multi-million dollar project that 
was the principal lure in getting Carroll 
Rosenbloom, the Rams’ late owner, to 
agree to relocate the franchise there. 
Georgia explained that she had missed 
the Hollywood lights, too. 

Al Davis, managing general partner of 
the Raiders, welcomed Frontiere as a co- 
tenant under the condition that she build 
150 luxury suites for both teams to share. 
However, if the suites are not completed 
in time for the 1989 season, Davis, who 
still hasn't received any damages from 
his court victory over the National Foot- 
ball League, is considering moving the 
Raiders to Anaheim Stadium, which al- 

ready has 104 luxury suites. Anaheim 
officials, it has been reported, 
would also underwrite 

Davis’ pay-per-view 

football network. 


TLE FO 
GELES 


By JOHN CZARNECKI 


ll right, you don’t buy that project- 
Ae: But this is California, the land 

of make believe, where even night- 
mares have become reality. Stranger 
things have happened! For one, there’s 
supposed to be a football feud in Los An- 
geles, but it’s rarely discussed openly. 
Some would say it’s even over; that the 
Rams have retreated, feeling comfortable 
in their Orange County domain, thus leav- 
ing the Raiders their plunder. 

Two football teams at war over Los An- 
geles? That's a figment of some East 
Coast imagination. Just because Al Davis 
and Georgia Frontiere can't agree on a 
simple exhibition game, something that 
might attract a rare summer sellout, 
doesn’t mean they don’t like each other. 
And, if you need to get specific, the only 
time Frontiere talked for the record 
about the Raiders invading Los Angeles, 
she was all for it. She said exactly that in 
her deposition taken for the NFL-Raiders 
antitrust lawsuit. 

Question. Do you think that the Raiders 
in the Coliseum would be a competitive 
threat to the Rams? 

Frontiere: “No. No. I told Al that myself 
. . . I told (Commissioner Pete Rozelle) 
that I thought it might be a good thing . 
We would not block their move.” 

No one is sure what shade Rozelle 
turned when Georgia told him, “Let the 
Raiders come on down.” 

Of course, her statement didn’t prevent 
Davis from believing that Frontiere had 
conspired with the NFL in attempting to 
block the Raiders’ move, a relocation that 
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became reality in 1982. But, as the situa- 
tion transpired, the conspiracy case 
against Georgia and the Rams was 
thrown out of court. 

Although Davis says he and Rosen- 
bloom were friends—the Raiders’ boss did 
give a eulogy prior to the first game after 
the Ram owner's death—the courtroom 
battle never endeared him to Rosen- 
bloom’s widow, Georgia Frontiere. De- 
fending herself cost Frontiere close to $1 
million. Maybe more. 

Lost money is always a good foundation 
on which to build a grudge. But there was 
more. The Rams have forever suspected 
that the Raiders instigated the alleged 
charges that Georgia and her composer 
husband, Dominic, scalped 1980 Super 
Bowl tickets. Such allegations led to an 
investigation by a Los Angeles federal 
grand jury that even requested testimony 
from Rozelle, Georgia, who seemed more 
intent on sashaying through life, never 
liked the makeup that this negative image 
created. 

Otherwise, much of what exists today 
between the two franchises is mostly off- 
the-record, behind-the-back sniping. 
Petty, almost juvenile, stuff. 

“Their animosity is hurting both 
teams,” said Ed Hookstratten, the agent 
for Rams Coach John Robinson and 
Marcus Allen, the Raiders’ rushing cham- 
pion. “I doubt that they'll ever patch 
things up. They seem to be growing far- 
ther apart.” 

Here's a typical petty example. The 
Raiders and Rams didn't meet in basket- 
ball this past winter—both clubs have 
barnstorming teams that play for charity 
benefits—because Mike Ornstein of the 
Raiders felt the Rams “used ringers, guys 
from Long Beach State, against us” in last 
year’s game. The Rams have been known 
not to inform their players of a communi- 
ty event in which members of the Raiders 
might be present. 

The subject of a feud is so infrequently 
discussed that prior to last December's 
Monday night regular-season finale be- 
tween the two clubs, the basketball inci- 
dent was actually the lead story on the 
sports pages of one daily newspaper. 

It was the only way of firing up this so- 
called feud—and of proving that one truly 
exists. 

Said Ornstein, who is responsible for the 
Raiders’ marketing strategy: “We don't 
consider the Rams a rival. To tell you the 
truth, we don’t consider them much of 
anything ... Wherever you go in L.A., the 
Raiders are there. And the Rams aren't. 

The Rams’ Robinson thinks the Raiders 
gained a foothold by arriving when the 
Rams were going through a “lousy, losing 
period.” 

In the first three years of head-to-head 
competition for the Los Angeles fan’s 
sports dollar, the Raiders were 31-10 in 


28 * 


kA 
Al Davis and his blue-collar 
Raiders have endeared themselves 
to many Los Angeles fans. 


regular-season play and won a Super 
Bowl; the Rams were 21-20 and unable to 
win their division. 

“Before the Raiders, the Rams won by 
forfeit,” Robinson said. “There was no 
competition. Because of that, there are 
some people in the organization who tend 
not to like having the Raiders here. But I 
don't feel we really compete. I don’t see 
them as anything. They are no threat to 
me whatsoever. They're a great football 
team. But I don’t see them affecting me or 
my football team.” 

Indeed, the area’s battle lines have 
changed considerably since the Raiders’ 
arrival. 

Entering their fifth season in the Colise- 
um, a historic American sports stage, the 
Raiders appear to have won the city, Los 
Angeles’ west side, the beach area and 
the valley. The Rams still have plenty of 
fans in town—their often superior televi- 
sion ratings prove that—but their market- 
ing focus is on the conservative, upper- 
scale residents of Orange County. 

An outsider may not be able to differen- 
tiate between Southern Californians, but 
two distinct cultures do exist. Westwood is 
not Anaheim. Mission Viejo is not Venice. 
Costa Mesa is not Beverly Hills. It has 
been written that some contend, spiritual- 
ly, you can’t get from Los Angeles to Ana- 
heim at all. 

“This isn’t a crosstown rivalry,” said 
Melvin Durslag, who has covered sports 
in Los Angeles for 45 years. “The Rams 
call themselves a Los Angeles team, and 
try to create the illusion they are, but 
they’re an Orange County team. They rep- 
resent what amounts to a big city. Today, 
in effect, Orange County is a major city 
with a population of two million... . The 
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Angels and Rams don't want to talk about 
this, but when Buzzie Bavasi was with the 
baseball team (the first tenant of Ana- 
heim Stadium), he said 85 percent of their 
business came from Orange County.” 

It’s almost as if the Rams simply re- 
duced their impact in Los Angeles, turn- 
ing their backs on lower-middle-class 
fans. Their race to the suburbs was veiled 
in an urge to play in a safe, clean, rather 
antiseptic stadium. They had grown tired 
of the rough, tough image that surrounded 
the Coliseum. (Of course, a rough, tough 
image fits the Coliseum’s current tenant 
quite nicely.) 

Eventually, Georgia Frontiere even put 
her Bel Air home up for sale, opting to 
spend more time in her fancy Newport 
Beach home. 


“C.R. was frustrated with the Coliseum 
people. He wanted to make changes and 


tive familiar with Carroll Rosenbloom’s 
Anaheim intentions. “I don’t think he real- 
ly wanted to leave Los Angeles. But atten- 
dance was falling, there was an incident 
of Roger Staubach’s wife getting mugged, 
and Anaheim was saying all the right 
things. C.R. liked being wooed. He felt, 
too, that he could make more money in 
Anaheim. Essentially, he felt he had no 
choice.” 

In the Rams’ current legal struggle 
with Angels Owner Gene Autry over de- 
velopment of the Anaheim Stadium park- 
ing lot, Frontiere testified that Rosen- 
bloom was “humiliated and hurt” when 
newspapers reported that he went to Ana- 
heim “for a land grab. Carroll was anx- 
ious to erase that thought from people’s 
minds. He was only really interested in 
the team and a better place (to play).” 

“That's true to a point,” said Durslag, a 
columnist for the Los Angeles Herald-Ex- 
aminer. “Had the deals been equal, Car- 
roll might have stayed in Los Angeles. But 
he was a smart businessman. The land, 
those luxury boxes, were frosting on the 
deal. It was too much to say no to.” 

Improving his profit, in order to be fi- 
nancially competitive, was why Al Davis 
moved his Raiders south. The league 
fought the move, believing that Oakland 
had proved to be a worthy NFL city and 
that Los Angeles fans were too fickle to 
support two teams. Also, the maverick 
Davis was the last owner Rozelle wanted 
to see in Los Angeles. 

Despite the Raiders’ gains in atten- 
dance and the resulting extra profit for 
visiting teams, NFL types are nervous 
that fan support will drop should the 
Raiders fail to be competitive. What hap- 
pens when Davis no longer controls the 
Raiders’ ship? 

At the moment, both clubs are among 
the NFL's most profitable. The Rams 
grossed more than $31 million last year 
and the Raiders almost $30 million. The 
Rams edged the Raiders because of their 
luxury-suite income and a more favorable 
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parking/concession share based on a bet- 
ter lease agreement. The Raiders have 
plans to refurbish the Coliseum and build 
luxury boxes once they collect their dam- 
ages from their antitrust victory. 

Economically, the Raiders have hurt 
the Rams, probably costing them another 
$1.5 million in ticket sales and short-term 
interest on season-ticket revenue. When 
the Rams were the only game in this land 
of seven million, they sold out Anaheim 
Stadium and had a season-ticket list ex- 
ceeding 60,000. Today, they struggle to get 
60,000 to a game despite the presence of 
Eric Dickerson and one of the league’s 
best defenses. 

Last year, for example, the only home 
games the Rams sold out were against the 
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San Francisco 49ers and, of course, the 
Raiders. The Rams, too, have been buried 
by an occasional same-day, home-game 
confrontation. Twice in 1984, the Raiders 
embarrassed the Rams on conflicting 
home dates, bettering the Rams at the 
gate by 33,000 and 27,000 fans. In ’85, the 
Raiders outdrew the Rams by more than 
26,000 fans for one same-day date and by 
28,000 on another. 

These Raider crowds—they have 
averaged more than 90,000 paid for the 
team’s last four home playoff games— 
have shocked the Rams and other NFL 
club executives. When the Rams aban- 
doned the Coliseum after the 1979 season, 
they cited many undesirable conditions 
with the Coliseum—among them, fewer 
than 30,000 seats between the goal lines 
and a high-crime area surrounding the fa- 
cility. They just felt that fans had grown 
tired, and also leery, of the Coliseum. 
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Maybe the fans, always a front-running 
sort, simply tired of the Rams’ product. 
The '84 summer Olympic Games proved 
that fans will flock to the Coliseum for a 
first-rate spectacle. The Raiders, when 
the opponent has a winning tradition, also 
have shown that fans aren't afraid of the 
Coliseum. 

In their last three seasons in the Colise- 
um, the Rams failed to attract an audi- 
ence above 74,000. Conversely, the 
Raiders have attracted six regular-season 
crowds above 80,000 in the last two years 
(and another of 79,000-plus), including two 
over 90,000. 

“We were told by a lot of the so-called 
knowledgeable sportswriters that the peo- 
ple of Los Angeles would never get into 
the Raiders like our fans in Oakland did,” 
said Al LoCasale, the Raiders’ executive 
assistant. “But it's happened. You see 
thousands of fans wearing black, wearing 
eye patches, shaking pompons. These are 
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the same people that were described as 
passé, too cool to be a Raider fan.” 

Jim Murray, the much-decorated sports 
columnist of the Los Angeles Times, 
senses the Rams are “melting away” 
from their Los Angeles fans. 

“It's almost as if they moved to San 
Diego," Murray said. “Little by little, the 
Rams are receding from the conscious- 
ness (in Los Angeles) and the Raiders are 
coming up.” 

Jim Hardy, a quarterback for the Rams 
in the late 40s, has been the Coliseum 
manager for more than a decade. To him, 
Raider crowds compare more favorably 
to a Bruce Springsteen concert throng 
than to a football gathering. 

“Raider fans think of themselves not so 
much as spectators as participants,” 
Hardy said. “They're an extension of the 
team up there in the seats. The very 
name of the team—Raiders—excites 
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them. There are also a lot of sophisticates 
in a Raider crowd—more than the Rams 
used to draw. In fact, much of the Raiders’ 
support comes from people who never 
came to an NFL game before.” 

Hardy has a different view of a Rams 
crowd in Anaheim, 

“They don’t raise as much hell in Ana- 
heim,” Hardy said. “They're staid, God- 
fearing, Orange County types.” 

“I never went to many games down 
there before I started working for Eric,” 
said former boxer Ken Norton, who has 
handled financial matters for the Rams’ 
Dickerson. “I felt uncomfortable there. 
The crowd was all white. The only blacks 
I saw were the wives of the Ram players.” 

The crowd wasn’t exactly serene the 
night last December when the Raiders 
visited Anaheim and won, The media 
tried to create a hype, causing Raiders 
Coach Tom Flores to issue an interview 
moratorium, a club first. He didn’t want 
his team popping off. 

But the Raider fans did, 

“There were pockets of Raider fans all 
over that stadium,” LoCasale said. “We 
were so impressed that we put some of it 
in our highlight film. People told us we'd 
never see anything like that in a game 
played in Anaheim. People with their 
faces painted, emblems on their jackets. 
Al (Davis) got hung up in traffic that night 
and I went down on the field. Al feels we 
need somebody down on the field. I 
couldn't believe the hollering. People 
screaming, ‘Al, we're with you.’ 

“I remember we asked for 5,000 tickets 
for our fans and got 1,500 from the Rams,” 
LoCasale added. “Some of our booster 
groups called and said they were a bar— 
we've got some sneaky fans—and had 40 
people and got tickets from the Rams that 
way. More than a couple thousand got in 
that way or bought tickets from Ram tick- 
et-holders, As the game went along (the 
Raiders won, 16-6), it was obvious that the 
crowd seemed split. I think that says a lot 
about our impact in this area.” 

Robinson doesn’t necessarily agree that 
there’s a Raider tide. 

“The Rams have been here for 40 
years,” he said, “and people don’t drop 
their allegiance overnight. I think there 
are very strong feelings for the Rams. 
You grow up with certain feelings, It's an 
emotional thing. I think there are plenty 
of fans like that.” 

What detracts from a continuous de- 
bate between the two franchises is that 
they reside in different conferences and 
thus meet infrequently. 

“If we played every year and we were 
in the same division, it would be a real 
crosstown rivalry,” Robinson said. “I 
think it’s sad that we're not in the same 
division. Then, I would think it would be 
great. If the Raiders, Rams, 49ers and 
Chargers were all in the same division, 
then you would have some hellacious ri- 
valries.” 

Although their arrogant, street-fighting 
style may not coincide with Los Angeles’ 


laid-back image, the Raiders are doing 
just fine in Hollywood. Lyle Alzado, a for- 
mer defensive star, has been transformed 
into a million-dollar commercial baby. 

“Had I played just one year in the Coli- 
seum, it could have meant so much to my 
career,” said John Matuszak, an Oakland 
Raider for six seasons and a Los Angeles 
Raider only in 1982, a year that he spent 
on injured reserve. Matuszak is now an 
actor. 

Being in Orange County, the Rams have 
lost that Hollywood image. Remember, 
this was a team that had its quarterback 
(Bob Waterfield) marrying Jane Russell, 
and Glenn Davis courting Liz Taylor. 
Some of its stars like Merlin Olsen, Rosey 
Grier and Fred Dryer have had success in 
TV shows. 

All that has changed for the Rams. 
Most of their players have assimilated 
into suburban life, especially the married 
ones, Few of them ever take advantage of 
L.A.’s nightly charm. 

“To me, Hollywood is a place where I 
spend twice as much money for dinner 
and spend twice as much time driving 
home from because I always get lost,” 
Rams guard Dennis Harrah said. 

“T like going into the city,” Eric Dicker- 
son said. “I had a lot of fun going to the 
Grammys. But I got bored at the Acade- 
my Awards after an hour. Too many old 
people. I don’t think I'll ever go back un- 
less I'm up for an Oscar. And I don’t think 
that'll happen.” 

“This place is too spread out to say we 
own the streets of Los Angeles,” said All- 
Pro Howie Long of the Raiders. “But I do 
know that, at least, we play in Los An- 
geles. That must mean something.” 

“T think they're more concerned about 
us than they let on,” one Raider official 
said of the Rams. “We all have a lot of 
respect for John (Robinson), but how do 
they run that operation? How many foot- 
ball people do they really have? It's the 
biggest difference between us and them.” 

Yes, Al Davis has been a coach and a 
commissioner besides an owner. Georgia 
Frontiere was a singer who happened to 
marry a man who owned a football team. 
She may be a nice lady, but what does she 
know about football? And her top execu- 
tive, John Shaw, is a finances-oriented 
man who has joked about his preference 
for baseball. 

The Rams have tried to convince the 
Raiders that the two teams should meet in 
an exhibition game—in the Rose Bowl. 
The Raiders have balked, noting that the 
Rams refused to play them in the first 
years after their move from Oakland. 
Also, Robinson had no intention of playing 
the Raiders until his club was competi- 
tive. 

“At every level, we've arrived,” LoCa- 
sale said. “We had all kinds of difficulty 
with sponsors in the first few years. Now, 
the cloud of uncertainty is being blown 
away and it’s been a monumental differ- 
ence for us from a business standpoint. 
The fans know we're here to stay.” 


But is there a feud? 

“I don’t know of any,” said Robinson, a 
Raider assistant in 1975. Tom (Flores) and 
Iare good friends. I've always liked them 
and I've always had friendships with the 
people there. Who knows? Maybe five 
years from now they'll be the Hollywood 
Raiders.” 

Where are the Rams headed? 

Well, in the Anaheim courtrooms, they 
continue to spend money on attorneys to 
get that parking lot developed, hoping to 
fulfill Carroll Rosenbloom’s dream. And if 
the Rams lose, it would create a loophole 
for an escape from their Anaheim Sta- 


dium lease. 

“If it had to be, the Rose Bow! would be 
a perfect stadium for us,” said Jack 
Faulkner, the Rams’ administrator of 
football operations. “Naturally, we've 
talked about it.” 

The talking, no doubt, has been done 
with hardly a voice raised. Such would be 
typical of events surrounding this ever-so- 
quiet feud between the street-wise tenants 
of the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum 
and the suburbanites who call Anaheim 
Stadium home. 


John Czarnecki covers pro football for the Los 
Angeles Herald-Examiner. 
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trange things are happening 
in the Eastern Division of the 
American Football Confer- 
ence. 

The New York Jets were 
out-and-out eerie last season, transform- 
ing themselves from a 7-9 Jekyll into an 
11-5 Hyde. Their 1984-85 chameleon im- 
pression was difficult to comprehend. 

The New England Patriots kicked some 
nasty habits. They learned to win in 
Miami's Orange Bowl and they won in the 
playoffs. 

Even the Indianapolis Colts got into the 
act. They showed signs of life on the field 
and then made it clear during the off-sea- 
son that they intend to continue that trend 
by trading for veteran quarterback Gary 
Hogeboom and drafting another—Illinois’ 
Jack Trudeau, 

Chances are the East will not send 
three teams to the playoffs as it did in 
1985, which could mean disappointment in 
the land of Dolphins, It has to do with bal- 
ance. New York and New England have 
it. Miami does not. 

The division's three key individuals are 
likely to be Jets quarterback Ken O'Brien, 
New England quarterback Tony Eason 
and Hugh Green, the outside linebacker 
for whom Miami paid so dearly in a deal 
with Tampa Bay. 

What should tilt the balance of power 
away from Miami is the Dolphins’ weak- 
ness at stopping the run and its equally 
inconsistent running game. The Dolphins 
captured their third straight division title 
last season despite those weaknesses, but 
the opposition, namely the Jets and Patri- 
ots, appear to have caught up. 

Green, who cost the Dolphins first- and 
second-round draft choices when he was 
obtained six weeks into the 1985 season, is 
expected to be the centerpiece as the 
team revamps its defense. At his best, 
Green rates in the league's top three out- 
side linebackers. 

Coach Don Shula made another move 
toward strengthening the run defense 
when he drafted a stopper, John Offer- 
dahl, the tough inside linebacker from 
Western Michigan. That was the team’s 
first selection, the draft’s 52nd pick. 

It may be more difficult to rebuild the 
running game. Lorenzo Hampton, last 
year's top draftee, was not the steady 
ground gainer Shula had envisioned. Ron 
Davenport, another rookie last season, 
scored 11 touchdowns, many of them on 
short-yardage plays, and will get a shot at 
No. | status. 

But no matter how the Dolphins go 
about revamping their running game, 
they will continue to live by the quick 
strike—Dan Marino to Mark Duper, Mark 
Clayton or a variety of other dangerous 
pass catchers, It would be a major sur- 
prise if Marino does not throw for 4,000 or 
more yards. 
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Can Pats quarterback Tony Eason 
forget the Super Bowl massacre? 


O'Brien became a starting quarterback 
last season and the Jets immediately 
transformed into a winner. 

Coach Joe Walton displayed his confi- 
dence in O'Brien during the off-season by 
announcing that the Jets will use the shot- 
gun formation as a special weapon and 
open up the offense. That prospect could 
be scary for AFC East contenders. 
Operating the Jets’ “conservative” offense 
last season, O'Brien led the NFL in pass- 
ing efficiencey with a 96.2 mark while 
throwing for 3,888 yards and 25 touch- 
downs. 

If the Jets entered the off-season with 
any complacency, Walton quickly shook it 
out by trading one-time All-Pro offensive 
tackle Marvin Powell after drafting a pair 
of offensive linemen, Iowa's Mike Haight 
and Texas A&M’s Doug Williams, with his 
first two selections, 

On the negative side, O'Brien was 
sacked 62 times a year ago, a statistic that 
will have to change dramatically if the 
Jets hope to make a serious run at the 
Super Bowl, 

But the Jets’ defensive personality can 
now be described as multi-aggressive and 
the offense is loaded with explosive poten- 
tial in the form of such players as running 
back Freeman McNeil and wide receiver 
Al Toon. 

Eason’s psyche, not the residue of the 
Patriots’ post-Super Bowl drug scandal, is 
the major worry in New England. 

Eason’s confidence as a starting quar- 
terback was nurtured all season by Coach 
Raymond Berry, who held him under 
tight control down the stretch. But when 
the youngster was asked to perform mira- 
cles against the NFL's top defense in the 
Super Bowl, the Chicago Bears canniba- 
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lized the former Illinois product and he 
spent much of the off-season licking his 
wounds. 

But the Pats are stacked at most posi- 
tions and they helped themselves in the 
draft by selecting Southern Methodist run- 
ning back Reggie Dupard to go with Craig 
James, Tony Collins, Robert Weathers 
and other talented ballcarriers. 

Also arriving via the draft is Boston 
College nose tackle Mike Ruth, who may 
add some zest to the defense. 

Indianapolis’ reputation as a running 
team and the hiring of Rod Dowhower as 
the Colts’ head coach a year ago just 
didn't jibe. Dowhower’s name always has 
been associated with passing. 

So after the Colts finished 26th in the 
28-team NFL in passing last year, Dow- 
hower had seen enough, The arrival of 
Hogeboom and Trudeau could be the first 
step toward a much-needed facelift. 

The new offensive image won't be ac- 
quired abruptly, however. For one thing, 
the Colts do not have the receivers to ac- 
commodate an explosive passing game. 
For another, Randy McMillan and his 
ballcarrying colleagues finished fifth in 
the league in rushing. Dowhower won't 
abandon that strength. 

Dowhower has to pay some attention to 
the defense, too. He started by drafting 
the best pass rusher available, tall Jon 
Hand of Alabama. 

The joke in Buffalo after the Bills’ 2-14 
season in 1984 was, “The Bills will be im- 
proved by 50 percent in 1985; they'll win 
three games.” 

They weren't and they didn’t. They fin- 
ished 2-14 again and the Buffalo fans, who 
are voting with their feet at the box office, 
are in no mood for more jokes, 

The failure to sign quarterback Jim 
Kelly after the 1983 draft has cost the Bills 
many times his original demands. 
They've drafted a top running back, Ron- 
nie Harmon of Iowa, but they already had 
Greg Bell and Joe Cribbs crowding each 
other for work at that position. 

The top priority for the defense will be 
to put some growl in the pass rush. The 
1985 Bills, despite the addition of the 
NFL's top draftee, Bruce Smith, still fin- 
ished a distant last in the NFL in quarter- 
back sacks. 


Larry Felser writes a column for the Buffalo Eve- 
ning News and The Sporting News. 
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AFC EAST 


Molding a Winner 


Joe Walton Has 
Jets on Course 
For Big Season 


By PETER FINNEY JR. 


character in a Neil Simon 
play once spoke scornfully of 
Manhattan: “I’ll go there 
when they finish building it,” 
the character said. 

The reference, of course, was to Wall 
Street skyscrapers and Central Park 
condos, but Simon could just as easily 
have been writing about the New York 
Jets. Put the emphasis on NEW. 

Over the last three years, Jets Coach 
Joe Walton has ripped up the team’s foun- 
dation and replaced it, piece by piece, 
with an eye on the future. Even though 
the Jets recorded an 11-5 record last sea- 
son and earned a wild-card playoff berth, 
Walton continued to swing his powerful 
sledgehammer during the off-season. 

First he fired offensive line coach Bill 
Austin, mainly because Jets quarterbacks 
were sacked a league-high 62 times, Wal- 
ton shifted linebackers coach Dan Rada- 
kovich, an intense innovator, into that po- 
sition. “If I wanted to shoot for a (sack) 
figure, I'd like to cut it in half,” Walton 
said. 

Then, with virtually no warning, he 
waived five-time Pro Bowl tackle Marvin 
Powell. The move came just one week 
after Powell, the fifth-highest-paid line- 
man in the league, was elected president 
of the National Football League's Players 
Association. Powell did not play well in 
1985, but there was no guarantee that the 
Jets’ top two draft picks—tackles Mike 
Haight of Iowa and Doug Williams of 
Texas A&M—could make an immediate 
impact. 

“Tt was purely a football decision,” Wal- 
ton said. “Marvin wasn't in our plans. It 
would have been silly to let it go any fur- 
ther.” The waivers were recalled and 
Powell dealt to Tampa Bay for a draft 
pick. 

Walton went on to announce that all 
five offensive-line positions were up for 
grabs. Only center Joe Fields was a good 
bet to start. 

Two of last year’s front-liners were 
moved to new positions—left guard Jim 
Sweeney to left tackle and left tackle Reg- 
gie McElroy to the right side. Haight will 
get first crack at the right-tackle opening, 

Walton appeared determined not to re- 
peat the mistake he made as a rookie 
coach in 1983, when he stood pat with a 
veteran-laden team that Walt Michaels 
had taken within a victory of the Super 
Bowl. After a pair of 7-9 seasons, Walton 
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The New York Jets are counting on 
Al Toon to pick up where he left off 
in 1985. 


adopted the motto: “If it’s broke, fix it.” 

“You can't wait and say maybe it will 
come around,” Walton said. “There are 
too many maybes in this world.” 

He has poured a nice foundation from 
which to operate. 

Strong-armed Ken O’Brien should be 
his quarterback for the next decade. In 
his first full season as a starter, O'Brien 
flourished under the tutelage of quarter- 
backs coach Zeke Bratkowski and led the 
NFL in passing efficiency. He completed 
297 of 488 passes (60.9 percent) for 3,888 
yards and 25 touchdowns. Opposing de- 
fenses could pick off only eight of 
O’Brien’s passes. 

Walton will try to keep the heat off 
O’Brien this season by using the shotgun 
formation for the first time. But he won't 
use it exclusively because he likes to run 
against nickel defenses. The Jets’ inability 
to run the ball effectively late in the 1985 
season had their coach befuddled. 

Part of the problem was Freeman 
MeNeil’s durability. McNeil is one of the 
league’s premier runners when he's 
healthy, but he has had injury problems 
throughout his career and missed two 
games and parts of two others with ankle 
and rib injuries last season. He managed 
to run for 1,331 yards, the fifth-best figure 
in the league, and added 427 more yards 
on 38 catches. But his late-season prob- 
lems took a lot of starch out of the Jets 
offense. 

In four of the Jets’ first nine games, 
McNeil rushed for at least 149 yards. But 
he failed to get 100 yards in any of the last 
six. In hopes of changing his luck, McNeil, 
who has yet to complete a 16-game sea- 
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son, will wear a modified flak jacket to 
protect his ribs. 

The Jets are embarrassingly rich at 
wide receiver. Wesley Walker, rumored 
for so many years to be on the trading 
block, responded to a fight for his job and 
formed a lethal combination with rookie 
Al Toon. When Toon and Walker started 
together in the final seven games, Walker 
averaged 22.3 yards a catch and Toon 
caught 37 passes. 

Kurt Sohn caught 39 passes and played 
so well that Toon couldn’t crack the start- 
ing lineup until November. Lam Jones, a 
4.2 speedster, is healthy after spending 
1985 on injured reserve with a ruptured 
finger tendon and could fit into the Jets 
picture. 

Tight end Mickey Shuler set a club rec- 
ord with 76 catches, seven for touch- 
downs. 

Defensive coordinator Bud Carson was 
the architect of an amazing turnaround. 
Under Carson, the Jets climbed to No. 8 in 
the league’s defensive standings (298.3 
yards per game) and No. 1 in the AFC in 
points allowed (264). 

Carson emphasized stopping the run, 
and no one did that better than nose tack- 
le Joe Klecko. The big man out of Temple 
thoroughly clogged up the middle and led 
Jets linemen with 96 tackles. In Carson’s 
3-4 system, Klecko, who made the Pro 
Bowl for the fourth time in his career, 
lined up slanted against the center and his 
strength and quickness forced opponents 
to abandon their inside running attack. 
The Jets held teams to 94.8 yards rushing 
per game, the third-best mark in the NFL. 

Though defensive end Mark Gastineau 
was hobbled by a broken right thumb and 
hip-pointer, the five-time Pro Bowler still 
was devastating when rushing the passer. 
Carson will flip-flop Gastineau in 
long-yardage situations, hoping to pit his 
sack machine against the opponent’s 
weakest blocker. 

Joining those two up front will be either 
Barry Bennett or Marty Lyons. 

Lance Mehl and Kyle Clifton, the Jets 
inside linebackers, established a brick 
wall behind Klecko. Mehl made the Pro 
Bowl despite being hobbled by a sprained 
arch most of the season and Clifton ended 
Mehl’s four-year run as the Jets’ leading 
tackler. 

The Jets used their third-, fourth. and 
fifth-round draft choices to beef up their 
outside linebacking. 

Texas Tech’s Tim Crawford, a defen- 
sive lineman with 4.65 speed, was taken in 
the third round and will be asked to make 
a position change. He will be competing 
with starters Bob Crable and Charles 
Jackson for playing time while Lester 
Lyles is a combination safety-linebacker 
who showed great blitzing ability last sea- 
son as a rookie. The Jets are not counting 
on Rusty Guilbeau to return quickly after 
a serious knee injury. 


The Jets will need greater durability in 
their secondary. Injuries made it impossi- 
ble to start the same backfield for more 
than two consecutive games. 

Cornerback Russell Carter has domi- 
nating size and speed, but his first two 
seasons were marred by hamstring and 
neck injuries. Veteran corner Bobby 
Jackson is at the crossroads of his career 
because of severe hamstring and groin 
pulls the last two years. 

Competing with those two for jobs on 
the corner will be Johnny Lynn and sec- 
ond-year man Kerry Glenn. The safety 
Positions should be manned by Harry 
Hamilton and Kirk Springs. 

Veteran punter Dave Jennings had a 
tough 1985 season (13th in the league with 
a 40.2-yard average) and was expected to 
receive a stiff battle from veteran John 
Misko and Joe Prokop, a powerful left- 
footer. 

Placekicker Pat Leahy, however, en- 
joyed a good season. He booted three field 
goals from 50 yards and out, including a 
career-best 55-yarder, and converted 76.5 
percent of his attempts, another personal 
best. i 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—at Buffalo.. 
Sept.11—NEW ENGLAND (Thurs.) 
Sept.21—MIAMI 
Sept.28—at Indianapoll 
Oct. 5—BUFFALO.. 
Oct. 12—at New England 
Oct. 20—DENVER (Mon, 
Oct. 26—NEW ORLEANS. 
Nov. 2—at Seattle 
Nov. 9—at Atlanta 


Nov. 30—LOS ANGELES RAMS.. 
Dec. 7—at San Francisco... 
Dec. 13—PITTSBURGH (Sat. 
Dec. 21—at Cincinnati. 


1985 RESULTS—(11-6) 


‘AFC WILD-CARD GAME 
14 New Englan 26 (H) 70,958 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. HAIGHT, Mike T Iowa 
2. WILLIAMS, Doug T Texas A&M 
3. CRAWFORD, Tim LB Texas Tech 
4. ALEXANDER, Rogers LB Penn State 
5. HADLEY, Ron LB Washington 
6. Choice to San Fran. 
7. WHITE, Bob T Rhode Island 
8. DUCKSWORTH, R. DB So. Mississippi 
9. FAAOLA, Nuu RB Hawaii 
10. CARR, Carl LB North Carolina 
11. AMOIA, Vince RB Arizona State 
12. CESARIO, Sal T Gal Poly-SLO 


New York Jets nose tackle Joe Klecko. 
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NFL Games 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
72 Achica, George DT 6-0 275 2 12-19-60 Southern California $4 
60 Alexander, Dan G 6-4 260 10 6-17-55 Louisiana State 16 
95 Baldwin, Tom OT 64 275 3 ulsa 16 
63 Banker, Ted OL 6-2 255 3 Southeast Missouri 16 
31 Barber, Marion 6-2 224 5 Minnesota 8 
78 Bennett, Barry DE/OT 6-4 260 9 Concordia (Minn.) 16 
64 Bingham, Guy 63 255) 7 Montana 16 
23 Bligen, Dennis RB 5-11 209 3 St. John’s “ 
22 Bruckner, Nick R 5-11 1 4 Syracuse 9 
27 Carter, Russell CB/S 6-2 195 3 Southern Methodist 8 
59 Clifton, Kyle LB 6-4 233 3 Texas Christian 16 
Corley, Anthony. RB 6-0 210 3 Nevada-Reno °4 

50 Crable, Bob LB 6-3 228 5 Notre Dame 10 
86 Dennison, Glenn TE: Gua (2200 2, ‘Miami (Fla,) 20 
37 Elder, Donnie CB 5-9 175 2 Memphis State 10 
65 Fields, Joe C 6-2 253 12 Widener 15 
38 tFlowers, Larry S 61 190 6 Texas Tech “15 
99 Gastineau, Mark DE 65 265 8 East Central Oklahoma 16 
35 Glenn, Kerry CB 5-9 175 2 Minnesota 16 
81 Griggs, Billy TE 6-3 230 2 Mites 16 
94 Guilbeau, Rusty LB 6-4 237 5 McNeese State 14 
39 Hamilton, Harry S$ 60 193 3 Penn State 11 
34 Hector, Johnny. RB 5-11 197 4 Texas A&M 14 
28 Howard, Carl oy ae ra 2 Rutgers we 
84 Humphery, Bobby WR/KR 5-10 180 3 New Mexico State 12 
40 Jackson, Bobby CB 5-10 180 9 Florida State 12 
55. Jackson, Charles LB 6-2 224 9 Washington 16 
13 Jennings, Dave P 6-4 200 13 St. Lawrence 16 
80 Jones, Johnny (Lam) WR 5-11 180 6 exas 20 
73 Klecko, Joe DT/DE 6-3 263 10 Temple 16 
89 Klever, Rocky TE 63 225 4 Montana. 16 
5 Leahy, Pat K 6-0 193 13 St. Louis 16 
26 Lyles, Lester S/LB 6-3 209 2 Virginia 6 
29 Lynn, Johnny: CB/S 6-0 198 7 14 
93 Lyons, Marty DE/DT 6-5 269 8 Alabama 16 
68 +McElroy, Reggie T 66 270 4 West Texas State 13 
24 McNeil, Freeman RB 5-11 212 6 UCLA 14 
Meadows, Darryl S$ 61 199 3 Toledo *0 

56 Mehi, Lance LB 6-3 233 7 Penn State 16 
36 Miano, Rich S$ 60 200 2 Hawaii 16 
25 Minter, Cedric RB/KR 5-10 200 3 Boise State 3 
6 Misko, John 65 207 4 Oregon State 20 
58 Monger, Matt LB 61 235 2 Oklahoma State 15 
20 Mullen, Davin CB/KR 6-1 177 4 Western Kentucky ld 
7 O'Brien, Ken QB 6-4 208 4 Cal-Davis 16 
49 Paige, Tony RB 5-10 220 3 Virginia Tech 16 
11 Prokop, Joe Pe. 6-3. Up 2ee ee?! Cal Poly-Pomona 29: 
76 Rudolph, Ben DE 6-5 271 6 Long Beach State 16 
10 Ryan, Pat QB 6-3 210 9 Tennessee 16 
ms, Ron G 6-3 255 3 Pittsburgh °0 

82 Shuler, Mickey TE 6-3. 231 9 Penn State 16 
87 Sohn, Kurt WR 5-11 180 5 Fordham 15 
21 Springs, Kirk S/KR 6-0 197 6 ‘Miami (0.) lo 
53 Sweeney, Jim OL 6-4 266 3 Pittsburgh 16 
88 Toon, Al WR 6-4 200 2 Wisconsin 15 
83 Townsell, JoJo WR 5-9 180 2 LA 16 
70 Waldemore, Stan OL 6-4 269 8 Nebraska *0 
85 Walker, Wesley WR 6-0 182 10 California 12 


*Achica played 4 games with Colts in ‘85; Corley played 4 games with Chargers in ‘85; Dennison, 
Jones and Waldemore missed '85 season due to injury; Flowers played 9 games with Giants, 6 with Jets in 
‘85; Howard played 4 games with Buccaneers, 3 with Jets in ‘85; Meadows last active with Oilers in ‘84; 
Misko last active with Rams in “84; Prokop played 9 games with Packers in ‘85; Sams last active with 
kings in’84. 
Option playout; subject to developments, 
Also played with Jets in ‘85—G Sid Abramowitz (1 game), WR Chy Davidson (1), LB Jim Eliopulos 
(8); DE Ron Faurot (5), C Grea Gunter (active for 1 game, but did not play), T Marvin Powell (14), T 
Billy Shields (3), DE Mark Shumate (4), LB John Woodring (2). 
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Close, but No Cigar 


Patriots’ Super 
Season Tarnished 
By Sad Ending 


By RON BORGES 


t took the New England Patriots 26 

seasons to make it big in pro foot- 

ball. Then, with their finest mo- 

ment at hand, an appearance in 

Super Bowl XX, the Patriots need- 
ed only 24 hours to turn the occasion into 
a disaster. 

Long-suffering Patriots fans had waited 
and waited and waited for a break- 
through, and it finally came in the form of 
a devastating defense, opportunistic spe- 
cial teams and an offense that scored just 
enough points to win. 

By the time only two teams were left in 
the battle for the 1985 National Football 
League championship, the Patriots had 
become the first wild-card team in history 
to win three playoff games on the road. 
And the Pats were super-charged enter- 
ing the Super Bowl against Chicago. 

Unfortunately, though, in fewer than 24 
hours they were laid low by the biggest 
losing margin in Super Bowl history (36 
points) and their own mismanaged at- 
tempt to deal with a drug problem that 
involved at least six starters. 

Can the Patriots rebound from their lat- 
est off-the-field problems? Can the glass 
slipper that the Bears broke over Cinder- 
ella’s head be put back together? 

Whatever the questions or problems, 
Coach Raymond Berry continues to see 
things through rose-colored glasses. 

“We have no weakness on offense,” 
Berry said, “and I think our problems 
have brought us closer together. We've 
regrouped. The players know the story. 
To repeat will take an extremely hard- 
nosed attitude. It’s going to take every- 
thing we've got. I believe this team will do 
it. We were a good team last year, but not 
quite good enough.” 

When you lose the Super Bowl, 46-10, 
that would seem to be an understatement. 
And, of course, the Pats actually weren't 
good enough to win their own division last 
year; Miami was the American Confer- 
ence East champion with a 12-4 record, 
while the New York Jets and New Eng- 
land finished 11-5. 

The Super Bowl itself caused the Patri- 
ots a problem that will go far beyond the 
outcome of one game. In the second quar- 
ter, Berry pulled starting quarterback 
Tony Eason, who was 0 for 6 passing and 
weakened by a flu attack, in favor of re- 
born Steve Grogan. 

Grogan originally replaced Eason when 
the younger quarterback separated his 


36 


Irving Fryar is one of New Eng- 
land’s deep-threat receivers. 
2S SS 


shoulder in the sixth game of the season. 
Playing his 11th NFL season, Grogan 
sparked the Patriots to six straight vic- 
tories before a leg fracture put Eason 
back in charge. 

By Super Bowl time, Eason had become 
the only Patriot quarterback in history to 
win a playoff game (excluding a 1963 post- 
season game that broke a first-place tie in 
the old American Football League). And, 
while quarterbacking New England to all 
three of its postseason triumphs, Eason 
appeared to have regained his job. 

After the. Super Bowl, though, no one 
knows who the quarterback will be. 

The backfield is firmly anchored by 
Craig James, who rushed for 1,227 yards, 
and from there Berry must pick from for- 
mer 1,000-yard rusher Tony Collins, Rob- 
ert Weathers, Mosi Tatupu, former United 
States Football League player Eric Jor- 
dan and No. | draft choice Reggie Dupard 
(Southern Methodist). 

The drafting of Dupard creates a log- 
jam. His arrival could mark the departure 
of Collins, who led the team in receptions 
last season but had off-the-field problems. 

The offensive line may need some 
patching. All-Pro guard John Hannah, 35, 
underwent off-season surgery on both 
shoulders and a knee and is talking of re- 
tirement. And center Pete Brock, 32, has 
not made it through a season injury-free 
in three years. 

If Hannah doesn’t play, the Patriots 
must pick between former tackle Darryl 
Haley, who sat out last year because of 
colitis, and third-year man Paul Fairchild, 
who remains relatively untested. 

Brock’s importance has been obvious 
each time he has been absent, and it 
seems unlikely that Trevor Matich, the 
Pats’ No. 1 draft pick in 1985, is ready to 
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replace him if problems develop. 

Brian Holloway and Steve Moore at the 
tackles and Ron Wooten at right guard 
are set, but there is a tight end problem. 

Starter Lin Dawson went down on New 
England's first offensive play of the Super 
Bowl with a major knee injury and will 
not be ready until after the season begins. 
Backup Derrick Ramsey, while making 28 
catches last season, often finds himself in 
Berry’s doghouse. Perhaps the draft will 
help; the Pats chose Boston College tight 
end Scott Gieselman in Round 4 and Stan- 
ford tight end Greg Baty in Round 8. 

On the bright side, the wide receivers 
are sound, with Stanley Morgan having 
found new life, Irving Fryar having found 
himself and Cedric Jones, Derwin Wil- 
liams and Stephen Starring having found 
ways to make their presence felt. 

One-third of the Patriot defense made 
the AFC Pro Bowl squad last season, led 
by outside linebacker Andre Tippett. 

Tippett, United Press International’s 
Defensive Player of the Year in the AFC, 
may be the best linebacker in the game. 
He was second in the NFL in sacks for the 
second straight year, getting 16 1/2. 

New England's defense manufactured 
an AFC-high 47 turnovers (23 intercep- 
tions, 24 fumble recoveries) during the 
regular season, then went on a real tear 
in the playoffs. In their four postseason 
games, the Patriots forced 18 turnovers. 

It seems unlikely New England can 
count on such production again, but the 
Patriots can rely on the solid play of a 
young, attacking defense. 

The Patriots do most of their attacking 
with linebackers Tippett, fellow Pro Bowl- 
er Steve Nelson, Larry McGrew and Don 
Blackmon, plus Clayton Weishuhn, who 
will be coming off of knee surgery. 

The defensive line will improve if sec- 
ond-round draft choice Mike Ruth (Boston 
College) can step in at nose tackle. In- 
cumbent Lester Williams needs to shed 50 
pounds and his penchant for injury. 

Nose tackle is not the only question 
mark. Defensive end Kenneth Sims is 
coming off his finest season—but he’s also 
coming back from his third broken leg. If 
Sims can play as he did in the first 12 
games of 1985 before being sidelined, he 
will be the force the Patriots projected 
him to be when he was the No. 1 pick 
overall in the 1982 draft. 

The secondary, too, is a mixture of 
strengths and question marks. 

Raymond Clayborn enjoyed another 
Pro Bowl season in '85 and may be among 
the top half-dozen cornerbacks in the 
league, but the other corner is a tossup for 
the third straight year. Although Ronnie 
Lippett has the inside track because of his 
1985 improvement, he faces a battle with 
Rod McSwain and draftee Vencie Glenn 
(indiana State). 

Safeties Roland James and Fred 
Marion turned in masterful performances 
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last season, Marion became an impact & 
player in his first full season as the starter 
at free safety, intercepting seven passes 
and winning Pro Bowl status. Also on 
hand is Jim Bowman, who has fine speed 
and is built like a linebacker. 
Punter Rich Camarillo and placekicker 
Tony Franklin were outstanding again in 
1985, and Fryar led the NFL in punt- 
return average with a 14.1 mark. 
One intangible in the Patriots’ 1986 sea- 
son will be the effect of the post-Super 
Bowl flap in which Berry disclosed that 
the Patriots had a drug problem and a 
Boston newspaper “named names.” 
Clearly, New England's resiliency, so evi- (7) 
dent last year in the Pats’ against-the-odds = 
drive to the Super Bowl, will be put to a = Fi 
major test again this season. I New England Patriots fullback Craig James. fe) 
1986 SCHEDULE = 
Sept. 7—INDIANAPOLI 4:00 
Sent] athe orl 00 1986 VETERAN ROSTER fe 
ete] SS EATILE NFL Games 
ean beaver a No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt Exp. Birthdate College In’85 [= 
re i | Beemer 8 Ee ee (EG 
: y "| jowman, Jim = )-26- fentral Michigan 
eke pee ets 100 58 tBrock, Pete Gales: 0975 1 7 aaibanecobradot 7 y 9 
Nov. 2—-ATLANTA’ 100 3 Camarillo, Rich P 5-11 185 6 11-29-59 Washington 16 [.¥ 
Me Soa aaa a: a ee ae i 
3 ; : allins, Tony = -27- ast Carolina 
Nbieseeat bos: Angeles Ra ano 92 {Creswel, Smiley DE 6-4 251 2 12-11-59 Michigan State a3 
NNere eh ALOE Te 87 Dawson, Lin TE 6-3 240 6 6-24-59 NorthCarolina State 16 
Dee 7_CINCINNATI T:00 Doig, Steve LB 6-2 242 4 3-28-60 NewHampshire *0 
Dene SAN ERANEISCG: 100 11 Eason, Tony QB 6-4 212 4 10- 8-59 Illinois 16 a 
Peseta t at 66 Fairchild, Paul G 64 270 3 9-14-61 Kansas 16 
ees aa ‘ 1 Franklin, Tony K 5-8 182 8 11-18-56 Texas A&M 16 
80 Fryar, Irving WR/KR 6-0 200 3 9-29-62 Nebraska 16 
1985 RESULTS—(14-6) 43 Gibson, Ernest, CB 5-10 185 3 10- 3-61 Furman 9 
Patriots ee 14 +Grogan, Steve QB 6-4 210 12 7-24-53 Kansas State 7 
26 Green Ba (Hy anaes 68 Haley, Darryl T 6-4 265 4 2-16-61 Utah 20 
$ Chicago tayietinee 73 Hannah, John G 63 265 14 4 4-51 Alabama 14 Co} 
uy Bun Weeticer 27 tHawthorne,Greg WR/RB 6-2 225 8 9- 5-56 Baylor 15 
20 LA. Raiders East) EERE 76 Holloway, Brian T 6-7 288 6 7-25-59 Stanford 16 
EC rarerienabaes 34 thy. Gonos 51 tIngram, Brian LB 6-4 235 5 10-31-59 Tennessee 15 r 4 
Tabu 3 tH) 30462 32. James, Craig RB 6-0 215 3 1. 2-61 SouthernMethodist 16 
20 New York Jets 13 (HW) 98163 38 tJames, Roland S 62 191 7 218-58 Tennessee 16 Wu 
Ey Ta wo oaeen 83 Jones, Cedric WR 61 184 5 6 1-60 Duke 16 
13M 13 W eeect 42 tLippett, Ronnie CB 5-11 180 4 12-10-60 Miami (Fla.) 16 
34 13 () 3a176 31 {Marion, Fred S 62 191 5 8 259 Miami(Fia.) 16 
20 Bay Coo 64 Matich, Trevor C 6-4 270 2 10- 9-61 Brisham Young 1 
‘ 50 McGrew, Larry LB 6-5 233 6 7-23.57 Soilthern California 3 
aa mee foes 23 McSwain, Rod CB 61 198 3 Glemson 16 
ra % (W esore 67 Moore, Steve G/T 64 285 4 Tennessee 16 W 
Fa 30 (A) e940 86 Morgan, Stanley WR 5-11 181 10 Tennessee 15 
3a O3) tH) ceracs 75 tMorriss, Guy C/G 6-4 255 14 Texas Christian 16 
: 57 Nelson, Steve iB 62 230 13 North Dakota State 15 
AFC WILD-CARD GAME 98 Owens, Dennis NT 6-1 258 5 North Carolina State 14 
26 N.Y. Jets. 14 (A) 70,958 70 Plunkett, Art T 67 260 6 Nevada-Las Vegas 15 
AFC PLAYOFF GAME Gs vy eis ie Pa oe 3 Logs) ae 
i famsey, Tom : 
aE Pua) eee 52 Rembert, Johnny 1B 6-3 234 4 Clemson 16 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 95 +Reynolds, Ed LB 6-5 230 4 Virginia 12 
31 Miami “ 14 (A) 74,978 41 oD son, Bo TE/RE 6-2 ee ui West Texas State °0 
NFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME Shield, Joe QB 61 185 2 Trinity 20 
10 Chicago 4% (*) 73818 TT Simis, Kenneth DE 6-5 271 5 Texas 13 
(*)Superdome, New Orieans, 81 Starting, Stephen WR/KR 5-10 172 4 McNeese State 16 
20 Tatupy ies Re 60 227 9 Southern California 16 
jomas, Ben . Auburn 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 56 Tippett, Andre LB 6-3 241 5 Towa 16 
Round and Player Position College 60 Veris, Garin DE 6-4 255 2 Stanford 16 
1. DUPARD, Reggie RB SMU 24 Weathers, Robert RB 6-2 222 5 Arizona State 16 
2. RUTH, Mike NT Boston College 53 Welshuhn, Clayton LB 6-1 218 3 Angelo State °0 
from Seattle 82 Williams, Derwin WR 6-0 170 2 New Mexico 16 
2. GLENN, Vencie DB Indiana State 54 Wiliams, Ed LB 6-4 244 3 Texas 13 
ee gimmie EG ums, 
4. GIESELMAN, Scott TE Boston Coll jiliams, Lester iT 6. iam (Fla. 
5. ROBINSON, Greg. G Sacramento St. 90 +Williams, Toby DE 6-3 254 4 Nebraska 5 
6. Choice to Tampa Bay 61 +Wooten, Ron 6 63 273 5 North Carolina 14 
7. McDONALD, Ray WR Florida “Doig last active with Lions in’84; Haley, Robinson, Weishubn and J. Willams missed ’85 season due 
from San Francisco to injury; Creswell played 3 games with Eagles, active for 3 games with Patriots, but did not play in ‘85; 
7. WILLIAMS, Brent DE Toledo 7 Ramsey active for 11 games, but did not play; Shield active for 3 games with Packers but didnot play 
a Greg anfor: in 85. 
9. COLTON, George G Maryland Option playout; subject to developments, 
10. JONES, Cletis RB Florida State Retired—Julius Adams, 14-year defensive end, 16 games in’85, 
11. THOMAS, Gene WR Pacific Also played with Patriots in ’85—G Tom Condon (1 game). 
12. McAULAY, Don K Syracuse 
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Day of the Dolphin 


Miami Will Roll 
If Shula Can 
Patch Defense 


By LEO SUAREZ 


sem he most famous jaw in football 
jutted an extra inch or two as 
the conversation turned to the 
Miami Dolphins’ Swiss-cheese 
i defense. 

“Defensively, I don’t feel we accom- 
plished any of our goals,” Dolphins Coach 
Don Shula said. “Our run defense, if any- 
thing, wasn’t as good as it had been, and 
certainly wasn’t what it needs to be. Our 
defensive line was a real trouble spot. The 
linebacker position really hurt us last 
year. Like the defensive line and line- 
backers, we need great improvement in 
our secondary. And aside from Fuad Re- 
veiz's field-goal accuracy (22 of 27 at- 
tempts), I was disappointed in our special 
teams.” 

Make no mistake about it, Shula will not 
let the defense rest in 1986. At least not 
until it improves last year’s 23rd overall 
ranking in the 28-team National Football 
League (23rd against the run and 22nd 
against the pass). 

Shula, however, is confident that the 
Dolphins have enough offense to make up 
for their defensive deficiencies and win 
another American Football Conference 
Eastern Division championship. That's 
how the Dolphins did it in 1985 when they 
shrugged off early-season holdouts by 
quarterback Dan Marino and linebacker 
Bob Brudzinski and other problems to win 
their third straight AFC East title. They 
eventually advanced to the AFC cham- 
pionship game before losing to division- 
rival New England, 

The running game, featuring Tony 
Nathan (667 yards on 143 carries last sea- 
son), is weak, but the coach has high ex- 
pectations for second-year backs Ron 
Davenport and Lorenzo Hampton. Be- 
sides, with the high-powered Marino 
(4,137 yards, 30 touchdowns) throwing to 
receivers-deluxe Mark Duper (35 catches, 
650 yards), Mark Clayton (70 and 996) and 
Nat Moore (51 and 701), Shula is not going 
to change his explosive air attack to a 
grind-it-out running machine. 

“We're not going to take the ball out of 
Marino’s hands to prove we can run,” 
Shula said. “But we do need to run better 
to balance the offense and keep winning. 
We feel we can with the people we have.” 

On those rare occasions when Marino's 
wide receivers were covered by opposing 
secondaries, tight ends Bruce Hardy (39 
catches) and Dan Johnson (13 catches) 
usually were open. 
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The powerful right arm of quarterback Dan Marino will be the key to 


Miami’s 1986 playoff hopes. 


The only serious questions about the 
Dolphins offense is whether tackle Jon 
Giesler and guards Ed Newman and Jeff 
Toews will recover from knee injuries. 
But even that doesn’t appear to be much 
of a problem. All-Pro center Dwight 
Stephenson and Pro Bowl guard Roy Fos- 
ter head a deep cast that allowed the 
fewest sacks (19) in the NFL last season 
despite the injury problems. Miami 
doesn’t lose much when tackle Ronnie 
Lee and guard Steve Clark are forced into 
action. 

The Dolphins’ defense, however, is not 
on such solid footing. With the exception 
of outside linebackers Hugh Green and 
Brudzinski and cornerback William Jud- 
son, no job appears safe. 
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The team’s defensive line will have to 
show more consistency. Shula was not 
pleased with the play of ends Doug Bet- 
ters and Kim Bokamper or nose tackle 
Mike Charles. The Dolphins sorely missed 
nose tackle Bob Baumhower, who sat out 
the entire 1985 season with a knee injury. 
If Baumhower, who had a second knee op- 
eration in the off-season, is able to come 
back, it would give Miami's line a big lift. 

“We're hoping he can play,” Shula said. 
“His loss really hurt us. Take a Pro Bowl 
nose tackle out of your lineup and you are 
going to suffer, and we did.” 

The 6-foot-4, 285-pound Charles had a 
team-leading seven sacks and appeared 
to be the answer when Baumhower went 
down, but he was too inconsistent for 


Shula’s taste. 

“Charles played good and bad for us in 
1985,” Shula said. “We just need a more 
consistently high level of play from him.” 

That also seemed to be the case with 
both Betters (514 sacks) and Bokamper 
(21% sacks). Both players did play, howev- 
er, with nagging injuries. 

“At times Betters played well and at 
other times he didn’t play up to his poten- 
tial,” Shula said. “Bokamper was plagued 
by injuries, We just need an intense Doug 
Betters and a healthy Bokamper.” 

With Betters and Bokamper entering 
the twilight years of their NFL careers, 
the Dolphins will take long looks at sec- 
ond-year lineman George Little and Uni- 
versity of Houston rookie TJ. Turner (a 
third-round 1986 draft pick). Little, who 
was a backup nose tackle last year, will 
be moved to end. Shula is hoping that 
Turner will turn out to be a diamond in 
the rough. 

“The success of our draft hinges on 
Turner,” Shula said. “Here’s a guy who 
was rated high and had an off senior year. 
If we can make him a player, he could 
really help us.” 

John Offerdahl, the team’s second- 
round choice and first draft pick, is ex- 
pected to make an immediate impact. 
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The Western Michigan inside linebacker 
will compete with much-maligned veter- 
ans Mark Brown, Jay Brophy and Jackie 
Shipp. 

“We're not going to hand him the job, 
but we feel that he can upgrade us at the 
Position,” Shula said. “It's no secret that 
I've not been happy with the play of our 
inside linebackers.” 

The outside linebackers are the 
strength of the defense, With Brudzinski 
and Green patrolling their areas, Shula 
can concentrate on other areas of the de- 
fense. 

“Brudzinski's (1985) holdout hurt us 
early, but he settled down and played the 
consistent-type football he is noted for,” 
Shula said. “Green gave us the intensity 
and high level of play we were looking 
for. Having them both from the beginning 
of camp will really help us.” Green came 
to the Dolphins six weeks into last season 
ina trade with Tampa Bay, 

The Dolphins secondary, while not as 
porous as the line or the inside linebacker 
positions, is not without its question 
marks. Will Don McNeal’s luck hold up 
long enough for the cornerback to play an 


Linebacker Hugh Green will be the 
central figure in Miami’s hope for 
defensive improvement. 
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DOLPHINS! 


The AFC East Champion Miami Dolphins will 
be strong Super Bowl contenders again in 
1986 and there's only one publication 
devoted exclusively to bringing you the inside 
story of the Dolphins. It's DOLPHIN DIGEST! 
Published 30 times a year (weekly August 
through January and monthly in the off- 
season) the DOLPHIN DIGEST brings you 
Game Coverage @ Top Columnists 

© Action Photos @ Rosters & Previews 

© Countdown to Kickoff @ Predictions 

© Coverage of the exciting University of 
Miami Hurricanes! @ Comprehensive 
Stats & Morel 


FREE GIFT! 


Subscribe now and you'll receive a 
FREE copy of the Official 1986 
Miami Dolphin Media Guide! In it 
you'll find: 

Personal Player Profiles & Photos 


Pr3sssssssseeosmes 

1 YES! Enter my subscription to Dolphin Digest for the term indicated 

J] below: thave enclosed payment with my order (or charged my eredit card) | 
Check one: 
1-year (30 issues) - $26.95 

Bo 2-vears (60 issues) - 645.95 
2 3-years (90 issues) - $66.95 
1 Check here if a renewal 

B customer No, 


Check one: 
Gl enclose payment with order 
VISA MC Exp, Date 

Card No, 


1 Send my subscription 1ST CLASS MAIL. 
I've enclosed an additional $32 per year. 


NAME = = = 
© Complete Individual & Team Records 
@ '85 Season Review & ‘86 Preview ADDRESS — =— we 
@ Player Statistics and Much, Much More! 

cr = STATE — zip 


Credit Card Orders Phone: 
1-800-334-4005 
In Florida 

1-800-334-4378 


Send payment to: Dolphin Digest, P.O. Box 6600, Miami, FL33252 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE TOLL FREE: 
In Florida: 1-800-334-4378 @ Out of State: 1-800-334-4005 


"86 Modia Guide 
with every 
Subscription 
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injury-free season? Will the Dolphins keep 
Paul Lankford at cornerback or make 
him a safety? Is the safety tandem of Bud 
Brown and Glenn Blackwood good 
enough for the Dolphins to win a Super 
Bowl? 

Shula hopes to have the answers before 
the start of the 1986 season. If he doesn’t, 
the Dolphins could be in for a tough year 
in a division that includes the much-im- 
proved New York Jets (11-5) and the AFC- 
champion New England Patriots. 

“Everyone said the AFC West was the 
toughest division, but ours turned out to be 
the toughest in 1985,” Shula said. “We'll 
need to get better to go against the Jets 
and the Patriots. The Colts are much im- 
proved and you know the Bills can only 
get better. Therefore, we have to keep 
getting better.” 

Reveiz gives Miami its first consistent 
field-goal kicker since Garo Yepremian’s 
glory years in the 1970s. Reggie Roby 
averaged 43.7 yards per punt last season, 
second only to Indianapolis’ Rohn Stark 
(45.9). 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at San Diego... 
Sept.14—INDIANAPOLIS .. 
Sept.21—at New York Jets 
Sept.28—SAN FRANCISCO. 
Oct. 5—at New England 
Oct. 12—BUFFALO. 


, 10—at Cleveland 
Nov. 16—at Buffalo 
Nov. 24—NEW YORK JETS (Mon. 


Dec, 14—at Los Angeles Ram: 
‘Dec, 22—NEW ENGLAND (Mon. 


1985 RESULTS—(13-5) 


Dolphins Att, 
23 Houston. 26 (A) 47,656 
30 Indianapolis.. 13 (H) 53,693 
31 Kansas Cit 0 (H) 69,791 


AFC SEMIFINAL GAME 


24 Cleveland... 21 (H) 75,128 
AFC CHAMPIONSHIP Sane 
14 New England. HH) 74,978 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Position College 


1. Choice to Tampa Bay 

2. OFFERDAHL, John LB Western Mich. 
3. TURNER, T.J. DT Houston 

4, PRUITT, James WR Fullerton St. 
5. WYATT, Kevin DB Arkansas 

6. SOWELL, Brent DT Alabama 

7. KOLIC, Larry LB Ohio State 
Be SHART ote T Texas 

9. THOMPSOI DB Baylor 


10. WICKERSNAN Mieff QB Louisiana State 
11. FRANKLIN, Arnold TE North Carolina 
12, ISOM, Rickey RB No. Carolina St. 


40 * 


Miami Dolphins running back Woody Bennett. 


NFL Games 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
70 tBarnett, Bill DE 6-4 260 7 Nebraska 16 
73 Baumhower, Bob NT 265 9 Alabama *0 
34 Bennett, Woody RB 225 B Miami (Fia.) 16 
75 +Betters, Doug DE 6-7 265 9 Nevada-Reno 14 
47 Blackwood, Glenn S 6-0 190 8 Texas 14 
42 Blackwood, Lyle S 61 190 14 Texas Christian 16 
58 Bokamper, Kim DE 6-6 255 10 San Jose State 16 
56 Bowser, Charles LB 6-3 235 5 Duke 2 
53. Brophy, Jay 1B 6-3 233 3 Miami (Fla.) 16 
43 Brown, Bud S60 194 3 Southern Mississippi 16 
51 Brown, Mark 1B 6-2 225 4 Purdue 15 
59 Brudzinski, Bob LB 6-4 223 10 Ohio State 14: 
Carter, Joe RB 5-11 198 3 Alabama 10 
Either ike, NT 6-4 285 4 Syracuse 16 
ilo, Ton} NT 6-3 257 3 Miami (Fla.) °4 

76 Felark: Stove G 64 255 5 Utah 16 
83 Clayton, Mark WR 5-9 175 4 Louisville 16 
Corker, John 1B 65 240 4 Oklahoma State °l7 

30 Davenport, Ron RB 6-2 230 2 Louisville 16 
65 Dellenbach, Jeff T 66 280 2 Wisconsin il 
Dennard, Mark C 61 252 8 Texas A&M °16 

85 Duper, Mark WR 5-9 187 5 Northwestern State (La) 9 
Farmer, George WR 5-10 175 4 Southern University °0 
Foster, Jerome DE 6-2 263 3 Ohio State £0 

61 Foster, Roy G 6-4 275 5 Southern California 16 
79 Giesler, Jon T 65 260 8 Michigan 13 
74 Green, Cleveland T 63 262 8 Southern University 12 
55 Green, Hugh 1B 62 225 6 Pittsburgh “16 
27 Hampton, Lorenzo RB 6-0 212 2 Florida 16 
84 Hardy, Bruce TE 6-5 232 9 Arizona State 16 
88 Heflin, Vince WR 6-0 185 5 Central State (0.) 5 
Hobley, Liffort DB 6-0 207 2 Louisiana State 55 

11 Jensen, Jim WR 64 215 6 Boston University 16 
87 Johnson, Dan Te 6-3 240 4 Towa State 12 
m cB 190 5 South Carolina State 16 

S 198 7 Colorado 5 

CB 6-2 184 5 Penn State 16 

G/C 6-2 263 6 UCLA “11 

G 6-4 265 8 Baylor 15 

99 Little, George NT 6-4 278 2 Towa 14 
13 Marino, Dan QB 6-4 214 4 Pittsburgh 16 
28 McNeal, Don CB 5-11 192 6 Alabama 10 
91 Moore, Mack DE 6-4 258 2 Texas A&M 16 
89 Moore, Nat WR 5-9 188 13 Florida 15 
54 Moyer, Alex 1B 6-1 221 2 Northwestern 10 
22 Nathan, Tony RB 6-0 206 8 Alabama 16 
Neal, Speedy FB 6-2 254 2 Miami (Fia.) *0 

64 tNewman, Ed G 6-2 255 13 20 
Oatis, Victor WR 6-0 177 2 Northwestern State (La.) °0 

9 Pisarcik, Joe QB 6-4 220 9 New Mexico State °0 
7 Reveiz, Fuad K 5-11 222 2 Temessee 16 
4 Roby, Reggie P 6-2 243 4 low: 16 
Rose, Donovan DB 6-1 180 2 Hampton Institute +13 

80 Rose, Joe TE 6-3 230 7 California 16 
Sampleton, Lawrence TE 6-5 233 4 Texas 20 

52 Sendlein, Robin LB 6-3 225 6 Texas 16 
50 Shipp, Jackie 1B 6-2 236 3 Oklahoma 16 
18 Smith, Mike CB 6-0 i171 2 Texas-El Paso 7 
Smith, Ricky DB 6-0 182 4 ‘Alabama State *0 

45 Sowell, Robert cB 5-11 175 4 Howard 10 
57 Stephenson, Dwight, 6-2 255 7 Alabama 16 
10 Strock, Don B 65 220 13 Virginia Tech 16 
‘Thomas, Kelly T 3 Southern California °0 

60 Toews, Jeff G/c 8 Washington sb 
32 tVigorito, Tom © WR/RB Virginia 3 


*Baumhower, Newman and Pisarcik missed ‘85 season due to injury; Chickillo played 4 games with 
Ghargersin 85; Corker played 17 sames with Showboats (USHL) hy'85 and last actWve in NFL with ters 

;; Dennard played 16 games with Eagles in 'B5; Farmer last active with Rams in ‘84; J. Foster last 
active with Oilers in 84; H. Green played 5 games with Buccaneers, 11 with Dolphins in ‘85; Hobley played 
5 games with Cardinals in “85; L. Lee played 6 games with Lions, 5 with Dolphins in ‘85; Neal last active 
with Bills in’84; Oatis last active with Colts in ‘83; D. Rose played 13 games with Tiger-Cats (CFL) in’85 
and last active in NFL with Chiefs in ‘80; Sampleton last active with Eagles in ’84; R. Smith last active 
with Patriots and Redskins in “84; Thomas last active with Buccaneers in ‘84, 

Option Bavout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Dolphins in ‘65—WR Duriel Harris (6 games), WR Frank Lockett (3), LB Sanders 
Shiver (6), 6B John Swain (6), CB/KR Fulton Walker (2). 
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Upward Mobility 


Improving Colts 
Edging Toward 
Respectability 


By MIKE KAHN 


n the wacky world of the Indianap- 
olis Colts, it’s merely speculation 
what will happen in the next 24 
hours. Or next week. Or next 
month. 

Only one thing is for sure—the ever-ac- 
tive franchise isn’t treading water, and 
that’s the way second-year Coach Rod 
Dowhower likes it. 

“In the short time I've been here, I 
think my track record speaks for itself,” 
Dowhower said. “We're bent on improv- 
ing this team and will make the moves 
necessary.” 

Among the moves the Colts made in 
1985—a year in which the National Foot- 
ball League team compiled a 5-Il record— 
were the outright releases of former start- 
ers Curtis Dickey, Ray Butler, Art 
Schlichter, Frank Middleton and Bernard 
Henry. 

“We're always looking to upgrade this 
team, and Mr. Irsay (Colts Owner Robert 
Irsay) has continually given me the re- 
sources I've needed,” Dowhower said. 

“The thing we have going for this team 
is a positive attitude, and that we are im- 
proving. And we are committed to build- 
ing through the draft.” 

Such building has been handicapped by 
the Colts’ pre-Dowhower—and pre-Indi- 
anapolis—draft of 1983. Not one of the 
club's 12 draftees of that year is on the 
current roster, although Pro Bowler Chris 
Hinton, whose signing rights were ac- 
quired shortly after the 83 draft in the 
trade of the rights to John Elway, is a fix- 
ture at left offensive tackle. Clearly, 
though, the regime of Dowhower, person- 
nel chief Jack Bushofsky and their staffs 
is headed in the right direction on player- 
development decisions. 

The Colts, who won their last two 
games in 1985, began making things hap- 
pen 12 days before the 1986 draft when 
they dealt their third-round choice to New 
Orleans so they could move from the sixth 
Position to fourth in the first round, sup- 
posedly to pick Purdue quarterback Jim 
Everett. But when it became apparent the 
day before the draft that Houston, choos- 
ing third, would take Everett, the Colts 
swapped second-round selections (33rd 
for 47th) and a middle-round choice in 
1987 to Dallas for quarterback Gary Hoge- 
boom. 

Consequently, with a quarterback al- 
ready in hand, Indianapolis snatched 280- 
pound defensive end Jon Hand from Ala- 


Johnie Cooks has found a perma- 
nent home at outside linebacker. 


bama with that fourth pick to bolster its 
pass rush. 

“He is an impact player,” Dowhower 
said. “Having Hand, Donnell Thompson, 
Johnie Cooks and Duane Bickett will 
allow us to upgrade ourselves within our 
division.” 

Hand figures to line up at right defen- 
sive end, opposite Thompson, who had 
been the last defensive lineman picked in 
the first round by the Colts (1981). Cooks, 
the second player picked overall in the 
1982 draft, has finally found a permanent 
Position at left outside linebacker. Bickett, 
another former first-rounder who played 
at right outside linebacker and was 
named the Associated Press’ 1985 Defen- 
sive Rookie of the Year in the NFL, led 
the team in sacks (6) and was third in 
tackles. 

The nose-tackle position is still muddled 
since Leo Wisniewski underwent recon- 
structive knee surgery prior to last sea- 
son. The Colts unsuccessfully attempted to 
trade up on draft day so they could select 
Auburn’s Gerald Williams with their sec- 
ond pick, but they did get nose tackle 
Scott Kellar of Northern Illinois in the 
fifth round. That leaves the battle wide 
open between rookies, free agents, incum- 
bent Brad White, 1984 draftees Blaise 
Winter (second round) and Chris Scott 
(third round), '84 supplemental draftee 
Byron Smith and second-year player Wil- 
lie Broughton. 

Inside linebackers Cliff Odom and 
Barry Krauss continued their battle for 
the club tackling leadership in 1985. 

The secondary, the major question 
mark entering 85, is now loaded with tal- 


ent. Right cornerback Eugene Daniel, 
playing only his second pro season, tied 
for the American Conference lead with 
eight interceptions. Free safety Anthony 
Young made the all-rookie team despite a 
knee injury that limited him to 12 starts, 
and veteran Nesby Glasgow made the ad- 
justment from free safety to strong safety. 
Preston Davis, signed as a free agent in 
1984, was adequate at left corner. 

Leonard Coleman, a No. 1 draft pick in 
"84, was finally signed during last season 
after a shaky stint in the United States 
Football League. He is likely to start in 
place of Davis or Glasgow. Donald Ander- 
son, a cornerback drafted in the second 
round in 1985, spent his rookie year nurs- 
ing various injuries but could be a factor 
this fall. 

The kicking game features the NFL’s 
all-time leading punter, Rohn Stark. Sur- 
passing the minimum total (300 punts) 
needed to qualify for the career leader- 
ship, Stark finished last season with a life- 
time NFL punting average of 45.16. 
Sammy Baugh had held the record with a 
45.10 mark. 

While Stark topped the NFL in punting 
in 85 with a 45.9 average, Colts placekick- 
er Raul Allegre was not among the 
league's top 20 kick scorers. And Allegre 
made only two of nine field-goal attempts 
from the 40-yard line and beyond. 

The Colts’ offense is a mixed bag—to 

say the least. Indianapolis led the AFC in 
Tushing last season, but was last in pass- 
ing. 
Fullback Randy McMillan had his best 
year, running for 858 yards and seven 
touchdowns. And George Wonsley suc- 
cessfully made the transition from full- 
back to halfback, gaining 716 yards and 
averaging 5.2 yards per carry. Albert 
Bentley, who was second in the AFC in 
kickoff returns, averaged 5.3 yards per 
rush in limited duty and caught the ball 
well coming out of the backfield, 

The passing game, which under the di- 
rection of Mike Pagel ranked in the AFC 
cellar for the third straight year, is due 
for a shakeup. Hogeboom and second- 
round draftee Jack Trudeau of Illinois will 
battle for the quarterback job with Pagel 
having been traded to Cleveland. 

Tight end Pat Beach led the team in 
receptions last year with 36, an indication 
of just how wide open the battle is for 
wide-receiver positions. Among the wide- 
outs, Matt Bouza and Wayne Capers were 
the top receivers with 27 and 25 catches, 
respectively. James Harbour, a seventh- 
round draft selection in '85 and projected 
as a Starter, spent the season recovering 
from a kneecap dislocation and a circula- 
tion problem. 

This year’s fourth-round pick, Bill 
Brooks of Boston University, figures to 
fight for a starting slot, along with Har- 


Continued 
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1 Colts 
HIT] Continued 
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Pq pour and free agents Michael Holston, 
Don Holmes and Steve Bryant. 
The offensive line showed the biggest 
improvement on the team, led by Hinton, 
vastly underrated center Ray Donaldson 
and superb third-year guard Ron Solt. Ben 
Utt at left guard and Karl Baldischwiler 
and Kevin Call at right tackle helped the 
sack total dip from 58 in 1984 to an im- 
pressive 35. 
Weighing the pluses and minuses, it ap- < 
pears the Colts are edging closer to com- i 7 SR E Fy 
peting with the big boys in the AFC East. Indianapolis Colts fullback Randy McMillan. 
“Our priority was improving all phases 
of the passing game, and I think we've 
done that,” Dowhower said. “On paper, 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
everything looks a lot better. But you just nis 
never know the quality until you get into No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 
ames.” Ml 57 Ahrens, Dave LB 6-3. 245 6 12. 5-58 Wisconsin 
8 
- 3 Anerson De os S10 Isr 2 fees Para 
nnderson, Don -10 1! > Be urdue 
1986 SCHEDULE Ne Obed is 58 abs 2 oe eeeean Rana 
= | = imstrong, Harvey NT 6-2 2 -29- ‘outhern Methodist 
Seo eee sa 61 +Bailey, Don C 6-4 268 3 3-24-61 Miami(Fla.) 10 
(e) eept'21—LOS ANGELES RANS 72 +Baldischwiler, Karl T 65 276 8 1-19-56 Oklahoma 16 
Sept 28—NEW YORK JETS Barnes, Roosevelt LB 6-2 228 5 8- 3-58 Purdue *16 
oS i 81 {Beach, Pat TE 6-4 244 4 12-28-59 Washington State 16 
Oct. 5—at San Francisco 
Oct, 12—NEW ORLEAN 97 Benson, Charles DE 63 267 3 11-21-60 Baylor 1 
Oct, 19—at Buffalo. 20 Bentley, Albert RB 5-11 215 2 8-15-60 Miami(Fla.) 15 
Oct, 26—MIAMI. Biasucci, Dean K 6-0 188 2 7-25-62 Western Carolina 20 
” Nov. 2—CLEVEL, a Bickett, Duane eg eas ae 1-62 Southern California 6 
= ouza, Ma . = 8! ‘alifornia 
con (RO aes 84 Boyer, Mark TE 64 232 2 916-62 SouthernCalifornia 16 
Neve 23 Sat House adit 68 Brovshton Wile (PES see 282) 20 3: a4 Miami (Fa. 2» 
mall Nov. 30—SAN DIEG! iryant, Steve - }-10-: ‘urdue 
a 72 Call, Kevin T 6-7 288 3 11-13-61 Colorado State 14 
(e) Be eee 87 Capers, Wayne wR 62 203 4 5-17-61 Kansas 14 
Deg 21 = atlas Angeles Raider 67 Caron, Roger T 65 292 2 6 3-62 Harvard 7 
a eee Ee 
00kS, I “ ississig tate 
1985 RESULTS—(5-11) 38 Daniel, Eugene CB 5-11 184 3 Louisiana State 16 
4 Colts Opp. Att. 27 Davis, Preston CB 5-11 180 3 Baylor 16 
3 Pittsburgh. 45 (A) 57,279 53 Donaldson, Ray C 6-4 281 7 Georgia 16 
13: Miami 30 (A) 53,693 44 Gill, Owen RB 6-1 230 2 Towa 15 
4 14 Detroi 6 (H) 60,042 25 Glasgow, Nesby S$ 5-10 191 8 Washington 16 
20 New York Jets. 25 (A) 61,987 Haines, John DT 66 260 2 Texas 20 
49 Buffalo... 17 (H) 60,003 75 Hinton, Chris G 6-4 285 4 Northwestern 16 
10 Denver. 15 (H) 60/128 Hogeboom, Gary QB 6-4 199 7 Central Michigan “16 
pa) 9 Buffalo 21 (A) 28,430 Holston, Michael WR 6-3 188 6 Morgan State a7 
37 Green Bay. 0 (H) 59/708 56 Hunley, Lamonte LB 6-2 238 2 Arizona 16 
a 17 New York Jets . 35 (H) 59,683 Kiel, Blair QB 6-0 200 2 Notre Dame 20 
15 New England. 34 (A) 54,176 63 fKirchner, Mark T 6-3 265 3 Baylor 0 
20 Miami. 34 (H) 59/666 12 Kofler, Matt QB 6-3 203 5 San Diego State 5 
4 7 Kansas City 20 (A) 21,762 55 Krauss, Barry LB 6-3 253 8 Alabama 16 
31. New England. 38 (H) 56,740 42 Lee, Keith B/S 5-11 200 6 Colorado State 14 
Pe} 10 Chicago. 17 (A) 59/997 59 Lowry, Orlando 1B 6-4 238 2 Ohio State 16 
31 Tampa Bay 23 (A) 25,577 31 Martin, Robbie WR 5-8 187 6 Cal Poly-SLO 16 
34 Houston.. Ye (H) 55818 49 McGregor, Kel TE 6-6 253 2 Colorado State *8 
gimiee = BL ee aie, 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES eae : eons 
93 tOdom, Cliff LB 6-2 241 6 Texas-Arlingt 16 
Round and Player Position College 21 Radachowsky,George DB 5-11 178 3 Boston college 3 
1, HAND, Jon DE Alabama 35 tRandle, Tate S$ 6-0 204 5 Texas Tech 16 
from New Orleans 95 Scott, Chris DE 6-5 271 3 Purdue 16 
1. Choice to New Orleans 83 Sherwin, Tim TE 6-6 246 6 Boston College 8 
2. Choice to Dallas 91 Smith, Byron DE 6-5 271 3 California 16 
2, TRUDEAU, Jack QB Illinois 66 Salt, Ran G 63 263 3 Maryland b 
rom Dallas stark, Rohn Po 6: 2 lorida State 
3. Choice to New Orleans 99 Thompson, Donnell DE 6-5 269 6 North Carolina 15 
4, BROOKS, Bill WR Boston U. 64 {Utt, Ben 6 65 281 5 Georgia Tech 16 
5. KELLAR, Scott DE Northern Illinois 92 +White, Brad NT 62 261 6 Tennessee 16 
5. WALKER, Gary © Boston U. Willams, Newton RB 5-10 204 3 Arizona State *0 
from San Diego 86 Williams, Oliver WR 6-3 192 2 inois 8 
6. Choice to L.A. Rams 96 Winter, Blaise DE 6-3 274 2 Syracuse 20 
7, O'MALLEY, Steve NT Northern Ilinots 69 Wisniewski, Leo NT 61 259 4 Penn State *0 
7. WHITE, Chris K — linois 34 Wonsley, George RB 6-0 221 3 Mississippi State 16 
from Hous. through Rams, 37 Young, Anthony S 5-11 196 2 10- 8-63 Temple 14 
7. SIMS, Tommy DB Tennessee Ari last active with Buccaneers in ‘84; Armstrong last active with Eagles in ‘84; Barnes played 
i [OA fy - Lo games with Lions in ‘85; Biasucci last active with Colts in ‘84; Bryant played 4 games with Ollers 
Oey fel B Memphis State '@5; Haines last active with Vikings in ‘84; Hogeboom played 16 games with Cowboys in "85; Holston 
<a Loeb T Syracuse played 3 games with Oilers, 4 with Chiefs in “85; Kiel last active with Buccaneers in ‘85; Kirchner, Winter 
10. Choice to St. Louls é and Wisniewski missed ‘85 season due to injury; McGregor played 2 games with Broncos, 6 with Colts in 
wi | Pete G Georgia 85; N. Williams last active with Colts in ‘83. 
a from ew peso Option playout; subject to developments. 
pO) 32: Wane, Steve DT Vanderbilt cy, Viste Cols in >—NT George Achiza (A sares), WR Ray Butler (111), RB Curtis Dickey 
ur a WILLIAMS, ia Dig vane (6), WR Bernard Henry (1), RB Frank Migeeton (5), QB Mike Pagel (16), QB Art Schiichter (1), DE 
rom L.A. Rams 
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The Buffalo Shuffle 


Competitive Bills 
Hope to Change 
Sagging Fortunes 


By MILT NORTHROP 


t takes more than a good house- 
cleaning to turn a cold-water flat 
into a luxury condominium. That's 
a lesson the Buffalo Bills carry with 
them into the 1986 season. 

Despite a major shuffling of the roster 
and coaching staff last year, the Bills 
went 2-14 for the second straight season. 
More changes will be necessary to get the 
Bills back into contention in the AFC 
East, but Hank Bullough thinks the 20 
players left from the 1984 and 1985 drafts 
give him a nucleus to build around. 

“Our biggest problem is having our 
players have the feeling they can be win- 
ners,” said Bullough, a veteran National 
Football League defensive coordinator 
who replaced Kay Stephenson as head 
coach after the fourth game last season. 
“They proved they can compete last year, 
but there's a big difference between com- 
peting and winning.” 

That sounds like nonsense when you're 
talking about a team that was last in the 
National Football League in scoring, 25th 
in total offense and 17th in defense. How- 
ever, in seven of their defeats, the Bills 
either Jed or trailed by less than a touch- 
down going into the fourth quarter. 

What held the Bills down was the lack 
of major-league quarterbacking, a minus- 
17 turnover ratio and a league-high 132 
penalties, 

Bruce Mathison, who hardly played in 
college at Nebraska and was the No. 3 
quarterback for two seasons with the San 
Diego Chargers, has good size (6-3, 205), is 
mobile, possesses a major league arm and 
is a positive thinker. The drawbacks are 
that he needs many more looks at NFL 
defenses and too often fails to get his 
team into the end zone from scoring 
range. As a starter in the last seven 
games last year, Mathison completed 101 
of 199 passes for 1,472 yards but had only 
three touchdown passes and 13 intercep- 
tions. 

Behind Mathison is Frank Reich, who 
held out as a rookie last year until train- 
ing camp was well under way, then spent 
the first three months of the season on the 
injured reserve list with an Achilles ten- 
don problem. 

The Bills, who still hope to some day 
have United States Football League star 
Jim Kelly calling their signals, drafted 
only one quarterback last spring, taking 
6-6, 225 pound Brian McClure of Bowling 
Green State in the 12th round. But 


McClure, who last season nearly broke 
Doug Flutie’s NCAA Division I-A career 
Passing record, figures to be a long-range 
project. 

Whether the Bills improve their record 
will largely be determined by the quality 
of their quarterbacking. 

Even if it develops, Bullough is deter- 
mined to build a ball-control type of run- 
ning attack. It may mean rebuilding an 
offensive line that lacks the size and push 
at the point of attack. 

With that in mind, the Bills held on to 
four rookie linemen last year, then draft- 
ed 290-pound Vanderbilt tackle Will Wol- 
ford with one of their two first-round picks 
this year. They also drafted South Caro- 
lina center Leonard Burton on Round 3. 

Guards Greg Christy, Mark Traynowicz 
and Chris Babyar and tackle Dale Helles- 
trae represent other building blocks for 
the line. Veteran guard Joe DeLamiel- 
leure retired in the off-season and tackle 
Ken Jones, who's entering his 11th season 
in Buffalo, will be pushed for his starting 
job. The only veterans whose jobs appear 
safe are left guard Jim Ritcher and right 
tackle Joe Devlin. 

The value of a big, tough fullback was 
not lost on Bullough while he was an assis- 
tant coach in Cincinnati during Pete John- 
son's days with the Bengals. To provide 
competition for fifth-year man Booker 
Moore, the Bills drafted 234-pound Carl 
Byrum from Mississippi Valley State and 
signed 235-pound free agent Ricky Moore, 
who was San Francisco's third-round pick 
in 1985. 

The brightest spot in the offense the 
last two seasons was running back Greg 
Bell, who last year followed his 1,100-yard 
rookie season in '84 by rushing for 883 
yards, leading the team with 58 receptions 
and scoring eight touchdowns. 

Joe Cribbs rejoined the Bills from the 
USFL at midseason last year and rushed 
for 399 yards and caught 18 passes. But he 
was unhappy playing fullback or alternat- 
ing with Bell at halfback and campaigned 
for a trade. When the Bills made multi-tal- 
ented Ronnie Harmon of Iowa a surprise 
first-round draft pick, it increased the like- 
lihood Cribbs would be dealt. Harmon fig- 
ures to back up Bell and become a key 
figure in third-down situations. Whether 
the halfback is Bell, Harmon or Cribbs, 
however, size will be a problem. All are 
less than six feet in height and Bell, at just 
210 pounds, is the heaviest. 

The Bills got decent production (37 
catches) from much-traveled tight end 
Eason Ramson, but he seems more suited 
to being an H-back. The other holdover is 
Pete Metzelaars. Looking for a blocking 
tight end, the Bills selected Bob Williams 
of Penn State and Butch Rolle of Michigan 
State in the seventh round of the draft. 

The Bills were pleased with their prac- 
tically all-new receiving corps last season. 
After a season and a half of inactivity be- 


cause of a knee injury, veteran Jerry But- 
ler caught 41 passes. Andre Reed, a 16- 
game starter, may have been the most 
overlooked rookie receiver in the league 
last season. His 48 receptions put him in 
the same company with more publicized 
rookies Eddie Brown, Vance Johnson, Al 
Toon and Jerry Rice, The Bills also got 
some production late in the season from 
rookie Chris Burkett and Eric Richardson, 
a disappointment as a rookie in '84, 

Buffalo didn’t invest heavily in defen- 
sive players in the draft, so new defensive 
coordinator Herb Paterra will work main- 
ly with holdovers, free agent signees and 
trade acquisitions. Any changes are likely 
to come at left end and outside line- 
backer. 

Even with the addition of Bruce Smith, 
the No. 1 pick in the '85 draft, the Bills 
ranked last in the league in sacks (25), 
Smith had 61 sacks in 13 starts, but was 
not an instant sensation and received lit- 
tle help. Left end Ben Williams, entering 
his 11th year, may have lost some of the 
quickness that once made him a Pro Bowl 
choice. It could be time for third-year vet- 
eran Sean McNanie to exert himself; if 
not, the Bills will have to look elsewhere. 
Although many fans think he has slipped, 
former All-Pro nose tackle Fred Smerlas 
should still be in his prime at age 29, 

The weakness in a run defense that 
yielded an average of 154 yards per game 
was caused largely by problems at outside 
linebacker. Lucius Sanford, the right side 
starter, missed the first five games with a 
back problem. Darryl Talley and Guy 
Frazier proved less than adequate on the 
left, 

Although he was seldom used last sea- 
son, former Dallas linebacker Anthony 
Dickerson may figure on the weak side, 
especially if Sanford has trouble coming 
back from additional back surgery. Hal 
Garner, a rangy outside backer who was 
progressing as a rookie last year until he 
was sidelined with a toe injury, may be 
ready to start. Stan David, another young 
linebacker, is coming off a back injury. 

Veterans Jim Haslett and Eugene 
Marve again will man the inside positions. 
Depth could be provided by Steve Maid- 
low, James Seawright or eighth-round 
draft pick Tony Furjanic of Notre Dame. 

Two new starters teamed with left cor- 
nerback Charles Romes (seven intercep- 
tions) and strong safety Steve Freeman in 
the secondary last year. Left corner Der- 
rick Burroughs, a first-round draft choice, 
showed flashes of brilliance despite labor- 
ing on a bad ankle most of his rookie sea- 
son. Martin Bayless took over the free 
safety spot in the third week and held it 
until he was sidelined with a late-season 
neck injury. 

Behind Romes and Burroughs at the 
corners are veterans Rod Hill, Lawrence 


Continued 
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Johnson and Rodney Bellinger. Others in 
the picture at safety are Donald Wilson, 
blitz specialist Jim Perryman and free 
agent signee Mark Kelso. 

‘Among AFC punters, only Ray Guy of 
the Raiders had a better year than Buffa- 
lo’s John Kidd, who averaged 41.5 yards 
and ranked second in net average (35.9). 
Of his 92 punts, a league-record 33 were 
inside the 20-yard line. Kicker Scott Nor- 
wood should keep his job. The former 
USFL kicker converted his first 10 field- 
goal attempts and was 13 for 17 for the 
season. 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—NEW YORK JET: 
Sept.14—at Cincinnati 
Sept.21—ST. LOUIS 
Sept.28—KANSAS CITY. 
Oct. 5—at New York Jets. 
Oct: 12—at Miami. 
Oct. 19—INDIANAPOLIS .. 
Oct. 26—NEW ENGLAND .. 
Nov. 2—at Tampa Bay.. 
Nov. 9—PITTSBURGH. 
Nov. 16—MIAMI 
Nov. 23—at New 
Nov. 30—at Kansas City 
Dec. 7—CLEVELAND. 
Dec. 14—at Indianapol 
Dec. 21—at Houston... 


1985 RESULTS— (2-14) 


Bills . Att. 
3 San Diego... (H) 68,794 
3 New York Jets .. 42 (A) 63,449 


14 New England.. 17 (H) 40,334 


20 27 (H) 45,667 
7 49 (A) 60,003 
2 14 (A) 40,462 
21 9 (H) 28,430 
7 21 (A) 60,987 
7 23 (H) 25,640 
20 0 (H) 21,832 
qt 17 (A) 50,764 
4 23 (H) 50,474 
40 (A) 45,487 

+ New York ies 27 (H) 23,122 
24 Pittsburgh. (A) 35,953 
0 Mi (A) 64,811 

1986 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player 
1. Choice to Cleveland 
1, HARMON, Ronnie RB 
from Cleveland 
1. WOLFORD, Will 
from Dallas through San Fran. 
2. Choice to Detroit 
through San Francisco 
3. Choice to San Francisco 
3, BURTON, Leonard c 
from L.A. Rams 
4. Choice to Green Bay 
e BYRUM, Carl RB 
ft 
7 
7 
7 
8. 
8 


Position College 
Towa 


T Vanderbilt 


South Carolina 


Miss. Valley St. 
Choice to Dallas 
Choice to Cleveland 

: WILLIAMS, Bob TE 
from Tampa Bay 

. PIKE, Mark oT 
from Detroit 

. ROLLE, Butch TE 
from Seattle 

. Choice to Kansas City 

|. FURJANIC, Tony LB 
from Kansas City 


Penn State 
Georgia Tech 
Michigan State 


Notre Dame 


9. BYNUM, Reggie WR Oregon State 

10. TEAFATILLER, Guy NT _Ilinois 

11, GARBARCZYK, Tony NT Wake Forest 

11. WITT, Billy DE North Alabama 


from Indianapolis 

12. Choice to Dallas 

12) McCLURE, Brian as 
from Kansas City 

12. CHRISTIAN, Derek LB 
from Green Bay 


Bowl. Green St. 


West Virginia 
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‘games with Colts in ‘85. 


(2), LB Eric Wilson (14). 


‘TOption playout; subject to developments. 
Retired—Joe DeLamielleure, 13-year guard, 10 games in ‘85. 
Also played with Bills in ’85—QB Joe Dufek (active for 1 
Ferragamo (10 games), LB Larry Kubin (2), TE Ulysses Norris (2), 


Buffalo Bills defensive end Bruce Smith. 


'B Mike Pruitt (4), RB Van Wil 


NFL Games 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College in’85 
43 Bayless, Martin S 62 195 3 10-11-62 Bowling Green State 12 
28 Bell, Greg RB 5-10 210 3 8- 1-62 Notre Dame 16 
36 Bellinger, Rodney CB 5-8 189 3 6-462 Miami(Fla.) 16 
81 Brookins, Mitchell WR 5-11 19% 3 12-10-60 Illinois 5 
85 Burkett, Chris WR 6-4 198 2 8-21-62 Jackson State 16 
29 Burroughs, Derrick CB 61 180 2 5-18-62 Memphis State 14 
80 Butler, Jerry WR 6-0 178 7 10- 2-57 Clemson 16 
Caldwell, Darryl T 65 245 2 2- 2-60 Tennessee State *0 

69 Christy, Greg G 64 279 2 4-29-62 Pittsburgh i 
Clark, Bryan QB 62 19% 3 7-27-60 Michigan State 0 

20 Cribbs, Joe RB 5-11 193 6 1- 5-58 Auburn 10 
63 +Cross, Justin T 66 265 5 4-29-59 Western State (Colo.) 3 
59 David, Stan LB 63 210 2 2-17-62 Texas Tech 20 
70 Devin, Joe T 65 267 10 2-23-54 Iowa 16 
58 Dickerson, Anthony LB 6-2 222 7 6- 9-57 Southern Methodist 16 
32 Frazier, Guy LB 6-2 217 6 7-20-59 Wyoming 16 
22 Freeman, Steve S 5-11 185 12 5- 8-53 Mississippi State 16 
99 Garner, Hal LB 6-5 220 2 1-18-62 UtahState 13 
53 Grant, Will C 63 264 9 3- 7-54 Kentucky 16 
55 Haslett, Jim LB 63 228 8 12- 9-57 Indiana (Pa.) 16 
T1 Heliestrae, Dale T 65 21 2 Southern Methodist 4 
5 Hill, Rod cB 6-0 188 4 Kentucky State 10 
30 Hutchinson, Anthony RB 5-10 18 4 Texas Tech 5 
48 Johnson, Lawrence CB 5-11 202 7 9-11-57 Wisconsin 16 
72 Jones, Ken T 65 279 11 12- 1-52 Arkansas State 16 
4 Kidd, John P 6-3, 208° <3: Northwestern 16 
Krerowicz, Mark G 6-4 285 2 Ohio State 20 

90 Maidiow, Steve LB 62 238 4 Michigan State 16 
54 Marve, Eugene LB 6-2 240 5 Saginaw Valley State 14 
7 Mathison, Bruce QB 6-3 205 4 Nebraska 10 
95 McNanie, Sean DE 6-5 265 3 San Diego State 16 
88 Metzelaars, Pete TE 6-7 243 5 Wabash 16 
34 Moore, Booker RB 5-11 222 5 Penn State 16 
11 Norwood, Scott K 60 205 2 James Madison 16 
23 Perryman, Jim S60 175 2 Millikin ll 
Ponder, David NT 6-3 250 2 Florida State °4 

79 Prater, Dean DE 64 256 5 Oklahoma State 16 
87 tRamson, Eason TE 6-2 234 8 Washington State 16 
83 Reed, Andre WR 6-0 18 2 Kutztown State 16 
14 Reich, Frank QB 6-3 208 2 Maryland 1 
82 Richardson, Eric WR 61 18 2 ‘San Jose State 16 
idick, Robb RB 6-0 195 4 Millersville State °0 
‘fRitcher, Jim G 6-3 258 7 North Carolina State 16 

26 Romes, Charles CB 6-1 188 10 North Carolina Central 16 
57 Sanford, Lucius LB 6-2 220 9 Georgia Tech 11 
76 Smerlas, Fred NT 6-3 268 8 Boston College 16 
78 Smith, Bruce DE 6-4 279 2 Virginia Tech 16 
74 Smith, Don NT 6-5 262 8 Miami (Fla.) 16 
45 Steels, Anthony RB 5-9 200 2 Nebraska “15 
56 Talley, Darryl LB 6-4 227 4 West Virginia 16 
86 Teal, Jimmy WR 5-10 170 2 Texas A&M e 
62 Traynowicz, Mark G 65 272 2 Nebraska 14 
Virkus, Scott DE 6-5 248 4 Purdue *15 

65 Vogler, Tim G 61 27 8 Ohio State 14 
77 Williams, Ben DE 6-3 266 11 Mississippi 16 
21 Wilson, Don S 62 199 3 North Carolina State 16 


Caldwell last active with Bills in ‘83; Clark last active with Bengals in ’84; David and Riddick missed 
“85 season due to injury; Krerowicz active for 6 games with Browns in ‘85, did not play; Ponder played 4 
games with Cowboys in “85; Steels played 6 games with Chargers, 9 with Bills in ‘85; Virkus played 15 


me, but did not play), QB 
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he funny thing about the medi- 
ocrity in the American Confer- 


ence’s Central Division ... is 
that the situation isn’t funny 
anymore. 


If the so-so play continues for a fourth 
consecutive season, life in the division 
might become downright stressful. Late 
last season, some Pittsburgh fans were 
complaining about Steelers Coach Chuck 
Noll, a four-time Super Bowl winner. Pa- 
tience is wearing thin. 

AFC Central teams have maneuvered 
through trades and drafts to improve 
themselves. Young players have gained 
experience. Will it finally make a differ- 
ence in 1986? 

“The only thing I can’t predict is how 
soon some of the new talent coming in 
can get that uphill cycle going,” Cincin- 
nati Coach Sam Wyche said. “The division 
should be good this year. I think it will be 
among the strongest.” 

The AFC Central certainly has had 
enough opportunities to improve. The 
Oilers, with a 14-53 record dating to Octo- 
ber 1981, are regulars in the opening hour 
of the draft. The Bengals have had seven 
first-round picks in the last three years, 
The Steelers have regressed to a point 
where, in '86, they had their highest draft 
choice (the No. 9 selection overall) since 
1971. With their division-winning 8-8 rec- 
ord, the Browns were entitled to the 16th 
pick but yielded it because of a trade, 

Have these chances at improvement 
been squandered? Many have. 

Among Cincinnati's first-round picks 
from 1981 through 1984 were Ricky Hun- 
ley, Pete Koch, Glen Collins and David 
Verser. None of the four is still with the 
Bengals; Hunley, in fact, never signed 
with the club and his rights were traded to 
Denver. The Steelers have invested heavi- 
ly in linemen during the first and second 
rounds of recent drafts, but still lack a 
solid offensive front and are troubled by a 
weak pass rush. The Browns have gam- 
bled their future on quarterback Bernie 
Kosar, a supplemental draft pick in 1985, 
while the Oilers have assembled a college 
all-star team of draft selections but con- 
tinue to struggle. 

Three AFC Central teams left them- 
selves open to criticism by making unex- 
pected choices in last April's draft. 

How could the Oilers make Purdue 
quarterback Jim Everett the No. 3 selec- 
tion overall when they have a million-dol- 
lar quarterback, Warren Moon, on hand 
and possess a defense filled with overa- 
chievers? How could the Steelers, who 
have yet to find a replacement for retired 
cornerback Mel Blount, opt for a defen- 
sive lineman (Gerald Williams of Auburn) 
in the second round? 

Noll had trouble believing that Cincin- 
nati drafted Tennessee wide receiver Tim 
McGee with its second first-round selec- 
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tion when the Bengals’ starting wide-out 
spots are filled by Cris Collinsworth and 
Eddie Brown. “How many can they put on 
the field at one time?” Noll wondered. 

Cleveland might have done the best job 
of addressing its most pressing needs 
without the benefit of multiple top draft 
choices. 

Before the draft, the Browns dealt a 
fourth-round choice to the Los Angeles 
Rams for the rights to wide receiver 
Terry Greer, who had been a star in the 
Canadian Football League. They signed 
another CFL receiver, Jeff Boyd, and used 
their only selection in the first four rounds 
on Webster Slaughter of San Diego State. 
The moves should upgrade a pathetic 
wide-receiving corps (the Browns’ top two 
wide-outs last season totaled only 48 re- 
ceptions). 

Of course, those transactions will be 
meaningless if Kosar does not develop 
into a franchise quarterback. As a 21- 
year-old rookie, Kosar completed just 50 
percent of his passes for an offense that 
averaged only 164.8 yards a game through 
the air, but he was mature enough to help 
the team to the division title. 

A championship team with a .500 rec- 
ord earns little respect, though. The 
Browns’ success in 1985 marked the first 
time in National Football League history 
that a title had been won by a team post- 
ing a non-winning record. The Steelers 
needed only nine and 10 victories to take 
the AFC Central crown the two previous 
years. 

“Cheap” championships mean little— 
even to the victors, Noll revamped his 
team after an embarrassing 38-10 loss to 
the Los Angeles Raiders in the 1983 play- 
offs. No question, the pressure to win and 
build a respectable division is really 
mounting. 

“I think this division is already there,” 
Houston Coach Jerry Glanville said. 
“Coaches from all over the league look at 
the film of division games and say, ‘You 
guys are trying to kill each other.’ There's 
not a lot of love here, You don’t have a lot 
of people shaking hands and socializing 
after games. I would rather play some 
team with 12 wins than Cleveland, which 
might have eight or nine wins. They come 
after you.” 

Glanville insists the AFC Central is 
making significant strides, “Playoff teams 
come out and say ‘you guys can play,'” 
Glanville said. “Look what Cleveland al- 
most did to Miami in the playoffs.” 

Marty Schottenheimer’s Browns led 
the Dolphins, 21-3, in the third quarter of 
the 1985 AFC playoffs, but lost, 24-21. In 
1984, the Steelers upset a Denver team 
that had won 13 of 16 regular-season 
games and led the Dolphins in the second 
quarter of the AFC championship game 
before falling. 

However, one simple fact remains: 
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There is not a Super Bowl contender in 
the AFC Central. The Bengals lack the de- 
fense. The Browns lack the offense. The 
Oilers lack the depth. The Steelers lack 
the quarterback. 

True, Pittsburgh can attack defenses 
with standout receivers Louis Lipps and 
John Stallworth, but the Bengals offer Col- 
linsworth, Brown and McGee. The Oilers 
have the Smurf set—receivers standing 5- 
foot-9 or shorter—in Drew Hill, Mike Akiu, 
Steve Tasker and Willie Drewery, plus 
10 draftee Ernest Givins of Louisville. 
And, certainly, the Browns have upgraded 
in this department. 

Even the Steelers’ defense, for years 
one of the most dominant in the division 
and the NFL, is being challenged, if not 
surpassed, by the Browns’ unit. Cincin- 
nati’s defense also appears improved, 

At the most important position, quarter- 
back, Pittsburgh has a capable player in 
Mark Malone, a leader strong enough to 
direct the team’s late-season playoff run 
in 1984 and a multi-talented athlete who 
recovered from a career-threatening 
knee injury. But he might be the least-tal- 
ented quarterback in the division. 

“If Pittsburgh would have taken Chuck 
Long in the draft, this division would have 
had the best young quarterbacks that 
have been available in the past few 
years,” Wyche said. “We have Boomer 
Esiason. Cleveland has Kosar. Houston 
has Everett, along with Moon.” 

Wyche, in his enthusiasm, must have 
overlooked the 1983 crop of Dan Marino, 
John Elway, Tony Eason, Ken O’Brien, 
Todd Blackledge and Jim Kelly (a sensa- 
tion in the United States Football League 
in 1984 and 1985). Marino and Eason have 
been to the Super Bowl. O’Brien and 
Elway have taken their teams to the NFL 
playoffs. 

Of course, Kosar and Malone have tast- 
ed postseason play, too. And Kosar and 
the Browns just might savor it again in 
1986—although Cincinnati will be tough to 
stave off, and you can never dismiss a 
Chuck Noll team. 

One thing’s for sure: AFC Central boost- 
ers hope the laughter directed their way 
dies down in 1986. That would best be 
achieved by a 10- or 11-victory season by 
whichever team emerges as the divisional 
champion. 


John Clayton covers pro football for the Pitts- 
burgh Press. 
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‘Survive Week 1’ 


Bengals Think 
They ’ve Found 
Success Formula 


By MIKE DODD 


he Cincinnati Bengals do not 

have their eyes on Pasadena, 

Calif., site of Super Bowl XXI, 

as they prepare for the 1986 

season. Instead, their focus is 
set just halfway across the country, on 
Kansas City, where they will take their 
first step. 

After three straight seasons of autum- 
nal failures that ultimately cost them a 
playoff berth, the Bengals have a new 
plan for trying to stay alive longer than 
the leaves on the maples, It's called “Sur- 
vive Week 1.” 

“In the past, we've put the emphasis on 
winning early. We didn't put all the 
pressure on winning Game 1,” said Coach 
Sam Wyche. “Well, the heck with that the- 
ory. Now, we're going to put pressure on 
winning the first game of the yea 

Operation “Winning Early” didn’t work. 
In the last three seasons, the Bengals 
have a cumulative 2-13 record in the first 
five weeks, From there on out, they're 20- 
13—a record that would win the weak 
AFC Central Division by Thanksgiving. 

Last year, unlike the two previous sea- 
sons, there were no explanations or ex- 
cuses, There were no drug suspensions, no 
coaching transitions; nothing to prevent 
winning. Except a horrendous defense. 

In 1985, the Bengals became the San 
Diego Chargers of the Midwest. They 
averaged 27.5 points and nearly 370 yards 
a game offensively—both third best in the 
league. But the defense, which ranked No. 
1 overall in the NFL in 1983, plummeted 
to 22nd and gave up 437 points (only At- 
lanta and Tampa Bay yielded more). 

“The significant statistic is points yield- 
ed,” said defensive coordinator Dick Le- 
Beau. “You look into the ‘why’ and you get 
back to the big play in the game.” 

The defense allowed gains of 20 or 
more yards 64 times, an average of four a 
game. Sixteen of the 51 touchdowns 
scored by opponents covered 24 or more 
yards, 

“We didn’t have enough recovery 
speed,” said Wyche. 

No one player or unit was the culprit. In 
each of the four touchdown bombs of 49 
yards or more, a different defensive back 
had coverage responsibility. The pass 
rush was nonexistent and the blitz, once 
Cincinnati's staple, was ineffective. 

Thus, the Bengals put a priority on 
speed and aggressiveness in their draft 
and planned to utilize it immediately. 


First-round pick Joe Kelly of Washing- 
ton, a linebacker with a 4.6-second clock- 
ing in the 40, will have the first shot at 
filling the inside spot left vacant when 
Glenn Cameron was granted his release. 
Kelly will be paired with Carl Zander, 
who became a starter halfway through his 
rookie season last year. Veteran Reggie 
Williams, whose tackles and sacks 
dropped dramatically in '85 after he spent 
the summer in an aborted experiment at 
inside backer, will stay outside this year. 

The other outside spot will be manned 
by either Jeff Schuh, the incumbent, or 
Emanuel King, who was a disappointment 
as a rookie last year but increased his 
upper body strength in the off-season, The 
Bengals still picture King as an effective 
blitzer, “Frankly, Jeff's going to have to 
play better than he did last year or he's 
not going to be the guy,” Wyche said. 

With 223-pound Kelly and 235-pound 
Zander inside, the Bengals will have to set 
their defense to keep big guards off the 
inside men. They plan to mix in line shifts 
and nose tackle slants with the basic 3-4. 
And they plan to continue to use their 
variation of the Chicago Bears’ “46” de- 
fense, 

It worked for a while last year and the 
increased speed at linebacker with King 
and Kelly should help even more. Last 
year, they tipped off the “Bear” when 
they had to bring in King and Leo Barker 
to run it. 

“We'll have the advantage of getting in 
and out of the Bear without substituting 
anybody,” said LeBeau. “That should 
make it more effective.” 

The added speed at linebacker won't 
help much, however, if the defensive line 
doesn’t play better. 

Nose tackle Tim Krumrie is approach- 
ing All-Pro recognition, but ends Ross 
Browner and Eddie Edwards—who com- 
bined for only 17/4 sacks—were disap- 
pointments. Browner reported late to 
camp and didn’t get into playing shape 
until midseason. Edwards, once the star of 
the defensive front, managed only 46 tack- 
les. 

The coaches feel the secondary is not 
as bad as the poor play of the front seven 
made it seem to be. A weak pass rush de- 
served equal culpability for the Bengals 
ranking 24th against the pass. 

The Bengals hope to be more flexible 
with their pass rush this season. At times, 
they plan to have Browner drop back into 
coverage with Kelly and/or King blitzing. 

Cornerbacks Louis Breeden and Ray 
Horton seem secure in their starting jobs, 
although Breeden will be 33 in October. 
As future security, the Bengals drafted 
Lewis Billups of North Alabama, who fig- 
ures to be worked in at nickel back this 
year. Strong safety Bobby Kemp, whose 
rock-’em style has been hampered by 
shoulder injuries the last two years, faces 
competition from Jimmy Turner and 
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third-round draft choice David Fulcher 
(Arizona State). Free safeties James Grif- 
fin and Robert Jackson split time last 
year, combining for 13 interceptions, but 
LeBeau is waiting for one of them to take 
charge. 

Offensively, the Bengals have added 
powder to what already was an explosive 
package. 

In two seasons as coach, Wyche has 
made his mark as an innovator. With a 
no-huddle offense that left opponents con- 
fused and gasping for air, the Bengals 
were nearly unstoppable in spurts last 
year. 

Quarterback Boomer Esiason, who took 
over as the starter in the third week, 
threw for 3,443 yards and 27 touchdowns 
and his 93.2 passing rating was second in 
the league to the Jets’ Ken O’Brien, He 
figures to get better. 

Running back James Brooks set a Ben- 
gals record for total offense in one season 
last year when he rushed for 929 yards 
and caught 55 passes for 576 yards. Full- 
back Larry Kinnebrew, who faded as his 
waistline expanded, cut back to 255 
pounds in the off-season (a loss of 23-plus) 
with the help of an incentive bonus. He 
should be a bigger, er, more significant 
factor. 

The receiving corp, already potent with 
former Pro Bowler Cris Collinsworth, who 
averaged a career-high 17.3 yards-per- 
catch last year, and NFL Rookie of the 
Year Eddie Brown, became more lethal 
with the addition of first-round pick Tim 
McGee of Tennessee. The Bengals, who 
use three and four receivers frequently, 
figure to use more of the spread forma- 
tion if McGee pans out. 

“We throw the ball a lot,” said General 
Manager Paul Brown, “and we're not 
going to stop.” 

Tight end is reasonably well set with 
starter Rodney Holman (38 receptions, 
seven touchdowns) backed up by a 
healthy M.L. Harris, who missed the first 
five games in '85 because of an injury and 
caught just 10 passes. 

The massive offensive line is solid with 
All-Pro tackle Anthony Munoz, center 
Dave Rimington and guard Max Montoya 
fixtures at their positions. The Bengals 
want to experiment with guard Brian 
Blados at right tackle, where he'll com- 
pete with Mike Wilson, who has held the 
spot since mid-1978. 

The reason is two-fold: They feel the 
305-pound Blados is a natural tackle who 
is at his best with a man on his nose every 
play instead of chasing linebackers in 3-4 
defenses, and they feel Bruce Kozerski, 8 
backup swingman the last two years, de- 
serves a shot at left guard. 

Besides upgrading team speed, another 
of Wyche’s off-season priorities was im- 
proving special teams. 

Steady Jim Breech (88% on field-goal 
attempts inside 40 yards over the last four 


years) is set as the placekicker, but 10- 
year veteran punter Pat MclInally will 
have competition. McInally’s 42.3-yard 
gross average in '85 was respectable, but 
his net average was a league-low 29.9 and 
opponents made only one fair catch all 
year. The return teams were nothing spe- 
cial, either, but McGee will get a chance 
to help here. 

Wyche, who in 1984 inherited a team 
one year removed from back-to-back rec- 
ords of 12-4 and 7-2, has produced 8-8 and 
7-9 marks in his first two seasons. Amid 
Tumors of a shakeup of the defensive staff 
last December, he stood up for his assis- 
tants and they all were retained. 

In a division in which mediocrity has 
reigned the last two years, the Bengals 
have come up a step behind. Now Wyche 
is hoping the influx of speed from the 
draft can get his team out of the blocks a 
little quicker. 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Kansas City . 
Sept-14—BUFFALO. 
Sept-18—at Cleveland ( 
Sept.28—CHICAG 
Oct. 5—at Green 
Oct. 13—PITTSBURG! 


S3S55555¢ 


Nov. 9—at Houston 
Nov. 16—SEATTLE. 
Nov. 23—MINNESOTA 
Nov. 30—at Denver 
Dec. _7—at New England 
Dec. 14—CLEVELAND. 

Dec. 21—NEW YORK JETS 


¥ 
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Bengals . . 
24 Seattl r 

27 St. Loui 41 (A) 46,321 
41 San Diego.. 44 (H) 52,270 


37 Pittsburgh 
20 New York Jets 
New York Giants 


34 (A) 57,953 

1986 DRAFT CHOICES 

Round and Player Position College 

1. KELLY, Joe LB Washington 

1. McGEE, Tim WR Tennessee 
from Denver 

2. BILLUPS, Lewis DB North Alabama 

3, SKOW, Jim DE Nebraska 
from Atlanta 

3. HAMMERSTEIN, Mike DT Michigan 

3. FULCHER, David DB Arizona State 
from Denver 

4, KATTUS, Eric TE Michigan 

4. GAYNOR, Doug QB Long Beach St. 
from Seattle 

5. WHITE, Leon LB Brigham Young 

6 HUNT, Gary DB Memphis State 

7. FRANKLIN, Pat RB SW Texas St. 

8. DOUGLAS, David G Tennessee 

9. WHITTINGHAM, Cary LB Brigham Young 

10. SHAW, Jeff NT Salem (W. Va.) 

11. STONE, Tim T Kansas State 

‘11. FLAHERTY, Tom LB Northwestern 
from Green Bay 

12. BRADLEY, Steve Q8 Indiana 


No. 
40 
14 
53 
74 
61 

3 
34 
21 
81 
9 
80 
73 

7 
22 
83 
82 
20 
37 
36 
30 
26 
89 
90 
28 
64 
86 
69 
88 
87 
65 
78 
42 
15 
52 
59 
25 
56 
62 
35 
63 
41 
57 
7 
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Cincinnati Bengals wide receiver Eddie Brown. 


NFL Games 
Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. College in’85 
Alexander, Charles RB 6-1 226 8 Louisiana State 16 
‘Anderson, Ken QB 6-3 212 16 Augustana (IIl,) 3 
Barker, Leo 1B 6-1 221 3 New Mexico State 16 
Blados, Brian T 6-4 295 3 North Carolina 16 
tBoyarsky, Jerry NT 6-3 290 6 Pittsburgh 16 
+Breech, Jim kK 5-6 161 8 California 16 
Breeden, Louis CB 5-11 185 9 North Carolina Central 16 
Brooks, James RB 5-10 182 6 Auburn 16 
Brown, Eddie WR 6-0 185 2 Miami (Fla.) 16 
Browner, Ross DE 63 265 9 Notre Dame 16 
Collinsworth, Cris WR 65 192 6 Florida 16 
Edwards, Eddie DE 65 256 10 Miami (Fla.) 16 
Esiason, Boomer QB 6-4 220 3 Maryland 15 
Griffin, James S 62 197 4 Middle Tennessee State 16 
Harris, M.L. TE 65 238 7 Kansas State i0 
Holman, Rodney TE 63 232 5 Tulane 16 
Horton, Ray CB 5-11 190 4 Washington 16 
Jackson, Robert S 5-10 18 5 Central Michigan 16 
Jennings, Stanford RB 61 205 3 Furman 16 
Johnson, Bill RB 6-2 230 2 Arkansas 13 
Kemp, Bobby S 60 292 6 Cal State-Fullerton 16 
Kern, Don TE 64 225 3 Arizona State 8 
King, Emanuel LB 6-4 245 2 Alabama 16 
Kinnebrew, Larry. RB 6-1 255 4 Tennessee State 12 
Kozerski, Bruce C 64 275 3 Holy Cross 14 
Kreider, Steve WR 64 192 8 Lehigh 16 
Krumrie, Tim NT 62 262 4 Wisconsin 16 
Martin, Mike WR 5-10 18 4 Ilinois 16 
McInally, Pat P 66 212 11 Harvard 16 
Montoya, Max G 65 275 8 UCLA 16 
‘Munoz, Anthony T 66 278 7 Southern California 16 
Pickering, Clay WR 65 215 2 Maine 1 
Reimers, Bruce T 67 280 3 Towa State 14 
Rimington, Dave C 6-3 288 4 Nebraska 16 
Schuh, Jeff LB 6-3 234 6 5-22-58 Minnesota 16 
‘Simmons, John CB 5-11 192 6 12- 1-58 Southern Methodist 9 
impkins, Ron LB 6-1 235 6 4 2-58 Michigan 16 
‘Smith, Gary © 6-2 265 2 1-27-60 Virgina Tech 20 
Turner, Jimmy CB 6-0 187 4 6-15-59 UCLA 16 
Walter, Joe T 66 290 2 6-18-63 Texas Tech 14 
Washington, Sam CB 5-9 180 5  3- 7-60 Mississippi Valley State *15 
Williams, Reggie LB 6-0 228 11 919-54 Dartmouth 16 
Wilson, Mike T 65 271 9 5-28-55 Georgia 16 
Wilson, Stanley RB 5-10 210 3 8-23-61 Oklahoma 20 
Zander, Carl LB 62 235 2 3-23-64 Tennessee 16 


*Smith last active with Bengals in 'B4; Washington played 7 games with Steelers, 8 with Bengals in 


"85; S. Wilson last active with Bengals in ‘84. 


Option playout; subject to developments. 
Also played with Bengals in ‘85—LB Glenn Cameron (16 games), DE Glen Collins (16), CB Lee Davis 


(7), LB Tom Dinkel (13), TE Dan Ross (6), QB Turk Schonert (7), DB Sean Thomas (5). 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook * 


47 


AFC CENTRAL 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
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Browns Trying 
To Improve Weak 
Passing Attack 


ee 


By ED MEYER 


ast January in Miami, Bernie 
Kosar met defeat in the same 
city where he had won acclaim 
two years before as the quarter- 
back of the University of 
Miami's national championship team. 

The frustration of the Cleveland 
Browns’ 24-21 playoff loss to the Miami 
Dolphins permeated the locker room as 
Kosar was asked how his team could have 
blown a 21-3 lead. 

As the Browns’ No. 1 quarterback, 
Kosar took it upon himself to explain 
what had been evident not only in the 
playoff loss but throughout a season in 
which the Browns (8-8) became the first 
team in NFL history to win a division 
championship without a winning record. 

The Browns’ passing game, Kosar said, 
could not go for the kill because it was not 
up to NFL standards. 

Within the next several days, after 
Kosar had met with Browns Owner Art 
Modell and Coach Marty Schottenheimer, 
the emerging company line was that the 
rookie’s words had been taken out of con- 
text. But the Browns conducted business 
during the next several months as if they 
had taken to heart Kosar’s every word. 

They hired a new offensive coordinator, 
Lindy Infante, who had been ousted as 
head coach of the United States Football 
League’s Jacksonville Bulls. 

They reassigned last year’s offensive 
coordinator, Joe Pendry, to coach the 
running backs. 

They did not object to the departure of 
Steve Crosby, who had held the title of 
“assistant to the head coach/offense” and 
was at odds with Pendry. 

After Infante laid the groundwork for 
his new option-route passing game, which 
gives receivers freedom to run varied pat- 
terns according to the coverage, the 
Browns made more significant moves to 
improve a passing offense that ranked 
25th in the NFL last year. 

In 1985, Brian Brennan, the Browns’ 
leading wide receiver, finished 50th in the 
AFC with 32 catches for 487 yards and no 
touchdowns. Clarence Weathers (16 
catches for 449 yards), acquired on waiv- 
ers from New England, was the only deep 
threat. 

Brennan and Weathers are probably 
safe, but the jobs of the other wide receiv- 
ers, including 1985 draft picks Reggie 
Langhorne and Fred Banks, may be in 
jeopardy. 


48 * 


Up in the Air 


Pro Bowl tight end Ozzie Newsome 
remains the heart of Cleveland’s 
struggling passing attack. 


ee 


Hoping to land a big-play man who 
could relieve some of the pressure on Pro 
Bowl tight end Ozzie Newsome, the 
Browns traded a fourth-round draft pick 
to the Rams for Canadian Football 
League free agent Terry Greer. 

Greer averaged 87 catches for 1,495 
yards and 11 touchdowns in four years 
with the Toronto Argonauts. The trade 
had a touch of controversy because the 
Rams used only an 11th-round pick to 
draft Greer when he came out of Ala- 
bama State in 1980. 

The Browns’ next acquisition, free 
agent wide receiver Jeff Boyd, also 
played in the CFL (Montreal). Boyd and 
Greer are the same age (28), have the 
same agent (Gil Scott) and finished last 
season with virtually the same number of 
catches (76 for Boyd, 78 for Greer). 

The third significant acquisition was 
San Diego State wide receiver Webster 
Slaughter, who the Browns took as their 
top draft pick. Hawaii's more-celebrated 
Walter Murray was still on the board, but 
Personnel Director Bill Davis said Slaugh- 
ter had “more consistent hands.” As a sen- 
ior, Slaughter finished fourth in the nation 
with 82 catches for 1,071 yards and 10 
touchdowns. 

Paul Warfield, the Browns’ Hall of 
Fame receiver who was taken out of the 
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front office and reassigned by Modell as a 
sort of super scout, personally recom- 
mended Slaughter. 

“This damn position has been so elusive 
for us for so long, I think we've finally 
taken some giant steps,” Modell said. “We 
may not have a cure-all, but we've got to 
give Bernie Kosar some help.” 

An unresolved question was who would 
be Kosar’s backup. Gary Danielson, who 
beat out Kosar for the starting job in 
training camp last year, underwent sur- 
gery in January to repair a torn rotator 
cuff in his throwing arm. 

Paul McDonald, who barely survived 
1985 and has $300,000 of his $675,000 con- 
tract guaranteed in 1986, might be told to 
take the money and run. 

As insurance, the Browns drafted Kan- 
sas quarterback Mike Norseth in the sev- 
enth round and acquired veteran Mike 
Pagel from Indianapol 

Miami tight end Willie Smith, one of 
Kosar’s favorite targets in 1984, might be 
the sleeper of the Browns’ draft. 

An All-America who set a Miami record 
with 114 career receptions, Smith passed 
up his final year of college eligibility and 
must complete one course in summer 
school before he can join the Browns. 

Smith’s draft position was weakened by 
his admission that he tested positively for 
drugs in a college physical last fall. The 
Browns thoroughly researched the case, 
Davis said, and are convinced Smith is 
“absolutely clean.” 

The running game again figures to be 
shared by Kevin Mack (1,104 yards) and 
Earnest Byner (1,002), who last year be- 
came only the third 1,000-yard teammates 
in NFL history. There doesn’t appear to 
be any major changes in the offensive line 
with center Mike Baab, guard George 
Lilja and tackles Cody Risien and Paul 
Farren. Guard Robert Jackson, who start- 
ed just one game in ’85, retired after 11 
seasons. 

Defensively, the Browns’ top priority 
was to find a pass rusher in the draft. 
Every year, it seems, the Browns are des- 
perately seeking a standout pass rusher. 
And every year they come up empty. 

“['m not disappointed at all,” Schotten- 
heimer said, “because 1 knew there 
wasn’t going to be one there” in the sec- 
ond round, when the Browns had their 
first pick. 

Pro Bowl nose tackle Bob Golic an- 
chors the front line with ends Reggie 
Camp and Car! Hairston. 

The Browns say their defense is good 
enough to win because they have four of 
the best linebackers in the NFL in Chip 
Banks (the club's leader in sacks last sea- 
son with 11), Eddie Johnson, Tom Cousin- 
eau and Clay Matthews. Privately, there 
is concern. 

Johnson is a free agent and is asking for 
a “staggering, staggering contract, which 
is not in the cards,” Modell said. Cousin- 


eau was given a $3.5-million contract in 
1982, but has never been the dominant 
player Modell envisioned. Banks annoyed 
the coaching staff by missing mini-camp. 

The Browns put pressure on Johnson 
and Cousineau by trading an eighth-round 
Pick to the Eagles for established inside 
linebacker Anthony Griggs and bringing 
seven other free-agent linebackers to 
mini-camp. The most notable were Ken 
Fantetti, a former starter with the Lions, 
and Marcus Marek, a former Ohio State 
star who played the last three years in the 
USFL. 

The secondary is solid with safeties 
Don Rogers and Al Gross and corners 
Frank Minnifield and Hanford Dixon. 

The Browns view the return of coach 
Dave Adolph as another positive step for 
the defense. After spending a year in the 
Chargers’ organization, Adolph replaced 
mild-mannered Tom Bettis as defensive 
coordinator. i 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Chicago. 
Sept.14—at Houston 
Sept-18—CINCINNATI (Thurs. 


8:00 
Sept.28—DETROIT.. 1:00 
Oct. _5—at Pittsburgh. 1:00 
Oct. 12—KANSAS CIT’ 1:00 
Oct. 19—GREEN BAY... 1:00 
Oct. 26—at Minnesot: 12:00 
Nov. _2—at Indianapolis 2:00 
Nov. 10—MIAMI (Mon. 9:00 
Nov. 16—at Los Angeles Raiders .. 1:00 
Nov. 23—PITTSBURGH. 1:00 
Nov. 30—HOUSTON .. 


50,793 
59/073 
AFC SEMIFINAL GAME 

wu 24 (A) 75,128 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 
1. Choice from Buffalo 
. Choice to Buffalo 
. SLAUGHTER, Webster 
. Choice to Detroit 
. Choice to San Francisco 


WR San Diego St. 


through L.A. Rams 
. MILLER, Nick LB Arkansas 
through Buffalo 
MEYER, Jim Illinois State 
from Buffalo 
NORSETH, Mike QB Kansas 


from Kansas City 
. Choice to Seattle 


a 

2 

3. 

4. 

5, 

6. Choice to Atlanta 

Us 

7. 

7. 

8. Choice to Philadelphia 
TA 


9. R, Danny DB Texas-El Paso 
10. SMITH, Willie TE Miami (Fla.) 
11. DAUSIN, Randy G Texas A&M 
12. SIMMONS, King DB Texas Tech 


Ed i 
Cleveland Browns outside linebacker Chip Banks. 
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NFL Games 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
26 Allen, Greg RB 5-11 200 2 Florida State Ne 
61 Baab, Mike C 64 270 5 Texas 16 
9 Bahr, Matt Laer ee Year: Penn State 16 
99 tBaldwin, Keith DE 64 270 5 Texas A&M 10 
56 Banks, Chip LB 6-4 233 5 ‘Southern California 16 
83 Banks, Fred WR 5-10 177) 2 Liberty Baptist (Va.) 10 
Bell, Bobby LB 6-3 217 2 Missouri *0 
77 Bolden, Rickey T/G 6-6 280 3 ‘Southern Methodist 16 
86 Brennan, Brian WR 5-9 178 3 Boston College 12 
44 Byner, Earnest RB 5-10 215 3 East Carolina 16 
96 +Camp, Reggie DE 6-4 270 4 California 16 
Christensen, Jeff QB 6-3 202 3 Eastern Illinois *0 
91 Clancy, Sam DE 6-7 260 3 Pittsburgh 14 
75 +Contz, Bill T 6-5 270 4 Penn State 4 
50 Cousineau, Tom LB 6-3 225 5 Ohio State 16 
18 Danielson, Gary QB 6-2 1% 10 Purdue 8 
38 Davis, Johnny RB 6-12 235° 9 Alabama lo 
33 Dickey, Curtis RB 61 220 7 Texas A&M. Efi 
29 Dixon, Hanford CB 5-11 186 6 ‘Southern Mississippi 16 
Fantetti, Ken LB 62 232 8 Wyoming °8 
74 Farren, Paul T 6-5 270 4 Boston University 13 
69 Fike, Dan G/T 6-7 280 2 Florida 13 
28 Fontenot, Herman RB/KR 6-0 206 2 Louisiana State 9 
79 +Golic, Bob NT 6-2 260 7 Notre Dame 16 
T Gossett, Jeff P 62 200 5 Eastern Illinois 16 
Griggs, Anthony LB 6-3 230 5 Ohio State “16 
27 Gross, Al S 63 195 4 Arizona 16 
78 tHairston, Carl DE 6-4 260 11 Maryland-Eastern Shore 16 
81 tHolt, Harry TE 6-4 230 4 Arizona 1 
51 }Johnson, Eddie LB 6-1 225 6 Louisville 16 
19 Kosar, Bernie QB 6-5 210 2 Miami (Fla. 
88 Langhorne, Reggie WR 6-2 195 2 Elizabeth City State 16 
62 fLilja, George G/C 6-4 270 5 Michi 
34 Mack, Kevin RB 6-0 212 2 Clemson 16 
57 Matthews, Clay LB 6-2 235 «9 ‘Southern California 4 
16 McDonald, Paul QB 6-2 185 7 Southern California 16 
31 Minnifield, Frank CB 5-9 180 3 Louisville 16 
82 Newsome, Ozzie TE (6-2) 12328) 29) Alabama 16 
58 tNicolas, Scott LB6-3 2261" 85 Miami (Fla.) 16 
Pagel, Mike QB 6-2 211 5 Arizona State *16 
72 Puzzuoli, Dave NT 6-3 260 4 Pittsburgh 16 
63 Risien, Cody T 6-7 280 7 Texas A&M 12 
37 Rockins, Chris S 6:0) 195) 3 Oklahoma State 16 
20 Rogers, Don S 61 206 3 UCLA 16 
87 Tucker, Travis a Pa) ie So. Connecticut State 16 
85 Weathers, Clarence WR/KR 0 4 Delaware State B 
55 Weathers, Curtis LB 230 8 Mississippi 16 
22 Wright, Felix CB/S 6. 190 2 ce 16 
84 Young, Glen, WR/KR 6-2 205 4 Mississippi State 15 


“Bell last active with Jets in ‘84; Christensen active for 1 game with Eagles in ‘85, did not. play; 
Dickey played 6 games with Colts, 1 with Browns in ‘85; Fantetti played 8 games with Lions in ‘85; Griggs 
played 16 games with Eagles in ‘85; Pagel played 16 games with Colts in 85. 

‘Option playout; subject to developments. 

Retired—Robert Jackson, 11-year guard, 15 games in ‘84, 

Also played with Browns in '85—WR Willis Adams (3 games), G Scott Bolzan (active for 1 game, 
did not play), CB Larry Braziel (16), RB Boyce Green (13), CB D.D. Hoggard (2), WR John Jefferson (7), 
et Mark Krerowicz (active for 6 games but did not play), DE James White (active for 1 game but did not 
play). 
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Unpleasant Memory 


Steelers Hope 
To Recover From 
1985 Disaster 


By RON COOK 


he last time the football world 

heard from Pittsburgh Steelers 

Coach Chuck Noll, he was 

standing in the bowels of 

Giants Stadium, sifting through 
the rubble of a season-ending, 28-10 loss to 
the New York Giants and a 7-9 record, the 
team’s worst since 1971. 

“We've got to take a hard, long look at 
this football team,” Noll said, seething. 
“We need help everywhere.” 

Since then, Noll changed his tune. He’s 
not ready to predict a fifth Super Bowl 
championship for the Steelers, but he’s 
not predicting another nightmare like last 
year, either. He said the Steelers are not 
as bad as their 1985 record might indicate. 
A break here, a better player there. ... 

“That last game might have been a 
blessing,” Noll said. “Nothing could be 
more motivating than to put on that filma 
few times. ... When you come off a sea- 
son that isn’t pleasant, you remember 
how lousy it felt. You also remember how 
nice it felt when you won, That might af- 
fect some people positively.” 

The Steelers went to training camp 
with much the same cast that finished last 
season, That despite the fact more than 
one critic suggested they should ship Noll, 
quarterbacks Mark Malone, David Wood- 
ley and Scott Campbell and halfback 
Walter Abercrombie, among others, to Si- 
beria and points north. 

Even Noll’s players, old and new alike, 
put in their two cents. Former defensive 
end Dwight White called last year's team 
“soft and cheezy.” Dwayne Woodruff, the 
starting left cornerback, said the locker 
room was devoid of leadership and char- 
acter. 

“That's the way it goes when you're 
having trouble winning ball games,” Noll 
said. “Everybody wants to go mining. Ev- 
eryone wants to go prospecting. They 
want to find someone new.” 

Noll saved his biggest vote of confi- 
dence for Malone, who has been Public 
Enemy No. 1 in Pittsburgh. Noll proved 
his faith by passing on Iowa quarterback 
Chuck Long in the first round and Illinois 
quarterback Jack Trudeau in the second 
round of the NFL draft. 

The Steelers were 3-4 when Malone dis- 
located his right big toe in the eighth 
game last season. He returned for the 15th 
game, the home finale, and was cheered 
by Three Rivers Stadium fans when he 
left the game with a concussion. Earlier 


Quarterback Mark Malone re- 
ceived a vote of confidence and 
should direct Pittsburgh’s offense. 


that day, Woodley was cheered when he 
exited with a shoulder bruise. 

The Steelers did draft Northeast Louisi- 
ana quarterback Walter (Bubby) Brister 
in the third round, which means Woodley 
or Campbell is expendable. “I watched 
films of the guy (Brister) and said, ‘Holy 
heck, he looks like T.B. (Terry Bradshaw, 
another Louisiana product),’” said Art 
Rooney Jr., head of the Steelers’ scouting 
department. 

But Brister is a long-term project. Noll 
thought the Steelers needed immediate 
help on the offensive and defensive lines, 
which is why he selected Temple guard 
John Rienstra in the first round and Au- 
burn defensive tackle Gerald Williams in 
the second, 

Rienstra, a former NCAA super-heavy- 
weight lifting champion with the mobility 
the Steelers love in a pulling, trapping 
guard, will battle third-year pro Terry 
Long at right guard. The other starters 
should be center Mike Webster (34 and 
beginning his 13th season), guard Craig 
Wolfley and tackles Tunch Iikin and Ray 
Pinney. There is much room for improve- 
ment. This unit collapsed late last season, 
allowing 18 sacks in the final five games. 

“The competition Rienstra creates is 
going to make us a better football team,” 
said assistant coach Hal Hunter. “Rien- 
stra is the best lineman I've seen come 
out of college since John Hannah—better 
than Chris Hinton and Jim Covert. 
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“This team has a history of taking fifth- 
and sixth-round players and making great 
offensive linemen out of them by teaching 
them Chuck Noll’s techniques. But if you 
take a guy with Rienstra’s ability and 
teach him the techniques, it’s almost 
scary to think what he'll do. He's liable to 
blow people back so far, the running 
backs will faint because the holes are so 
large.” 

The addition of Williams will enable the 
Steelers to rest nose tackle Gary Dunn (33 
in August) and move Edmund Nelson and 
John Goodman outside to defensive end, 
where they will join Keith Willis, Keith 
Gary and Darryl Sims. Sims, the No. 1 
draft pick last season, was a disappoint- 
ment with only 11 tackles and one sack. 

But Williams is not the pass rusher the 
Steelers desperately need. Their sack 
total fell from 47 in 1984 to 36 last year 
(only 10 in the second half of the season), 
Willis, who was the individual leader with 
5%, didn’t have any in the final nine 
games. 

The Steelers also did not find the cor- 
nerback they need to play opposite Woo- 
druff, which means they must get by 
again with Harvey Clayton, John Swain, 
Chris Brown and Rick Woods, a natural 
free safety, They tried to cover this weak- 
ness last season by dropping linebackers 
Mike Merriweather, Bryan Hinkle, Robin 
Cole and David Little into pass coverage, 
but paid a stiff price. Their interceptions 
dropped from 31 (in '84) to 20 and Mer- 
riweather's sacks fell from a team-record 
15 to four—none in the final 12 games. 

Donnie Shell and Eric Williams are not 
problems at safety, although Shell will be 
34 in August. He, Webster and wide re- 
ceiver John Stallworth, 34 in July, are the 
only remaining players from the Steelers’ 
first Super Bowl champion team (1974). 

The Steelers had planned to draft Ohio 
State running back Keith Byars in the first 
round, but were surprised Rienstra was 
available when they picked ninth. Their 
thinking was Rienstra will have just as 
much impact as Byars by making Malone 
a better quarterback and Abercrombie 
and fullback Frank Pollard better running 
backs. 

Pollard rushed for a career-high 991 
yards last year. Abercrombie finished 
with a respectable 851 yards, but was crit- 
icized for not being a game-breaker. Most 
of the Steelers’ big plays came from wide 
receiver Louis Lipps, who, in only two 
seasons, has emerged as one of the 
league's premier players. 

Lipps caught 59 passes for 1,134 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. He had 19 receptions 
for more than 20 yards and 13 for more 
than 30. He also averaged 12.1 yards as a 
punt returner, although the Steelers would 
love to give that job to fifth-round pick 
Erroll Tucker, who led the nation in punt 
returns and kickoff returns at Utah last 
season. 


Stallworth caught 75 passes in ’85, but is 
nearing the end of a wondrous career. 
Weegie Thompson and Calvin Sweeney 
did little to distinguish themselves as 
backup receivers. Nor did injury-plagued 
Rich Erenberg at slotback. He will be 
pushed by No. 7 pick Rodney Carter, who 
led the nation with 98 receptions at Pur- 
due last season. 

Two veterans whose jobs appear to be 
in jeopardy are tight end Bennie Cunning- 
ham and punter Harry Newsome. 

Cunningham had only six catches last 
season—as did rookie backup Preston 
Gothard—making the Steelers’ tight end 
Position the least productive in the league. 
Newsome'’s 39.6-yard average ranked 27th 
and his 32.5-yard net average was lower 
than that of the man he replaced, Craig 
Colquitt. But Newsome was no worse than 
the rest of the Steelers’ special teams, 
which were dreadful. 

The exception was kicker Gary Ander- 
son, who led the AFC in scoring (139 
points) for the third consecutive year. He 
made 33 of 42 field-goal attempts, includ- 
ing 18 in a row, and is 94 for 117 for his 
career. 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—at Seattle ... 
Sept.15—DENVER (Mon.) 
Sept.21—at Minnesot: 
Sept.28—at Houston. 
Oct. _5—CLEVELANI 
Oct. 13—at Cincinnati (Mon. 
Oct. 19—NEW ENGLAND 
Oct. 26—CINCINNATI. 
Nov. 2—GREEN BAY... 
Nov. 9—at Buffalo. 
Nov. 16—HOUSTON... 
Nov. 23—at Cleveland... 
Nov. 30—at Chicago... 
Dec. 7—DETROIT. 
Dec. 13—at New Yor! 
Dec. 21—KANSAS CITY... 


1985 RESULTS—(7-9) 


Steelers Opp. Aut. 
45 Indianapolis 3 (H) 57,279 
7 Clevelan 17 (A) 79/042 
20 Houston.. (H) 58,752 
24 Cincinnai (H) 59,541 
20 Miami. (A) 72/820 
13 Dallas. (A) 62,692 
23 St. Louis, (H) 56,478 
21 Cincinnati. (A) 55,421 
10 Cleveland. (H) 51,976 
36 Kansas City. (A) 46,126 
30 HoUstoM snccrn (A) 45,977 
23 Washington... (H) 59,293 
23 Denver (H) 56,797 
44 San Dieg (A) 52,098 
30 Buffal (H) 35,953 
10 New York Giants. (A) 66,785 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 


1, RIENSTRA, John G Temple 

2. WILLIAMS, Gerald DE Auburn 

3. BRISTER, Walter QB NE Louisiana 

4. CALLAHAN, Bill DB Pittsburgh 

5. TUCKER, Erroll DB Utah 

5. JONES, Brent TE Santa Clara 
from L.A, Raiders 

6. BRYANT, Domingo DB Texas A&M. 

7. CARTER, Rodney RB Purdue 

8. BOSO, Cap TE Ilinois 

9. HENTON, Anthony LB Troy State 

10, SEITZ, Warren WR Missouri 

11. STATION, Larry LB Iowa 

12, WILLIAMS, Mike LB Tulsa 


Pittsburgh Steelers wide receiver Louis Lipps. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wt. 
34 fAbercrombie, Walter RB 6-0 208 
1 Anderson, Gary K 5-11 174 

71 Boures, Emil G/C 6-1 260 
23 Brown, Chris CB 6-0 205 
10 Campbell, Scott QB 6-0 194 
91 Carr, Gregg LB 61 216 
78 Catano, Mark NT/DT 6-3 267 
33 {Clayton, Harvey CB 5-9 179 
56 Cole, Robin LB 6-2 225 
89 Cunningham, Bennie TE 6-5 260 
67 Dunn, Gary NT 6-3 275 
42. Edwards, Dave S 6-0 192 
24 Erenberg, Rich RB/KR 5-10 195 
92 Gary, Keith DE 6-3 265 
95 Goodman, John DE/NT 6-6 258 
86 Gothard, Preston TE 6-4 237 
53 Hinkle, Bryan LB 6-2 218 
62 Tikin, Tunch T 6-3 262 
90 Kohrs, Bob LB 6-3 235 
83 Lipps, Louis WR/KR 5-10 185 
50 Little, David LB 6-1 238 
74 Long, Terry G 5-11 265 
16 fMalone, Mark QB 6-4 220 
57 Merriweather, Mike LB 6-2 216 
47 Morse, Steve RB 5-11 211 
64 Nelson, Edmund DE/DT 6-3 277 
18 Newsome, Harry P 6-0 185 
Pacella, Dave G 6-2 266 

65 Pinney, Ray T/C 6-4 262 
80 Pokorny, Frank WR 6-0 205 
30 Pollard, Frank RB 5-10 223 
60 Rasmussen, Randy G/C 6-1 254 
63 +tRostosky, Pete T 6-4 252 
31 Shell, Donnie S 5-11 198 
99 Sims, Darryl DE 6-3 265 
54 Small, Fred LB 5-11 230 
82 Stallworth, John WR 6-2 202 
26 Swain, John CB 6-1 192 
85 Sweeney, Calvin WR 62 190 
87 Thompson, Wegaie WR 6-6 209 
52 Webster, Mike C 61 260 
21 Williams, Eric S 61 190 
93 Willis, Keith DE 6-1 258 
55 Winston, Dennis LB 6-0 238 
73 Wolfley, Craig G 6-1 265 
19 Woodley, David QB 6-2 211 
49 Woodruff, Dwayne CB 6-0 198 
22 Woods, Rick S/CB 6-1 195 


*Pacella last active with Eagles in ‘84; Swain played 6 games with Dolphins, 9 with Steelers in ‘85; 


NFL 


Exp. 


5 


Birthdate 


11-16-59 


Winston played 2 games with Saints, 10 with Steelers in ‘85. 


+Option playout; subject to developments. 


Also played with Steelers in ‘85—T Glen Howe (2 games), TE Darrell Nelson (5), T Ray Snell (5), 
RB/KR Todd Spencer (16), DB Anthony Tuggle (2), C Dan Turk (1), CB Sam Washington (7), G Blake 


Wingle (3). 


College 

Baylor 

Syracuse 
Pittsburgh 

Notre Dame 
Purdue 

Auburn 

Valdosta State 
Florida State 

New Mexico 
Clemson 

Miami (Fla.) 
Minois, 

Colgate 

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 

Oregon, 

Indiana State 
Arizona State 
Southern Mississippi 
Florida 

East Carolina 
Arizona State 
Pacific 

Virginia 

Auburn 

Wake Forest 
Maryland 
Washington 
Youngstown State 
Baylor 

Minnesota 
Connecticut 
South Carolina State 
Wisconsin 
Washington 
Alabama A&M 
Miami (Fia.) 
Southern California 
Florida State 
Wisconsin 

North Carolina State 
Northeastern 
‘Arkansas 
Syracuse 
Louisiana State 
Louisville 

Boise State 


16 
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No More Excuses 


New Coach Tells 
Oilers Faithful 
It’s Time to Win 


By JOHN McCLAIN 


he Houston Oilers fire coaches 

so fast that the revolving door 

doesn’t have time to hit them 

in the backside. In the 26-year 

history of the franchise, Owner 
Bud Adams has changed coaches like 
most people change underwear, and now 
he’s hoping that 13 proves to be his lucky 
number. 

Jerry Glanville, a fast-talking, shoot- 
from-the-hip defensive coordinator, is the 
man in charge after Adams made his 13th 
coaching change. Glanville went 0-2 as in- 
terim coach last season, but Adams and 
General Manager Ladd Herzeg saw 
enough to award him a five-year contract. 

“The Houston Oilers are out of the alibi 
business,” Glanville told everyone who 
would listen during the off-season. “There 
are no more excuses for losing. The re- 
building is over. It’s time to win.” 

That’s big talk for a first-year head 
coach who inherits a team that ranked 
24th in offense and 27th in defense in the 
National Football League last season. The 
front office laid the blame for the misery 
of 1985 on the shoulders of the coaching 
staff and fired Hugh Campbell as head 
coach after 14 games of a 5-11 season. 
Glanville and Bill Walsh, who coaches the 
offensive line, are the only holdovers. 

“There's nothing that one individual 
can do to turn this thing around,” Glan- 
ville said. “I've got to have a lot of help 
from my staff, and I know I'll get it. But 
we've also got to have a commitment 
from the players, who have to believe we 
can win and win now. I'm confident they 
do believe it, and I'm confident they're 
going to do it.’ 

In the final two games of 1985, the 
Oilers lost at Cleveland and Indianapolis, 
but a change in offensive philosophy was 
apparent under Glanville. Mike Rozier did 
the heavy-duty running, and Warren 
Moon threw for more than 700 yards. 
First and foremost, Glanville wants to es- 
tablish a running game featuring Rozier, 
who joined Houston last year after play- 
ing two seasons in the United States Foot- 
ball League. When the Oilers do throw, 
Glanville wants an aggressive, vertical 
passing attack, with Moon concentrating 
more on long and intermediate routes. 
Dumping off to the backs will be dis- 
couraged unless there are no other op- 
tions, 

Moon, who in 1985 played his second 
season with the Oilers after starring in 


Mike Rozier joined the Oilers last 
season and became the big man in 
Houston’s running game. 

—SS ee 


Canada, completed 200 of 377 passes for 
2,709 yards. He threw 15 touchdown 
passes and was intercepted 19 times. The 
Oilers brought in a new quarterbacks 
coach, Gary Huff, and a new offensive co- 
ordinator, Dick Jamieson. Glanville wants 
to make it clear, however, that the offense 
is his. 

Although the coaches insist they are 
satisfied with Moon, the Oilers used the 
third pick in last April's draft on Purdue’s 
Jim Everett, the top quarterback pros- 
pect. Ideally, Everett will sit and learn be- 
hind Moon, who turns 30 this season. If 
Moon falters and Everett isn’t ready to 
take over, veteran Oliver Luck is still 
ready and willing. 

The draft should benefit Moon. Houston 
selected Louisville wide receiver Ernest 
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Givins in the second round, and the club 
expects him to have an immediate im- 
pact. The Oilers used a third-round pick 
on Notre Dame halfback Allen Pinkett 
and a fifth-round choice on Auburn tight 
end Jeff Parks. Of the 10 draft choices, 
eight were offensive players. 

Givins joins Drew Hill (64 catches for 
1,169 yards and nine touchdowns) and 
Tim Smith (46 receptions) on the Oilers’ 
front-line receiving corps. Pinkett creates 
a logjam at halfback with Rozier (462 
yards rushing) and Butch Woolfolk, who 
led the team with 80 receptions. Larry 
Moriarty, who had a bad season (381 
yards), is still the No. 1 fullback. Parks 
also becomes part of a crowd at tight end 
with starter Jamie Williams (39 catches) 
and veteran backups Chris Dressel and 
Mike McCloskey. 

While the front office added talent at 
the skill positions, it failed to bolster the 
offensive line, a disappointing area in 
1985. If guard Dean Steinkuhler, the No. 1 
pick in 1984 who missed last season be- 
cause of a knee injury, is able to return, 
the five starters will look like this: Bruce 
Matthews and Harvey Salem at the tackle 
spots, Mike Munchak and Steinkuhler at 
the guard positions and Jim Romano at 
center, They represent three No. | draft 
picks and two No. 2s (although Romano, 
acquired in a 1984 trade, was drafted by 
the Los Angeles Raiders, not Houston). 
There is depth at center and guard but 
little at tackle, 

Curiously, the Oilers did next to nothing 
in the draft to bolster a defense that has 
ranked last in the league against the run 
for the last three years. 

“All our defense needs is maturation,” 
Glanville said. “We used the two previous 
drafts on defensive players. We think with 
proper coaching and the extra year of ex- 
perience, we can have a very good de- 
fense.” 

End Ray Childress, the Oilers’ No. 1 
draft pick in 1985, and outside linebacker 
Frank Bush, a fifth-round choice, made 
the NFL all-rookie team. Doug Smith and 
end Richard Byrd, second-round picks in 
1984 and 1985, respectively, are trying to 
beat out veteran linemen Mike Stensrud 
and Jesse Baker. The coaches believe the 
line is primed to become an asset against 
the run while putting consistent pressure 
on the quarterback. 

With Bush, Robert Lyles and Johnny 
Meads, who missed most of last season 
because of a knee injury after an out- 
standing start, the Oilers are set at outside 
linebacker. The main problem on defense 
is inside linebacker, where veterans Avon 
Riley, Robert Abraham and John Grims- 
ley share playing time. Tom Briehl, a 
foot-3, 247-pounder, has been moved ii 
side for his second season. 

The Oilers must get more consistency 
on pass coverage and against the run 
from cornerbacks Steve Brown and Pat- 


rick Allen. Richard Johnson, a first-round 
Pick in '85, bombed out as a rookie, but the 
coaches say he has the ability to start and 
play well on the corner. 

Safety is one of the strongest positions 
on the team. Keith Bostic is starting his 
fourth year at strong safety, Bo Eason his 
third at free safety. Both are active, ag- 
gressive headhunters who should have 
their best years. Veteran Rod Kush, who 
tied Baker and Bostic for the team lead 
with 54 sacks, and Jeff Donaldson are the 
backup safeties. 

The Oiler special teams were dramati- 
cally improved last season and should not 
be a problem. Kicker Tony Zendejas was 
acquired from Washington and proceeded 
to make 21 of 27 field-goal attempts—in- 
cluding all three of his tries from the 50- 
yard line and beyond. Punter Lee Johnson 
(41.7-yard average) and return specialists 
Steve Tasker (26.3 average) and Willie 
Drewrey (9.0 on punts and 24.7 on kick- 
offs) all played well as rookies. 

If the offense-oriented draft crop deliv- 
ers and if the Oilers’ defense does indeed 
mature, Houston just might be out of the 
alibi business in 1986. But those are big 
a 


1986 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 7—at Green Bay.. 
Sent.14—CLEVELAN 

pt.21—at Kansas Cit 

sen 28—PITTSBURG! 


Indianapolis. (A) 55,818 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1, EVERETT, Jim QB Purdue 
2. GIVINS, Ernest WR Louisville 
3. PINKETT, Allen RB Notre Dame 
4. Choice to Kansas City 
5. PARKS, Jeff TE Auburn 
6. WALLACE, Ray RB Purdue 
7. Choice to Indianapolis 
through L.A. Rams 
8. GRIFFIN, Larry DB North Carofina 
9. SEBRING, Bob LB 


10. SOMMER, Don Texas-El Paso 
11. COCHRAN, Mark T Baylor 
12. BANKS, Chuck RB West Va. Tech 


Houston Oilers guard Mike Munchak, 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate — College 
56 Abraham, Robert LB 6-1 230 5 North Carolina State 
86 Akiu, Mike WR 5-9 185 2 Hawaii 
29 tAllen, Patrick CB 5-10 185 3 Utah State 
75 Baker, Jesse DE 65 271 8 Jacksonville State 
25 Bostic, Keith S 61 210 4 Michigan 
92 Briehl, Tom LB 6-3 247 2 
24 Brown, Steve CB 5-11 189 4 
94 Bush, Frank 1B 61 218 2 North Carona State 
71 Byrd, Richard NT 63 255 2 Southern Misissipi 
79 Childress, Ray DE 6-6 267 2 Ss A&M 
42 Crutchfield, Swayne «RB GO a5 Towa State 
31 Donaldson, Jeff S 60 193 3 Colorado 
8B Dressel, Chris TE 6-4 238 4 ford 
15 Drewrey, Wile WR/KR 3-7 158 2 West Virginia 
21 Eason, 62 200 2 Cal-Davis 
32 fEdwards, Stan RB 6-0 210 5 Michigan 
59 Grimsley, John LB 6-2 232 3 entucl 
85 Hil, Drew. wr 5-9 170 7 Georgia Tech 
66 tHowell, Pat 6 66 265 8 Southern California 
Jefferson, J WR 61 204 9 Arizona State 
11 Johnson, Lee P/K 6-1 204 2 
97 Johnson, Mike DE 65 253 2 Minos 
23 Johnson, Richard CB 61 195 2 Wisconsin 
Kelley, Mike C/G 65 266 2 Notre Dame 
37 Kush, Rod S 61 195 7 Nebraska-Omaha 
10 Luck, Olver OB 62 19 5 West Virginia 
28 Lyday, Allen 5-10 186 3 Nebraska 
93 Lyles, Robert 1B 61 223 3 Texas Christian 
74 Matthews, Bruce T 64 280 4 Southern California 
89 tMcCloskey, Mike Te 65 246 4 Penn State 
26 McMillan, Audrey  S/CB 6-0 190 2 jouston. 
91 Meads, Johnny 1B 6-2 225 3 Nicholls State 
1 Moon, Warren QB 6-3 208 3 Washington 
76 +Moran, Eric T 65 282 3 fashington, 
30 Moriarty, Larry RB 6-1 240 4 Notre Dame 
63 +Munchak, Mike G 63 28 5 Penn State 
53 Riley, Avon 1B 63 236 6 UCLA 
55 Romano, an C 63 255 5 Penn State 
RB 5-10 198 2 Nebraska 
73 Salem Harvey T 6-6 285 4 California 
62 Schuhmacher, John G 63 277 6 Southern California 
99 Smith, Doug NT 6-4 285 2 
83 Smith, Tim WR 6-2 206 7 
72 +Sochia, Brian NT 6-3 254 4 HAM nora State 
70 Steinkubler, Dean G 63 273 3 Nebraska 
67 Stensrud, Mike NT 65 280 8 Towa State 
80 Tasker, Steve KR 5-9 185 2 Northwestern 
Walls, Herkie © WR/KR 5-8 160 4 Texas 
87 Wiliams, Jamie TE 6-4 232 4 Nebraska 
40 }Woalfolk, Butch RB 6-1 207 5 Michigan 
7 Zendejas, Tony K 5-8 160 2 Nevada-Reno 


Crutchfield and M. Johnson missed entire “85 season due to injury; Jefferson played 7 games with 


Browns in ‘85; Steinkuhler active for 6 games but did not play. 
Option playout; subject to developments. 
Also played with Oilers in 


h 
Moroski (5), QB Brian Ransom (active for 1 game, but did not play). 


“85—WR Steve Bryant (4 games), WR Mike Holston (3), QB Mike 
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he National Football League's 

draft is a springtime phenome- 

non that serves to separate the 

men from the boys. It’s the 

poor man’s guide to better 
football. At least that's the theory behind 
the annual selection process, The weaker 
teams get first shot at can't-miss talent 
and close the gap between success and 
failure. 

The Los Angeles Raiders, however, 
have somehow managed to make a mock- 
ery of that theory. The selections of Al 
Davis and company are always good for a 
laugh or two on draft day, but then other 
members of the American Football Con- 
ference’s Western Division feel the im- 
pact of the Raiders’ foolishness on the 
football field. It’s a classic case of the rich 
getting richer. 

Examples of some real knee-slappers in 
recent years would be the second-round 
selections of Villanova’s Howie Long, 
Rutgers’ Bill Pickel and Northeastern’s 
Sean Jones, All three picks brought smiles 
to the faces of those NFL experts who had 
spent considerable time analyzing the 
available talent pools. 

But, as the Raiders closed in on their 
11th division title late in the 1985 season, it 
was noteworthy that the laughter had sub- 
sided, Long, Pickel and Jones formed one 
of the league’s youngest and most highly 
regarded defensive lines. Jones, the last of 
that trio to earn a starting position, re- 
placed Lyle Alzado last season when the 
veteran ruptured an Achilles tendon. With 
Alzado's subsequent retirement, the 23- 
year-old Jones looks like a fixture in the 
Raiders’ defensive alignment for years to 
come. 

The Davis system has produced a gen- 
erous and seemingly ceaseless supply of 
first-rate talent for a number of years 
while continuing to perplex NFL observ- 
ers, After the Raiders were unceremon- 
iously removed last year from the playoffs 
by the New England Patriots in the con- 
ference semifinals, it was presumed that 
the Raiders’ managing general partner 
would seek to replace Marc Wilson and 
veteran Jim Plunkett at quarterback, ei- 
ther through direct barter or by trading 
up in the draft. The inconsistent Wilson 
had managed only 11 completions in 27 
pass attempts while throwing three inter- 
ceptions against the Patriots. 

Indeed, Davis is said to have spent the 
early hours of draft morning in a frantic 
attempt to swap Wilson to the Philadel- 
phia Eagles, but the object of the negotia- 
tion was not a quarterback in return. The 
Raiders sought the Eagles’ second-round 
pick with which they reportedly hoped to 
obtain wide receiver Walter Murray of 
Hawaii. Before the deal could be finalized, 
Murray became a Washington Redskin. 

As his first-round selection, Davis opted 
for Bob Buczkowski, a defensive lineman 
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from Pittsburgh. The announcement was 
greeted by stunned silence, followed by a 
familiar chorus of giggles. With Long (26), 
Pickel (26) and Jones, weren't the Raiders 
set on their defensive line for seasons to 
come? Wasn't there a far greater need for 
new muscle on the offensive line, where 
age is a problem? 

The Raiders curtly explained that the 
loss of Alzado and promotion of Jones had 
left a gap in the reserve ranks. 

But, why Buczkowski? One rating ser- 
vice had him 39th on a listing of available 
defensive linemen, 

As the tidings were absorbed by rival 
administrations, reaction varied. “I'm not 
about to second guess anything the 
Raiders do,” said one director of person- 
nel, “All I know is they've done this sort of 
thing before and it seems to work out. 
What they know that we don’t, I'm not 
certain,” 

Another personnel director was so star- 
tled by the selection that he returned to 
his projector to see if he could detect 
what it was about Buczkowski that ap- 
pealed to the Davis gang. 

Emerging from that seance, he said, 
“Being realistic, I'd call it a bum pick. 
They can kid themselves and keep him 
around for a couple of years, but the guy 
can’t play in this league. 

“The thing I don’t understand is that 
their third- and fourth-round choices (the 
Raiders had no second-round pick) both 
are far better than their first. Brad 
Cochran (a defensive back from Michi- 
gan) is an excellent prospect and Mike 
Wise (a defensive tackle from the Univer- 
sity of California-Davis) has a chance to 
be a star in the league.” 

As the enemy was busy mulling over 
the preposterous, Davis struck again, 
With two selections late in the fourth 
round, the Raiders claimed running backs 
Vance Mueller and Napoleon McCallum. 
Mueller performed for that western foot- 
ball factory, Occidental College. Recently 
graduated from the Naval Academy, 
McCallum is a naval ensign and whatever 
running he does in the next five years will 
be for the real Big Blue, 

The consensus impression is that the 
Raiders did nothing in the draft to open 
up what had been a narrow edge in a 
fiercely competitive division. 

Denver, which compiled an 11-5 record 
last season and finished second to Los An- 
geles, also was left sitting with a pat hand. 
At least, the Broncos can’t be expecting 
much help from the draft. They had no 
picks until the fourth round and their first 
two selections, tackles Jim Juriga of Illi- 
nois and defensive lineman Tony Colorito 
of Southern Cal, are considered damaged 
goods. Surgery could sideline one, or both, 
for the upcoming season. 

In tackle Brian Jozwiak (out of West 
Virginia), Kansas City acquired one of the 
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TSN’s Selections 


1986, 1985, 
Prediction 
1, Los Angeles 


Standings 
1. Los Angeles 
2, Denver 
3, Seattle 
San Diego 
5. Kansas City 


2, Denver 

3. Seattle 

4. San Diego 
5, Kansas City 


top three offensive linemen in the draft. 
This represented an investment promised 
by Coach John Mackovic, who again had 
described improvement of the running 
game as an area of major emphasis. After 
Jozwiak, however, the commitment 
seemed to fade. The Chiefs added only 
center Tom Baugh (Southern Illinois) and 
running back Kent Hagood (South Caro- 
lina). 

Two teams that seemed to garner the 
most help and appear ready to tighten the 
race in the West are Seattle and San 
Diego. The Seahawks, erratic offensively 
in 1985, added running backs John Wil- 
liams of Florida and Paul Miles of Ne- 
braska, a strategy that promises to reduce 
the burden on Curt Warner. “We thought 
Seattle had an especially good draft,” said 
Ron Nay, director of scouting for the 
Chargers, “Williams is an outstanding 
pick, and Miles could be a sleeper.” 

Nay did rather well himself. Hoping to 
give valuable quarterback Dan Fouts 
more protection, the Chargers drafted a 
huge offensive tackle for the second con- 
secutive year. After grabbing Jim Lachey 
last year, Nay followed that up by drafting 
Southern Cal’s James FitzPatrick with a 
late first-round pick, Lachey already has 
displayed All-Pro potential and FitzPa- 
trick could be his bookend. 

With six of their first eight picks devot- 
ed to defense, the Chargers also antici- 
pate significant improvement on that side 
of the ball where they traditionally have 
been hurting. San Diego grabbed Oklaho- 
ma State defensive end Leslie O’Neal with 
the eighth pick in the draft. 

While the others thus scramble to close 
ground, the Raiders head into the season 
apparently unconcerned about what 
would seem to be a serious quarterback 
problem. The list of candidates begins 
with Wilson, whose 49.7 completion per- 
centage and 62.7 efficiency rating left him 
13th among 15 AFC passers (only the Buf- 
falo tandem fared worse) last season. 
Plunkett, now 38 and coming off a shoul- 
der injury, and Rusty Hilger, who threw 13 
passes in 1985, are the apparent chal- 
lengers. 

Maybe what the colorful Davis sees in 
Bob Buczkowski is a strong arm. Stay 
tuned. 


Tom Cushman is a sports columnist for the San 
Diego Evening Tribune. 


The Great Debate 


L.A. Fans Wonder 
Who Will Start 
At Quarterback 


By BOB COX 


attles for at least three other 

positions may ultimately de- 

cide the fate of the 1986 Los 

Angeles Raiders, but the 

great quarterback debate re- 
mained the off-season passion of those 
football fans who follow the defending 
American Football Conference Western 
Division champions. 

Coach Tom Flores, perhaps as puzzled 
as anybody else, kidded inquisitive report- 
ers at a spring media gathering, saying 
they would “have to show up for our mini- 
camp to see who lines up with the first 
unit.” 

What he forgot to mention, of course, is 
that veterans Jim Plunkett and Marc Wil- 
son, the incumbents, were not invited to 
attend that mostly rookie orientation. Di- 
recting the first unit in their absence was 
second-year passer Rusty Hilger. 

Plunkett and Wilson arrived a week 
later with other veterans and split time 
with the first squad. 

For those who are getting bored with 
the annual Plunkett vs. Wilson scenario, 
here's a new twist: The winner of this 
year’s battle, presumably either Plunkett 
or Wilson, may be nothing more than a 
caretaker while Hilger develops. 

“You can’t have co-starters,” said 
Flores, although he admitted having trou- 
ble picking one at the quarterback spot. 
“Somebody has to work with the No. | unit 
and somebody has to work with the No. 2 
unit. 

“But right now we're still procrastinat- 
ing. At some point we'll have to make a 
decision.” 

The 38-year-old Plunkett has been resil- 
ient in his 14-year National Football 
League career. Twice in his seven years- 
with the Raiders he has risen from the 
football graveyard to the glorious heights 
of Super Bowl victories. The 29-year-old 
Wilson remains an enigma. The 6-foot-6 
seventh-year man out of Brigham Young 
can’t seem to erase the “quarterback-of- 
the-future” label from his resume. 

Plunkett's 1985 season ended in Week 3 
when he dislocated his shoulder against 
San Francisco. Wilson took over and guid- 
ed the Raiders to an 11-2 record, division 
title and playoff berth. An enigma? Wil- 
son’s pass efficiency rating was 62.7, 24th 
in the 28-team league, and only two quar- 
terbacks threw more than his 21 intercep- 
tions. 

IMat the Raiders lost to New England 


When the passing game stuttered, 
Marcus Allen literally carried the 
Raiders to another division title. 


in the first round of the playoffs, 27-20, 
didn't help. Wilson completed just 11 of 27 
passes and was intercepted three times. 

The quarterback battle is not the only 
one being fought. It is just the most visi- 
ble. Several other jobs are on the line as 
the 1986 season approaches: 

Former Pro Bowler Jerry Robinson, 
acquired early in the 1985 season from the 
Eagles, has been moved to the position he 
likes best, left outside linebacker, and is 
expected to compete with incumbent 
Brad Van Pelt. 

Starting strong safety Mike Davis, 
who underwent arthroscopic surgery and 
missed five regular-season games, must 
dislodge third-year man Stacey Toran 
from his position, Toran played both safe- 
ty spots in 1985 and appears ready to push 
for a starting job. 

© Former starting offensive guard Curt 
Marsh, bothered by injuries the last three 
seasons, is expected to push for Mickey 
Marvin's spot on the right side. 

Those are the big position battles. But 
there are others being fought behind the 
scenes. 

Several youngsters, for example, nota- 
bly Kevin Belcher (a 1985 draft pick who 
‘spent most of the year on injured reserve) 
and 27-year-old Randy Van Divier (re- 
turning after missing most of the '85 sea- 
son with a broken leg), are being 
groomed to ease an age problem on the 
offensive line. A starting line of tackles 
Bruce Davis and Henry Lawrence, guards 
Marvin and Charley Hannah and center 
Don Mosebar averages 30 years of age. 

Flores prefers not to categorize posi- 


tion battles as “question marks,” instead 
saying, “those are healthy situations, hav- 
ing two quality players competing for one 
job.” 

The Raiders’ 1985 success can be traced 
directly to the conference’s top-ranked 
defense (fourth overall in the league) and 
the talents of All-Pro running back 
Marcus Allen, the NFL's Most Valuable 
Player and The Sporting News’ Player of 
the Year, 

That’s why it was surprising that the 
Raiders used their first five picks in the 
draft to choose three defensive players 
and a pair of running backs, one of whom 
(Napoleon McCallum of Navy) won't be 
available until the 1991 season. 

The Raiders’ defensive strength begins 
up front with All-Pro end Howie Long, Pro 
Bowl alternate nose tackle Bill Pickel and 
Sean Jones, who took over last season 
when Lyle Alzado was injured. Alzado, a 
15-year veteran, announced his retirement 
after the season. In case of injury, Greg 
Townsend and first-round draft pick Bob 
Buczkowski (Pittsburgh) will be ready to 
step in, Third-round pick Mike Wise (Cali- 
fornia-Davis) could see duty in pass-rush- 
ing situations, 

The Robinson-Van Pelt duel should 
strengthen an already-strong linebacking 
corps featuring Rod Martin, Matt Millen 
and second-year man Reggie McKenzie, 
who started every game last year as a 
rookie. 

The return of Davis and the emergence 
of Toran will strengthen a secondary that 
ranks among the best in pro football. All- 
Pro Mike Haynes and Lester Hayes are 
back at the corners with Vann McElroy at 
safety. Odis McKinney and second-round 
draftee Brad Cochran (Michigan) also 
will be available. 

The Raiders were forced to change 
their offensive game plan when Plunkett 
went down early. Instead of relying on 
their normally lethal deep-passing game, 
they stepped up Allen’s workload. The 
game plan often could be simplified to 
“Allen left, Allen right, swing pass to Allen 
coming out of the backfield.” 

As a result, Allen became the first 
Raider ever to lead the league in rushing 
(1,759 yards) and he set a club record for 
total carries (380). He enters the '86 sea- 
son having rushed for more than 100 
yards in each of the Raiders’ last nine reg- 
ular-season games. Allen also caught 67 
passes for 555 yards, second on the 
Raiders to All-Pro tight end Todd Chris- 
tensen’s 82 catches for 987 yards, 

Last year’s No. | draft choice, wide re- 
ceiver Jessie Hester, recovered from a 
slow start to average 20.8 yards per catch 
on 32 receptions. His counterpart, Dokie 
Williams, caught 48 for 925 yards. 

Fullback Frank Hawkins was reliable, 
whether being asked to block for Allen, 
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Raiders 


Continued 


run the ball or become a receiver. He 
rushed 84 times for 269 yards and caught 
27 passes for 174. 

Once they settle the issue at quarter- 
back, the Raiders will look for ways to 
diversify their offense and take advantage 
of these other weapons. 

In addition to Alzado, who announced 
his retirement in an emotional press con- 
ference, three other veterans were con- 
sidering retirement—wide receiver Cliff 
Branch, center Dave Dalby and line- 
backer Bob Nelson. 

Veteran Ray Guy should handle punt- 
ing chores again while Chris Bahr returns 
as the placekicker. Bahr finished the 1985 
season with 100 points on 20 of 32 field- 
goal attempts and 40 of 42 extra points. 

The 1986 Raiders should present an- 
other solid obstacle to AFC West contend- 
ers, but their hopes to advance in the 
playoffs could well depend on the team’s 
ability to resolve the great quarterback 
debate. 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Denver 2:00 
Sept.14—at Washi 1:00 
Sept.21—NEW YORK G! 1.00 
Sept.28—SAN DIEGO 1:00 
Oct. 5—at Kansas Cit} 12:00 
Oct. 12—SEATTLE. 1:00 
Oct. 19—at Miat 1:00 
Oct. 26—at Houston 12:00 
Nov. 2—DENVER 1:00 
Nov. 9—at Dallas. 3:00 
Nov. 16—CLEVELANI 1:00 
Nov. 20—at San Diego (Thurs. 5:00 
Nov. 30—PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
Dec, _8—at Seattle (Mon. 6:00 


Dec. 14—KANSAS CIT’ 
Dec. 21—INDIANAPOLIS 


1985 RESULTS—(12-5) 
Raiders 
31 New York Jets 


20 Kansas Cit! 
San Franci 


Cincinnati 
31 Denver (OT) 


AFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
27 


20 New England... (H) 88,936 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 
1. BUCZKOWSKI,Bob -DE_Pittsburgh 
Choice to N.Y. Giants 
through Minnesota 


2 

3. COCHRAN, Brad DB Michigan 

4, WISE, Mike DE Cal-Davis 
from Atlanta 

4, MUELLER, Vance RB Occidental 
from N.Y. Giants 

4, McCALLUM, Napoleon RB Navy 

5. Choice to Pittsburgh 

6. MARRONE, Doug T Syracuse 

7. LEWIS, Bill C Nebraska 

8. MAUNTEL, Joe LB E. Kentucky 

9. LEE, Zeph RB Southern Cal 

10. REINKE, Jeff DE Mankato State 

11. WEBSTER, Randell LB SW Oklahoma 

12, SHEPHERD, Larry WR = Houston 


Los Angeles Raiders wide receiver Jessie Hester. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL. Games 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
32 Allen, Marcus RB 6-2 205 5 Southern California 16 
10 Bahr, Chris K 5-10 170 11 Penn State 16 
56 Barnes, Jeff LB 6-2 230 10 California 16 
49 Barnett, Buster TE 6-5 240 5 Jackson State °0 
76 Belcher, Kevin G 6-5 285 2 Wisconsin 4 
21 Branch, Cliff WR 5-11 170 15 Colorado 4 
46 Christensen, Todd TE 6-3 230 Brigham Young 16 
Cooper, Earl TE 6-2 227 7 Rice eis: 

50 Dalby, Dave C 6-3 250 15 UCLA 16 
79 Davis, Bruce E. T 6-6 280 8 UCLA 16 
80 Davis, Bruce WR 5-8 160 2 Baylor 20 
45 Davis, James CB 6-0 200 5 Southern University 15 
36 Davis, Mike S 63 205 9 Colorado 11 
94 Franks, Elvis DE 6-4 270 7 Morgan State 3 
8 Guy, Ray P 6-3 200 14 Southern Mississippi 16 
73 tHannah, Charley G 65 260 10 Alabama. 15 
27 tHawkins, Frank RB 5-9 210 Nevada-Reno 16 
37 Hayes, Lester CB 6-0 200 10 Texas A&M. 16 
22 Haynes, Mike CB 6-2 190 11 Arizona State 16 
84 Hester, Jessie WR 5-11 170 2 Florida State 16 
12 Hilger, Rusty. QB 64 200 2 Oklahoma State 4 
31 Jensen, Derrick RB 6-1 220 8 Texas-Arlington 16 
99 Jones, Sean DE 6-7 275 2 Northeastern 15 
74 Jordan, Shelby T 6-7 280 10 Washington (Mo.) 16 
87. Junkin, Trey TE 6-2 225 4 Louisiana Tech 16 
33 King, Kenny RB 5-11 205 8 Oklahoma. 16 
70 Lawrence, Henry T 6-4 275 13 9 Florida A&M 16 
75 Long, Howie DE 64 270 6 1. Villanova 16 
60 tMarsh, Curt G 65 275 5 & Washington i 
53 Martin, Rod LB 6-2 225 10 4 Southern California 16 
65 Marvin, Mickey G 64 265 10 10. Tennessee 15 
26 McElroy, Vann S 6-2 195 5 1-13-60 Baylor BR 
54 McKenzie, Reggie LB 61 240 2 Tennessee 16 
23 McKinney, Odis S$ 6-2 190 9 Colorado *15 
35 McSwain, Chuck RB 6-0 195 3 Clemson 20 
55 Millen, Matt LB 6-2 245 7 Penn State 16 
83 Moffett, Tim WR 6-1 180 2 Mississippi 13 
28 Montgomery, Cle WR 5-8 180 6 Abilene Christian a 
72 Mosebar, Don C 66 270 4 Southern California 16 
51 Nelson, Bob LB 6-4 235 9 Nebraska °0 
81 Parker, Andy TE 6-5 240 3 Utah 16 
71 Pickel, Bill DT 6-5 260 4 Rutgers 16 
16 Plunkett, Jim QB 6-2 225 16 Stanford 3 
57 Robinson, Jerry LB 6-2 225 8 LA 1 
69 Russell, Rusty T 6-5 290 2 South Carolina *0 
43 Seale, Sam CBO 5-9 175 3 Western State (Colo.) 16 
86 Smith, Jim WR 6-2 195 8 Michigan 6 
58 Squirek, Jack LB 6-4 235 5 Ilinois 16 
39 Strachan, Steve RB 61 215 2 Boston College 4 
30 Toran, Stacey S 6-2 200 3 Notre Dame 16 
93 Townsend, Greg DE 6-3 250 4 Texas Christian 16 
68 Van Divier, Randy T 65 290 3 Washington a) 
91 Van Pelt, Brad LB 6-5 235 14 Michigan State 16 
41 Walker, Fulton S$ 5-11 200 6 West Virginia °15 
67 Wheeler, Dwight C 6-3 275 7 Tennessee State a) 
85 Williams, Dokie WR 5-11 180 4 16 
Williams, Gardner DB 6-2 199 2 St. Mary's (Calif.) “0 

98 Willis, Mitch OT, Gat) (27572 Southern Methodist 1 
6 Wilson, Marc QB 6-6 205 7 Brigham Young 16 


*Barnett last active with Bills in ‘84; Cooper played 15 games with 49ers in ‘85; B. Davis last active 
Browns in ‘84; McKinney played 5 games with Chiefs, 10 with Raiders in ‘85; McSwain last active 
Cowboys in ‘84; Nelson and Van Divier missed ‘85 season due to injury; Russell last played with 
Eagles in ‘84; Walker played 2 games with Dolphins, 13 with Raiders in ‘85; Wheeler last played with 
Raiders in 84; G. Williams last active with Lions in ‘84. 

Option playout; subject to developments. 

Retired—Lyle Alzado, 14-year defensive end, 11 games in ‘85. 

_ Also played with Raiders in ‘85—S Don Bessillieu (4 games), LB Tony Caldwell (3), QB Russ Jencon 

(active for 1 game, but did not play), DT Dave Stalls (4), CB Ricky Williams (2), 
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‘Funnel Football’ 


Broncos Promise 
Defense Will Be 
More Aggressive 


By JOSEPH SANCHEZ 


hen corporate Colorado 
comes to watch the Den- 
ver Broncos play this 
season, it may not recog- 
nize the product. From 
those towering new “penthouse suites” 
peeking over the west stands at Mile High 
Stadium to the personnel down on the 
field, things are going to be different. 

Pat Bowlen, the Broncos’ dashing 
young owner, made some subtle but sig- 
nificant changes in what was expected to 
be something of a do-nothing off-season. 

First, there was the construction of the 
60 new stadium skyboxes, built to increase 
the cash flow. Then, Bowlen streamlined 
the budget. Bringing in 80 or more free 
agents every year was getting excessive, 
he told Coach Dan Reeves, so that num- 
ber was cut back to about 60. 

Bowlen also submitted the not-so-subtle 
suggestion that third-year linebacker 
Ricky Hunley ought to either be thinking 
about starting or relocating. Corporate 
thinking doesn’t allow for $600,000-a-year 
salaries for support personnel. 

Finally, on the morning of the NFL 
draft, Bowlen made what may have been 
both his shrewdest and most economical 
move of the off-season, embracing his old 
buddy, agent Howard Slusher, to acquire 
former Pro Bowl cornerback Mark 
Haynes from the New York Giants. 

From an empty draft in which the 
Broncos had no first- or third-round picks 
because of the Hunley trade two years 
ago, they suddenly had the one player 
who could best help them in exchange for 
second-round picks in 1986 and 1987. 

If there’s one thing the NFL can count 
on from the Broncos this season, it is a 
more aggressive, Bears-like defense. 

That was the plan before Haynes. With 
him, it’s an absolute certainty. 

“When you've got two corners who can 
cover,” said Joe Collier, assistant head 
coach/defense, “that opens things up in- 
side and you can gamble a little more.” 

Collier long has been acknowledged as 
one of the masters of “funnel football,” 
structuring his defense to funnel the of- 
fense where he wants it to go. With 
Haynes on the right corner and ageless 
Louis Wright on the left, he now has a 
natural funnel to the middle of the field, 
where Karl Mecklenburg plays. 

“We're going to play Meck all over the 
place,” Reeves said of his big-play All-Pro, 
in announcing the change in defensive 


Veteran Steve Watson is the leader 
of Denver’s receiving corps. 


philosophy. Before, the Broncos were ag- 
gressive but conservative. Now, they're 
going to be aggressive and bold. 

“We're flat going to get after some peo- 
ple,” enthused Myrel Moore, the line- 
backers coach. 

A large share of those people, to be 
sure, are of the silver and black variety. 
Despite an 11-5 record last year, the Bron- 
cos were unseated as AFC West cham- 
pions by the Los Angeles Raiders. Even 
worse, they failed to qualify for postsea- 
son play. The Broncos blame their fate on 
two sub-par performances against the 
Raiders, a team most of them consider to 
be inferior. 

So the Raiders, the Patriots, the Cow- 
boys and all the other teams on one of the 
more challenging schedules in recent 
Broncos history, can throw out the book 
on the 3-4—or stack defense—Collier 
pioneered more than a decade ago. 

It might be wiser to polish up on the old 
4-3 defense and the new “46” defense and 
consider the possibilities. Denver’s de- 
fense is liable to be more complicated 
than Reeves’ overdone offense. 

Assuming Haynes and Wright play up to 
standards, Denver may well present the 
strongest secondary in the league with a 
third All-Pro, Dennis Smith, at strong safe- 
ty and either Steve Foley or Mike Harden 
at free safety. 

With the stability that secondary should 
provide, the Broncos can be expected to 
play musical positions with their defen- 
sive line and linebackers. 

Besides the threat of Mecklenburg as 
either a straight-up inside linebacker, a 
blitzing outside backer or a pass-rushing 


down lineman, the Broncos may also 
show a lot of four-man fronts featuring 
fast-developing newcomers Andre Town- 
send and Simon Fletcher. Townsend is ex- 
pected to move into the starting lineup 
ahead of 14th-year veteran Barney Cha- 
vous and the fast and rangy Fletcher is 
expected to get more playing time as the 
designated pass rusher opposite Rulon 
Jones. 

Jones, who made the Pro Bow! for the 
first time last season, led the line in both 
sacks (10) and fumble recoveries (three). 
In the middle of the line, the Broncos fi- 
nally developed some backup relief for 12- 
year veteran Rubin Carter with the devel- 
opment of Greg Kragen. 

Bowlen’s ultimatum on Hunley caused a 
ripple effect throughout Denver's proud 
linebacking corps. The first reaction of 
the coaches was to demote veteran Tom 
Jackson in favor of Ken Woodard at right 
outside linebacker. The inevitable flap 
produced a quick reversal, but the Bron- 
cos then let it leak that they might move 
Mecklenburg to the left outside ahead of 
Jim Ryan, leaving the left inside open for 
Hunley. Another flap, another reversal. 
Finally, Collier announced Hunley had 
been moved to right inside linebacker be- 
hind starter Steve Busick. 

The Broncos aren't doing anything on 
defense other teams aren't doing in jump- 
ing on the Bears’ bandwagon, which is 
why Reeves also is reconsidering his of- 
fense. Translated, that means a return to 
a two-back set as the base offense and 
phasing out the “ace back” formation. 

The single-back offense, noted Reeves, 
is easy pickings for an attacking defense. 
With only the quarterback and one run- 
ning back in the backfield, there's little 
opportunity for deception or play-faking. 

Denver, however, still doesn't have a 
true fullback. Its biggest running back is 
6-foot-3, 210-pound Steve Sewell, a No. 1 
draft pick in 1985 who's a good bet to 
move ahead of Sammy Winder at running 
back. The fullback? Probably Gene Lang, 
a hard-running, third-year veteran. 

Injuries to running backs last year left 
Denver with one of its most unproductive 
rushing seasons (115.7 yards per game) in 
recent history. 

John Elway threw more passes (605) 
than any other quarterback last season, 
but early indications are the offense will 
be more structured and less improvisa- 
tional in the two-back set. 

Wide receiver Steve Watson fell short 
ofa fourth straight 1,000-yard season in '85 
but still had 61 catches for 915 yards and 
five touchdowns. Rookie Vance Johnson 
moved into the starting lineup in the 10th 
game and wound up with 51 catches for 
721 yards and three TDs. He also starred 
as a kick returner, averaging 24.7 yards 
on kickoffs and 8.7 on punts. Behind those 
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L*} two isa stable of promising young receiv- 
< ers, led by four-year veteran Clint Samp- 
son. 
The Broncos, who carried three tight 
ends last season—Clarence Kay, H-back 
James Wright and Mike Barber— added 
two more in the draft. But with the return 
to the two-back set, they may only carry 
two tight ends this season. 
The area the Broncos hope to improve 
most is the offensive line, but without a 
high draft choice they loaded up on 
young, veteran free agents. The line most 
often is described only as “adequate” 
even though Bill Bryan still is regarded as 
one of the top centers in the league. Keith 
Bishop and Paul Howard will be the 
guards and Ken Lanier and Dave Stud- 
dard the tackles. There probably won't be 
any changes among the starters unless 
(77) one of the free agents is a surprise. 
The Broncos were less than happy with 
fo] their kicking game last year as placekick- No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College in ’85 
(o) er Rich Karlis (23-of-38 field goal at- Ee Teabe Mae AB ee oa By Louisiana Tech 4 
tempts) fell below his previous standards ishop, Keit! 3 2 Nile oe 
and punter Chris Norman (40.9-yard aver- fA raat DER ea aioee mea: aio Sate oe 
az age) struggled. Don't be surprised to see a 58 Busick, Steve LB 6-4 227 6 ‘Southern California 16 
change here. 68 Carter, Rubin NT 6-0 256 12 Miami (Fla.) 16 
(oe) 13 Chava, Barney DE 63 258 18 South Carina State 16 
yomeaux, Darren = rizona State 
it [Peo irre Biomass «Gf Ai 3 eee Reg 
ier y ennison, Rict olorado State 
etapa 7 Elway, John 0B 63 210 4 Stanford 16 
ORpeir pee es cee ee : 
a oley, Steve lane 
peice Ne ene aHD) 62 Freeman, Mike & 63 256 2 Arizona *9 
Oct. 12—at San Diego 72 Graves, Marsharne 63 272 2 Arizona °0 
Oct, 20—at New York Jets (hon 0 31 Harden, Mike CB 61 192 7 Michigan 16 
Oct. 26—SEATTLE.. 2 Haynes, Mark CB 5-11 198 7 Colorado #5 
Ww Nov. 2=at Los Angeles Raiders : 74 Hood, Winford T 63 262 3 Georgia 16 
Nov. 9—SAN DIEGO. i? 60 Howard, Paul G 63 260 13 Brigham Young 16 
Nov. 16—KANSAS CITY. 2 98 Hunley, Ricky LB 6-2 238 3 Arizona 16 
Nov. 23—at New York Giant : 25 Hunter, Daniel cB 5-11 175 2 Henderson State 16 
Nov. 30—CINCINNATI 57 Jackson, Tom LB 5-11 220 14 Louisville 12 
z Dec. 7—at Kansas City. 86 Johnson, Butch WR 61 187 11 Cal-Riverside 16 
Dec. 13—WASHINGTON (Sat. re pioiatony Vance ne ree Ae 3 iene) r a 
=) Jones, Rulon - tah State 
W Dec, 20—at Seattle (Sat. ie rar Rich “x 65 isp 3 Sieh 16 
ay, Clarence eorgi 
a 1985 RESULTS—(11-5) 71 Kragen, Greg NT 6-3 245 2 Utah State 16 
Broncos Opp. Att. 8 Kubiak, Gary QB 6-0 192 4 Texas A&M 16 
0 33 Lang, Gene RB 5-10 19% 3 Louisiana State 12 
76 Lanier, Ken 6-3 269 6 Florida State 16 
22 Lilly, Tony S$ 60 199 3 Florida 16 
77 Mecklenburg, Kar! LB 6-3 230 4 Minnesota 16 
ills, im T 6-9 281 3 Hawaii °0 
67 Miraidi, Dean 65 285 4 tal 10 
1 Norman, Chris P 62 198 3 South Carolina 16 
Partridge, Rick P61 175 3 Utah *0 
34 Poole, Nathan RB 5-9 212 6 Louisville 3 
e 48 Robbins, Randy S 6-2 189 3 Arizona 10 
30 San Di 50 Ryan, Jim LB 61 218 8 William & Mary 16 
28 LA. Rai 84 Sampson, Clint WR 5-11 183 4 San Diego State 16 
31 Pi 83 Sawyer, John TE 6-2 230 11 Southern Mississippi *0 
14 i 30 Sewell, Steve RB 6-3 210 2 Oklahoma 16 
14 kK; 56 Smith, Aaron UB 62 225 2 Utah State *0 
27 Seattle. 49 Smith, Dennis S$ 63 200 6 Southern California 13 
14 Stankavage, Scott OB) 6-1 11s 2 North Carofina “0 
wddard, Dave 4 exas 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 61 Townsend, Andre DE/NT 6-3 265 3 Mississippi 16 
Round and Player Position College 81 Watson, Steve WR 64 195 8 Temple 16 
1. Choice to Cincinnati 47 Willhite, Gerald RB 5-10 200 5 San Jose State 15 
2: Choice to N.Y. Giants 45 Wilson, Steve CB 5-10 195 8 Howard 14 
3, Choice to Gincinnati 23 Winder, Sammy RB 5-11 203 5 7-15-59 Southern Mississippi. 14 
4. JURIGA, Jim T linois 52 Woodard, Ken LB 6-1 218 5 1-22-60 Tuskesee Institute 16 
ge] 5. COLORITO, Tony NT Southern Cal 87 Wright, James TE 6-3 240 7 9. 1-56 Texas Christian 16 
(7) 6. MOBLEY, Grson TE Salem (W. Va.) 20 Wright, Louis CB 6-3 200 12 1-31-53 San Jose State 15 
wi from Green Bay “Barber played 5 games with Rams, 10 with Broncos in ’85; Bowyer and Stankavage last active 
6. JACKSON, Mark WR Purdue _ with Broncos in “84; Freeman, Graves, Sawyer, and A. Smith missed ‘85 season due to injury; Haynes 
P=] 7. PHILLIPS, Raymond LB No. Carolina St. played 5 games with Giants in “85; Mills missed ’85 season with Indianapolis due to injury; Partridge last 
8 KLOSTERMANN,B. LB So. Dakota St. active with Chargers in ‘80 and New Jersey Generals in ‘85. 
(SB) 9% THOMAS, Joe WR = Miss. Valley St. Option layout; subject to developments. 
Pri 20. HALL, Victor TE Jackson State Also played with Broncos in ‘85—G/C Glenn Hyde (11 games), S Roger Jackson (9), TE Keli 
11. DENDY, Thomas RB South Carolina McGregor (2), TE Don Summers (2). 
B12. Choice to L.A. Rams 
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Time to Regroup 


Seahawks Seek 
Answers to Some 
Tough Questions 


By BART WRIGHT 


n his previous 12 years as a Nation- 
al Football League head coach, 
Chuck Knox had never experi- 
enced anything quite like the 1985 
season. 

In two previous five-year stints at Los 
Angeles and Buffalo, Knox-coached teams 
never suffered through a season in which 
they fell back as many as four games 
from the pace of the preceding year. But 
that’s what happened last season when 
Knox’s Seattle Seahawks slipped from a 
12-4 playoff team to an 8-8 enigma, 

The biggest dropoff with the Rams was 
from 12-2 to 10-4. The biggest dropoff with 
the Bills was from 11-5 to 10-6, discounting 
the strike-shortened 1982 season in which 
only nine games were played. 

So the coach who ranks 12th in NFL 
career coaching victories (120-70) and can 
move as high as ninth by the end of the 
1986 season, is approaching the new year 
with a different perspective. 

“We have to get back to playing Sea- 
hawk football,” Knox said. “This will be a 
challenge for our entire football team and 
our organization as a whole because 
we're doing it against the toughest sched- 
ule in the National Football League.” 

Some of the 1985 problems are easy to 
identify: 

© The offensive line was inconsistent, 
allowing a club-record 61 sacks. 

Running back Curt Warner, after 12 
months of intensive rehabilitation from a 
serious knee injury, wore down in the sec- 
ond half of the year. 

Injuries hit the defensive backfield 
and the Seahawks offense turned over the 
ball too many times. 

Knox thinks he has some answers for 
those problems. 

Bryan Millard has been ticketed to 
take over for veteran Robert Pratt at 
right guard and Ron Mattes will challenge 
for a starting tackle position. Mattes is a 
seventh-round 1985 draft choice out of 
Virginia whom the Seahawks have con- 
verted from defense to offense. He spent 
all of last year on the injured reserve list, 
learning the position and building himself 
“Pother line hopefuls are center Blair 
Bush, guard Edwin Bailey and tackles 
Ron Essink and Bob Cryder. 

‘Warnar is well rested and Knox expects 
the former No. 1 draft choice to regain 
the endurance and form that rehabilita- 
tion seemed to rob a year ago. Warner 


Seahawks Coach Chuck Knox will 
be looking for more consistency 
from quarterback Dave Krieg. 


should get some help from this year's No. 
1 pick, fullback John L, Williams (Flori- 
da), who can block, run and catch and is 
being counted on to give the Seahawks 
the backfield dimension they've lacked 
for the past two seasons. 

“The league went through the one-back 
phase, but now people are seeing the ad- 
vantages of two backs once again,” Knox 
said. “Two backs make it more difficult 
for teams to load up against you with 
those six-, seven- and eight-man lines. 
John L, Williams is a player you'll have to 
respect out there, and that should help 
Curt Warner.” 

Knox addressed another problem area 
in the draft when he selected cornerback 
Patrick Hunter (third round, Nevada- 
Reno) and safety Eddie Anderson (sixth 
round, Fort Valley State) to inject some 
youthful talent into a secondary that lists 
four players 30 years and older. Hunter is 
a cover man who is projected as an even- 
tual replacement for 1l-year veteran 
Dave Brown and Anderson's hitting style 
has been compared to Seahawks safety 
Kenny Easley. 

Bobby Joe Edmonds (fifth round, Ar- 
kansas) will be given the chance to eli 
nate the Seahawks’ punt and kickoff-re- 
turn problems. Edmonds, a running back 
in college, also will be given the opportu- 
nity to win the job as a fifth wide receiv- 
er-running back. 

But not all of Seattle’s problems have 
such clear-cut answers. Quarterback 


Dave Krieg, who shouldered the brunt of 
criticism from the fans and the press last 
year, suffered through a Jekyll-Hyde sea- 
son that could only be classified as bi- 
zarre. 

Whether he was the cause or the effect 
remains an unknown. But the inescapable 
fact was that when Krieg was good, the 
Seahawks won. When he was bad, they 
lost. The team’s 8-8 record was glaringly 
reflected in Krieg’s statistics. 

In the eight Seahawk victories, Krieg 
completed 64.6 percent of his passes (162- 
251) for 2,084 yards, 22 touchdowns and 
two interceptions, Those numbers graded 
out to 116.5 in the NFL quarterback rating 
system, far and away better than league 
leader Ken O’Brien of the New York Jets, 
who compiled a 96.2 rating. 

But in Seattle's eight losses, Krieg com- 
pleted only 43.8 percent of his passes (123- 
281) for 1,518 yards with 18 interceptions 
and five touchdown passes, That translat- 
ed into a 40.4 rating, far below the league 
worst of 50.8. 

The statistics point out the mystery. In 
eight wins, Krieg was easily the most effi- 
cient passer in the NFL. In eight losses, he 
was by far the worst. 

Overall, Krieg’s rating was a middle-of- 
the-pack 76.2. His drawbacks speak for 
themselves, but he has some intangibles 
(leadership and an ability to rally the 
team) that pull at Knox's instincts. 

There were draft-day rumors that Seat- 
tle was trying to send Krieg and wide re- 
ceiver Daryl (Deep Heat) Turner to At- 
Janta for the second pick in the draft. The 
Seahawks supposedly would have used 
that pick to select either Iowa's Chuck 
Long or Purdue's Jim Everett, both quar- 
terbacks. But the deal never materialized. 
The Seahawks did come out of the draft 
with one more quarterback, UCLA's 
David Norrie, but the 11th-round selection 
is expected to join Gale Gilbert in a battle 
for the backup spot. 

Krieg’s erratic play was mirrored by 
Turner, who caught 34 passes for 670 
yards and 13 touchdowns but frustrated 
coaches, fans and teammates by suffering 
frequent mental lapses that led to specu- 
lation that he was giving less than a full 
effort. 

Turner could do well to follow the ex- 
ample of teammate Steve Largent, who 
caught 79 passes last season and moved 
into fifth place on the all-time receiver list 
with 624 receptions in 10 seasons. Largent 
should easily move into second place this 
season, a spot currently occupied by 
Charley Taylor (649 catches). If he plays 
long enough, Largent should catch leader 
Charlie Joiner, who is beginning his 18th 
year with 716 lifetime catches. 

The Seahawks, however, will need to 
find a replacement for veteran tight end 
Charle Young, who retired in the off-sea- 
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Seahawks 
Continued 
=e 
son. 
Defensively, Knox would like to find 
one more pass rusher to add to his top 
four of defensive ends Jacob Green (13 
1/2 sacks) and Jeff Bryant, nose tackle 
Joe Nash and Randy Edwards. He'd also 
like to develop at least one more line- 
backer to join starters Keith Butler and 
Fredd Young on the inside and Michael 
Jackson and Bruce Scholtz on the outside. 
The linebacking corps is considered the 
weakest link on a strong defensive unit. 
Led by All-Pro safety Easley, the Sea- 
hawks finished second in the AFC with 44 
takeaways last year. Easley will be joined 
in the secondary by cornerbacks Terry 
Taylor and Brown and free safety John 3 5 zs i 
Harris. id Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Steve Largent. 
” The Seahawks also could use better pro- 
duction from their kicking units. Norm 
4 Johnson managed to connect on only 14 of 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
25 field-goal attempts and punter David Nae ont 
s Finzer averaged 40.7 yards. f No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In 85 
Once again, the Seahawks will be an 65 Bailey, Edwin G 64 265 6 5-15-59 South Carolina State lo 
¢ interesting team that could show up in the 16 tBorcharat, Jon c& O39 220 8 812-57 Montana State B 
playoffs if the rebuilt offensive line comes FF ponent ett ee er Hviciloan re 
= through and if Krieg and Turner can per- ee icireeeeeee 2 Washington 16 
f i . utler, Kel = lemphis State 
¢ forms mare consis ently 83 [Bue Ray WR 63 203 7 Saute Calfonia — °13 
aldwell, Tony 1 2 ashington *: 
wi 1986 SCHEDULE bss eaientm ‘B ee 228 12 poe ne 
iy “( ryder, Bol 4 ama 
Spt ad KANSAS crn E 35 Davis, Lee CB 5-11 195 2 Mississippi 7 
Sept.21—at New England 33 Doornink, Dan RB 63 210 9 Washington State 6 
Sept. 28—at Washington 45 Easley, Kenny S 63 206 6 UCLA 3 
Oct. 6—SAN DIEGO ( 68 Edwards, Randy DE 64 266 3 Alabama 16 
Oct. 12—at Los Angeles 64 tEssink, Ron T 66 279 7 Grand Valley State 12 
IT] oct: 15oNew vonk cranes 15 {Finzer, Dave P 6-0 19 3 DePauw 12 
(Ried 88 Franklin, Byron WR 6-1 181 5 Auburn 3 
a Nov. 2—NEW YORI 56 Gaines, Greg, LB 6-3 222 5 Tennessee 16 
Nov, 9—at Kansas city 7 Gilbert, Gale QB 6-3 206 2 California 9 
- Nov, 16—at Cincinnati... 79 Green, Jacob DE 6-3 257 7 Texas A&M. 16 
Nov. 23—PHILADELPHI 84 Greene, Danny WR 5-11 191 2 Washington 4 
Nov. 27—at Dallas (Thankso 44 tHarris, John S 62 204 9 Arizona State 16 
Dec. 8—L. A. RAIDERS (Mon Hernandez, Matt OT 6-6 260 3 Purdue 0) 
Dec. 14—at San Diego 46 Hughes, David RB 6-0 220 6 Boise State 12 
Dec. 20—DENVER (Sai) 55 Jackson, Michael LB 61 228 8 Washington 16 
fs “eckson, hee, oe ae 197 a cane State we 
Johnson, Norm - 194 
(ay 1985 RESULTS—(8-8) 54 Kaiser, John 1B 6-3 227 3 Arizona 16 
Seahawks Opp. Att. 62 K ii, Kani C 62 254 5 Hawaii 16 
‘inci 63 Kir ie NT 6-2 249 7 Oklahoma 16 
17 fKrieg, Dave QB 61 19% 7 Milton (Wis.) 16 
37 tLane, Eric RB 6-0 197 6 Brigham Young 16 
80 Largent, Steve WR 5-11 191 11 Tulsa 16 
51 fMerriman, Sam LB 6-3 229 4 Idaho 14 
71 Millard, Bryan GREE S 2780 AS Texas 16 
43 tMorris, Randall RB 6-0 199 3 Tennessee 16 
21 Moyer, Paul S 61 201 4 Arizona State li 
72 Nash, Joe INT, 6-29 257) 25) Boston College 16 
29 +Parros, Rick RB 5-11 202 6 Utah State 4 
61 Pratt, Robert G 64 251 13 North Carolina 12 
41 Robinson, Eugene S 60 18 2 Colgate 16 
57 Robinson, Shelton LB 6-2 236 5 North Carolina 15 
, 85 Ross, Dan TE 6-4 234 7 57 Northeastern “16 
77,425 58 tScholtz, Bruce LB 6-6 240 5 26. Texas 16 
56,283, Scribner, Bucky P 6-0 202 3 7-11-60 Kansas 29 
eo Eoinpsoly Kent He paea we H 2 ti ra eemolls State 15 
asi, Paul : Sty 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 20 Taylor, Terry CB 5-10 188 3 7-18-61 Sane ble i 
Round and Player Position College 86 Tice, Mike TE 6-7 247 6 22-59 Maryland 9 
1. WILLIAMS, John L. RB Florida 81 Turner, Daryl WR 6-3 191 3 12-15-61 Michigan State 16 
2. Choice to New England 89 Walker, Byron WR 6-4 188 5 7-28-60 The Citadel 16 
3. HUNTER, Patrick DB Nevada-Reno 28 Warner, Curt RB 5-11 205 3 3-18-61 Penn State 16 
4. Choice to Cincinnati 40. Williams, John RB 5-11 219 2 10-26-60 Wisconsin ey 
5. EDMONDS, Bobby Joe WR Arkansas 50 Young, Fred LB 6-1 233 3 11-14-61 NewWMexico State is 
SE ANDERSON: Eadien ~ TSDE PE; Valleyst ides Fineutles, Played 11 games with Colts, 2 with Seahawks in ‘85; Caldwell played 3 i 
7. MILES, Paul eC Nee Rlders jn Bo; Cameron layed 16 sams with Berels in‘85 Dav layed 7 games uth Besar Set 
cf it likings in ‘84; it it in ‘REL 
ie eee Scribner last active with Packers in‘84; Willams played nen whe aa 2 with Seahawks in ‘85; 
Sater oe oe ae Option playout; subject to developments. Ys 2 with Seahawks in ‘85. 
10. FAIRBANKS, Don owe Acer Rr ue ip Sear taht end, 14 games inB5, 
11. NORRIE, David eahawks in ‘85—P Jimmy Colquitt " 
eae ed QB UCLA Sanford (5), Bdett Weanaas vy Colquitt (2 games), RB Andre Hardy (3), S Rick 
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‘Deee-fense!’ 


That’s the Key 
To San Diego’s 
Playoff Chances 


By CHRIS COBBS 


ince the late 1970s, the San 

Diego Chargers have consis- 

tently fielded the most enter- 

taining offense in pro foot- 

ball. Entertaining is one 
thing, winning is something else entirely. 
And not since 1982—the year of the strike- 
shortened season and the expanded play- 
offs—have the Chargers attained postsea- 
son play. 

It has taken a while, but it has finally 
sunk in that the only way for San Diego to 
make the playoffs is to fix that gosh-awful 
excuse for a defensive unit. 

With Owner Alex Spanos clamoring for 
a blitzing, attacking defense modeled 
after the Chicago Bears and Los Angeles 
Raiders, the Chargers went out and hired 
a new defensive coordinator, a new line- 
backer coach and chose a defensive line- 
man in the opening round of the draft for 
the first time since 1975. 

San Diego is littered with the bones of 
defensive chiefs with strong credentials 
who failed miserably with the Chargers. 
Jack Pardee, Tom Bass and Dave Adolph 
all tried mightily, but could do nothing to 
prevent the Chargers from annually giv- 
ing up the most—or nearly the 
most—yardage and points in the National 
Football League. 

The new man in charge is Ron Lynn, 
who spent the last three years in the Unit- 
ed States Football League. The former de- 
fensive coordinator of the Oakland Invad- 
ers has brought along Mike Haluchak 
from his USFL staff. Haluchak will coach 
the linebackers. 

Lynn will install the multiple fronts fa- 
vored by the Bears and back them up with 
the bump-and-run coverages exemplified 
by the Raiders. Above all, the Chargers 
will be aggressive. 

“We're looking for big plays,” Lynn 
said. “We're going to try to win, not just 
keep from losing.” 

That's indeed a novel approach for a 
San Diego defense. 

Another novelty was the drafting of 
Oklahoma State defensive end Leslie 
O'Neal in the first round. The Chargers 
actually traded up six spots to get him. 
You can count on your right thumb the 
number of times Coach Don Coryell has 
employed that strategy. 

The Chargers, 8-8 last season, envision 
O'Neal as a pass-rush specialist who one 
day will rival Richard Dent or Mark Gas- 
tineau. Defensive-line coach Gunther Cun- 


If strong-armed quarterback Dan 
Fouts stays healthy, the Chargers 
could challenge in the AFC West. 


ningham hopes O'Neal and Lee Williams, 
a promising third-year player who led the 
Chargers with nine sacks, can elevate the 
team’s sack total from 40 to the middle 
50s, which would be playoff range. 

Two other rookies, defensive lineman 
Terry Unrein of Colorado State and line- 
backer Ty Allert of Texas, are viewed as 
possible starters. Unrein was taken in the 
third round, Allert in the fourth. 

So happy were the Chargers with their 
draft that scouting director Ron Nay pro- 
claimed, “Our rebuilding is behind us. 
Now it’s time to start winning.” 

Spanos agrees. 

“There's no reason we shouldn't get to 
the playoffs this year,” he said. “I know 
that’s a broad statement, but that’s what 
we're shooting for.” 

Such a season seems a must for Coryell 
if the Chargers’ coach is to retain his job. 
An interesting element in the San Diego 
equation was the elevation of Al Saunders 
from receivers coach to assistant head 
coach. Saunders has been designated by 
Spanos as the eventual successor to 
Coryell, who posted a 47-22 regular-season 
record for San Diego from early 1978 
through 1982 but slumped to 21-27 in the 
last three years. Saunders is expected to 
wield broad powers as an organizer and 
liaison between the owner and the front 
office. 

Meanwhile, Lynn’s “hang loose and ad- 
just” motto should stand him in good stead 
as he tries to put together some sem- 
blance of a defense for Coryell. 


The Chargers, though, could improve 
mightily on defense and still be barely 
mediocre. 

Williams is the most prominent of the 
holdover defensive linemen, but the Char- 
gers also have hope for returnees Fred 
Robinson, Earl Wilson and Chuck Ehin. 

It was at linebacker that even Coryell, 
who normally has eyes only for the of- 
fense, noticed slippage in 1985. Only Billy 
Ray Smith played up to the level expected 
by Charger coaches, meaning that veter- 
ans Linden King and Woody Lowe will be 
pressed by rookies this year. 

The 32-year-old Lowe, considered by 
the Chargers as the Charlie Joiner of their 
defense, is in no jeopardy of losing his job, 
but he may play less than he has in recent 
seasons as a concession to his age. The 
Chargers hope King will be pushed by Al- 
lert and another draftee, Tommy Taylor 
of UCLA. 

The secondary is no longer considered 
a disaster area. The Chargers like what 
they have seen of cornerbacks Danny 
Walters and Wayne Davis and safeties 
Gill Byrd and Jeff Dale. 

“We've got to get more productivity 
and big plays,” Lynn said. “If these play- 
ers can’t give us those things, we'll have 
to get some more players.” 

The Chargers added only one signifi- 
cant player to an offense that remains 
state of the art. He is tackle James Fitz- 
Patrick of Southern California, a 6-foot-8, 
290-pound first-round pick who will join 
last year’s prize draftee, Jim Lachey, on 
the forward wall. 

FitzPatrick is regarded as a better run 
blocker than Lachey, and it may be that 
the Chargers will gradually move toward 
being more of a possession team as quar- 
terback Dan Fouts, at 35, enters the twi- 
light of his career. 

For the foreseeable future, though, 
Fouts likely will continue to fling 35 or 40 
passes a game in the direction of backs 
Lionel James and Gary Anderson, wide 
receivers Wes Chandler and Joiner and 
tight ends Kellen Winslow, Pete Holohan 
and Eric Sievers. If that list of skilled 
pass-catchers seems endless, imagine 
how rival defensive backs feel. 

The Chargers can barely contain their 
excitement over the development of 
James, who set an NFL record last year 
with 2,535 combined net yards (on rushes, 
receptions and returns), or the potential 
of Anderson. No less an authority than 
longtime Raiders cornerback Lester 
Hayes called Anderson, the former Ar- 
kansas and USFL standout, the second 
coming of Gale Sayers. 

Another important part of the backfield 
is Tim Spencer, a 225-pound fullback who 
is a steady blocker and a runner with the 
ability to help control the clock, should 
the Chargers decide to tailor a few game 
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plans in that manner. 

Winslow, who returned from a severe 
knee injury (suffered in 1984) at midsea- 
son, is being counted on to return to his 
former level of 80-plus catches a season. 
Chandler is coming off a Pro Bowl year 
and Joiner, the most prolific receiver in 
NFL history with 716 catches, still seems 
capable of 60 receptions a year. 

There are indications that Rolf Ben- 
irschke will -eciaim his placekicking job 
after nearly a year on the sidelines be- 
cause of a grvin injury. Second-year man 
Ralf Mojsiejenko (42.4-yard average) fig- 
ures to retain the punting duties for a 
team that will double its efforts to win—as 
well as entertain—in 1986. Mi 


x 1986 SCHEDULE Yai th 
wi San Diego Chargers inside linebacker Billy Ray Smith. 
OF 
ct. 
a Oat. 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
Nov. No. Name Pos. Ht. Bp Coll ones 
a 5 0s. L ollege in’ 
Pd Nov: 16—paLtas 40 Anderson, Gary RB 6-0 2 Arkansas 2 
Novato i Ae RAIDERS (ial 6 Benirschke, Rolf K 61 9 Cal-Davis 1 
= Natio at incarnate 59 Bingham, Craig LB 6-2 220 5 9-29-59 Syracuse 8 
pee pens 50 Bradley, Carlos LB 6-0 222 6 4-27-60 Wake Forest 10 
Dect eSseA 22 Byrd, Gil S 5-10 201 4 2-20-61 San Jose State 16 
ec, 21—at Cleveland 89 Chandler, Wes WR 6-0 182 9 8-22-56 Florida 15 
77 Claphan, Sam T 66 282 6 10-10-56 Oklahoma 2 
1985 RESULTS—(8-8) 37 Dale, Jeff S$ 6-3 214 2 10- 6-62 Louisiana State 16 
(eo) ave . 69 Dallafior, Ken G 64 262 2 8-26-59 Minnesota 3 
chargers RP ay ogi 20 Davis, Wayne CB 5-11 175 2 7-17-63 Indiana State 16 
seit PEW APES Dixon, Dwayne WR 6-2 207 2 8- 2-62 Florida #0 
Co} 28 Seattle. 49 AW 54,420 65 Doerger, Jerry C/T 65 270 3 7-18-60 Wisconsin 8 
incinnati BIE EE Oe 78 Ehin, Chuck NT 6-4 265 4 7 1-61 Brigham Young 16 
Ww Cray eects 84 Faulkner, Chris TE 6-4 250 3 4-13-60 Florida 9 
a ere 79 Faurot, Ron DE 6-7 262 3 1-27-62 Arkansas Se} 
= Sa el Flick, Tom QB 6-3 190 4 8-30-58 Washington *0 
Ba aimeuees 14 Fouts, Dan QB 6-3 205 14 6-10-51 Oregon 14 
a Suances 92 Garnett, Scott NT 6-2 271 3 12- 3-62 Washington °8 
ecto 53 Guendling, Mike LB 6-3 238 2 6-18-62 Northwestern 9 
Eu eae 29 Hendy, John CB 5-10 196 2 10- 9-62 LongBeach State 16 
oN eres 9 Herrmann, Mark QB 6-4 209 6 1-859 Purdue 9 
za 7 tA) 34,336 88 Holohan, Pete TE 6-4 244 6 7-25-59 Notre Dame 15 
aun See RB/KR 5-6 170 3 5-25-62 Auburn 16 
<i isin Me Sh i af ie? Sais i 
z -4 247 9 6-28-55 Colorado State 16 
T 65 290 3 7- 2-60 
” 1986 DRAFT CHOICES T 68 200 2 2965 Onocac rd 
Round and Player Position College aera c. 260 6 10-19-57 Santa Clara 16 
ae DE Oklahoma State @2 Macet, Don te ee G60 ih F384 Batoncol rr 
in 4 . = 2. ston College 
J} EITZPATRICK, James Southern Ca So MER Sm, of G8 308 3 SAEED esto te 
Se irolgh Maio 47. Miho, Bob TE 63 240 2 3-702 Toot 23 
> vere, OF Camsate | MARS PK ES Hk tense 
y - - 8. lebraska 16 
THERE on wows | Me, ak BS gba ie : 
from Philadelphia eras 85 Sievers, Eric TE 6-3 236 6 i1- 9-58 Marena ie 
4. TAYLOR, Tommy LB UCLA 97 Simmons, Tony DE 6-4 270 2 12-18-62 ened re 
5: LANDRY, Doug 3 LB Louisiana Tech a ete Rey BB G3 231 4 18-10-61 Arkansas i 
rom 2 - 10. i 
3 gnats to ‘Indianapels 23 Walters, Danny BE PS sch ceeree ee eee 16 
] I Donal ite, G 6 -_4- iforni 
Troe aa ncieca.. De Manviand 99 Willams, Lee be 66 as 8 bates Bethune: Cook i 
5. JOHNSON, Matt DB Southern ¢: 22 Wilson, Earl DE 6-4 267 2 9-13: re é 
al 33 Wilson, 58 Kentucky 16 
4 pafam  Rams inslow, Kellen TE 6-5 242 8 11- 5-57 Missouri 10 
$ SR PRID GE, curt ve Northern Tinos Dixon last active with Buccaneers in ‘84; Faurot played 5 games with Jets in ‘85; Flick last active 
Ce ed LB West Virginia with Browns in '84; Garnett played 3 games with 49ers, 5 with Chargers in '85; Leonard played 9 dames 
ELE Ak Notre Dame with eT wiiGharaers In 85; Micho and S. Nelson missed ’85 season due to injury. 
is 1; Subject to develoy Its. 
ae: Eran tag antl Also played with Chargers in "B5—RB Curtis Adams (1 game), WR Jesse Bendross (16), NT Tony 
ese Nbetts, Cllcs RB Slippery Rock Chickillo (4); RB Anthony Corley (4); CB/S David Croudip (2), QB Joe Dufek (active for 4 games but did 
UE Dee regon not play), LB Mark Fellows (2), DE Keith Ferguson (10), LB Mike Green (15); DB David King (1), OB 
TE SRURH ST pp eran voma | Emme Bans acon i 49 ey o>), C8 Tey Lens 20), es Heth 
12. TRAVIS, Mike DB Georgia Tech Smith (5), RB Anthony Steels (6), K Bob Thomas G3), OL Rich Umphrey Peer e ee ics 
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Year of the Challenge 


‘Improve or Else,’ 


Chiefs Are Told 
By Lamar Hunt 


By BOB GRETZ 


he Year of the Challenge. 
That's the new slogan as the 
Kansas City Chiefs prepare for 
the 1986 season and it didn’t 
come from a large public rela- 
tions firm. It came from the lips of Chiefs 
Owner Lamar Hunt, who finally is losing 
patience with a team that has not played 
in a postseason game since 1971 and is 
showing every sign of self-destruction. 
The 1985 Chiefs stumbled home with a 6- 
10 record while fighting coaching-staff 
controversies, morale problems, a seven- 
game losing streak and even a player ar- 
rest on drug charges. 

Hunt made it clear that his challenge 
applies to everybody in the organization, 
from President Jack Steadman on down. 
Should the Chiefs fail to improve and re- 
turn to a competitive position, Hunt prom- 
ises a complete house cleaning—some- 
thing that has stopped with the coaching 
staff in the past. 

“I can assure you, I have nothing that is 
of greater importance to me than the 
Chiefs,” Hunt said in December when he 
announced that Coach John Mackovic 
would return in 1986. “My expectations 
are this: We'll be a playoff contender in 
1986.” 

Those big words may be hard to live up 
to in the cold reality of regular-season 
play in the rugged American Football 
Conference Western Division. The fans 
were so skeptical that almost 6,000 season 
tickets were not renewed, dropping the 
team’s total to 23,000. Keep in mind that 
Robert Irsay pulled the Colts out of Balti- 
more with a season-ticket base of 24,000. 

Before any promises can be kept, 
Mackovic will have to find a way to im- 
prove player morale. Lack of communica- 
tion between coach and players is largely 
to blame for the rancor that boiled over 
several times in 1985, especially after 
Mackovic took away the players’ free 
lunch for a week at midseason. The prob- 
lems reached their peak late in the year 
when Mackovic held a no-holds barred 
meeting with the players. Both sides got a 
lot off their chests that day, but many vet- 
eran players still view their coach with an 
air of suspicion. 

And when asked if those veterans had 
the talent to compete with the Los An- 
geles Raiders, Denver Broncos and Seat- 
tle Seahawks for the top spot in the AFC 
West, Mackovic said: “I think it will be 
difficult to do in one year, for us to catch 


up to the Raiders for instance. No, right 
now we don't have the talent to match 
them.” 

In hopes of smoothing the waters with 
the players, Mackovic made some off-sea- 
son coaching changes that were designed 
to improve morale while giving the team 
a more experienced and intense staff. 

Popular defensive line coach Walt 
Corey was promoted to defensive coordi- 
nator, a position that had been vacant 
since Bud Carson’s firing in August 1984, 
The enthusiastic Frank Gansz returned to 
Kansas City (he formerly coached for the 
Chiefs on Marv Levy’s staff) as an assis- 
tant head coach in charge of special 
teams. The tough and intense Carl Mauck 
and John Paul Young were hired to coach 
the offensive and defensive lines, respec- 
tively. 

The team’s major areas of concern are 
the offensive line and linebacker posi- 
tions, Progress was made toward filling 
those gaps when the Chiefs spent their 
first two draft picks on West Virginia of- 
fensive tackle Brian Jozwiak and Appala- 
chian State inside linebacker Dino Hack- 
ett. 

Just how Hackett will fit in remains to 
be seen. Corey has redesigned the Chiefs 
defense. They will play a 4-3 alignment 
most of the time, though a defensive line- 
man and outside linebacker will switch off 
regularly in an attempt to bolster a pass 
rush that recorded only 37 sacks last year. 

The Chiefs have been struggling to im- 
prove their linebacking since the glory 
years of Jim Lynch and Willie Lanier, an 
All-Pro combination that retired after the 
1978 season. Returning starters Gary 
Spani and Scott Radecic on the inside, and 
Calvin Daniels and Ken Jolly on the out- 
side will have to play better. If they don’t, 
look for Hackett to move into an inside 
position quickly and Ken McAlister, who 
sat out the 1985 season with a knee injury, 
to step in on the outside. 

The status of defensive end Mike Bell, 
however, is unlikely to be resolved by Sep- 
tember. Bell, charged with two felony co- 
caine counts and one misdemeanor count 
after his arrest during the season, was to 
go on trial in mid-summer. 

After saying that he wanted to be trad- 
ed, defensive end Art Still changed his 
tune and announced that he wants to fin- 
ish his career with the Chiefs. If he plays 
up to his All-Pro capability and young 
nose tackle Bill Maas continues to im- 
prove, the Chiefs have two-thirds of one of 
the NFL’s best defensive lines. If Bell does 
not return, veteran Bob Hamm and third- 
round draft pick Leonard Griffin (Gram- 
bling State) will fight for the position. 

The secondary ranks among the NFL's 
best. 

Cornerback Albert Lewis tied for the 
AFC lead with eight interceptions. Pro 
Bowl free safety Deron Cherry picked off 
seven passes, giving him 21 interceptions 


in three seasons as a starter. Cornerback 
Kevin Ross continued to provide big hits 
and interceptions and strong safety Lloyd 
Burruss was voted the team’s most valu- 
able player. 

The Chiefs offense will be greatly im- 
proved if Mackovic can find a solution to 
his line deficiencies. Although that line al- 
lowed a respectable 43 sacks, the constant 
near-misses left quarterback Bill Kenney 
a battered mess. Kenney spent the off- 
season nursing neck, shoulder, elbow, 
back, rib, knee and ankle injuries. When 
Todd Blackledge took Kenney’s place in 
the final game of the season, he suffered a 
dislocated thumb. 

Mackovic says he wants more intensity 
from his line, which is one reason he 
hired Mauck, who was known for his in- 
tense play during the late 1970s with Hous- 
ton. 

‘There could be as many as three new 
starters, with only right tackle Dave Lutz 
and left guard Brad Budde favorites to re- 
tain their spots. 

Jozwiak could step into the left-tackle 
slot, a position Matt Herkenhoff and John 
Alt shared in 1985. Mark Adickes, a 1984 
supplemental draft choice, could take 
over the other guard spot if his knee is 
healthy. Adickes spent two years in the 
United States Football League, suffering a 
serious knee injury his rookie season. He 
passed a Chiefs physical with flying 
colors. 

Center is Mackovic’s biggest concern. 
“We need improved play there, no ques- 
tion,” he said. Veteran Bob “ush has been 
bothered by lower back , roblems and 
may be replaced by Rick Donnalley, ac- 
quired in a draft-day trade with Washing- 
ton, or fourth-round draft choice Tom 
Baugh (Southern Illinois). 

Improved line play would give the 
Chiefs’ anemic running game a big boost. 
The Chiefs, who have ranked at the bot- 
tom or near the bottom of the NFL for 
three straight seasons, managed only 93 
rushing yards per game last season, the 
lowest figure in the 28-team league. Ethan 
Horton, the team’s No. | draft pick in 1985, 
had a terrible season, gaining just 146 
yards on 48 carries. 

However, the Chiefs think third-year 
man Herman Heard (595 yards), veteran 
Mike Pruitt (390 yards with Buffalo and 
Kansas City combined), second-year man 
Jeff Smith (118) and Boyce Green, who 
was picked up in a trade with Cleveland, 
will be good enough to get the 100 to 125 
rushing yards per game that Mackovic 
wants. 

That would open things up for the pass- 
ing game, which should produce good 
things if the quarterback can get time to 
throw. The only question is whether 
Mackovic will choose to start Blackledge 
or Kenney, who was offered around as 
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Chiefs 
Continued 
trade bait during the off-season. 
No matter who starts, you can expect 
the Chiefs to throw the ball often. That's 
because the team’s offensive strength is 
its excellent corps of wide receivers, fea- 
turing veterans Carlos Carson and Henry 
Marshall and upcoming star Stephone 
Paige. 
Paige, a former free agent, broke a 40- 
year-old NFL record on the final day of 
the '85 season with 309 yards receiving 
against San Diego. When the Chiefs tried 
to move up in the draft, Paige was the 
name that teams kept asking for. He fin- 
ished the 1985 season with 43 catches for 
943 yards and 10 touchdowns, That was 
only four fewer catches than Carson, who 
struggled through an injury-plagued cam- 
” paign. ji : Kansas City Chiefs nose tackle Bill Maas. 
i The special teams are strong with 
kicker Nick Lowery, who was 24 of 27 last 
year on field goals, and punter Jim Ar- 
Pee) Sa tua as Yer te ah ee 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
aged to compile a 41.2-yard average with ie “ NFL here ay 
lame 4 it. Exp. iat ge 
Glad ree Bi ae 
rnold, Jim 4a anderbilt 
(3) 1986 SCHEDULE Sf Arnold, Wat zi 7 New Mexico 8 
Sept. 7—CINCINNATI 3:00 wer, Scott ichigan State 
= “ 77 Baldinger, Rich 281 4 Wake Forest 16 
Set ADUSTON 99 Bell, Mike 250 7 Colorado State n 
14 Blackledge, Todd 225 4 Penn State 2 
57 Blanton, Jerry 229 8 Kentucky 6 
66 Budde, Brad 64 271 7 Southern California 7 
= 34 Burruss, Lloyd S 6-0 209 6 Maryland 5 
88 Carson, Carlos Wa Sat 182 7 Loulsana State & 
= Di herry, Deron 1 lutgers 
(o) Nov. S-SeATTLES 22 Cocroft, Sherman S 61 188 2 San Jose State 6 
Nov. 16—at Denver 55 Cooper, Louis 1B 6-2 235 2 Western Carolina 8 
Nov. 23—at St. Louis. 50 Daniels, Calvin tB 6-3 241 5 North Carolina 6 
” Nov. 30—BUFFALO, Donnalley, Rick C 62 257 5 North Carolina *13 
Dec, 7—DENVER. 65 Fada, Rob G 62 259 4 Pittsburgh 5 
Dec. 14—at Los Angeles Raiders Green, Boyce RB 5-11 215 4 Carson-Newman “13 
Dec. 21—at Pittsburgh... : 90 Hamm, Bob DE 6-4 257 4 Nevada-Reno 14 
(7) 82 Hancock, Anthony WR/KR 6-0 204 3 6-10-60 Tennessee 16 
yes, Jonathan Tt >: -11- lowa 
1985 RESULTS— (6-10) 44 Heard, Herman RB 5-10 182 3 11-24-61 Southern Colorado 16 
a Chiefs Opp. tt. 60 tHerkenhoff, Matt T 6-4 286 11 4- 2-51 Minnesota 10 
27 (A) 57,760 23 Hill, Greg CB 6-1 199 4 2-12-61 Oklahoma State 16 
36 L.A. Raiders. 20 (H) 72/686 93 Holle, Eric DE/NT 6-5 258 3 9- 5-60 Texas 16 
r= 4 31 (A) 69,791 32 Horton, Ethan 6-3 228 2 12-19-62 North Carolina 16 
7 (H) 50,4 52 Jolly, Ken LB 6-2 220 3 2-28-62 Mid-America Nazarene 16 
19 (A) 55,133 9 Kenney, Bill QB 6-4 211 8 1-20-55 Northern Colorado 16 
31 (A) 50,067 46 King, Bruce RB 6-1 219 2 1- 7-63 Purdue 16 
16 (H) 64/474 74 Koch, Pete DE 6-6 265 3 1-23-62 Maryland 16 
0 (H) 68,248 Kubin, Larry 62 238 5 2-26-59 Penn State 4 
3 (A) 41/238 41 Lane, Garcia CB/KR 5-9 180 2 12-31-61 Ohio State 16 
6 (H) 46,126 29 Lewis, Albert 62 192 4 10- 6-60 Grambling 16 
1 (A) 56,447 71 Lindstrom, Dave DE 6-6 258 9 11-16-54 Boston College 16 
7 (H) 21,762 62 tLingner, Adam C/G 6-4 260 4 11- 2-60 Ilinois 16 
24 (A) 52/655 8 Lowery, Nick K 6-4 "189 7 5-27-56 Dartmouth 16 
10 (H) 18,199 72 Lutz, Dave T 6-5 287 4 12-30-59 Georgia Tech 16 
13 Denver. 14 (A) 69/209 63 Maas, Bill NT/DE 6-5 259 3 3. 2-62 Pittsburgh 16 
38 San Dieg 34 (H) 18178 89 tMarshall, Henry WR 6-2 213 11  8- 9-54 Missouri 1 
64 Olderman bob “G63 ee 2 6 S62 ween 16 
lerman, Bob - - gin 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 83 Paige, Stephone WR 62 191 4 10-15-61 Fresno State 16 
Round and Player Position College 95 Paine, Jeff LB 6-2 224 3 8-19-61 Texas A&M 12 
1. JOZWIAK, Brian T West Virgi 43 Pruitt, Mike RB 6-0 225 11 4- 3-54 Purdue “13 
2, HACKETT, Dino LB Appl’chian St. LB 6-3 246 3 6-14-62 Penn State 16 
3. GRIFFIN, Leonard DE Grambling S 5-11 206 3 9-13-62 Penn State il 
4. BAUGH, Tom € Southern Illinois CB 5-9 182 3 1-16-62 Temple 1 
from Houston C 6-5 270 9 2-27-55 Memphis State 16 
4. FOX, Chas WR Furman TE 6-4 254 6 2-13-59  SouthCarolina 16 
5. Choice to San Diego WR/KR 6-0 198 2 12-22-61 Missouri 3 
6. HAGOOD, Kent RB South Carolina RB/KR 5-9 201 2 3-22-62 Nebraska 3 
from Atl. through Wash. 6-2 229 9 1- 9-56 Kansas State 14 
6. Choice to Washington DE 6-4 252 2 4-14-61 Eastern Carolina #2 
7. Choice to Cleveland 67 Still, Art DE 6-7 254 9 125-55 Kentucky 9 
8. COLBERT, Lewis P Auburn *Donnalley played 13 games with Redskins in “85; Green played 13 games with Browns in ‘85; Kubin 
from Buffalo played 4 games with Buccaneers in ‘85; McAlister missed '85 season due to injury; Pruitt played 4 games 
8. Choice to Buffalo with Bills, 9 with Chi ‘85; Stephens played 1 game with Lions, 1 with Chiefs in ’85. 
9. BALDINGER, Gary DE Wake Forest +0ption playoi ectitaiceveiornicntss 
10. READON, Tke NT Hampton Inst. Also played with Chiefs in ‘85—WR Mike Holston (4 games), RB E.J. Jones (5), RB Ken Lacy (2), S 
UL PEARSON, Aaron LB Mississippi St. Odis McKinney (5), T Billy Shields (2). 
Choice to Buffalo 
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BRYAN BURWELL 


here are certain things you 

can give a football coach with- 

out a hint of dispute. Give him 

a linebacker with the speed of 

a gazelle and the disposition of 
a Doberman. Give him a quarterback 
with a Rhodes scholar aptitude and a 
Road Warrior attitude, He might even set- 
tle for an offensive lineman with a body 
by Fisher but a mind by Mattel. 

But hold off on the praise, please. Don't 
tell him his team is great. Don’t tell him 
his club is a heavy preseason favorite. 
Don’t tell him his troops are the best thing 
to happen to football since situation sub- 
stitutions. 

Nothing evokes such universal discom- 
fort in a football coach than to hear some- 
one rave about how good his team is— 
particularly when it’s the flat-out truth. 
Better to be lightly regarded and sneak up 
on the world than to be highly regarded 
and encounter an ambush. 

Case in point: Bill Parcells of the New 
York Giants. 

Last winter, Parcells was seated along- 
side his National Conference East coach- 
ing rivals when a questioner wondered 
about the 1986 preseason favorite in the 
division, 

Dallas’ Tom Landry: “The Giants are 
clearly the best.” 

Washington's Joe Gibbs: “I'd have to 
agree with Tom. The Giants. Definitely 
the Giants.” 

Philadelphia's Buddy Ryan: “Yup, gotta 
go with New York.” 

St. Louis’ Gene Stallings: “Without a 
doubt. Giants.” 

Parcells squirmed. 

“Yeah errr... gee, thanks, guys,” 
said Parcells, his voice dripping in sar- 
casm. “But my vote goes to the Cowboys 
since they are the defending division 
champions.” 

Parcells, of course, wants none of this 
favorite’s-role business. But who can 
argue with the obvious? 

The Giants, Cowboys and Washington 
Redskins all finished 10-6 last season, with 
the tiebreaker formula giving Dallas the 
NFC East crown, relegating New York to 
wild-card status and leaving Washington 
out in the cold. Parcells’ team advanced 
to the second round of the playoffs before 
losing to the eventual Super Bowl cham- 
pions, the Chicago Bears. 

Why should the Giants win it this year? 
For starters, they have a defensive unit 
that ranked second in the NFL in 1985. On 
top of that, they used all six of their picks 
in the first three rounds of this year’s 
draft for more defensive help. 

New York's offense wasn’t too shabby 
in '85, either. The league's fifth-most pro- 
ductive attack was spurred by quarter- 
back Phil Simms, healthy for the second 
straight season, and tailback Joe Morris. 
Simms passed for an NFC-high 3,829 yards 


and 22 touchdowns (No. 2 in the confer- 
ence). The running game, once a glaring 
weakness, was suddenly a strength (No. 4 
in the NFL) behind the powerful little legs 
of the 5-foot-7 Morris, who rushed for a 
club-record 1,336 yards and keyed New 
York’s late-season playoff push. 

Wide receiver Lionel Manuel (49 re- 
ceptions) heads up the pass-catching 
corps, which also features tight end Mark 
Bavaro (37 catches as a rookie). Bavaro 
filled in with surprising success for veter- 
an Zeke Mowatt, who underwent knee 
surgery. 

Parcells wasn’t able to get the speedy 
wide receiver he coveted most in the 
draft (UCLA's Mike Sherrard, chosen by 
the Cowboys in the first round). Instead, 
he tried to fill that need in later rounds 
when he drafted San Diego State's Vince 
Warren (4.56 seconds for 40 yards), Ron 
Brown of Colorado (4.42) and Utah State’s 
Solomon Miller (4.5). 

High on the Giants’ wish list for 1986 is 
a speedy and complete recovery for All- 
Pro outside linebacker Lawrence Taylor, 
who admitted during the off-season that 
he had a “substance abuse” problem. 

The Great Legion of Cowboy Haters 
had plenty to be upset about in 1985. After 
all, it was supposed to be a rebuilding 
year for the Cowboys, who in 1984 had 
slipped to a 9-7 record and missed the 
playoffs. Tom Landry was supposed to be 
on the road to retirement. And the Cow- 
boys were supposed to come undone. 

Well, yes, there were some rough spots 
last year—Chicago 44, Dallas 0; Cincinnati 
50, Dallas 24; Los Angeles Rams 20, Dallas 
0 (playoffs). But the Cowboys still won the 
division. 

Landry, having handed the quarterback 
job back to Danny White, got rid of Gary 
Hogeboom the day before last April's 
draft. Then the Cowboys did some draft- 
day maneuvering, trading up with San 
Francisco and picking Sherrard just be- 
fore the Giants were to make their first 
selection. That gave Dallas a fleet wide- 
out to accompany All-Pro Tony Hill. 

Last year reconfirmed Landry's stand- 
ing as one of the game's best coaches, be- 
cause it took masterful sideline work to 
pull off what the Cowboys accomplished. 

Washington’s Gibbs did some house- 
cleaning in the off-season. He cut veteran 
fullback John Riggins and indicated that 
even if Joe Theismann fully recovers 
from his leg fracture, the 37-year-old quar- 
terback will take a back seat to third-year 
man Jay Schroeder. 

Washington's biggest problem last sea- 
son was its passing game, which rated 
23rd in the league. Theismann had twice 
as many interceptions (16) as touchdown 
passes (eight), and the receiving corps 
had its troubles, too. But with Schroeder 
starting and Pro Bowler Art Monk (91 
catches last year, an NFL-record 106 in 


1984), USFL defector Gary Clark and sec- 
ond-round draft choice Walter Murray of 
Hawaii running pass routes, that problem 
might be eased—or even solved—in '86, 

Stallings left Landry’s staff for the top 
job at St. Louis, intent on returning St. 
Louis to its playoff-contending status of 
1984, 

The Cardinals’ new coach plans to 
switch to a 3-4 defense (the club used its 
first draft pick on Michigan State line- 
backer Anthony Bell) and find a way to 
give his quarterback considerably more 
protection (the Cards’ offensive line yield- 
ed 65 sacks last season). It won't be easy. 

Stallings isn’t alone as a first-year head 
coach in the NFC East, The other new- 
comer is Philadelphia's Buddy Ryan, the 
Bears’ hero/genius and designer of the 
Super Bowl champs’ “46” defense. 

What can we expect from Ryan? Pretty 
much the same things we got from him in 
Chicago—bluntness and a desire to do 
things his way. Indeed, Ryan might be just 
enough of an “impact coach” to make a 
telling difference in the Eagles, who were 
a competitive team last year at 7-9. 

If Ryan cared what people thought, why 
did he gamble with his first-round draft 
pick and take Ohio State running back 
Keith Byars? Byars’ broken foot had not 
fully recovered at draft time, and most 
teams were scared to take a chance on 
him. But Ryan looked at the running 
backs he inherited and grabbed Byars 
without a second thought. 

If Ryan cared what people thought, why 
did he use a second-round selection to 
take Florida linebacker Alonzo Johnson, 
who was rumored to be one of the 57 col- 
lege seniors who tested positively for drug 
use at a scouting combine last January? 
(Johnson emphatically denied using 
drugs.) 

If Ryan cared what people thought, why 
would he list four draftees—Byars, John- 
son, fullback Anthony Toney and center 
Matt Darwin—as No. Is on his depth chart 
as far back as last May? 

Conjecture aside, it appears that Dallas, 
New York and Washington again will 
fight it out for NFC East supremacy. Don’t 
be surprised, though, if the Eagles—bene- 
fiting from the Ryan touch—slip in and 
make it a four-way race. 


Bryan Burwell covers pro football for the New 
‘York Daily News. 
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A Super Challenge 


Giants Are Ready 
To Make a Run 


At Championship 


By DAVE KLEIN 


o some, the decision was illogi- 

cal. The New York Giants, 

who had the second-best de- 

fense in the National Football 

League in 1985, spent their 
first six 1986 draft picks on defensive play- 
ers. 

But to others, it smacked of laying a 
broad-based foundation. If defense wins 
games, and it does, then to make an out- 
standing unit virtually impregnable is 
even better. 

“Defense is just where the quality fell 
when we made those choices,” said Bill 
Parcells, the Giants’ defensive-minded 
head coach. “We had a list of needs, but 
we weren't about to force a player up too 
high. If there were wide receivers we had 
liked better, or offensive linemen, we 
would have taken them.” 

In any case, the Giants, who were 10-6 a 
year ago and reached the semifinals of 
the NFC playoffs before losing to eventual 
Super Bowl king Chicago, enter the '86 
season as virtual favorites in the NFC 
East. 

Imagine, the Giants, a team with a 
largely deplorable history the last two 
decades, suddenly listed as a strong Super 
Bowl contender. Why? It isn’t just the de- 
fense, even though going from strong to 
stronger never hurts. 

It came as a great surprise to most vic- 
tims last season that the Giants’ offense 
had moved into the high-rent district. 
That was evidenced by the fact Joe Mor- 
ris became only the second player in 
team history to exceed 1,000 rushing 
yards in a single season. He set team rec- 
ords for yards (1,336), carries (294) and 
rushing touchdowns (21), taking consider- 
able pressure off quarterback Phil Simms, 
who joined Morris as part of the Giants’ 
five-man contingent in the Pro Bowl. 

There is some question, however, about 
Morris. As sensational as he was in ’85 
(his 21 touchdowns led the entire NFL), it 
was his first such performance and many 
scouts still think he’s too small to accom- 
plish many more full seasons without 
wearing down. In truth, the Giants were 
looking for a halfback in Rounds 3 and 4, 
but once again the defensive quality was 
overwhelming. 

The offensive line was good in '85 and 
should be even better this season. Tackle 
William Roberts, a 1984 No. 1 draft pick 
who missed all of last season with a knee 
injury, is back in 100 percent condition. 
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Phil Simms opened up the Giants 
offense last season and joined the 
ranks of top NFL quarterbacks. 


So, too, are the incumbent starters— 
guards Chris Godfrey and Billy Ard, tack- 
les Karl Nelson and Brad Benson and cen- 
ter Bart Oates—along with a pair of po- 
tential contributors, tackle Damien 
Johnson and center Brian Johnston, two 
gigantic rookies who sat out last year be- 
cause of injuries. 

The NFC’s best tight end in 1984, Zeke 
Mowatt, is back after missing the entire 
’85 season with a knee injury. Mark Ba- 
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varo replaced Mowatt and had a spectac- 
ular rookie season, catching 37 passes for 
511 yards and four touchdowns. 

“I have been a little disappointed with 
Zeke’s progress,” Parcells said, issuing a 
mild word of caution to overly optimistic 
fans. “I don’t mean he won't be able to 
play this year, but, realistically, I’m look- 
ing at September 8 (the regular-season 
opener) for him to play, not during July 
and August. He'll be all right, but the last 
thing I'd want to do would be to rush him 
back too fast in an exhibition game.” 

Wide receiver is the position where 
Parcells wanted some help, at least in 
terms of someone blurringly fast, but that 
didn’t happen. So the regulars—Lionel 
Manuel, Bobby Johnson and Byron Wil- 
liams—will be joined by Stacy Robinson, 
Phil McConkey and rookies Vince Warren 
(San Diego State), Ron Brown (Colorado) 
and Solomon Miller (Utah State), three 
consecutive choices in Rounds 5 and 6. 

Defense, of course, remains the hall- 
mark. 

Linebackers Lawrence Taylor and 
Harry Carson earned Pro Bowl honors 
again last year, as did defensive end 
Leonard Marshall, who led the team with 
15¥, sacks. Taylor had an off-season prob- 
lem requiring drug abuse treatment, but 
seems to be fully operational again, 

“Just to set the record straight, I won't 
discuss anything that took place regard- 
ing Lawrence last year,” said Parcells. “I 
don’t think he played as well as he did the 
year before, but he was named a starter 
in the Pro Bowl, so he must have done 
something right. 

“T still think he’s one of the best outside 
linebackers in the game—maybe the best 
ever. If he had personal problems, I’m 
going to assume they are part of his past.” 

Joining Carson on the inside will be 
third-year man Gary Reasons. Taylor’s 
outside companion will come from Carl 
Banks, Byron Hunt or Andy Headen—or a 
combination thereof. 

Jim Burt is a Pro Bowl-caliber nose 
tackle. Curtis McGriff and George Martin 
share the end spot opposite Marshall, but 
now there is No. 1 draft pick Erie Dorsey 
of Notre Dame. Since he’s 6-5, 285 and 
runs the 40 in 4.73, he must be considered 
an immediate contributor. Hulking nose 
tackle Erik Howard of Washington State 
(6-4, 270), one of four No. 2 picks, could 
challenge the roughhousing Burt. 

Two of the other second-round picks, 
Cal State-Fullerton cornerback Mark Col- 
lins and Arkansas safety Greg Lasker, 
could help a secondary which had some 
problems last year, 

Going into training camp, the starters 
were cornerbacks Perry Williams and 
Elvis Patterson, strong safety Kenny Hill 
and free safety Terry Kinard, Williams 
and Hill should be most vulnerable to 
change. 

In all, the Giants seem secure. They 


need a fullback who can also run the ball, 
since Maurice Carthon is a splendid 
blocker but not an overly productive ball 
carrier (70 yards on 27 carries last year). 
Failing to draft one, the thought was to 
move last year’s No. 1 pick, George 
Adams, to fullback and team him with 
Morris in the first-team backfield. 

There are questions, though none of 
them major. Providing answers at the 
wide receiver positions, making sure one 
of the enormous young offensive linemen 
begins to help, finding room for all the 
quality draft choices, settling down the 
fullback position and making sure kicker 
Ali Haji-Sheikh has recovered from a near 
season-long hamstring pull should cover 
all the problems. 

And then it’s on to . . . well, maybe all 
the way to the Super Bowl. ll 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 8—at Dallas (Mon. 
Sept-14—SAN DIEGO .. 
Sept.21—at Los Angeles Raiders 
Sept.28—NEW ORLEANS. 
Oct.” 5—at St. Loui 
Oct 12—PHILADELPHI, 


Oct. 19—at Seattle 
Oct. 27—WASHINGTON (Mon.) 
Nov. 2—DALLAS. 
Nov. _9—at Philadelphic 
Nov. 16—at Minnesota. 
Nov. 23—DENVER... 
Dec. 1—at San Francisco (Mon. 
Dec. 7—at Washington. 
Dec. 14—ST. LOUIS 
Dec. 20—GREEN BA 


1985 RESULTS—(11-7) 
Giants pp. Att. 
21 Philadelphia OCH) 76,141 
20 Green Bay 23 (A) 


27 St. Loui 17 (H) 74,987 
16 Philadelphia 10 (A) 66,696 
29 Dallas, 30 (H) 74,981 
30 Cincinnati 35 (A) 53,112 
17 Washington 3 (H) 74,389 
21 New Orleans. 13 (A) 54,082 


22 Tampa Bay 20 (H) 72,031 


24 LA. Ram: 19 (H) 74,663 
21 Washington 23 (A) 53,371 
34 St. Louis.. 3 (A) 41,248 
(H) 66,482 
(A) 36,576 
(A) 62,310 
(H) 66,785 
NFC WILD-CARD GAME 
17 San Francisco. 3 (H) 75,842 
NFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
0 Chicago ... 21 (A) 62,076 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. DORSEY, Eric DE Notre Dame 
2. COLLINS, Mark DB Fullerton St. 
from S.D. through Minn. 
2. HOWARD, Erik NT Washington St. 
2. JOHNSON, Pepper LB Ohio State 
from Denver 
2. LASKER, Greg DB Arkansas 
from Raiders through Minn. 
3. WASHINGTON, John DE Oklahoma State 
4. Choice to L.A. Raiders 
5. WARREN, Vince WR = San Diego St. 
6. BROWN, Ron WR Colorado 
from T.B. through Den. 
6. MILLER, Solomon, Utah State 
7. FRANCIS, Jon RB Boise State 
8. CISOWSKI, Steve T Santa Clara 
9. LUEBBERS, Jim DE Iowa State 
10. KIMMEL, Jerry LB Syracuse 
11. LYNCH, Len G Maryland 


12. Choice to Philadelphia 


No, Name 

33 Adams, George 
67 Ard, Bill 

58 Banks, Carl 

89 Bavaro, Mark 
60 Benson, Brad 
64 Burt, Jim 

26 {Carpenter, Rob 
53 Carson, Harry 
44 Carthon, Maurice 
24 Daniel, Kenny 

Dardar, Ramsey 

39 Davis, Tyrone 
30 tGalbreath, Tony 
61 Godfrey, Chris 
62 Goode, Conrad 

6 tHaji-Sheikh, Ali 
79 Hardison, Dee 
85 tHasselbeck, Don 
54 Headen, Andy 
48 Hill, Kenny 

15 Hostetler, Jeff 
57 Hunt, Byron 

88 Johnson, Bob 

51 Jones, Robbie 
69 Jordan, David 
82 tKab, Vyto 

43 Kinard, Terry 
72 King, Gordon 

5 Landeta, Sean 
86 Manuel, Lionel 
70 Marshall, Leonard 
75 Martin, George 
80 McConkey, Pi 
76 McGriff, Curtis 
71 Merril, Casey 
20 Morris, Joe 

84 Mowatt, Zeke 
63 Nelson, Karl 

65 Oates, Bart. 

34 Patterson, Elvis 
55 Reasons, Gary 
6 Roberts, William 
81 Robinson, Stacy 
22 Rouson, Lee 

17 Rutledge, Jeff 
78 Sally, Jerome 

3 Schubert, Eric 
11 Simms, Phil 

56 Taylor, Lawrence 
21 Watts, Ted 

27 Welch, Herb 

87 {Williams, Byron 
23 Williams, Perry 

Williams, Van 


CB Mark Haynes (5). 


‘New York Giants tight end Mark Bavaro. 


NFL. Games 
Pos. Ht Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
RB 6-1 225 2 12-22-62 Kentucky 16 
G 6-3 270 6 3-12-59 Wake Forest 16 
LB 64 235 3 8-29-62 Michigan State 12 
TE 6-4 245 2 4-28-63 NotreDame 16 
T 63 270 9 11-25-55 Penn State 16 
NT 6-1 260 6 6- 7-59 Miami(Fla.) 16 
RB 6-1 226 10 4-20-55 Miami(0.) 14 
LB 6-2 240 11 11-26-53  SouthCarolina State 16 
RB 6-1 225 2 4-24-61 Arkansas State 16 
CB 5-10 180 2 6 1-60 San Jose State *0 
NT 6-2 264 2 10- 3-59 Louisiana State 20 
CB 61 190 2 11-16-61 Clemson ik 
RB 6-0 228 11 1-29-54 Missouri 16 
G 6-3 265 4 5-17-58 Michigan 16 
T/C 66 285 3 1-19-62 Missouri 16 
60 170 3 1-11-61 Michigan 2 
DE 6-4 274 9 5- 2-56 NorthCarolina 13 
TE 6-7 245 10 4 1-55 Colorado i} 
LB 65 242 4 7- 8-60 Clemson 16 
S 6-0 195 6 7-25-58 Yale 2 
QB 6-3 212 3 4-22-61 West Virginia 5 
LB 6-5 242 6 12-17-58 Southern Methodist 16 
WR 5-11 171 3 12-14-61 Kansas 16 
LB 6-2 230 3 12-25-59 Alabama 16 
G 66 276 3 7-14-62 Auburn 16 
TE 65 240 5 12-23-59 Penn State ag 
S 61 200 4 11-24-59 Clemson 16 
T 66 275 8 2 3-56 Stanford 15 
P 6-0 200 2 1- 6-62 Towson State 16 
WR 5-11 175 3 4-13-62 Paci 12 
DE 63 285 4 10-22-61 Louisiana State 16 
DE 12 2-16-53 Oregon 16 
WR 3 2-24-57 Navy 16 
DE 7 5-17-58 Alabama 16 
DE 6-4 260 8 7-16-57 Cal-Davis 11 
RB 5-7 195 5 9-15-60 Syracuse 16 
TE 63 240 3 3- 5-61 Florida State 0 
T 66 285 3 6-14-60 lowaState 16 
© 63 265 2 12-16-58 Brigham Young 16 
CB 5-11 188 3 10-21-60 Kansas 16 
LB 6-4 234 3 2-18-62 Northwestern State (La.) 16 
T 6-5 280 2 8 5-62 Ohio State °0 
WR 5-11 186 2 (2-19-62 North Dakota State 4 
RB 6-1 210 2 10-18-62 Colorado 2 
QB 61 195 8 1-22-57 Alabama 16 
NT 6-3 270 5 2-24-59 Missouri 16 
K 58 193 2 5-28-62 sburgh 8 
QB 6-3 214 7 11- 3-56 Morehead State 16 
LB 63 243 6 2- 4-59 NorthCarolina 16 
CB 6-0 190 6 5-29-58 Texas Tech 16 
CB/S 5-11 180 2 1-12-61 UCLA 16 
WR 6-2 183 4 10-31-60 Texas-Arlington 16 
CB 6-2 203 3 5-12-61 \NorthCarolinaState 16 
RB 6-0 210 3 3-15-59 Carson-Newman 22) 


Daniel, Mowatt and Roberts missed ‘85 season due to injury; Dardar last active with Cardinals in 
84; Kab played 1 game with Eagles, 11 with Giants in ‘85; V. Williams played 2 games with Bills in '85. 

Option playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Giants in '85—K Jess Atkinson (6 games), S Bill Currier (2), S Larry Flowers (9), 
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No Offense, but.. . 


Cowboys Expect 
Draft to Provide 
Some Answers 


By KEN SINS 


hen the Dallas Cowboys 

attempt an examination 

of their 1985 season, they 

come away with con- 

flicting reviews. They 
were delighted with some aspects, dis- 
gusted with others. 

From one standpoint, the season was 
successful beyond expectations. The Cow- 
boys won their first NFC East title since 
1981, clinching the division with a 28-21 
victory over the New York Giants engi- 
neered in part by third-string quarterback 
Steve Pelluer. This was a Cowboys team 
that had been a preseason pick to finish 
fourth by no less a source than Coach 
Tom Landry. 

But there was also the matter of their 
20-0 playoff exit at the hands of the Los 
Angeles Rams, a miserable Cowboys ef- 
fort from offense to defense to special 
teams. 

It is also difficult to forget regular-sea- 
son blowouts to Chicago, Cincinnati and 
San Francisco by a combined score of 
125-40. 

“It was a successful season for us,” said 
Landry. “Anytime you set goals for your 
team and reach your outstanding goal as 
we did, you must feel it’s a successful 
year. The disappointment was in our in- 
ability to do anything in the playoffs.” 

For a change, morale isn’t the problem 
with the Cowboys. The trouble is a short- 
age of quality players on offense. 

A late-season injury to Pro Bow! wide 
receiver Tony Hill allowed opponents to 
gang up on running back Tony Dorsett. 
Consistency in both pass blocking and run 
blocking remains an ongoing problem 
with the offensive line. 

Defensively, the Cowboys had no clue 
how to stop Rams running back Eric 
Dickerson from setting a single-game 
playoff record of 248 yards rushing and 
were prone to allowing the big play all 
season. And during the off-season, second- 
ary coach Gene Stallings—considered to 
be Landry's best assistant—departed to 
become head coach of the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals. 

“Usually when you get blowouts like we 
had last year, you have bad morale prob- 
lems,” said Landry. “But that was not the 
case on our team. We just didn’t have a lot 
of depth.” 

The Cowboys took several bold steps 
during the off-season, mostly to fix their 
offense. 


Running back Tony Dorsett is still 
the biggest weapon in Dallas’ of- 
fensive arsenal. 


First came the hiring of pass offense 
coordinator Paul Hackett, who had been 
quarterbacks coach for the San Francisco 
49ers. Hackett immediately asserted him- 
self perhaps more than any other assis- 
tant, placing himself squarely in the lead 
as Landry's most likely successor. When 
Landry—entering his 27th season—will 
retire is anyone’s guess, although he has 
dropped hints he may coach only one 
more season. 

Backup quarterback Gary Hogeboom 
was traded to Indianapolis. Hogeboom, 
the 1984 starter, was unable to hold the 
job and had demanded a trade. 

When Hogeboom and Danny White bat- 
tled for the No. 1 job in 1984, the team had 
been split in loyalty, most lining up behind 
Hogeboom. When White reclaimed the 
starting job for good at the start of the ’85 
season, the situation left a cloud over the 
locker room. 

The Cowboys then conducted a draft 
that fit within the bounds of logic. You 
heard little of the “best available athlete” 
blathering that had yielded such recent 
busts as Rod Hill and Larry Bethea. 

With a pressing need at wide receiver, 
they traded up in the first round, hopping 
over the Giants to pluck speedy UCLA 
wide receiver Mike Sherrard. It was no 
secret the Giants wanted to add Sherrard 
to their offense. 

Dallas then made a move to fill the 
heir-apparent vacancy behind Dorsett (at 
least until Herschel Walker arrives) by 
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taking Arizona State running back Darryl 
Clack. 

In the third round, the Cowboys took 
aim at their aging defensive line, select- 
ing defensive tackle Mark Walen of 
UCLA. The fourth pick was placekicker 
Max Zendejas (Arizona), who will give 
Rafael Septien training camp competi- 
tion. Septien is coming off an 
injury-plagued season that reduced him to 
an ordinary kicker (19-of-28 on field goal 
attempts). 

Hackett will add some wrinkles to the 
Cowboys’ passing game. Don't be sur- 
prised if it bears some resemblance to the 
49ers’. White is effective in a short pass- 
ing game. Clack will get a lengthy audi- 
tion as a pass receiver and Dorsett will 
become a more important part of that of- 
fensive phase. 

Fullback Timmy Newsome was a 
major disappointment. He averaged only 
2.9 yards per carry and there was talk of 
switching him to tight end. 

If Newsome (or United States Football 
League refugee Todd Fowler) is to be- 
come a short-yardage weapon and if Dor- 
sett is to improve on a not-shabby rushing 
total of 1,307 yards, more help is needed 
from the offensive line. Crawford Ker, a 
rookie who spent most of last season on 
injured reserve, will be given every op- 
portunity to start at guard. So will veteran 
reserve Brian Baldinger, also on IR last 
year. Inexperienced tackle Chris Schultz 
started most of last season and figures to 
be a key man in a retooled line. 

White also needs better protection. Last 
season, he missed games or parts of 
games with bruised ribs, a sprained 
thumb, a concussion, a jammed neck and 
a bruised shoulder. 

The Cowboys received maximum pro- 
duction from the receivers they had. Hill, 
possession receiver Mike Renfro and tight 
end Doug Cosbie, another Pro Bowler, all 
had career seasons. Yet the passing game 
still sputtered. 

On defense, the major concern is at cor- 
nerback. Everson Walls had another Pro 
Bowl season, leading the league in inter- 
ceptions (nine) for a third time. But on the 
other side, Ron Fellows was not consis- 
tent and underwent off-season knee sur- 
gery. There was no pure cornerback on 
last year’s roster to take Fellows’ place 
and he played most of the season on the 
bad knee. 

Replacements need to be found for a 
defensive line that includes 35-year-olds 
Ed Jones and John Dutton and perennial 
All-Pro Randy White, 33. Young, aggres- 
sive Jim Jeffcoat is set at the defensive 
end opposite Jones, but Kevin Brooks, last 
season's top pick, must make a bold move 
in camp. 

Linebacker isn’t the problem it has 
been in recent seasons, but Dickerson’s 
field day in the playoffs gives pause for 
concern. Eugene Lockhart is a fixture in 


the middle, but Jeff Rohrer will be pushed 
by last year’s No. 2 pick, Jesse Penn. Mike 
Hegman is 33 and may also be vulnerable. 

Landry claims the New York Giants 
will enter training camp as the odds-on 
favorite to win the NFC East even though 
the Cowboys defeated the Giants twice 
last season. 

“We had to play awful good to beat the 
Giants twice,” said Landry. “It took our 
best efforts. 

“Their team is a lot more solid. They 
have a lot fewer holes than we do or than 
the other teams in our division. And 
everybody else is better, too.” 

So Landry is picking the Cowboys to fin- 
ish last, correct? 

“J just think everybody's going to be 
better,” said Landry. 

Haven't we heard this before? 


1986 SCHEDULE 


at Philadelphia . 


ae 
. 26—ST. LOUIS 


Dec. 7—at Los Angeles Rams. 
Dec. 14—PHILADELPHIA 
Dec. 21—CHICAG 


1985 RESULTS—(10-7) 
Conta Opp. Att. 


N.Y. Giants. 
27 Pittsburah 
14 Philadelphia 


62,310 
60,114 


0 L.A. Rams... 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player Position College 
1. SHERRARD, Mike WR UCLA 
from San Francisco 
. Choice to Buffalo 
through San Fran. 
. CLACK, Darryl RB 
from Indianapolis 
. Choice to Indianapolis 


66,351 


Arizona State 


1. 
2. 
2. 
3. WALEN, Mark DT UCLA 
4. ZENDEJAS, Max K Arizona 
5. Choice to San Francisco 
6. CHANDLER, Thornton TE Alabama 
from Buffalo 
6. GELBAUGH, Stan QB Maryland 
from Detroit 
6. YANCEY, Lloyd G Temple 
7, HOLLOWAY, Johnny WR Kansas 
8. CLEMONS, Topper RB Wake Forest 
9. IONATA, John G Florida State 
10. CHESTER, Bryan G Texas 
11. JAX, Garth LB Florida State 
12. DULIBAN, Chris LB Texas 
from Buffalo ‘ 
12. FLACK, Tony DB Georgia 


. 


ug Cosbie. 


Dallas Cowboys tight end Do 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL Games 
No. Name Pos. Ht, Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
36 Albritton, Vince LB 62 213 3 Washington T 
76 Aughtman, Dowe Ge G-2re5g) |e. Auburn’ *0 
62 Baldinger, Brian G 6-4 261 4 Duke *0 
87 Banks, Gordon WR 5-10 173 4 Stanford 2 
40 Bates, Bill ol 99 4 Tennessee 16 
99. Brooks, Kevin DE 6-6 270 2 Michigan (ou 
47 Clinkscale, Dextor Sy SU eIoSi 26: South Carolina State le 
61 +Cooper, Jim T 6-5 274 10 Temple 15 
85 Cornwell, Fred TE 6-6 233 3 Southern California 16 
84 Cosbie, Doug TE 66 245 8 Santa Clara 16 
55 DeOssie, Steve LB 6-2 245 3 Boston College 16 
33 Dorsett, Tony RB 5-11 185 10 Pittsburgh 16 
26 Downs, Michael S/ .6;3° 204, 76) Rice 16 
86 Duckett, Kenny WR 5-11 183 5 Wake Forest eq 
78 Dutton, John DT 6-7 268 13 Nebraska 16 
27 Fellows, Ron CB 6-0 180 6 * Missouri 13 
46 Fowler, Todd RB 6-3 218 2 6 2 Stephen F. Austin 8 
83 Gonzalez, Leon WR 5-10 162 2 9-21-63 Bethune-Cookman n 
28 Granger, Norm RB 5-10 220 2 9-14-61 Towa 20 
58 Hegman, Mike LB 6-1 228 11 1-17-53 Tennessee State 16 
80 Hill, Tony WR 6-2 202 10 6-23-56 Stanford 15 
77 Jeffcoat, Jim DE 6-5 263 4 4- 1-61 Arizona State 16 
72 Jones, Ed DE 6-9 287 12 2-23-51 Tennessee State 16 
23 Jones, James RB 5-10 203 6 12- 6-58 Mississippi State 16 
68 Ker, Crawford G 6-3 293 2 5- 5-62 Florida 5 
29 Lavette, Robert RB 5-11 199 2 9- 8-63 Georgia Tech 12 
56 Lockhart, Eugene LB 6-2 234 3 3- 8-61 Houston 16 
30 Newsome, Timmy RB 6-1 237 7 5-17-58 Winston-Salem State 14 
79 Patten, Joel ce 6-6 240 2 2- 7-58 Duke *0 
16 Pelluer, Steve IB 6-4 208 3 7-29-62 Washington 2 
59 Penn, Jesse LB 6-3 217 2 62 Virginia Tech 16 
65 Petersen, Kurt G 6-4) 278) 7. Missouri 16 
81 Powe, Karl WR 6-2 175 2 Alabama State Tis} 
75 Pozderac, Phil T 6-9 282 5 Notre Dame’ 14 
64 {Rafferty, Tom C 6-3 264 11 Penn State 16 
82 Renfro, Mike WR 6-0 189 9 Texas Christian 16 
70 +Richards, Howard G/T 6-6 262 6 Missouri 
50 Rohrer, Jeff LB 6-2 230 5 Yale 15 
89 Salonen, Brian [LB 63 226 3 Montana 16 
4 Saxon, Mike P 6-3 187 2 San Diego State 16 
66 Schultz, Chris 6-8 288 3 Arizona’ 16 
22 Scott, Victor CB/S 6-0 196 3 Colorado 16 
1 Septien, Rafael K 5-10 179 10 Southwestern Louisiana 16 
60 Smerek, Don DT 6-7 265 (5 Nevada-Reno 10 
67 Thompson, Broderick G 65 280 2 cansas 11 
32 Thurman, Dennis SyS-UE IG 79: ‘Southern California 16 
63 Titensor, Glen G 6-4 261 6 Brigham Young 16 
71 Tuinei, Mark C 6:5" 270 08 Hawaii 16 
24 Walls, Everson CB 6-1 194 6 Grambling gy Ber 
11 White, Danny QB 63 19% lL Arizona State 4 
54 White, Randy DT 6-4 272 12 Maryland 16 


*Aughtman and Baldinger missed ‘85 season due to injury; Duckett played 1 game with Sajnts, 3 
with Cowboys in ‘85; Granger last active with Cowboys in 84; Patten last active with Browns in ‘80 and 
Orlando Renegades in ‘85. 

*fOption playout; subject to developments. 

Also pied with Cowboys in ’85—DB Ricky Easmon (8 games), QB Gary Hogeboom (16), DT David 
Ponder (4), RB John Williams (8). 
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Year of Transition 


Washington Is 
A Tough Team 
To Figure Out 


By VITO STELLINO 


s Washington enters its 50th 
season in the National Foot- 
ball League, the Redskins ap- 
pear to be a team on the de- 
cline. 

Four seasons ago, Washington won the 
NFL championship with a victory over 
Miami in Super Bowl XVII. They lost the 
next year in the Super Bowl, lost in the 
first round of the playoffs in 1984 and 
failed to make the playoffs in 1985. 

As if to emphasize that they recognize a 
need for transition when they see it, the 
Redskins closed the book on the John Rig- 
gins era when they released their work- 
horse fullback during the off-season. The 
jury is still out on the fortunes of Joe 
Theismann, the colorful quarterback 
whose career was threatened last No- 
vember 18 when he suffered a broken leg 
live and in color on Monday Night Foot- 
ball against the New York Giants. 

The Redskins without Theismann and 
Riggins would seem to be like Washington 
without the Washington Monument. It’s a 
little hard to imagine. 

And that’s why it’s a little hard to pick 
the Redskins as a prime contender in the 
National Football Conference’s Eastern 
Division. Washington finished third last 
season behind the Dallas Cowboys and the 
Giants. 

“We've changed quite a bit and I think 
we're the kind of team that is going to be 
hard to put your finger on,” said Coach 
Joe Gibbs. 

The Redskins finished a strong 10-6 in 
1985 but came out on the short end of a 
three-way tie with the Cowboys and 
Giants. Washington finished third under 
the NFL's tie-breaker system and missed 
the playoffs for the first time in four 
years. 

The Redskins, however, appear capa- 
ble of making a smooth transition from 
the Theismann-Riggins era. Washington, 
in fact, may be a better team at the start 
of the 1986 season without Theismann and 
Riggins than they were at the start of the 
1985 season with their veteran duo. 

George Rogers, the NFL’s rushing lead- 
er in 1981 as a rookie, is ready to plug into 
Riggins’ spot in the one-back offense. If 
Kelvin Bryant can get out of his United 
States Football League contract, the Red- 
skins could switch to a potentially awe- 
some two-back offense. 

Riggins literally carried the Redskins 
into two Super Bowls, but the Diesel was 


quarterback Joe Theismann last 
season and raised a few eyebrows. 
ey 


down last year. To put it bluntly, his pres- 
ence on the roster may have cost the 
team a playoff berth. Because of Riggins, 
Rogers was relegated to part-time status. 

When Riggins finally was benched with 
three games left in the season, Rogers 
went on a rampage, gaining 150, 95 and a 
league season-high 206 yards in the team’s 
final three games, all victories. The Red- 
skins believe he might match that pace as 
a full-time performer and improve on his 
1,093-yard 1985 season. 

The Redskins also have a replacement 
for Theismann at quarterback. Third-year 
man Jay Schroeder guided Washington to 
a 5-1 record after Theismann’s injury, giv- 
ing Redskins fans hope for the future. 

Schroeder, a one-time hot baseball 
Prospect, has a cannon for an arm and 
unusual poise for a young player. When he 
was thrust into the lineup on that fateful 
Monday night—having appeared in only 
three NFL games previously—he calmly 
hit Art Monk for a 44-yard completion on 
his first pass attempt. 

Schroeder, who completed 53.6 percent 
of his passes and threw five touchdown 
Passes, couldn't understand why every- 
body figured he would be nervous. “What 
did I have to be nervous about?” he asked 
later. “I had nothing to lose. Nobody ex- 
pected me to be in there. Everybody fig- 
ured if I completed one pass, it would be 
good.” 

Schroeder was impressive over his six- 
game stretch, with the Redskins’ only loss 
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coming at the hands of defending league 
champion San Francisco. Now he has to 
prove he can perform well over a full sea- 
son—when expectations are high. 

Schroeder doesn’t seem worried. 
“Those six games I played were during a 
playoff run and I thought I did pretty 
well,” he said. “Now I've had a whole off- 
season to work harder and get ready for 
the season.” 

There’s no doubt that Schroeder is the 
key to the Redskins season. If he plays 
well, they can win the division. That 
wouldn't surprise Schroeder. 

“For the first time in a while, nobody is 
picking us to win the NFC East. But I look 
for the Redskins to have a fantastic year,” 
he said. “We have young players all over 
the place. Nobody is expecting us to do 
much, but I can tell you the attitude has 
changed at Redskin Park. Everybody is 
working hard and we're hungry again.” 

Gibbs is worried that the ’Skins are thin 
at wide receiver, but Monk and Gary 
Clark give them a reliable starting combi- 
nation. If Calvin Muhammad can rebound 
from a disappointing season (only nine 
catches), Gibbs could change his apprais- 
al. Rookie Walter Murray (Hawaii), the 
team’s second draft pick, also could fit 
into the picture. 

The offensive line is so deep that Rick 
Donnalley, who started at center most of 
last season, was traded to Kansas City to 
make room for a rehabilitated Jeff Bostic, 
who missed six games last year with a 
knee injury. Tackle Joe Jacoby and guard 
Russ Grimm, both Pro Bowlers, are fix- 
tures on the left side and Mark May is set 
at right tackle, R.C. Thielemann, who 
missed most of 1985 with a knee injury, is 
returning to challenge Ken Huff at right 
guard. The Redskins use a two-tight end 
alignment and have dependable starters 
in Clint Didier and Don Warren. 

Keith Griffin, known throughout the 
football world as Archie Griffin’s little 
brother, is making a name for himself as 
a third-down receiver coming out of 
Washington's backfield. He also rushed 
for 473 yards. 

Defensively, the Redskins remain one 
of the few 4-3 teams and they've got the 
linemen to make it work. 

Dexter Manley and Charles Mann com- 
bined for 29%, sacks from their end spots 
and Dave Butz and Darryl Grant are solid 
at the tackle positions. 

Dean Hamel, a rookie last season, 
stepped in and played capably when 
Grant suffered a knee injury. The Red- 
skins also think that their first draft pick, 
Markus Koch, a defensive end out of Boise 
State, can become a big-time pass rusher. 

The Redskins have a group of no-names 
at linebacker, but they seem to get the job 
done. Neal Olkewicz is the tough guy in 
the middle on running downs while Rich 
Milot and Mel Kaufman man the outside. 
Monte Coleman comes in on passing 


downs. 

Swift Darrell Green and Vernon Dean 
handle the corners with Curtis Jordan and 
second-year man Raphel Cherry at the 
safety spots. Cherry won his job when 
Tony Peters, who has since retired, was 
injured last season. Ken Coffey is coming 
back from a knee injury to challenge 
Cherry. 

Also returning from an injury is Jeff 
Hayes, who should challenge Steve Cox 
for the punting job. Mark Moseley, who 
missed eight of his last 15 field-goal at- 
tempts, once again will have to fight for 
his kicking job at age 38. 

Overall, the picture should be intriguing 
for Redskins fans. There will be a couple 
of new faces in key positions, but Wash- 
ington remains a tried and tested veteran 
cast that knows what it takes to win. Hi 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—PHILADELPHIA 
Sept.14—LOS ANGELES RAIDER‘ 
Sept.21—at San Diego.. 
Sept.28—SEATTLE. 
Oct. 5—at New Orleans... 
Oct. 12—at Dallas. 
Oct. 19—ST. LOUIS 
Oct. 27—at New York Giants (Mon.) 
Nov. 2—MINNESOTA. 
Nov. 9—at Green Bay. 
Nov. 17—SAN FRANCISCO (WMon.) 
Nov. 23—DALLAS. 
Nov. 30—at St. Louis 
Dec. 7—NEW YORK GIANTS, 
Dec. 13—at Denver (Sat. 
Dec. 21—at Philadelphia .. 


1985 RESULTS—(10-6) 
Redskins Opp. Att. 
14 Dalla 44 (A) 62,292 
16 Houst 13 (H) 53,553 

6 Philadelphia. 19 (H) 53,748 


bw ary 
PREP oR asr Neer 
BSS5556556 


S8Ssssssssssssss 


10 Chicago 45 (A) 63,708 
27 St. Louis 10 (H) 53,134 
24 Detroit 3 (H) 52,845 
3 N.Y. Giant: 17 (A) 74,389 
14 Cleveland. 7 (A) 78,540 
44 Atlanta 10 (A) 42,209 


T Dalla 

23 N.Y. Giant: 
30 Pittsburgh 
8 San Francisco., 


17 Philadelphi 12 (A) 60,737 
27 Cincinnati 24 (H) 50/544 
27 StL 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. Choice to Atlanta 
2. KOCH, Markus DE Boise State 
from Atlanta 
2, MURRAY, Walter WR Hawaii 
from San Francisco 
2. Choice to Philadelphia 
through L.A. Raiders 
3, WALTON, Aivin DB Kansas 


. Choice to San Fran. 
through L.A. Rams 


5. CALDWELL, Ravin LB Arkansas 
from Atlanta 
5. Choice to Philadelphia 
through Atlanta 
6. RYPIEN, Mark QB Washington St. 
from Kansas City 
6, HUDDLESTON, Jim G Virginia 
from San Francisco 
6. Choice to Atlanta 
7. BADANJEK, Rick RB Maryland 
8. GOUVEIA, Kurt LB Brigham Young 
9. ASBERRY, Wayne DB Texas A&M 
10. Choice to San Fran. 
11. FELLS, Kenny RB Henderson St. 
12. YARBER, Eric WR Idaho 


Washington Redskins wide receiver Art Monk. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL. Games 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College in’85 
58 Anderson, Stuart LB 6-1 255 5 12-25-59 Virginia 16 
Atkinson, Jess Kee I7S: 2! Maryland °8 
Barnett, Doug DE 6-4 260 3 ‘Azusa Pacific 2 

67 Beasley, Tom DI/DE 6-5 248 9 Virginia Tech 2 
53 Bostic, Jeff C/G 62 260 7 Clemson 10 
30 Branch, Reggie RB 5-11 227 2 East Carolina 8 
65 Butz, Dave DT 6-7 295 13 Purdue 16 
37 Cherry, Raphel S 6-0 194 2 Hawaii 16 
84 Clark, Gary WR 5-9 173 2 James Madison 16 
48 Coffey, Ken S 60 198 3 Southwest Texas State *0 
51 +Coleman, Monte LB 6-2 230 8 Central Arkansas 10 
12 {Cox, Steve P 64 195 6 Arkansas 12 
32 Dean, Vernon CB 5-11 178 5 San Diego State 16 
86 Didier, Clint TE 6-5 240 5 Portland State 16 
77 Grant, Darryl DOT 6-1 275 6 Rice 8 
28 Green, Darrell CB 5-8 170 4 Texas A&M 16 
35 Griffin, Keith RB 5-8 185 3 Miami (Fla.) 16 
68 Grimm, Russ G 6-3 275 6 Pittsburgh 16 
78 Hamel, Dean DT 6-3 275 2 Tulsa 16 
64 Hamilton, Steve DE 64 255 2 East Carolina 7 
5 Hayes, Jeff PSaldeey5) 5) North Carolina 4 
61 Huff, Ken G 64 265 12 North Carolina 16 
66 Jacoby, Joe T 6-7 305 6 Louisville 1 
31 Jenkins, Ken RB/KR 5-8 185 4 Bucknell 13 
82 Jones, Anthony TE 6-3 248 3 Wichita State 16 
22 Jordan, Curtis S 62 205 10 Texas Tech 16 
55 Kaufman, Mel LB 62 218 6 Cal Poly-SLO 15 
16 Laufenberg, Babe QB 6-2 195 3 Indiana a) 
72 {Manley, Dexter DE 63 250 6 Oklahoma State 16 
TL Mann, Charles DE 6-6 260 4 Nevada-Reno 16 
73 May, Mark T 6-6 295 6 Pittsburgh 16 
83 McGrath, Mark WR 5-11 175 5 Montana State 5 
63 McKenzie, Raleigh G 6-2 262 2 Tennessee 6 
60. tMcQuaid, Dan T 67 278 2 Nevada-Las Vegas 16 
57 Millot, Rich LB 6-4 237 8 Penn State 16 
81 Monk, Art WR 6-3 209 7 Syracuse 15 
3 Moseley, Mark K 6-0 204 15 Stephen F. Austin 16 
89 Muhammad, Calvin WR 6-0 190 5 Texas Southern 12 
52 Olkewicz, Neal LB 6-0 233 8 Maryland 16 
80 Phillips, Joe WR 5-9 188 2 Kentucky 4 
38 Rogers, George RB 6-2 229 6 South Carolina 15 
10 Schroeder, Jay QB 6-4 215 3 UCLA 9 
7 Theismann, Joe QB 6-0 198 13 Notre Dame 1 
69 Thielemann, R.C. G 6-4 262 10 Arkansas 3 
88 Walker, Rick TE 6-4 245 10 UCLA 16 
85 Warren, Don TE 6-4 242 8 San Diego State 16 
45 Wilburn, Barry CB 6-3 186 2 Mississippi 16 
47 Williams, Greg Sep OPIN AS 5) Mississippi State 16 
34 Williams, Kevin CB 5-9 169 2 Towa State 12 
39 Wonsley, Otis RB 5-10 214 6 Alcorn State 16 


Atkinson played 6 games with Giants, 2 with Cardinals in ‘85; Coffey missed ‘85 season due to 
injury; Laufenberg active for 5 games but did not play in ‘85. 

‘FOption playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Redskins in ‘85—WR Malcolm Barnwell (7 games), QB Steve Bartkowski (active 
for 2 games but did not play), LB Pete Cronan (4), OL Rick Donnalley (13), LB Chris Keating (10), DE 
Todd Liebenstein (4), RB Michael Morton (1), S Tony Peters (10), RB John Riggins (12). 
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Young and Restless 


Buddy Ryan Plans 
To Get Eagles 
Back on Course 


By PAUL DOMOWITCH 


hen Norman Braman 
bought the Philadelphia 
Eagles a year ago last 
April, he made it clear 
he expected immediate 
results from his $65 million investment. 

He wore an “Eagles—Super Bowl '86” 
T-shirt to his coming-out press conference 
and said he'd be “extremely disappoint- 
ed” if his team didn't make the playoffs. 

Even a 7-9 record in 1985 couldn't 
change his mind, 

“There's a quotient that’s missing on 
this team,” he said last December, after 
firing his head coach, Marion Campbell. 
“I don't know what it is, But there's an 
ingredient that just hasn't been there, I 
think everybody recognizes that we've got 
the talent. We're just a couple of players 
off. But we're there,” 

Not everyone shares Braman’s cock- 
eyed optimism, That includes the man 
brought in to replace Campbell, Buddy 
Ryan. 

thought we were further away than 
that,” said Ryan, who Braman has dubbed 
“the next Lombardi,” 

“We've got some good football players. 
But if they were all All-Pros, then Marion 
Campbell would still be here and I'd be 
back in Chicago coaching defense.” 

Ryan and his staff spent much of the 
off-season weeding out the pretenders 
from the contenders. They gave four 
starters (center Mark Dennard and line- 
backers Reggie Wilkes, Anthony Griggs 
and Joel Williams) the heave-ho and de- 
moted three others (cornerback Herm 
Edwards, linebacker Garry Cobb and full- 
back Michael Haddix). Chances are there 
could be as many as 10 new faces in the 
starting lineup when the 1986 season 
opens, 

If that isn’t mind-boggling enough, con- 
sider that five or six of those new starters 
could be rookies, 

“If you check my history, you know I 
don't like to play rookies,” said Ryan. 
“The thing is, I don’t like to play rookies if 
you've got somebody else who’s as good 
or better. But if you don't, then you play 
rookies. And that’s the situation we're in 
right here. 

“We're going to play them. We didn't 
bring them in here to watch the other 
guys practice. We brought them in here to 
play. And we're going to line them up and 
they're going to play until they get beat 
out. We think that much of them.” 


CEM Si 


Pro Bowler Mike Quick is the big- 
play receiver in Philadelphia’s 
passing attack. 


The cream of the Eagles’ '86 draft crop 
is No. 1 pick Keith Byars of Ohio State. 
But Byars isn’t expected to see much ac- 
tion this season. The 6-1, 235-pound run- 
ning back still is recovering from bone 
graft surgery on his right foot and may 
not be ready until 1987. 

Ryan is expecting more immediate 
contributions from several other draft 
picks, including Texas A&M fullback 
Anthony Toney and Florida linebacker 
Alonzo Johnson (a pair of second-round- 
ers), center Matt Darwin (fourth round, 
Texas A&M) and defensive end Dan 
McMillen (fifth round, Colorado). 

“I'm smart enough to know that if I 
start six guys without NFL experience, it’s 
going to be tough,” said Ryan. “But if I 
don’t believe we can win, how in the hell 
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are the guys playing going to believe they 
can win? 

“T'm not coming in here with a building 
attitude even though that’s what we're 
trying to do. I want to win and I hope I can 
convince these guys to win, I think the 
talent will be there. But the experience 
and knowledge of the game is going to be 
such that we're going to make some mis- 
takes. But we're going to play them.” 

Ryan's main objective is to add some 
oomph to a sickly Eagles offense that fin- 
ished 15th in the league last year. Run- 
ning back Earnest Jackson became the 
club’s first 1,000-yard rusher since 1981, 
but he averaged just 3.6 yards per carry. 
Haddix, a No, 1 draft pick in 1983, has 
rushed for only 563 yards in three NFL 
seasons. 

Ryan also wasn't terribly impressed 
with the performance of 35-year-old quar- 
terback Ron Jaworski, who threw 17 in- 
terceptions in the last eight games. Just in 
case Jaworski can’t turn it around, the 
Eagles spent No. 2 and No. 3 draft choices 
for former San Francisco 49ers backup 
quarterback Matt Cavanaugh. 

“We want to have a competitive situa- 
tion at every position,” said Ryan. “And 
that includes quarterback. Getting Cavan- 
augh can only help us. At the very least, 
he'll push Jaworski and make him a bet- 
ter quarterback.” 

Ryan feels both Leonard Mitchell and 
Ken Reeves are Pro Bowl caliber tackles 
and he’s reasonably content with guards 
Ron Baker and Steve Kenney. The prob- 
lem spot on the offensive line is center, 
where there was auditioning by a number 
of in-house candidates, including Kevin 
Allen, last year's No. 1 draft pick. But Dar- 
win was the leading candidate. 

The receiving corps features Pro Bowl- 
er Mike Quick, who broke his own single- 
season club record with 73 receptions in 
1985. 

Under Campbell, the Eagles were 10th 
in the league in defense last year and 
eighth in points allowed. Ryan thinks 
they'll do even better this year. He 
ditched Campbell’s bend-but-not-break 
Philosophy and replaced it with his ag- 
gressive, shoot-first-ask-questions-later 
“46” scheme. 

Ryan insists the Eagles’ defensive line 
is every bit as good as the Bears’ and says 
their secondary is even better. Reggie 
White, who had 13 sacks in 13 games after 
jumping to the Eagles from the United 
States Football League, is expected to 
really blossom at end in a four-man defen- 
sive line, 

The biggest defensive concern is line- 
backer. Second-year man Mike Reichen- 
bach will man the all-important middle 
post. Johnson, who is rumored to have 
tested positive for cocaine at the NFL’s 
scouting combine in New Orleans last 
January, has been penciled in at right 
linebacker. 


With Roynell Young and Elbert Foules 
at the corners and Wes Hopkins and Ray 
Ellis at the safety spots, Ryan feels he has 
one of the better secondaries in the 
league. 

Hopkins, a consensus All-Pro last year, 
was having contract differences with the 
Eagles and sat out the club's May mini- 
camp. He asked to be traded last summer 
during a similar negotiating squabble. But 
the Eagles say he is absolutely, positively, 
untradeable. 

Kicker Paul McFadden has been con- 
sistent in two NFL seasons, converting 55 
of 67 field-goal attempts and missing only 
one of 56 extra points. Mike Horan’s punt- 
ing average slipped to 41.5 yards last year, 
which may be why the Eagles made Ray 
Criswell (Florida), the top-rated punter by 
one scouting combine, a fifth-round draft 
pick, 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—at Washington. 
Sept-14—at Chicago 
Sept.21—DENVER 

Sept.28—LOS ANGELES RAMS 
Oct." 5—at Atlanta 

Oct. 12—at New York 
Oct. 19—DALLAS 
Oct. 26—SAN DIEGO . 
Nov. 2—at St. Loui 
Nov. 9—NEW YORK GIANTS. 
Nov. 16—DETROIT. 
Nov. 23—at Seattle 
Nov. 30—at Los Angeles Raider: 
Dec. 7—ST. LOUL 
Dec. 14—at Dallas 
Dec. 21—WASHINGTON 


1985 RESULTS—(7-9) 


Eagles Opp. Att. 
0 N.Y. Giants, 21 (A) 76,141 
6 LA. Rams 17 (H) 60,920 
19 Washingtor 6 (A) 53,748 
10 N.Y. Giants 16 (H) 66,696 

23 (A) 56,364 

7 (H) 48,186 

14 (H) 70,114 

17 (H) 60,987 

24 (A) 58,383 


13 San Francisco. 
Atlanta (OT). 


Washington. 

14 San Diego. 

37 Minnesota 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 

Round and Player Position College 

1. BYARS, Keith RB Ohio State 

2, TONEY, Anthony RB Texas A&M 

2. JOHNSON, Alonzo LB Florida 
from Wash. through Raiders 

3. Choice to San Fran, 

4. Choice to San Diego 

4. DARWIN, Matt C Texas A&M 
from L.A. Rams 

5. CRISWELL, Ray P_ Florida 

5. McMILLEN, Dan DE Colorado 
from Wash. through Atl. 

6. LANDSEE, Bob Wisconsin 

T. REDICK, Corn WR Fullerton St. 
from Atlanta 

7. LEE, Byron LB Ohio State 

8. Choice to San Fran, 

8. JOYNER, Seth LB Texas-El Paso 
from Cleveland 

9. SIMMONS, Clyde DE Western Caro. 

10: TAUTALATASL, Junior RB Washington St. 

11. BOGDALEK, Steve G Michigan State 

12. SINGLETARY, Reggie DE No. Carolina St. 

12: HOWARD, Bobby RB Indiana 


from N.Y. Giants 


NFL. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 
Ackerman, Rick OT 6-4 250 4 6-16-59 Memphis State °0 
72 Allen, Kevin T 6-5 284 2 6-21-63 Indiana 16 
80 Baker, Keith WR 5-10 185 2 6- 4-57 Texas Southern 8 
63 Baker, Ron G 6-4 274 9 11-19-54 Oklahoma State 15 
98 Brown, Greg DE 6-5 265 6 1- 5-57 Kansas State 16 
© Cavanaugh, Matt QB 6-2 212 9 10-27-56 Pittsburgh "16 
71 tClarke, Ken OT 6-2 272 9 8-28-56 Syracuse 16 
50 Cobb, Garry LB 6-2 228 8 3-16-57 Southern California 16 
21 Cooper, Evan, DB/KR 5-11 184 3 6-28-62 Michigan 16 
12 Cunningham, Randall QB/P 6-4 192 2 3-27-63 Nevada-Las Vegas 6 
94 Darby, Byron DE 64 262 4 6- 4-60 Southern California 10 
99 Drake, Joe OT 6-2 290 2 5-28-63 Arizona 16 
46 +Edwards, Herman CB 6-0 194 10 4-27-54 San Diego State 16 
24 Ellis, Ray S$ 6-1 196 6 4-27-59 Ohio State 16 
39 Everett, Major RB 5-11 218 4 1 Mississippi College 15 
67 Feehery, Gerry C 62 270 4 Syracuse 15 
29 tFoules, Elbert CB 5-11 185 4 Alcorn State 16 
86 Garrity, Gregg WR 5-10 169 4 Penn State 12 
84 +Goode, John TE 6-2 243 3 Youngstown State 14 
26 Haddix, Michael RB 6-2 227 4 Mississippi State 16 
48 Hopkins, Wes S 61 212 4 Southern Methodist 15 
2 Horan, Michael P 5-11 190 3 Long Beach State 16 
36 Hunter, Herman 195)" °2) Tennessee State 16 
41 Jackson, Earnest 208 4 Texas A&M. 16 
81 Jackson, Kenny WR 6-0 177 3 Penn State 16 
7 tJaworski, Ron QB 6-2 199 13 Youngstown State 16 
77 Jelesky, Tom T 6-6 275 2 Purdue 16 
53 Jiles, Dwayne LB 6-4 242 2 Texas Tech 10 
85 Johnson, Ron WR 6-3 186 2 Long Beach State 8 
73 Kenney, Steve G 6-4 274 7 Clemson 16 
52 fKraynak, Rich LB 6-1 230 4 Pittsburgh 16 
89 Little, Dave TE 6-2 232 3 Middle Tennessee State 15 
Mackey, Kyle QB 6-2 220 2 East Texas State °0 
8 McFadden, Paul K 5-11 163 3 Youngstown State 16 
74 Mitchell, Leonard T 6-7 295 6 Houston 16 
Oubre, Louis G 6-4 270 4 ‘Oklahoma °0 
38 Penaranda, Jairo RB 6-0 218 3 UCLA 4 
82 Quick, Mike WR 6-2 190 5 North Carolina State 16 
66 Reeves, Ken TUG 6-5 268 2 Texas A&M. 15 
55 tReichenbach, Mike (8 62 238 3 East Stroudsburg State 16 
95 Schulz, Jody LB 6-3 240 3 East Carolina *0 
Smith, Phil WR 6-3 190 3 San Diego State *0 
88 +Spagnola, John TE 6-4 238 7 Yale 16 
93 tStrauthers, Thomas DE 6-4 264 4 Jackson State 16 
20 +Waters, Andre CB 5-11 185 3 Cheyney State 16 
91 White, Reggie DT 6-5 285 2 Tennessee 13 
22 Wilson, Brenard S/CB 6-0 185 8 Vanderbilt 16 
43 Young, Roynell CB 6-1 18 7 Alcorn State 14 


*Ackerman last active with Raiders in ‘84; Cavanaugh played 16 games with 49ers in ‘85; Mackey 
fast active with Cardinals in ‘84; Oubre last active with Saints in ‘84; Schulz missed ‘85 season due to 
injury; Smith last active with Colts in ‘84. 

Option playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Eagles in ‘85—LB Aaron Brown (7 games), QB Jeff Christensen (active for 1 
game but did not play), DE Smiley Creswell (3), C Mark Dennard (16), LB Tim Golden (2), LB Anthony 
Griggs (16), TE Vyto Kab (1), LB Jon Kimmel (4), DT Dwaine Morris (1), RB Hubert Oliver (1), LB Tom 
Polley (2), LB Reggie Wilkes (16), LB Joel Williams (7). 
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Getting Serious 


Stallings Brings 
New Work Ethic 
To Cardinals 


By CARL MORITZ 


espect, dignity, spirit, confi- 
dence. You name it, the St. 
Louis Cardinals lost it in 
1985. 
They went from presea- 
‘son Super Bowl contenders to regular-sea- 
son bumblers and stumblers, a team that 
was laughably bad by the conclusion of 
the season. 

The Cardinals lost 10 of their last 12 
games and limped to a 5-11 record and a 
last-place finish in the NFC East. The ero- 
sion was so complete, they lost those 10 
games by an astounding average of 18.1 
points. More often than not, the Cardinals 
committed the worst sin of all: they 
weren't even competitive. 

It was no surprise that when the season 
concluded, the Jim Hanifan regime was 
shoveled out. Long, lean, clean Gene Stall- 
ings, a disciple of coaching legends Tom 
Landry and the late Paul (Bear) Bryant, 
was named the team’s new head coach 
February 10. 

In Stallings, the Cardinals added a 
drawling, demanding driver whom they 
hoped would instill discipline and snap in 
a team that had become lax in its in-sea- 
son and off-season work ethic. Stallings’ 
task: to make the “A Team” out of “F 
Troop.” 

“T really don’t know what happened be- 
fore, but I know it (discipline) is impor- 
tant if we're going to have a champion- 
ship football team,” Stallings said. “I don’t 
think there’s any way we can have a 
championship team without it. But most 
of discipline is self-discipline. I can want 
it, but they have to want it. But I'll help 
‘em along.” 

In his early months on the job, Stallings 
did plenty of helping. He lobbied and got a 
sorely needed new weight facility built at 
Busch Stadium. He assembled the team 
for two mini-camps and demanded the 
players follow an intense off-season train- 
ing program and “think” football year- 
round, He applied firm pressure on free- 
agent veterans to sign and on all the play- 
ers to make St. Louis their off-season 
home. 

“He's very organized and he's put to- 
gether a good staff of people,” said Cardi- 
nals Owner Bill Bidwill. “He communi- 
cates with the players very well. He’s still 
undefeated, he hasn't put a team on the 
field—so let’s put it in perspective. But 
everything he has done so far has been 
right, I think.” 


74 * 


Which is in contrast to an '85 season in 
which everything went wrong. There was 
the stunning deterioration in the play of 
quarterback Neil Lomax, a Pro Bowl 
choice in 1984. There was the injury trou- 
bles of wide receiver Roy Green, a two- 
time Pro Bowler, and running back Ottis 
Anderson. There was the mysterious dis- 
appearance of a pass rush. There was the 
departure of fullback Earl Ferrell to a 
drug rehabilitation center. 

These problems—and a terminal case 
of lethargy—were reflected in some 
alarming statistics. The Cardinals allowed 
the most touchdown passes (34) and col- 
lected the fewest interceptions (13) in the 
NFL. They were second worst in points 
scored (278), sacks collected (32) and 
sacks allowed (65). 

One popular theme of the off-season 
was to put the transgressions of '85 in an 
attic trunk, lock them away and forget 
them. But guard Joe Bostic is not a sub- 
scriber to that idea. 

“I don't want to put it behind us,” Bostic 
said. “I want us to know how it feels to be 
5-11 and how embarrassing it is. Hopeful- 
ly, if people work very hard in the off-sea- 
son, we'll have the type of season this 
year we should have had last year. 

“It's a damn shame we didn’t have a 
better season last year. We had a pretty 
doggone good football team, but we never 
showed up on Sunday to show people the 
kind of team we really had.” 

Perhaps the Cardinals’ most prominent 
project for '86 is to rebuild Lomax’s swag- 
gering confidence and relocate his mental 
perkiness. Lomax saluted Stallings’ new 
program, but he disappointed the coach 
by refusing to move to St. Louis in the off- 
season. 

Asked how Lomax fits into his system, 
Stallings said, “Good. I think he can be a 
good quarterback. I'll be disappointed if 
he’s not.” 

Lomax misfired repeatedly in critical 
situations last season and was reluctant to 
pass under pressure. Many of the sacks 
allowed occurred because Lomax pre- 
ferred to cover up instead of unloading 
the ball. One source close to the '85 club 
said if Lomax would have played just “av- 
erage,” the Cardinals would have won five 
more games. 

“Mentally, I wasn't in it as much as I 
should have been,” Lomax said. “The 
mental toughness was gone and the snow- 
ball effect hit. It’s hard when everything is 
going bad around you. You kind of say, 
“Well, why don’t I just give up, too?" I have 
to admit that’s what happened most of 
last year.” 

The Cardinals, who used the one-back 
set about half the time last season, will be 
a two-back team in '86. However, Stallings 
does not plan to use Anderson and Stump 
Mitchell, who was an unsigned free agent, 
in the same backfield, a move that Hani- 
fan intended to implement. That means 
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Ferrell probably will reclaim his fullback 
job. 

Stallings said he intends to increase the 
emphasis on the running game and de- 
crease the emphasis on multiple forma- 
tions—something of a surprise consider- 
ing he is coming from the complicated 
Dallas system. 

“Here (St. Louis), they ran 10 times and 
threw 50,” Stallings said. “You aren't 
going to see that.” 

Stallings’ philosophy: do fewer things 
and do them better. 

“I know getting ready for the Cardinals 
last year, they ran 26 different formations 
just on first and 10,” he said. “We're not 
going to do that. We're going to have vari- 
ous formations and movements, but we're 
not going to spend so much time trying to 
come up with different formations that we 
forget the play.” 

The Cardinals are well-stocked at wide 
receiver with a veteran foursome of 
Green, Pat Tilley, J.T. Smith and Earnest 
Gray, who was acquired from the Giants 
late in ’85. Doug Marsh is average at tight 
end. 

The offensive line will be the focus of 
intense competition. 

Massive Tootie Robbins and smallish 
Lance Smith will joust for the right tackle 
job. At center, Randy Clark will be pushed 
by third-round draft pick Gene Chilton 
(Texas). The Cardinals sorely need left 
tackle Luis Sharpe, the club's best line- 
man in '83-'84, to rebound from a dismal 
’85, a byproduct of his playing half a sea- 
son in the United States Football League. 
Bostic and Doug Dawson provide stability 
at guard. 

Although Stallings prefers the 4-3 de- 
fense, he is installing the 3-4 because he 
believes the personnel is better suited to 
it. The Cardinals drafted an outside line- 
backer, Michigan State’s Anthony Bell, on 
the first round to help facilitate the 
change. 

Surprisingly, the club did not draft help 
for the shaky defensive line until the fifth 
round. David Galloway, the best lineman, 
should be a force at nose tackle. The ends, 
however, present question marks. Al 
(Bubba) Baker is unsigned and is coming 
off a poor season. Curtis Greer had off- 
season knee surgery and his recovery has 
been slow. Greer also is not enamored 
with a move to the 3-4. 

The linebacking corps, headed by two- 
time Pro Bowler E.J. Junior, should be 
adequate. Junior and '85 surprise Niko 
Noga will man the inside, with Bell and 
’85 first-round pick Freddie Joe Nunn 
tagged for the outside. 

The secondary was damaged last sea- 
son by injuries to left cornerback Lionel 
Washington and free safety Benny Perrin. 
Washington likely will be back, but Per- 
rin’s troublesome right knee leaves his ca- 
reer in doubt. Strong safety Leonard 
Smith was the best defensive back last 


year and 12th-round surprise Lonnie 
Young became the regular free safety. 
Right corner Wayne Smith, who had no 
interceptions last season, will be chal- 
lenged by Jeff Griffin, Cedric Mack and 
fourth-round pick Carl Carter (Texas 
Tech). 

The Cardinals’ place kicking, an area of 
distress since Jim Bakken retired in 1978, 
was given a potential boost by the draft- 
ing of UCLA All-America John Lee on the 
second round, Three kickers combined to 
make only 13 of 28 (46.4 percent) field- 
goal attempts last season, the worst ratio 
in the league. 

With the same core of personnel that 
was 9-7 in '84, the Cardinals are being 
christened as a potential comeback team 
in '86. But will they arise from their '85 
slumber party? Can they rekindle the old 
offensive spark? A wakeup call is being 
delivered by Stallings. 

“Our goal this year is to get in the play- 
offs,” Stallings said, “We're not talking 
about the Super Bowl and we're not talk- 
ing about finishing 5-11, Hopefully, we're 
going to try to make the playoffs—any 
way we can make 'em." 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—LOS ANGELES RAMS, 
Sept.14—at Atlanta 
Sept.21—at Buffalo. 
riot .29—DALLAS (Mon, 

t. 5—NEW YORK GIANT! 
Oct, 12—at Tampa Bay.. 
Oct. 19—at Washington. 
Oct. 26—at Dallas... 
2—PHILADELPHIA.. 


, 21—TAMPA BAY .. 
1985 RESULTS—(5-11) 
Gardinals ae Att. 
ia feed (or $ cea 
ineinnati.. ¥ 
17 NY. Giants, 74,987 
iB SS ae 

i , 

4 lashingtot 48,186 
10 56,478 
10 43,190 
21 49,347 
0 34,736 
14 39,032 
3 41/248 
7 54,125 
28 29527 
14 52,052 

28,090 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 

1. BELL, Anthony LB Michigan State 
2. LEE, John K UCLA 
3. CHILTON, Gene C Texas 
4. CARTER, Carl DB Texas Tech 
5. TUPPER, Jeff DE Oklahoma 
6. Choice to Green Bay 

|WANSON, Eric WR Tennessee 
ROWN, Ray G Arkansas State 
KAFENTZIS, Kent DB Hawaii 
IKAHEMA, Vai RB Brigham Young 
10. SMITH, Wes WR = East Texas St. 
from Indianapolis 
11. DILLARD, Wayne LB Alcorn State 
12. AUSTIN, Kent QB Mississippi 


St. Louis Cardinals running back Stump Mitchell. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL Games 
No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College In'85 
32 Anderson, Ottis RB 6-2 225 8 Miami (Fla.) 9 
60 tBaker, Al DE 66 270 9 Colorado State 16 
52 tBaker, Charlie 1B 6-2 234 7 New Mexico 15 
74 Bergold, Scott T 67 263 2 Wisconsin 16 
18 Birdsong, Carl P 6-0 192 6 Southwest Oklahoma St. 16 
71 Bostic, Joe G 63 268 8 Clemson 16 
12 Brunner, Scott QB 65 215 6 Delaware 16 
64 Clark, Randy C 6-4 270 7 Northern Mlinois 16 
66 Dawson, Doug G 6-3 267 3 Texas 16 
73 Duda, Mark OT 6-3 279 4 Maryland 16 
86 Duncan, Ciyde WR 62 211 3 Tennessee i 
31 Ferrell, Earl RB 6-0 224 5 East Tennessee State 11 
65 Galloway, David DT 63 279 5 Florida 16 
87 Gray, Earnest WR 6-3 195 8 Memphis State 5 
81 Green, Roy WR 6-0 195 8 Henderson State 13 
75 Greer, Curtis DE 6-4 258 7 Michigan 16 
35 Griffin, Jeff CB 6-0 185 6 Utah 12 
50 Harris, Bob 1B 6-2 223 4 Auburn 10 
59. tHoward, Thomas (B 6-2 220 10 Texas Tech 3 
42 Johnson, Bobby S 6-0 187 “4 Texas 1 
54 Junior, EJ. LB 6-3 235 6 Alabama 16 
89 LaFletir, Greg TE 6-4 236 6 Louisiana State 16 
15 Lomax, Nell QB 6-3 215 6 Portland State 16 
40 Love, Randy RB 6-1 224 8 Houston 12 
47 Mack, Cedric CB 6-0 194 4 Baylor 16 
80 Marsh, Dou TE 63 238 7 Michigan 16 
76 Mays, Stafford DE 6-2 255 7 Washington 16 
14 Melvor, Rick QB 6-4 210 3 Texas 2 

Miller, Danny K 5-10 172 2 Miami (Fla.) 20 
30 +Mitchell, Stump RB 5-9 188 6 The Citadel 16 
51 Monaco, Rob C 6-3 283 2 Vanderbilt 6 
34 Mumford, Tony RB 6-0 215 2 Penn State 2 
38 Nelson, Lee S 5-10 185 11 Florida State 13 
57 Noga, Niko Buel nes5u ne Hawaii 16 
85 Novacek, Jay WR 6-4 217 2 Wyoming 16 
53 Nunn, Freddie Joe LB 6-4 228 2 Mississippi 16 
23 Perrin, Benny S 62 175 5 Alabama 7 
63 tRobbins, Tootie T 65 302 5 East Carolina 12 
72 Ralph, Dan DT 6-4 260 2 Oregon *0 
56 tScott, Carlos T/C 6-4 285 4 Texas-El Paso 16 
67 Sharpe, Luis T 64 260 5 UCLA 16 
84 Smith, J.T. WR/KR 6-2 185 9 North Texas State 14 
61 Smith, Lance G 62 262 2 Louisiana State 14 
45 Smith, Leonard S 5-11 202 4 McNeese State 16 
44 Smith, Wayne cB 6-0 170 7 Purdue 16 
83 +Tilley, Pat WR 5-10 178 11 Louisiana Tech 16 
33 Walker, Quentin RB 6-1 201 2 Virginia *0 
48 Washington, Lionel CB 6-0 188 4 Tulane 5 
24 Wolfley, Ron RB 6-0 222 2 West Virginia 16 
43 Young, Lonnie cB/S 6-1 182 2 Michigan State 16 


*Miller last active with Colts in '82 and Stallions (USFL) in ’85; Ralph and Walker missed ’85 season 
due to injury. 
jption playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Cardinals in’85—K Jess Atkinson (2 games), K Novo Bojovic (6), DT Elois Grooms 
(5), RB Perry Harrington (11), S Liffort Hobley (5), K Neil O'Donoghue (8), LB Danny Spradlin (7). 
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he Chicago Bears have been 
immortalized in the verses of 
“The Super Bowl Shuffle.” 
They live on in the fable of the 
Refrigerator and his television 
commercials and wrestling exhibitions 
and touchdowns from the running-back 
position. They are personified by the 
recklessness of Jim McMahon. And what 
will the quarterback say to us on his next 
headband? 

These Bears are the National Football 
League's proudest, most dominant cham- 
pions of the decade. They did away with 
15 opponents in 16 regular-season games 
last year. They joked through their two 
playoff games, letting the New York 
Giants and Los Angeles Rams score zero 
points. 

Then they blitzed the New England Pa- 
triots by the tune of 46-10 in Super Bowl 
XX. It had never been that lopsided in the 
NFL's showcase game. 

Despite their success, the Bears turned 
out to be miserable and grouchy. McMa- 
hon walked off the field after the Super 
Bowl as though he’d just been stopped for 
running a stop sign. Walter Payton, a.k.a. 
Sweetness, strolled off with a face contort- 
ed with pain, Sweetness hadn't scored, 
Rookie lineman William Perry, the 
Fridge, had. 

Payton, the NFL's all-time rushing lead- 
er, wasn’t given the ball at the Patriots’ 
1-yard line late in the third quarter. Perry 
was, “He (Payton) should have been car- 
rying the ball," McMahon groused. “But 
that’s not my decision, 

“I'm supposed to be on top of tt > world 
right now, but I feel like it's just another 
ball game.” 

“Was I upset?” said Payton, who also 
was ignored on earlier Chicago scoring 
plays at the Patriots’ 2- and 1-yard lines. 

“Yes, I was upset. 

“Was I disappointed? Yes, I was disap- 
pointed. Maybe in time it'll be better for 
me, But right now, it’s just another ball 
game. 

“The championship ring? I can’t even 
wear it.” 

These Bears are as sour as they are 
sweet as another season approaches, 
After all, they are confronted by one of 
the new themes in pro sports: Champions 
don't repeat; the days of the dynasty are 
dead. 

Sure, Green Bay won consecutive Super 
Bowls (1967, 1968), So did Miami (1973, 
1974), And Pittsburgh accomplished the 
feat twice (1975-1976 and 1979-1980). But 
the Super Bow! has been a potpourri ever 
since the Oakland Raiders beat Philadel- 
phia in January 1981. 

“They deserve to take some bows,” 
Coach Mike Ditka said of his Bears. “My 
only question to them will be: ‘Are you 
satisfied?’ 

“Tf they're satisfied, then they'll find a 


Jerry Green 


Chicago Coach Mike Ditka will try 


to bring his Bears back to earth. 
Rw SS EEE 


way to take a lot of shortcuts and be medi- 
ocre. 

“Every individual thinks they're the 
reason you won—and a lot of emphasis is 
placed on individuals. 

“T think the job of the coaching staff is 
to get them back down to earth. What you 
do in 1985 has no bearing on what you do 
in 1986.” 

Still, the Bears should repeat and re- 
peat in a waltz in the National Confer- 
ence’s Central Division. Whatever degree 
of complacency or inertia may exist, they 
simply have more talent than Minnesota, 
Tampa Bay, Green Bay and Detroit. 

Ditka and defensive coordinator Buddy 
Ryan, who has left to become head coach 
of the Philadelphia Eagles, were barely 
cordial to each other last year. Ryan, ar- 
chitect of the Bears’ “46” defense, re- 
ceived as much credit for Chicago's suc- 
cess as the boss. 

They plainly did not get along, particu- 
larly after Ryan called Perry a wasted 
draft choice. 

So how are things in 1986, with Vince 
Tobin, former United States Football 
League assistant coach, in charge of the 
defense? 

“I've never seen our defensive coaching 
staff so cohesive or work together like it 
has this year,” Ditka said in an early as- 
sessment. “Before, it was a one-man 
show.” 

The show has changed again at Minne- 
sota. Les Steckel coached the Vikings in 
1984, Bud Grant guided the team in 1985 
and Jerry Burns will be at the helm in 
1986. 

Grant, who retired after coaching the 
Vikes from 1967 through 1983 but came 
back for one season after Steckel’s club 
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lost 13 games, has returned to the life of 
an outdoorsman, 

Burns, a longtime assistant to Grant 
and a former aide to Vince Lombardi at 
Green Bay, has been on the staff of six 
Super Bowl teams. But, he repeatedly was 
passed over when head-coaching jobs be- 
came available. And Burns was a consis- 
tent applicant, everywhere. 

A bit of an irreverent soul, Burns is a 
bright football man who has been around 
winners. The Vikings, 7-9 last season, like- 
ly will continue their rejuvenation. 

‘Tampa Bay appears a cinch to improve 
on its 2-14 record simply because Coach 
Leeman Bennett's Buccaneers drafted Bo 
Jackson and because quarterback Steve 
Young has some NFL experience. 

In a strange development, though, the 
‘Tampa Tribune ran a poll before the draft 
about Jackson. A majority of respondents 
said the Bucs should draft somebody else, 
or trade the rights to Bo. This is the run- 
ner who graded out higher in the scouting 
combines’ analyses than O.J, Simpson. 

Forrest Gregg’s Green Bay Packers are 
riddled with confusion. Runners-up to the 
Bears in the NFC Central last year at 8-8, 
they still were seven games in arrears. 

The Packers’ problem is at quarter- 
back. Contending for the job at the start of 
the summer were Lynn Dickey, Vince 
Ferragamo, Randy Wright, draftee Rob- 
bie Bosco and Jim Zorn. Together they 
cannot make one Bart Starr. 

One thing can be said about the Pack. 
ers; They've been consistent in recent 
years, at least record-wise. Green Bay has 
finished 8-8 in four of the last five ceacane. 

The Detroit Lions, 7-9 in '85, face mas- 
sive rebuilding in Coach Darryl Rogers’ 
second year. Injury-plagued Billy Sims 
cannot come back. Wilbert Montgomery 
has retired. Doug English tearfully was 
forced into retirement by a serious injury 
to his 18%4-inch neck. 

But the Lions drafted smartly, choosing 
Towa quarterback Chuck Long in the first 
round. While Eric Hipple, the incumbent, 
remains Rogers’ choice at quarterback, 
there’s little reason for Detroit to hold off 
on Long. With the rookie at the controls, 
and patience exercised, the Lions could 
take aim on a gradual climb to where the 
Bears are. Well, somewhere in that vicin- 
ity. © 
Jerry Green is a sports columnist for the Detroit 
News. 
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SINCE NFL PRO CAPS I 

saoses 100% WOOL CAP WITH TEAM NAME & CITY 
EMBROIDERED INTO FRONT OF CAP. I 
ADJUSTABLE, 1 SIZE FITS ALL. $41 500 
ALL TEAMS IN STOCK Y 


NFL MESH CAPS I 
ADJUSTABLE, 1 SIZE FITS ALL. 

TEAM NAME EMBROIDERED 

INTO FRONT OF CAP. I 


ALL TEAMS IN STOCK $1 gre 


340 MAIN STREET, HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 
$4500. PRO BASEBALL CAPS 
each 


‘SAME EXACT CAPS WORN BY THE PROS! 


‘ALL TEAMS AVAILABLE. JUST STATE SIZE AND TEAMS WANTED. 
HOME and ROAD MODELS AVAILABLE, AS TEAMS WEAR. 


PRO NFL JERSEYS 
Full pro cut, double shoulder, short sleeve, tapered ff 
body, in full home team colors. Pre-numbered with 


Sizes:06% C6, O7 O% O7% O% O7% OM OM popular players number, ALL TEAMS IN STOCK! 
Team Wanted, Adult Sizes: $4Q9 
OSOMOLOXLOXxt 49 ea 


TMLB PRO BATTING PRACTICE JERSEY 
‘ACTUAL JERSEY WORN BY PLAYERS BEFORE GAME! 
ALL TEAMS IN STOCK (Except Dodgers, Red Sox, Brewers) 
Sis: $ OM OL O XL 0 XXL $9500 
[Team wanted each 


PRO BASEBALL JERSEYS 

‘SAME EXACT JERSEYS WORN BY PLAYERS. Machine Washable. 

SE ESSSEWSUONOS” gp noe 
See A 

IT ees 38 ch 


_—_———_— 
1 OLD TEAM PRO GAPS 


SAME CAPS AS WORN BY PLAYERS & TEAMS OF YESTERYEAR 
Brooklyn Dodgers] Wahoo Indians Ci Call. Angels w/ Halo 
Body Bled Orloles = CI N.Y. Giants) SU.L. Browns C) White C) Brown 


Bhd Weed ras Saat Pets Cardinals C2 Navy C1 Navy/Ras ADULT NFL JERSEYS 


Ci Senators C Navy C Red © Boston Braves ©) White Sox C) Red © Black 
V-neck, 1/4 length sie ingle shoulder, 
MANY MORE IN STOCK! Team Wanted | ———______ $9950 sewn-on knitted NFL striping. Screened 
L Sizes:064 O64 O7 O7% O7 OT U7 OM OTK each player number on front and back with team name 
‘on front. All teams in stock in Adult sizes 


COTTON FLANNEL OLD TEAM JERSEYS ‘Adult C1S(36) COM(38-40) $4995 
a 


100% COTTON FLANNEL, AS WORN IN THE 30's & 40's. Sizes: C1L(42-44) COXL(46-48) 


FULL BUTTON FRONT. $39°5 
Sizes: SC MOLO Xt (O XXL $47.95) each 
Presburgh i Cubs © Detrot 


; lo NFL SWEATSHIRTS 


Wanted, 


NFL PRO JACKETS 
100% stretch nylon knit collar, cuff and waistband. 
Authentic team jacket with shoulder insert or sleeve 
stripes, as team wear. Quilted lining, snap front. 
Fully washable. Sizes: OS OM OL'OXt. 

*4Gers, Raiders, Redskins, Eagles $95 63, 

die Io team lettering across back. 

MLB Jackets $65 ea. (except Angels. $85) 

CG MML Jackets $70 68. Nak sachet 473 9 § 81900 
Team name wanted each 
ALL TEAMS AVAILABLE © MLB » FL » NBA » NHL 


FULL COLOR T-SHIRTS (50/50 Cotton Poly) $gos ALL TEAMS IN STOCK! 
Sizes: 0S © cach FULL TEAM COLORS. 
c ¢ [enn 50/50 Poly/Cotton, 
NFL T-SHIRTS 
SHORT SLEEVE 
1 PRO NBA JERSEYS Uae $ge5 


‘SAME JERSEY AS TEAM WEARS. $995 
Popular Player's Number included 

Sizes: 0 36 O) 38.) 40 0) 42.0 44 0 46 
Koes i Royal C) White C Wats White C2 Bulls Red 76ers Red 
(Lakers Ci Purple 3 Goid C Coties 3 Green C2 White 


| REPLICA NBA JERSEYS 
100% STRETCH NYLON JERSEY, 
Popular Player's Number included a 
Sizes: SOMOLOXL 
(aie C) 76ers Klos C Lakers C) Bulls C) Nate 


T NBA T-SHIRTS so/20rov/corion 
WITH TEAM DESIGN ON FRONT $g95 
ea 


TO ORDER BY PHONE: VISA-MC—AMEX 
MINIMUM CREDIT CARD ORDER $15.00 


1-800-MANNYS-1 son, 


FOR INFORMATION PHONE US DIRECT AT: 


1-201-488-0154 (10am-sem) 


Mail this form or one of your own with check, 
money order, or credit card number to: 
MANNY’S BASEBALL LAND 
340 MAIN STREET, DEPT. SNF86 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 


Sizes:O'S OM GL OXLO 
CD Colties C 76ers (2 Knicks C) Lakers © Nets 
(All Baseball and Football Teams also in stock) 


PENNANTS All Teams in Stock: NFL-MLB-NBA-NHL 
SUPERBOWL BUTTONS Large 312" Size - All Superbowis in Stock 
SUPERBOWL CHAMPIONS PENNANT SET Complete with 20 Buttons. 
NFL WRISTBANDS All Teams in Stock (Baseball Teams also) 

NFL KNIT CAPS All Teams in Stock 
COWBOYS Yearbooks © 197201 73.5 75 

J] DOLPHIN Yoarbooks © 1984 1985 
GIANTS Yearbooks C1971 876 168 
JETS Yearbooks ©) 197101720730 740 750775 78 
PACKERS Yearbooks (i 19690 700 740 760 78 eee ene Add 33.00 for Poalape and Handiin 
PACKERS Yearbooks (i 197803 811 62 83.0 4(185 (286. ;o0 Noribostage 9 

I NHL Jerseys: Blackhawks, Kings $52.50 ea. Oilers, islanders i z * Please allow 2-6 weeks for delivery * Money Back Guarantee 

Bruins, Mapileats, Rangers, Devis Send $2.00 for full catalog ... 
I Conan, Wc, Mog 2. thes, lc, FULL CATALOG FREE WITH ANY PURCHASE! 
nueks, Flyers, Capitols, Jets, ich Any Advortisied Price. If you see the sam: sm advertised 
beacge lonacr rail for less, just send us the ad with your order or within 30 cays of receiving 
the item from us. We will refund or credit your the difference. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
STATE ZIP. 
CARD NO. EXP. DATE. 
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‘Sizes: Cl Small Ci Medium Ci Large Ci XLarge (includes ail emblems) 
NHL T-SHIRTS: Blackhawks, Bruins, Islanders, Rangers, Flyers. Oilers, Devils 
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On the Growl 


But Are Bears 
Hungry Enough 
To Win Again? 


By KEVIN LAMB 


ike Ditka liked to talk 
about the pleasant clang- 
ing of barbells he heard 
the week after the Chica- 
go Bears won the Super 
Bowl. It was a good sign, he kept saying. 

The Bears’ coach was not idly philoso- 
phizing when he talked about reaching 
the top of the mountain and asking if the 
price paid was worth the reward, He ex- 
pected his players to ask that question, 
and he expected the answer to be yes. 
The man they call “Laser Eyes” would do 
all he could to stare this complacency 
problem into submission. 

Can he? Tom Flores and Bill Walsh 
aren't bad coaches, but they couldn't. 
Their Raiders and 49ers won Super Bowls 
by 29 and 22 points, respectively, but 
couldn't get past the wild-card round one 
year later. Only one of the last six Super 
Bowl winners (the 1983 Redskins) has 
even come back to the championship 
game, and none has won it. Fully aware of 
that, Ditka said, “I don’t believe in the 
word ‘dynasty. 

While Ditka was listening to his weight- 
room rhapsody last winter, alarms were 
shrieking from the nine Bears in the Pro 
Bowl. Defensive players were grousing 
about the loss of coordinator Buddy Ryan, 
now Philadelphia’s coach, Walter Payton 
was pouting about not scoring in the 
Super Bowl. Defensive lineman Richard 
Dent, the Super Bowl MVP, was vowing to 
sit out the 1986 season if his contract de- 
mands weren't met. 

In the next few weeks, cornerback Les- 
lie Frazier was pronounced out for the 
season after reconstructive knee surgery. 
The Bears also may have lost wide receiv- 
er Dennis McKinnon for the season. His 
knee surgery was less serious than Fra- 
zier’s, but his doctor said he needed a 
year's rest. If he and Frazier miss 32 
starts, that will be five more starts lost to 
injuries than the Bears had all last season, 

On top of Dent's threats, the contracts 
of a dozen more veterans expired. Even 
“The Super Bowl Shuffle” lost its swagger. 
Local prosecutors dressed down the pro- 
moters for dragging their feet over how 
much mouey really would go to charity. 

“We're not as good a team as we were a 
month ago,” quarterback Jim McMahon 
said in February. 

Much of the pressure to bring the Bears 
back will fall on Ryan's successor, Vince 
Tobin. He still has the players from the 


Speedy Willie Gault is the deep 
threat in Chicago’s passing attack. 
a 


NFL's No. 1 defense the last two years, 
but he must convince them Buddy Ryan 
did not invent strong defense. 

It helps that Tobin likes a lot of the 
same things Ryan likes. He likes to keep 
offenses off balance with variety and 
pressure, He even used a clone of Ryan’s 
“46” defense with the Baltimore Stars, 
where he coached the United States Foot- 
ball League's top defense in points al- 
lowed for three years. If Ditka had hired a 
play-it-safe proponent of zone defense, the 
players would have rolled their eyes all 
through training camp. 

Tobin coached a 3-4 defense for the 
Stars, where middle linebacker Sam Mills 
called him “the Buddy Ryan of the USFL.” 
But he coached a 4-3 before that in Cana- 
da. He said he wouldn't commit one way 
or another until training camp. 

The decision could depend on whether 
the Bears’ fourth linebacker is better than 
their fourth lineman. Or it could depend, if 
Dent shows up, on whether Dent is a more 
dangerous pass rusher moving around at 
linebacker than he has been at end, 
where he led the league in sacks last year. 
“You don’t want to do anything that would 
take him out of what he does best,” Tobin 
said, The same apparently applies to de- 
fensive end Dan Hampton and middle 
linebacker Mike Singletary. They've said 
they didn’t think they would be as effec- 
tive in a 3-4 defense. 

William Perry was a classic nose tackle 
in college, but Ditka fantasized aloud last 
winter about putting him at end, where he 
would be harder to double-team. One play- 
er who might nudge Tobin toward a 3-4 is 
Ron Rivera, a second-round linebacker in 
1984 who hasn’t been able to crack the 
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Bermuda Triangle of Singletary, Otis Wil- 
son and Wilber Marshall. Dent's possible 
absence and the oft-injured knees of 
Hampton and tackle Steve McMichael are 
other considerations. 

Even without Dent and 1985 holdouts Al 
Harris and Todd Bell, the defense can 
field four former first-round picks and 
four more from the second. Their first two 
1985 choices, Perry and cornerback Reg- 
gie Phillips, scored touchdowns in the 
Super Bowl. Perry's was on offense, but 
Ditka stressed that was not a one-year 
stunt. 

Phillips has the inside track to replace 
Frazier. Even Ryan, loath as he was to 
use rookies, said he was good enough to 
start a year ago. He said the same thing 
about Ken Taylor, an undrafted rookie 
last year, This year's No, 2 choice, Vestee 
Jackson (Washington), joins the corner- 
back battle that may seep over to Mike 
Richardson's spot on the other side. 

McKinnon's absence figures to be more 
damaging. The passing game was the 
Bears’ most vulnerable area to start with. 
McKinnon had seven of their 17 touch- 
down catches, which included just 10 by 
wide receivers. Backup wide receivers 
caught 19 passes—17 by Ken Margerum, 
who returned impressively from 1984 
knee surgery. He was to start camp in 
McKinnon’s spot, but could have a stiff 
challenge from third-round rookie David 
Williams (Illinois), who had 186 caiches in 
the last two seasons. Veteran halfback 
Dennis Gentry also joins the flanker bat- 
tle. 

Willie Gault could make the passing 
game look better if he continues to play as 
he did in the playoffs. Tight end looks 
more than adequate after Emery Moore- 
head and Tim Wrightman combined for 
59 catches, It would help for McMahon to 
have an injury-free season. He led NFC 
passers before his injuries the last two 
seasons. 

The passing game improved signifi- 
cantly last year. If it becomes a consistent 
threat, it would be hard to imagine how 
the Bears can be beaten. Payton keeps 
grinding out yards as though his legs are 
bionic and first-round halfback Neal An- 
derson (Florida) may be able to keep 
Ditka from waking up nights at the spec- 
ter of the NFL's all-time rushing leader on 
a stretcher. Matt Suhey is a good fullback. 
The line sent two players to the Pro Bowl 
—tackle Jim Covert and center Jay Hil- 
genberg, It’s young and deep. 

The Bears were the youngest team in 
the NFC last year. Ten of the 22 starters 
were born in the '60s, Ten rookies made 
the team last year and Ditka isn’t afraid 
to keep more than a handful this year if it 
will improve the depth. 

The Bears’ best rookie last season may 
not have been Perry or Phillips but in- 
stead placekicker Kevin Butler, who con- 
nected on 31 of 37 field-goal attempts and 


all 51 extra-point attempts to lead the 
league with 144 points. 

The rest of the NFC was a distant blur 
in the Bears’ rearview mirror last season. 
They played all five other teams that won 
10 games and beat them, 160-20, com- 
bined. “One of the greatest teams in the 
history of the game,” New England Coach 
Raymond Berry said after the 46-10 Super 
Bowl victory over the Patriots made the 
Bears’ aggregate playoff score—including 
successive shutouts—91-10. But Ditka 
hears that almost every year—rarely 
about the same team twice in a row. 

“You don't judge a team on one game 
or a playoff series or one year,” Ditka said 
after the Super Bowl. “People look back 
at the great Packer teams and the great 
Steeler teams. I think that’s the mark of a 
champion, to be able to do it over a period 
of time. I believe you take them one at a 
time. We'll try to do the same thing next 
year.” i 


1986 SCHEDULE 


‘9—at Tampa Bay.. 
Nov. 16—at Atlanta 


Dec. 15—at Detroit (Mon.) 
Dec. 21—at Dalla’ 


6 
PLT; 
NFC SEMIFINAL GAME 
21 N.Y. Giants. 0 (H) 62,076 
NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


24 LA. Rams. 0 (H) 63,522 
NFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 

46 New England.. 10 (*) 73,818 

(*)Superdome, New Orleans. 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 


1. ANDERSON, Neal RB Florida 
2. JACKSON, Vestee DB Washington 

3. WILLIAMS, David WR. illinois 

4. BLAIR, Paul Oklahoma State 
5. BARNES, Lew WR Oregon 

6. POWELL, Jeff RB Tennessee 

7. JONES, Bruce DB North Alabama 
8. DOUGLASS, Maurice DB Kentucky 

9. TELTSCHIK, John P Texas 

10. HUNDLEY, Barton DB Kansas State 

11. KOZLOWSKI, Glen WR Brigham Young 
12; Choice to San Diego 


Chicago Bears middle lin 


ebacker Mike Singletary. 
NFL Games 
No. Name . Exp. Birthdate College In’85 
86 Anderson, Brad 3 Arizona 4 
60 Andrews, Tom 3 Louisville 14 
84 Baschnagel, Brian 10 Ohio State *0 
25 +Bell, Todd 5 Ohio State °0 
79 Becker, Kurt G 65 5 Michigan 3 
62 tBortz, Mark G 66 269 4 Towa 16 
8 Buford, Maury PSéa 191 35 Texas Tech 16 
6 Butler, Kevin K 61 204 2 Georgia 16 
54 Cabral, Brian LB 6-1 227 8 Colorado 1 
Cameron, Jack DB 6-0 182 2 Winston-Salem State 0 
74 Covert, Jim 64 271 4 Pittsburgh 15 
95 Dent, Richard DE 6-5 263 4 Tennessee State 1 
Donley, Doug WR 6-0 178 5 Ohio State °0 
22 tDuerson, Dave S 61 203 4 Notre Dame 15 
88 Dunsmore, Pat TE 6-3 237 3 Drake *0 
45 tFencik, Gary S 61 19% 11 Yale 16 
21 tFrazier, Leslie CB 6-0 187 6 Alcorn State 16 
71 Frederick, Andy T 66 265 10 New Mexico 16 
4 Fuller, Steve QB 6-4 195 8 1- 5-57 Clemson 16 
83 Gault, Willie WR 61 183 4 9- 5-60 Tennessee 16 
23 Gayle, Shaun CB 5-11 193 3 3. 8-62 Ohio State 16 
29 Gentry, Dennis RB 5-8 181 5 210-59 Baylor 16 
99 Hampton, Dan DT 6-5 267 8 9-19-57 Arkansas 16 
90 tHartis, Al 1B 65 253 7 12-31-56 Arizona State 20 
73 Hartenstine, Mike DE 6-3 254 12 7-27-53 Penn State 16 
63 Hilgenberg, Jay € 6-3 258 6 3-21-59 Iowa 16 
75 Humphries, Stefan G 63 263 3 1-20-62 Michigan i 
Jones, Gordon WR 6-0 190 6 7-25-57 Pittsburgh 70 
98 Keys, Tyrone DE 6-7 267 4 10-24-59 Mississippi State 16 
89 Krenk, Mitch TE 6-2 233 2 11-19-59 Nebraska 20 
82 Margerum, Ken WR 6-0 180 5 10- 5-58 Stanford 16 
58 Marshall, Wilber LB 6-1 225 3 41862 Florida 16 
85 McKinnon, Dennis WR 6-1 185 4 8-22-61 Florida State 14 
9 McMahon, Jim Q6 6-1 190 5 8-21-59 Brigham Young 3 
76 McMichael, Steve DT 6-2 260 7 10-17-57 Texas 1 
87 Moorehead, Emery TE 6-2 220 10 3-22-54 Colorado 15 
51 Morrissey, Jim LB 6-3 215 2 12-24-62 Michigan State 15 
89 Ortego, Keith WR 6-0 180 2 8-30-63 McNeese State zi 
34 Payton, Walter RB 5-10 202 12 7-25-54 Jackson State 1 
72 Perry, William: OT 6-2 308 2 12-16-62 Clemson 16 
48 Phillips, Reggie CB/S 5-10 170 2 12-12-60 Southern Methodist 16 
53 Rains, Dan LB 6-1 229 3 4-26-53 Cincinnati 20 
27 Richardson, Mike CB 6-0 188 4 5-23-61 Arizona State 14 
59 Rivera, Ron LB 6-3 239 3 © 1- 7-62 California 16 
20 Sanders, Thomas RB 5-11 203 2 1 4-62 TexasA&M 15 
50 Singletary, Mike LB 6-0 228 6 10- 9-58 Baylor 16 
Stracka, Tim TE 6-3 225 3 9-27-59 Wisconsin *0 
26 Suhey, Matt RB 5-11 216 7 7- 7-58 Penn State 16 
31 Taylor, Ken CB 6-1 185 2 9- 2-63 Oregon State . 16 
57 Thayer, Tom G/C 6-4 261 2 8-16-61 Notre Dame 16 
33 Thomas, Calvin RB 5-11 245 5 1- 7-60 Illinois 14 
Thorp, Don NT 6-4 260 2 7-10-62 Illinois th 
52 tThrift, Cliff LB 6-1 230 8 3-! East Central Oklahoma 16 
18 Tomezak, Mike QB 6-1 195 2 10-23-62 Ohio State 6 
78 Van Horne, Keith T 6-6 280 6 11- 6-57 Southern California 16 
70 Waechter, Henry DT 65 275 5 2-13-59 Nebraska 3 
55 Wilson, Otis LB 6-2 232 7 9-15-57 Louisville 16 
80 Wrightman, Tim TE 6-3 237 2 3-27-60 UCLA 16 


“Baschnagel, Dunsmore, Krenk and Rains missed ‘85 season due to injury; Bell and Harris last active 
with Bears in ‘84; Cameron last active with Bears in ‘84; Donley last active with Cowboys in ‘84; Jones 
last active with Rams in '84; Stracka last active with Browns in 84; Thorp last active with Saints in ‘84. 

Option playout; subject to developments. 

Also played with Bears in ‘85—WR James Maness (8). 
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First-Degree Burns 


New Coach Plans 
To Bring Vikings 
Out of the Cold 


By BOB SANSEVERE 


bove all, Jerry Burns hates 

cold weather. That's fine to 

say if you live in Florida or 

California or even Iowa. But 

it is heresy of sorts to admit 
such a thing in Minnesota, the land of 
10,000 frozen lakes and incalculable Nor- 
dic descendants. 

Minnesotans pride themselves on their 
perseverance. When it’s subzero out, they 
don’t complain. They just button up their 
parkas and their lips. Not Burns. 

“If I had my preference where to 
coach, it would be San Diego,” Burns said. 
“{'m a warm-weather guy.” 

Imagine the coach of the Minnesota 
Vikings saying such a thing. Bud Grant, 
the old glacier himself, would never make 
such an utterance. 

Grant is the great outdoorsman. Burns 
is more the great indoorsman. “Ever 
since I've known him he’s complained 
about the cold,” Vikings General Manager 
Mike Lynn said. “He sits in his office and 
says, ‘Turn the heat on.’ In the fall, when 
it’s 70 degrees out, he’s got all his winter 
clothes and his long johns on.” 

Burns has lasted through nearly two 
decades worth of Minnesota winters, hav- 
ing joined the Vikings’ coaching staff in 
1968. The thing about him is that he 
adapts. Whether it’s the Minnesota weath- 
er or the Minnesota Vikings, he makes do. 

His most difficult make-do period was 
1984. After Grant retired as Vikings’ 
coach for the first time, longtime aide 
Burns—the man in charge of the Vikes’ 
offense—was passed over and Les Steck- 
el, his subordinate, was leapfrogged from 
receivers coach to head coach. 

Burns almost left the Vikings at that 
juncture, but stayed on after all. Steckel 
was fired after Minnesota's 3-13 record in 
"84 and Grant came back—for one season. 

Burns became head coach last January, 
when Grant retired for the second time. 

Until his promotion, Burns had been 
adaptable and innovative as the Vikings’ 
offensive coordinator. When he arrived in 
Minnesota, he inherited a backfield of 
Dave Osborn and Bill Brown and made 
the Vikings into a punishing running 
team. Later, with Chuck Foreman in- 
Stalled in a one-back offense long before it 
became the rage, the Vikings were more 
diversified and threw the ball all over the 
place. 

“You build your house with the materi- 
als at hand,” Burns said. “Tell me to build 
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Quarterback Tommy Kramer (above) will pull the Vikings’ offensive trig- 
ger while strong safety Joey Browner is the class of Minnesota’s defense. 


a house and put a bunch of bricks out 
there, and obviously it will be a brick 
house. If there’s wood, it'll be a wood 
house. If there’s glass, it will be a glass 
house. You've got to go with what you've 
got 

In 1986, Burns will have to go with a 
team coming off a 7-9 National Football 
League season, a team that lost five 
games by a total of 16 points, a team that 
is changing its defensive alignment, a 
team that plays in the same division as 
the defending Super Bow! champions. 

He’s making do. 

Burns plans to stick with quarterback 
Tommy Kramer, who has played one 16- 
game season in his nine-year NFL career. 
The Vikings could have drafted Iowa’s 
Chuck Long (before trading their original 
first-round draft position), but Burns stuck 
to his guns and criticized those who 
claimed Kramer was what ailed the club. 

“T've said all along Tommy Kramer is 
our quarterback,” Burns reiterated. 
“We've got to give him a stronger sup- 
porting cast. Once we shore up that offen- 
sive line, it'll be better. He’s got to have 
time to throw.” 

The Vikings allowed 45 sacks—a mid- 
dle-range figure—last season. But Kramer 
often avoided sacks by unloading the ball 
out of bounds or over a receiver's head or 
into a defender’s hands. He had an NFL- 
high 26 interceptions. On the other hand, 
he threw for 19 touchdowns and 3,522 
yards. 


Offensive linemen Curtis Rouse, Brent 
Boyd, Dennis Swilley, Terry Tausch and 
Tim Irwin—and others—will have to give 
Kramer better protection. In what may 
prove a crucial move in this area, Burns 
believes he bought Kramer more time— 
and hopefully more yardage and touch- 
downs—when he traded two second-round 
draft choices to the New York Giants for 
the NFL rights to offensive tackle Gary 
Zimmerman, considered the United 
States Football League’s best lineman. 

“I liken this guy to Ron Yary. He could 
be All-Pro,” said Burns, willing to mention 
Zimmerman’s name in the same breath 
with the Vikings’ longtime (1968-1982) 
great lineman. “The addition of Zimmer- 
man can’t be underestimated. The past 
four or five years, left tackle has been an 
Achilles’ heel to our offense.” 

On the subject of Greek mythology, 
Anthony Carter sort of became the Vik- 
ings’ Hermes, their messenger to the end 
zone. Carter averaged a touchdown every 
5.4 receptions in 1985. 

Carter had 43 catches for 821 yards and 
eight touchdowns. It wasn’t until the sea- 
son was more than half over that Carter 
started paying dividends on his five-year, 
$2 million contract. He had 14 receptions 
for 230 yards and three touchdowns in the 


first 10 games. In the final six, he had 29 
catches for 591 yards and five touch- 
downs. 

Aside from Carter, Kramer will throw 
to Steve Jordan (whose 68 receptions led 
National Conference tight ends), running 
back Darrin Nelson (43 catches) and wide 
receivers Mike Jones (46) and Leo Lewis 
(29) and maybe Buster Rhymes (five). 
Rhymes, as a rookie in 1985, set an NFL 
record for kickoff-return yards (1,345), but 
he underwent drug rehabilitation twice 
after the season and might be helping 
himself instead of the Vikings in 1986. 

One of the biggest draft needs was for a 
big running back to complement the 5- 
foot-9, 180-pound Nelson, who rushed for 
893 yards and a 45-yard average. Howev- 
er, the Vikings didn’t claim one until the 
sixth round (Illinois’ Thomas Rooks). The 
hope is that Alfred Anderson, Minnesota’s 
leading rusher as a rookie in 1984, re- 
bounds from injuries, inconsistencies and 
a 12l-yard season. 

The Vikings had 15 rookies and first- 
year players in 1985, including onetime 
USFL players like Carter and defensive 
tackle Keith Millard. The Vikings figure 
to have up to 10 rookies or second-year 
players starting this season, including 
more than half of the defense. The Vik- 


ings’ defense improved from dead last in 
the NFL in 1984 to 16th last season. 

The Vikings, under new defensive coor- 
dinator Floyd Peters, are switching from 
a 3-4 to a 4-3 defense. Doug Martin, a 
seven-year veteran, looks solid at one end 
spot. Millard and Tim Newton, rookies 
last season, will line up at tackle and first- 
round draft pick Gerald Robinson of Au- 
burn is expected to alternate with 12-year 
veteran Mark Mullaney at the other end 
Position. Robinson, a pass-rush fiend, 
would play on passing downs, Mullaney 
against the run. 

Robinson was chosen to bolster Minne- 
sota’s sack attack. The Vikings had 33 
sacks in 1985, ranking 26th in the NFL. 
Millard nailed the quarterback 11 times. 

Middle linebacker Scott Studwell, a 10- 
year veteran, will be sandwiched between 
a couple of kids—1985 first-round choice 
Chris Doleman at right outside linebacker 
and former USFLer David Howard on the 
left. 

The star of the secondary is strong safe- 
ty Joey Browner, the Vikings’ lone Pro 
Bowl competitor. He might be surrounded 
by a whole new crew. Issiac Holt, the Vik- 
ings’ second-round draftee in ’85, is ex- 
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pected to start at one cornerback slot, 
while Carl Lee, Rufus Bess and Willie 
Teal should battle for the other corner 
job. At free safety, the starter might be 
Kyle Morrell, a fourth-round draft selec- 
tion last year who missed the '85 season 
because of a knee injury. 

While Burns has a solid punter in Greg 
Coleman (a 42.8-yard average), he needs 
to find a replacement for Jan Stenerud, 
who retired after 19 pro seasons and an 
NFL-record 373 field goals. Among the 
placekicker candidates are free agents 
Luis Zendejas, Jeff Brockhaus and Chuck 
Nelson. 

“We're not in the category yet where 
we are recognized as legitimate contend- 
ers or recognized as a legitimate playoff 
team,” Burns said, “but I think that we are 
close enough that if we can get some de- 
velopment from our younger players and 
improvement from our veteran players, 
we can be a contending team for the play- 
offs.” 

Making the playoffs—now or in the 
very near future—is a must for Burns. He 
just hates to be left out in the cold. 


1986 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 7—DETROIT. 
Sept.14—at Tampa Bay.. 
Sept.21—PITTSBURGH.. 
Sept.28—GREEN BAY 

Oct. _5—at Chicago 

Oct. 12—at San Francisco 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 9—at Detroit. 
Nov. 16—NEW YORK GIANTS .. 
Nov. 23—at Cincinnati. 
Nov. 30—TAMPA BA’ 
Dec. 7—at Green Bay 
Dec. 14—at Houston .. 
Dec, 21—NEW ORLEAN! 


1985 RESULTS—(7-9) 
Vikings Opp. Att. 


28 San Francisc 21 (H) 57,375 
31 Tampa Bai 16 (A) 46,188 
24 Chicago 33 (H) 61/242 
27 Buffalo 20 (A) 45,667 
10 L.A. Rat 13 (A) 61,139 
17 Green Bay 20 (A) 54, 

21 San Diego.. 17 (H) 61,670 
9 Chicago 27 (A) 63,815 
16 Detroi 13 (H) 58, 

17 Green Bay 27 (H) 59,970 


23, New Orleans.. 
28 Philadelphi 
26 Tampa Ba} 


13 Atlanta.. 14 (A) 14,167 


35 Philadelphi 37 (H) 49,722 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 
Round and Player Position College 
1. Choice to San Diego 
1, ROBINSON, Gerald DE Auburn 
from G.B, through S.D, 
2, Choice to Tampa Bay 
through Miami 
3. Choice to San Diego 
4, PHILLIPS, Joe smu 
5. JONES, Hassan WR Florida State 
6. ROOKS, Thomas RB Illinois 
7. HILTON, Carl TE Houston 
8. SCHIPPANG, Gary T West Chester 
9. SLATON, Mike DB South Dakota 
10. CORMIER, Joe WR = Southern Cal 
11. ARMSTRONG, John DB Richmond 
12. SOLOMON, Jesse LB Florida State 


i 


Minnesota Vikings running back Darrin Nelson. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 
46 Anderson, Alfred RB 6-1 219 3 Baylor 
58 Ashley, Walker Lee LB 6-0 240 3 Penn State *0 
21 Bess, Rufus cB 5-9 187 8 South Carolina State 11 
59 Blair, Matt UB 6-5 242 13 Towa State 6 
13 Bono, Steve QB 6-3 216 2 UCLA 1 
62 +Boyd, Brent G 63 276 6 UCLA sy 
23 Brown, Ted RB 5-10 212 8 North Carolina State 14 
47 Browner, Joey DB 6-2 212 4 Southern California 16 
84 Carroll, Jay TE 6-4 232 3 Minnesota 16 
81 Carter, Anthony 2 Michigan 16 
Cephous, Frank 2 UCLA 20 
8 Coleman, Greg 10 Florida A&M 16 
56 Doleman, Chris 2 Pittsburgh 16 
73 Elshire, Neil 6 regon 16 
50 tFowikes, Dennis 4 West Virginia 15 
61 Hamilton, Wes 10 Tulsa 20 
30 Holt, Issiac 6 2 Alcorn State 15 
51 Hough, Jim 6 9 Utah State 4 
99 Howard, David 6 2 Cal State-Long Beach 16 
72 tHuffman, David 6 7 Notre Dame 15 
76 Irwin, Tim 6 6 Tennessee 16 
89 Jones, Mike 5 4 Tennessee State 16 
83 tJordan, Steve é 5 Brown 16 
9 Kramer, Tommy 6 10 Rice 15 
39 tLe, Carl 5 4 Marshall 15 
87 Lewis, Leo WR 5-8 171 6 Missouri 10 
63 Lowdermilk, Kirk C 63 263 2 Ohio State 16 
71 MacDonald, Mark G 64 267 2 Boston College 16 
56 Martin, Chris LB 6-2 233 4 Auburn R 
79 Martin, Doug DE 6-3 270 7 Washington 16 
53 Meamber, Tim WB 63 231 2 Washington 4 
75 Millard, Keith DE 6-6 260 2 Washington State 16 
86 +Mularkey, Mike TE 6-4 238 4 Florida 15 
77 Mullaney, Mark. DE 6-6 246 12 Colorado State 15 
Nelson, Chuck K 5-11 175 3 Washington °0 
20 Nelson, Darrin RB 5-9 183 5 Stanford 16 
96 Newton, Tim NT 6-0 283 2 Florida 16 
49 tNord, Keith S 60 192 7 St. Cloud State 16 
88 Rhymes, Buster WR 61 216 2 Oklahoma 15 
36 Rice, Allen RB 5-10 203 3 Baylor 14 
28 Rosnagle, Ted S 63 207 2 Portland State 6 
68 Rouse, Curtis G 6-3 322 5 Tenn.-Chattanooga 16 
74 Smith, Robert DE 65 255 2 Grambling 16 
55. Studwell, Scott LB 6-2 228 10 Minois 14 
67 +Swilley, Dennis C 63 257 9 Texas A&M 16 
66 fTausch, Terry T 65 275 5 Texas 16 
37 Teal, Willie CB 5-10 190 6 Louisiana State 16 
‘Thompson, Arland OL 6-4 265 4 aylor *0 
27 Turner, John CB 6-0 19% 9 Miami (Fin. x 
Turner, Maurice RB 5-11 200 3 Utah State #73 
85 White, Sammy WR 5-11 210 121 Grambling G 
11 Wilson, Wade QB 63 208 6 2 1-59 East Texas State 4 


“Ashley and Hamilton missed ‘85 season due to injury; Cephous last active with Gi: M 
Nelson last active with Bill in 84; Thompson last active With Colts in'82 ingens USF Ree 
M. Turner played 3 games with Packers, 10 with Vikings in ‘85. 4 ps silngers OSB ED, 
10; playout; subject to developments. 

{Jan Stenerud, 19-year kicker, 16 games in 85, 

played with Vikings in ‘65—LB Dennis Jofnson (8 games), LB Fred McNeil (10), 


Ret 
Also 


82 * The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 


FOR ALL FOOTBALL FANS: 


AFREE 
GIFT: 


WITH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


Look for the 


Sports Illustrated 


FREE OFFER in this copy of 


THE SPORTING NEWS 
PRO FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 


Time to Gamble 


Struggling Bucs 
Hope Bo Jackson 
Will Answer Call 


By DAVE SCHEIBER 


year ago, the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers began their sea- 

son with an optimistic 

catchphrase—“First and 10.” 

It symbolized the first season 
under new head coach Leeman Bennett, 
the 10th anniversary of the franchise and 
a fresh start in general. 

But “First and 10” rapidly unraveled 
into third and long—a third consecutive 
dismal season and a long way to go in 
1986. 

Not surprisingly, the official motto on 
area billboards these days is far more 
subdued. It simply reads: “Building.” 

At least, that's what the Bucs hope 
they're doing after finishes of 2-14 in 1983, 
6-10 in 1984 and 2-14 again in 1985. That 
adds up to only 10 victories in their last 48 
regular-season games, 

A team that once drew crowds of 
70,000-plus to Tampa Stadium hit an all- 
time low in '85 when only 25,577 showed 
up for a late-season game against Indi- 
anapolis. By season's end, some fans wore 
brown paper bags on their heads and 
screamed for the return of John McKay, 
the coach they used to boo unmercifully. 

A day after the season, Buccaneers 
Owner Hugh Culverhouse promptly set 
the tone for 1986 with two different state- 
ments. First, he yowed to sell the Bucs in 
“a few years” if they failed to stage a radi- 
cal turnaround, Second, he pointed to the 
April 29 NFL draft as the most critical 
event in the club's history. It was easy to 
see why, considering Tampa Bay owned 
the No. 1 pick overall and four of the top 
40 selections. 

Indeed, the Bucs’ current building 
project hinges greatly on the results of 
their draft. It could make them or break 
them in '86. That’s because the club took a 
few chances, most notably with the No. 1 
selection of Auburn tailback Bo Jackson. 

Culverhouse and Bennett went for the 
1985 Heisman Trophy winner despite the 
possibility Jackson could turn his back on 
pro football for a career in major league 
baseball. On the day he was selected, 
Jackson emphasized that he would wait 
until the baseball draft in June before 
choosing his profession. 

“Yes, it's a gamble,” Culverhouse said. 
“But I'm willing to take that gamble be- 
cause with Bo Jackson, James Wilder and 
(quarterback) Steve Young, I think we'll 
have one of the most exciting backfields 
in the NFL. Maybe in the history of the 


Quarterback Steve Young is part of 


Bay fans thinking positive. 


NFL.” 

The Bucs could have played it safe by 
trading Jackson prior to draft day. A half- 
dozen teams expressed interest, but Ben- 
nett's asking price was high. It amounted 
to a pair of young “impact players” and a 
No.1 draft pick. None of the offers satis- 
fied Bennett, who bypassed pressing de- 
fensive needs to go for Jackson. 

The thought of Jackson in the backfield 
with bruising tailback Wilder was ap- 
parently too much for the Bucs to resist. 
Even before Jackson was in the picture, 
Bennett had decided to scrap his one-back 
formation. In the re-designed offense, 
Wilder and Jackson would split the rush- 
ing duties. In addition, Jackson would be 
utilized frequently as a receiver. 

The time-sharing prospect didn’t bother 
Wilder, a one-time Pro Bowler who ac- 
counted for 1,300 of Tampa Bay's 1,644 
rushing yards last year. 

“T think it's great,” he said. “It'll pro- 
long my career and make me more effec- 
tive. Can you imagine the two of us back 
there? Defenses couldn't afford to key on 
just one of us.” 

Jackson aside, defense remains a major 
focus for the Bucs. The unit was ravaged 
last year and finished 26th overall in the 
NFL—25th against both the run and the 
pass. Coordinator Doug Shively, whose 
complex system was unpopular with 
many players, left the team. He was re- 
placed by former United States Football 
League head coach Jim Stanley, who has 
returned to the more basic, straight-ahead 
scheme of past Tampa Bay defenses. 

Stanley will have a handful of 1986 
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talented backfield that has Tampa 


draftees at his disposal. Southern Method- 
ist cornerback Roderick Jones, Tampa 
Bay's second first-round pick, will be the 
most conspicuous. Jones’ selection came 
as a major surprise, since he was the first 
cornerback picked in the draft and hadn't 
been rated as an early pick. But the Bucs 
bristle at criticism of the choice, They 
point to Jones’ combination of world-class 
speed and upper-body strength. 

“He's got track-like legs, but he’s a very 
tough kid who plays with reckless aban- 
don,” Bennett said, 

Other major defensive picks included 
linebacker Jackie Walker of Jackson 
State (Round 2), Oklahoma linebacker 
Kevin Murphy (Round 2), Illinois safety 
Craig Swoope (Round 4) and East Caro- 
lina defensive back Kevin Walker (Round 
6). 

The Bucs can definitely use reinforce- 
ments, especially in the secondary. In ad- 
dition, they'll need a more productive sec- 
ond season from defensive end Ron 
Holmes, who had just 444 sacks as a rook- 
ie. With right end Lee Roy Selmon having 
retired because of a herniated disc in his 
back, the Bucs hope Holmes makes him- 
self at home quickly. They also have to 
compensate for the loss of outside line- 
backer Hugh Green, traded last year to 
Miami. Towering third-year pro Keith 
Browner, who hasn't yet blossomed, 
looked good in mini-camp. 

Donald Igwebuike, who hit on 22 of 32 
field goal attempts as a rookie last year, 
returns as the Bucs’ placekicker. Frank 
Garcia (42-yard average) is the incum- 
bent punter. 


EE 
Perhaps the biggest key offensively is 
Young. With all the attention on Jackson, 
the $6 million passer was able to escape 
much of the high-pressure spotlight dur- 
ing the off-season. Young was swamped 
by attention last year after replacing 
Steve DeBerg in the final five games. He 
wound up completing 72 of 138 passes for 
935 yards and three touchdowns with 
eight interceptions. 
In the off-season, Young added muscle 
with an intense weight-lifting program 
and had plenty of time to prepare for a 
first-team role this season. “I can’t wait to 
get started,” he said. 
Young was to be better off if the Bucs 
signed veteran offensive guard Sean Far- : 
Fell. In the meantime, offensive tackle Tampa Bay Buccaneers running back James Wilder. 
Ron Heller saw reason for optimism. 
“I do detect a positive change,” he said. 
“In September, if we can win a couple 
early, I see things snowballing. We could 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
aie No. Ne Pos, Ht Wt. Exp. Blrthd Coll Sines 
jo. Name 08, Ht. . Exp. ate ollege in’ 
1986 SCHEDULE 4g {Armstrong, Adger RB 0 230 7 Toes Aah is 
Sent. 7—SAN FRANCISCO jell, Jerry E 6-5 230 5 rizona State 
Sept.14—MINNESO | Bendross, Jesse WR 6-0 197 3 ‘Alabama #16 
Sept.21—at Nene 52 Brantley, Scot LB 7 Florida 13 
Sept.28—ATLANTA. 57 Browner, Keith LB 3 Southern California 16 
Oct. 5—at Los Angeles Ram: 78 Cannon, John DE 5 William & Mary 16 
Oct. 12—ST. LOUIS... 87 tCarter, Gerald WR 7, Texas A&M. 16 
Oct, 19—at New Orleans 23 Castille, Jeremiah cB 4 Alabama 16 
Oct. 26—at Kansas City 72 Courson, Steve G 9 South Carolina 16 
Nov. 2—BUFFALO. 31 Curry, Craig Ss 3 Texas 16 
Nov. 9—CHICAGO., 58 Davis, Jeff LB By Clemson 16 
Nov. 16—vs. Green Bay (at 17 DeBerg, Steve QB 10 San Jose State ll 
Nov. 23—DETROIT. 80 Dunn, K.D. TE 2 Clemson 7 
Nov. 30—at Mines 26 Easmion, Ricky cB 2 Florida “14 
Dec. 7—at Chicago 62 tFarrell, Sean G 5 Penn State 14 
Dec. 14—GREEN B, 65 Fielder, Don DE 2 Kentucky 1 
Dec, 21—at St. Louis. zy 81 Freeman, Phil WR 2 Arizona 14 
ene fabian te i 
ies, Jimmie 1 corn State 
1985 RESULTS—(2-14) 30 Greenwood, David S 2 Wisconsin 16 
Buccaneers Opp. Att. 60 Grimes, Randy c 4 Baylor 16 
28 Chicago .. . 38 (A) 57,828 73 Heller, Ron T 3 Penn State 16 
16 Minnesota... . 31 (H) 46,188 90 Holmes, Ron DE 2 Washington 16 
13 New Orleans.. . 20 (A) 45,320 21 Holt, John cB 6 West Texas State 16 
- 30 (A) 45,023 89 House, Kevin WR vi Southern Ilinois 16 
. 27 (H) 51,795 1 Igwebuike, Donald K 2 Clemson 16 
. 31 (H) 39,607 91 Janata, John Ty 2 Illinois *0 
. 41 (A) 62,335 55 Johnson, Dennis LB 7 Southern California 16 
. 32 (H) 34,661 79 Kaplan, Ken ih 3 New Hampshire 16 
22 (A) 72,031 75 Lindstrom, Chris, DE 3 Boston University 15 
: 0 (H) 34,736 76 Logan, David NT 8 Pittsburgh 16 
62 (A) 65,344 86 Magee, Calvin TE 2 Southern University 16 
19 Detroit (OT). - 16 (H) 43,471 68 Mallory, Rick 6 2 Washington 13 
0 Green Bay.. . 21 (A) 19,856 Middleton, Frank RB 3 Florida A&M. =5 
7 Minnesota . . 26 (A) 51,593 67 Morgan, Karl NT 3 UCLA 16 
23 Indianapolis. “31 (H) 25,577 Pleasant, Reggie cB 2 Clem: 43) 
17 Green Bay. 33,992 Powell, Marvin iv 10 Southern California *14 
24 Prior, Mike, 3 2 Ilinols State 16 
fandle, Ervin aylor 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 7 Risher, Alan aB 2 Louisiana State 16 
Position Col 74 Sanders, Gene T 7 Texas A&M 2 
1, Bo RB Aubur 64 +Shearin, Joe G 4 Texas 10 
JONES, Roderick DB SMU 20 Springs, Ron RB 8 Ohio State 12 
from Miami 71 Studaway, Mark DE 3 Tennessee 6 
2. WALKER, Jackie LB Jackson State 44 Sully, Ivory s 8 Delaware 16 
2. MURPHY, Kevin LB Oklahoma 84 Verser, David WR 5 Kansas 1 
from Minn. through Miami 51 Washington, Chris LB 3 Towa State 16 
3. Choice to New Orleans 32 Wilder, James RB 6 Missouri 16 
4. SWOOPE, Craig DB Iilinois 85 tWitte, Mark . VE 4 North Texas State 16 
5. MAARLEVELD, J.D. © T Maryland 66 +Yarno, George G/T 7 Washington State 12 
6. Choice to N.Y. Giants 8 Young, Steve OB 2 Brigham Young 5 
through Denver Bendross played 16 games with Chargers in ‘85; Easmon played 8 games with Cowboys, 6 with 
6. WALKER, Kevin DB East Carolina Buccaneers in ‘85; Janata missed ‘85 season due to injury; Johnson played 8 games with Vikings, 8 with 
from New England Buccaneers in ’85; Middleton played 5 games with Colts in ‘85; Pleasant played 3 games with Falcons in 
7. Choice to Buffalo ‘85; Powell played 14 games with Jets in ‘85, 
8. Choice to L.A. Rams 7 Option playout; subject to developments. 
9. BARNHARDT, Tommy =P — North Carolina Retired—Steve Wilson, 10-year center, 5 games in ‘85. 
10. REED, Benton DE Mississippi Also played with Buccaneers in ‘85—WR Theo Bell (15 games), TE Gene Branton (3), RB Leon 
11. DRENTH, Mark T Purdue Bright (8), RB Melvin Carver (2), S Paul Dombroski (6), LB Hugh Green (5), CB Carl Howard (4), LB 
12, MILLER, Clay G Michigan Cecil Johnson (16), T Wally Kersten (active for 3 games but did not play), LB Larry Kubin (4), RB 
12, CRAWFORD, Mike RB Arizona State George Peoples (2). 
from San Francisco 
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Walking a Tightrope 


Are the Packers 
On the Way Up 
Or Ready to Fall? 


By GARY VAN SICKLE 


he Green Bay Packers walked 
an 8-8 tightrope again in 1985. 
That marked the fourth time 
in the last five seasons they 
finished at .500. 

“We're cruising along at 8-8 and just 
can’t get over the hump,” said Dick Cor- 
rick, the Packers’ director of player per- 
sonnel. “We need somebody on either side 
of the ball to take charge. Someone who 
can fire up the rest of the team, make the 
other guys play up to a higher level. 

“We just don’t have an impact player. 
We've tried hard, but we just haven’t been 
able to get one.” 

The question is, are the Packers just a 
few impact players away from a new pla- 
teau—a winning record—or a misstep or 
two from falling off the wire to the depths 
below? 

It’s too early to tell. The Packers 
thought they helped themselves in the 
draft. But then, who didn’t? 

The Packers, in search of quality, at 
least accumulated quantity. At last count, 
they had: 

Five quarterbacks, including veterans 
Lynn Dickey and Jim Zorn, who became 
free agents in February. In addition to 
Randy Wright and Vince Ferragamo, the 
Packers drafted Brigham Young’s Robbie 
Bosco on the third round. 

@ Eight outside linebackers, after tak- 
ing four on draft day. 

e Eleven defensive backs, including 
Mossy Cade, who had a trial pending on 
charges of sexual assault. 

Those figures don’t include the 20 or so 
free agents the Packers signed during the 
three days after the draft and before their 
first mini-camp. 

The significance of the big numbers 
was that Coach Forrest Gregg wasn’t sat- 
isfied with the performances of certain 
players last season. When in doubt, bring 
in another player. Maybe he'll be better. 

“There were some things we definitely 
wanted to shore up,” Gregg said after the 
draft. “In some cases, it may take num- 
bers to shore them up.” 

Let’s start at quarterback, where there 
are enough players for a game of bridge 
and a backup dummy. 

“Five's a crowd,” Gregg admitted. 

The Packers finished last season with 
four quarterbacks on their roster after ac- 
quiring Ferragamo, who was released by 
Buffalo. They already had Dickey, Wright 
and Zorn. And now, Bosco. 


Tight end Paul Coffman is an important member of Green Bay’s talented 
receiving corps. 


The starting job is up for grabs, Gregg 
said. For that matter, who'll make the 
final roster? Pick any three, although you 
might want to start with Wright and 
Bosco. Dickey? Maybe. Ferragamo? Per- 
haps. Zorn? A longshot. 

A possible change in quarterbacks 
might go along with changes in the offen- 
sive schemes. Gregg, who fired offensive 
coordinator Bob Schnelker, will take over 
some of those duties himself and plans to 
run more and throw shorter passes, utiliz- 
ing his backs more. Long ball is out in 
Green Bay, short ball will be in. 

Toward that end, the Packers made 
Texas Christian running back Kenneth 
Davis their first selection in fhe draft with 
the 4Ist pick. Gregg hopes Davis will be 
the breakaway back the offense needs. 

“There were some backs he’s better 
than who went in the first round—Garry 
James (actually a second-rounder), 
maybe even Ronnie Harmon,” said Pack- 
ers running backs coach John Hilton. “We 
got a player who can be a dominant play- 
er. We helped ourselves tremendously.” 

Eddie Lee Ivery, Gerry Ellis and Jessie 
Clark were effective last year, but none 
were threats to take the next carry all the 
way. 

The rest of the offense, including All- 
Pro James Lofton and Phillip Epps at 
wide receiver and Paul Coffman at tight 
end, should change little. Center Mark 
Cannon will anchor a line consisting of 
guards Ron Hallstrom and Rich Moran 
and tackles Greg Koch and Karl Swanke. 

Gregg loaded up on linebackers in the 
draft—any more Lawrence Taylors out 
there?—thus sending a message to his vet- 
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eran outside linebackers. 

“Obviously, we were not happy with 
where we are with our linebackers,” 
Gregg said. “We've got to have better pro- 
duction. Whether we get better produc- 
tion out of the people here or out of our 
new people, I don’t really care. 

“All I want is better production. We got 
no help with our pass rush from our line- 
backers.” 

John Anderson has been a starter at 
one outside spot since 1978 and Mike 
Douglass has started on the other side 
since ‘79. At 6-0 and 214 pounds, size was 
considered a liability and Douglass was 
released in May. Enter fourth-round pick 
Tim Harris of Memphis State. He's big 
(6-5, 230), mobile and can blitz. 

Inside linebacker was a brighter spot, 
with reliable Randy Scott and the quick 
emergence of rookie Brian Noble. 

Matt Koart, a fifth-round pick from 
Southern Cal may add depth to an ade- 
quate but not great defensive line. He's 
over 6-5 and quick. The Packers hope it’s 
time for end Alphonso Carreker, their 
first-round pick in '84, to become a consis- 
tent force. Carreker had nine sacks last 
season while fellow end Ezra Johnson had 
a team high 914. 

In another attempt to strengthen the 
defensive line, the Packers acquired Glen 
Collins from the Cincinnati Bengals in an- 
other deal. The trade was conditional on 
Collins making the Green Bay roster. A 
fifth-year veteran, Collins was a first- 
round pick of Cincinnati in 1982, when 
Gregg was the Bengals’ head coach. 

The secondary is overloaded with play- 
ers. Cornerback Tim Lewis is the only one 


a 
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whose job is secure. Mark Lee got picked (s) 
on on the other side and at safety neither 
Mark Murphy nor Tom Flynn had a ban- oO 
ner season. Cade played some safety and u 
cornerback last season and there’s safety j= 
Chuck Clanton, who had 26 interceptions 
in two seasons in the United States Foot- 
ball League. 
In addition to coaching the running 
backs, Hilton will try to upgrade special 
teams which generally were weak last 
season. Placekicker Al Del Greco was 
steady, if unspectacular (19-of-26 on field 
goal attempts), and if mid-season acquisi- 
tion Don Bracken isn’t the answer to last 
year’s punting woes, the Packers can turn 
to ex-Steeler Craig Colquitt. 
Trades remained a possibility. The (77) 
Packers offered Ivery, Ellis or Clark to 
Dallas for quarterback Gary Hogeboom [4 
(traded to Indianapolis) before the draft. NFL 
Dickey or a veteran linebacker also may Ney Nae Pos. Ht Wt. Exp, Birthdate College mes | | | | 
I nderson, John LB 6-3 229 9 2-14-56 Michigan 16 
beavailable, ui 17 Bracken, Don P 60 205 2 2:16.62 Meter 7 
There’s one hitch to a trade. “Some- 93 Brown, Robert DE 6-2 250 5 5-21-60 Virginia Tech 16 $ 
jody has to want what you have,” sai surges, Ronnie x oe lake Forest ‘. 
body has t t what you have,” said 39 Burgess, Ri CB/S 5-11 175 2 3. 7-63 Waker 7 
Grege. 77 Butler, Mike — 65 269 8 4 4:54 Kansas 20 (2) 
. 24 Cade, Mossy CB G1 195 2 12-26-61 Texas 14 i 
4986 SCHEDULE Tet akee Aba oF 66 340 3 $2508 fase i q 
arreker, Alphonso & 5-25 lorida State 
se tus siege de ao eg en “lo 
2 rk, Jessie = = kansas 
Sent at New oreane 82 {Coffman, Paul TE 63 225 9 3-29-56 Kansas State 16 
Seat MAnea Collins, Glen DE 6-6 265 5 7-10-59 Mississippi State *16 

ct. 5—CINCINNATI (at Milw. Colquitt, Craig P 61 182 7 6- 9-54 Tennessee ) ; 
gckihrpe pec nN 52 Gumby, George LB 6-0 224 7 7- 5-56 Oklahoma 15 : 
Pchde copy nulls 10 4DelGreco, Al K 5-10 195 3 2-62 Auburn 16 
ee ein rean 88 Dennard, Preston WR 61 183 9 11-28-55 New Mexico 16 
Rey eae ERA NE . 12 4Dickey, Lynn QB 6-4 203 14 10-19-49 Kansas State 2 : 
Noy zeae Presb 39 Dorsey, John LB 6-2 235 3 8-31-60 Connecticut 1% | f+) 
NOD = WASHINGTON 42 Ellerson, Gary RB 5-11 220 2 7-17-63 Wisconsin 15 y 
eRe eae 31 Ellis, Gerry RB 5-11 225 7 12-12-57 Missouri 16 ‘ 
Nog aera 85 tEpps, Phillip WR 5-10 165 5 11-11-59 Texas Christian 16 
Nowse7 Sau bern Farley, John RB 5-10 202 2 8-11-61 Sacramento State *0 7 
Deeds =ae Tanies Bat 5 Ferragamo, Vince QB 6-3 217 9 4-24-54 Nebraska 29) 7 
pee alae 41 Flynn, Tom S 60 195 3 3-24-62 Pittsburgh 16 wW 

Phan a ae Hiayestey B/S. 510 180 3 E1987 Mesos ie 

layes, Gary -10 180 1 resno State 
41985 RESULTS— (8-8) 25 Huckieby, Harlan RB 6-1 201 7 12-30-57 Michigan nL Ww 
ne wy oie | Biome 8 fs 2 TR Behe 
very, Eddie Lee ( -30- eorgia Teel ( 
SENSE Dan a 90 Johnson, Ezra DE 6-4 259 10 10- 2:55 Morris Brown 16 
43 Jones, Daryll CB/S 6-0 190 3 3-23-62 Georgia 8 i 
68 tKoch, Greg T 64 276 10 6-14-55 Arkansas 16 
22 tLee, Mark B/S 5-11 188 7 320-58 Washington 14 
26 Lewis, Tim CB/S 5-11 191 4 12-18-61 Pittsburgh 16 
80 Lofton, James WR 63 197 9 7- 5-56 Stanford 16 
94 Martin, Charles DE 6-4 270 3 8-31-59 Livingston 16 
28 McLeod, Mike B/S 6-0 180 3 5- 4-58 Montana State 8 
60 +Moore, Blake C/G 6-5 272 7 5 8-58 Wooster 16 
57 Moran, Rich C/G 62 272 2 319-62 SanDiego State 16 
37 +Murphy, Mark S 6-2 201 6 4-22.58 WestLibertyState 15 
91. Noble, Brian LB 6-3 237 2 Arizona State 16 
78 Obrovac, Mike G/T 66 275 4 Bowling Green 0 
51 Prather, Guy 1B 6-2 229 6 Grambling 16 
75 Ruettgers, Ken T 65 267 2 Southern California 15 
55 Scott, Randy bb G1 222 6 Alabama 1 
‘Shumate, Mark NT 6- isconsin 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 87 Staniey Water wR/KR 5:9 180 3 mesa College B 

jound and Player Position College 29 Stills, Ken - isconsin 
Re ye 9g CB/S 5-10 185 2 Wisconsi o 

Ue a memes ey Se ae ree 

i wanke, Karl - 
2. DAVIS; Kemeth >” RB Texas Christan 70 Uecker, Keith G/T 6-5 270 5 Auburn 7 : 
3, BOSCO, Robbie QB Brigham Young 86 West, Ed TE 6-1 242 3 ‘Auburn 16 
‘ § is State 61 Wingle, Blake G 62 260 4 UCLA 3 N 
4, HARRIS, Tim LB Memphis St n ¥ 
from Buffalo 16 Wright, Randy QB 6-2 194 3 Wisconsin 5 

4. KNIGHT, Dan San Diego St. 18 +Zorn, Jim QB 62 200 11 Cal Poly-Pomona 13 f= 

5. KOART, Matt DT Southern Cal *Collins played 16 games with Bengals in ‘85; Colquitt last active with Steelers in ‘84; Farley last = 

6. DENT, Burnell LB Tulane active with Bengals in ‘84; Ferragamo played 9 games with Bills, active for 2 games with Packers in’85 | b> 

from St. Louis but did not, play; Obrovac last active with Bengals in ‘83; Shumate played 4 games with Jets, 4 with | /TT) 

6. Choice to Denver Packers in ‘85; Summers played 2 games with Broncos in ‘85; Wingle played 3 games with Steelers, 2 

7. BERRY, Ed DB Utah State with Packersin/23 a devel o 

8. CLINE, Michael rkansas State tion playout; subject to developments. 

9, MOORE, Brent OT Souther Aide played with Packers in 85 DE. Tony Degrate (1 game), LB Mike Douglass (25), T Tin | [2] 
10. SPANN, Gary LB Texas Chri Huffman (2), TE Mark Lewis (1), P Joe Prokop (9), QB Joe Shield (active for 3.games but didnot play), | [Te 
11, Choice to Cincinnati RB Maurice Turner (3). z= 
12, Choice to Buffalo 
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A Drafty Proposition 


Future Star QB 
Chuck Long Will 
Watch and Wait 


By MIKE O'HARA 


t doesn’t come close to the com- 
pelling ring of “the future is now,” 
but the Detroit Lions do have a fu- 
ture in 1986. 

It will be standing on the side- 
lines in the form of Chuck Long, the quar- 
terback from Iowa who was the Lions’ No. 
1 draft choice. 

No matter what pressure he might be 
under from the Lions’ followers and the 
media, Coach Darryl Rogers will give 
Long a chance to develop normally as the 
player he views as the bedrock of the 
franchise's future. 

A team that needs improvement in sev- 
eral areas if it is to make a serious run at 
the Chicago Bears in the NFC’s Central 
Division—or land a wild-card playoff 
berth—may not profit immediately from 
a long-term investment for the future. 

“Somewhere along the line, you've got 
to make an investment in the quarterback 
position,” Rogers said. “It's the most im- 
portant part of the franchise.” 

He did that when he made Long the 
first quarterback the Lions have drafted 
on the first round since they took Greg 
Landry out of Massachusetts in 1968. 

For another season, at least, Eric Hip- 
ple remains the Lions’ No. 1 passer. He 
had his best season in 1985, completing 55 
percent of his passes for 2,952 yards and 
17 touchdowns. 

Whatever long-term security he feels is 
questionable, but working with Rogers’ of- 
fensive system for one year gave Hipple a 
feeling of renewed confidence. 

“I'm optimistic,” he said. “Last year 
was a learning period, for the players and 
the coaches, too. We were getting the sys- 
tem down. We went through a period of 
debugging. 

“We were trying to get all phases of the 
game together. Now we've got an overall 
view so we can go from Plan | to Plan 2 to 
Plan 3 with a smooth transition. 

“I feel really good with this offense. I 
feel comfortable. It's a system that makes 
sense.” 

The Lions were 7-9 last year in Rogers’ 
first season in the NFL after a 20-year col- 
lege career. They did that despite an of- 
fense that ranked last in the league over- 
all and a defense that was second to last 
in stopping the run. 

Detroit's record was put together with 
some major upsets. They beat Dallas, 
Miami, San Francisco and the New York 
Jets at the Silverdome. But they won only 


Quarterback Eric Hipple will be 
asked to pick up the pieces and 
help the Lions find respectability. 

SSS 


one game away from home (against a 
weak Atlanta team by just one point), an 
old failing they could not correct. 

It didn't take the Lions long to get bad 
news for the upcoming year. On the day 
they drafted Long, running back Billy 
Sims stopped by the Silverdome to deliver 
some medical reports on the right knee 
he injured in 1984. The consensus was that 
Sims, who missed all of the '85 season, 
can't play anymore. It was expected he 
would announce his retirement before the 
start of training cai 

“T'd love to play,” said Sims, the club's 
all-time rushing leader. “But you can only 
hope so much and wait so much. You've 
got to go home some time. A miracle 
would have to happen by July. 

“Even my boys are tackling me now. 
It’s time to hang it up.” 

Shortly after that, defensive tackle 
Doug English, a 10-year veteran and the 
Lions’ most distinguished defensive play- 
er in recent years, retired because of a 
neck injury he suffered last year. English 
and the team’s doctors felt it was too risky 
for him to continue. 

All was not grim for the Lions, though. 

Draft day brought what should be im- 
mediate help. Detroit traded up in the sec- 
ond round to get Louisiana State running 
back Garry James, who has the speed the 
Lions lacked last year. Barring injury, 
James will start as a rookie and should 
complement James Jones, whom many 
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regard as the league's top fullback. 

The return of wide receiver Jeff Chad- 
wick, who missed more than half the '85 
season with a broken collarbone, will help 
the receiving corps. The Lions would like 
to squeeze a 12th season out of Leonard 
Thompson. 

Tight end isn’t the glaring weakness it 
was last year. David Lewis, a disappoint- 
ment as a No. 1 draft choice in 1984, 
showed signs of developing in his second 
year. Rob Rubick, hurt most of 1985, 
comes to camp healthy. And Mark Bram- 
mer, a veteran cut by Buffalo last year 
who played for Rogers at Michigan State, 
adds depth. 

Perhaps most important on the offen- 
sive side was a move the Lions made late 
last year. When injuries wiped out the 
starting guards, Rogers moved Keith Dor- 
ney to right guard from right tackle, the 
position he had played since his rookie 
year in 1979. Rich Strenger, a 285-pounder, 
went to Dorney’s spot. That left No. 1 
rookie Lomas Brown at left tackle, Chris 
Dieterich at left guard and Steve Mott at 
center. 

The move solidified the line, so much so 
that Dorney will play guard permanently. 
“I don't mind playing guard,” he said. “I 
just want to have a full camp. I don’t want 
to embarass myself at guard.” 

It’s on defense where the Lions may 
have the most trouble improving. They 
didn’t take a defensive player in the draft 
until the fourth round, when they got 
Devon Mitchell, a spindly safety from 
Iowa who has a chance to start in the 
Lions’ restructured secondary. 

William Graham, the free safety last 
year, has been moved back to his former 
spot at strong safety to compete with De- 
metrious Johnson. William Frizzell, a 
third-year veteran whose size (6-2, 190) 
and natural ability impresses the Lions’ 
coaches, will get a shot at free safety. 

Up front, the Lions have to improve 
against the run and at applying pressure 
on quarterbacks. 

The Lions switched to a 3-4 defense last 
year and moved English from right tackle 
to nose tackle. Eric Williams, a young bull 
who stepped in after English was hurt— 
only to go down himself with a neck in- 
jury—is a natural at nose tackle. He’s 
young, strong and tough. 

William Gay has to do better than the 
puny 714 sacks he collected at right end. 
He had a second straight off year after a 
Pro Bowl season in 1983. The left end will 
emerge from a group that includes veter- 
ans Curtis Green and Keith Ferguson, the 
latter a late-season claim off the waiver 
wire from San Diego. 

Jimmy Williams blossomed at left line- 
backer last year. He was the Lions’ defen- 
sive MVP and, entering his fifth year, is 
on the fringe of being regarded among 
the NFL's elite outside backers. 

The other linebacker spots are not as 


secure. 

Mike Cofer, moved from defensive line 
to right linebacker by Rogers, was not a 
force at his new position. Blessed with an 
amazing physical structure, he should 
profit from a year at linebacker, even 
though he missed half the season with a 
cracked hip. 

Inside, the holdovers are Kurt Allerman 
and August Curley, who overcame three 
knee operations to become a starter. 

Eddie Murray (26-of-31 on field goal at- 
tempts) returns for his seventh season as 
the Lions’ kicker while Mike Black (41.8- 
yard average) will again handle the punt- 
ing chores. 

The big question for the Lions—the only 
NFC team without a representative in last 
season’s Pro Bowl—is whether they can 
make up enough ground to threaten the 
league-champion Bears. 

“I don’t think there's any question that 
we've improved our team in some de- 
gree,” Rogers said. “Whether the results 
come about to capitalize on that remains 
to be seen.” Hl 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Minnesota 
Sept14—DALLAS.. 
Sept.21—TAMPA BAY 
Sept28—at Cleveland 
Oct." 5—HOUSTON 
Oct: 12—at Green Bay. 
Oct. 19—at Los Angel 
Oct. 26—at Chicago... 
Nov. 2—GINCINNATI 
Nov. _9—MINNESOTA 
Nov. 16—at Philadelphia 
Nov. 23—at Tampa Bay.. 
Nov. 27—GREEN BAY (Thanksgiving). 
Dec. _7—at Pittsburgh 
Dec. 15—CHICAGO (Mon.) 
Dec. 21—ATLANTA.. 


1985 RESULTS—(7-9) 


Lions Opp. Att. 
28 Atlanta, 27 (A) 37,785 
26 Dalla: 21 (H) 72,985 
6 Indianapolis. 14 (A) 60,042 
30 Tampa Bay 9 (H) 45,023 
10 Green Bai 43 (A) 55,914 
3 Washington 24 (A) 52,845 
23 San Francisco. . 21 (H) 67,715 
31 Miami 21 (H) 75,291 
13 Minnesota 16 (A) 58,012 


3 Chicago 
41 Minnesota 
16 Tampa Bay (OT) 
31 New York Jets 

6 New Englan 
23 Green Ba 
17 Chicago 


24 (A) 
~ 21 (H) 
19 (A) 43,471 
20 (H) 
23 (A) 
26 (H) 49,379 
37 (H) 74,042 


1986 DRAFT CHOICES 


Round and Player 
LONG, Chuck 
JAMES, Garry 


Choice to San Fran. 

MILINICHIK, Joe 
from Cleveland 

Choice to L.A. Rams 
through San Fran. 

MITCHELL, Devon 

. SMITH, Oscar 

. Choice to Dallas 

. Choice to Buffalo 

GRIFFIN, Allyn 

. PICKENS, Lyle 

. JOHNSON, Tracy 

11. MELVIN, Leland 

12, DURDEN, Allan 


Bence ap aunt Ne 


Position College 
QB Towa 
RB Louisiana State 


from Buff. through S.F. 


T No. Carolina St. 


DB Iowa 
RB Nicholls State 


Wyoming 
DB Colorado 
LB Morningside 
Richmond 
DB Arizona 


No. 
95 
68 

11 

80 

42 

83 

23 

75 

89 

in) 

91 

50 

44 

72 

93 

70 

66 

12 

77 


Detroit Lions fullback James Jones. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


Name Pos. Ht. Wt. 
Allerman, Kurt LB 6-3 231 
Baack, Steve NT/DE 6-4 265 
Black, Mike P 6-2 197 
Bland, Carl WR 5-11 182 
Bostic, John CB 5-10 178 
Brammer, Mark TE 6-3 236 
Brown, Arnold CB 5-10 185 
Brown, Lomas T 6-4 282 
Chadwick, Jeff WR 6-3 190 
Cofer, Mike LB 6-5 245 
Collins, Dwight WR 6-2 210 
Curley, August LB 6-3 226 
D’Addio, Dave RB 6-2 229 
‘Dieterich, Chris G/T 63 260 
‘tDodge, Kirk LB 6-1 231 
Dorney, Keith G/T 65 270 
Evans, Leon DE 65 282 
Ferguson, Joe QB 6-1 195 
Ferguson, Keith DE 260 
Frizzell, William Ss 198 
Gay, William DE 6-5 260 
Glover, Kevi C/G 6-2 267 
Graham, William § 5-11 191 
Grant, Otis WR 6-3 197 
Greco, Don G 6-3 265 
Green, Curtis NT/DE 6-3 258 
‘Hall, Alvin S/KR 5-10 184 
‘tHarrell, James LB 6-1 230 
Hipple, Eric QB 6-2 198 
James, June LB 61 218 
Johnson, Demetrius S 5-11 190 
Jones, A.J. RB/KR 6-1 215 
Jones, David C/G 6-3 260 
Jones, James RB 6-2 229 
‘tking, Angelo LB 6-1 222 
Laster, Don T 6-4 278 
Lewis, David TE 6-3 235 
Mandley, Pete WR/KR 5-10 191 
tMaxwell, Vernon LB 6-2 235 
McNorton, Bruce CB 5-11 175 
Meade, Mike RB 5-11 227 
Montgomery, Wilbert RB 5-10 195 
‘Moore, Alvin RB 6-0 194 
Mott, Steve C 6-3 265 
Murray, Ed K 5-10 175 
Nichols, Mark WR 6-2 208 
Rubick, Rob TE 6-3 234 
Stevenson, Mark G/C 285 
Strenger, Rich Ti 276 
Thompson, Leonard WR 192 
tTurnure, Tom C/G 253 
Watkins, Bobby CB 184 
Williams, NT 280 
Williams, Jimmy. LB 230 
Witkowski, John QB 205 


NFL 


Exp. 


10 
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» 


Birthdat 
8-30-55, 


6-18-62 


Games 
College In’85 
Penn State 10 
Oregon 16 
Arizona State 16 
Virginia Union 8 
Bethune-Cookman 13 
Michigan State *0 
North Carolina Central 7 
Florida 16 
Grand Valley State 7 
Tennessee 7 
Pittsburgh °0 
Southern California 16 
Maryland *0 
North Carolina State 9 
Nevada-Las Vegas *0 
Penn State 16 
Miami (Fla.) 8 
Arkansas 8 
Ohio State “15 
North Carolina Central 8 
Southern California 16 
Maryland 10 
Texas 16 
Michigan State *0 
Western illinois 8 
Alabama State 15 
Miami (0.) 16 
Florida 7 
Utah State 38 
Texas io 
Missouri 16 
Texas #9 
Texas 9 
Florida 4 
South Carolina State 16 
Tennessee State 20 
California 15 
Northern Arizona 16 
Arizona State 9 
Georgetown (Ky.) 16 
Penn State 16 
Abilene Christian 7 
‘Arizona State 16 
Alabama 16 
Tulane 16 
San Jose State 14 
Grand Valley State 9 
Western Illinois 2 
Michigan 13 
Oklahoma State 16 
Washington 6 
Southwest Texas State 16 
Washington State 12 
Nebraska 16 
Columbia *0 


“Brammer last active with Bills in ‘84; Collins last active with Vikings in ‘84; D’Addio, Dodge and 
Laster missed ‘85 season due to injury; K. Ferguson played 10 games with Chargers, 5 with Lions in ‘85; 
Grant last active with Rams in ‘84; A. Jones played 1 game with Rams, 8 with Lions in ’85; Witkowski last 
active with Lions in ‘84. 
+t0ption playout; subject to developments. 
Retired—Doug English, 11-year defensive lineman, 10 games in ‘85, 
Also played with Lions in ’85—LB Roosevelt Barnes (16 games), LB Dan Bunz (2), DB Clarence 
Chapman (3), LB Ken Fantetti (8), CB Duane Galloway (2), RB Rick Kane (16), G/C Larry Lee (6), TE 
Reese McCall (16), TE James McDonald (6), DE Martin Moss (6), G Ray Snell (2), NT Hal Stephens (1). 
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here are only four teams in the 

National Football Conference 

Western Division, but it still di- 

vides into two distinct geo- 

graphical and quality-based 
brackets—the Best in the West and the 
Least in the East. 

Rest assured, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles will battle for first place and 
West Coast bragging rights. You also can 
count on Atlanta and New Orleans contin- 
uing their southern squabble for the bot- 
tom two positions. 

That may sound pretty cut and dried, 
but it’s actually an improvement over 
1985 preseason assessments. The 49ers, 
you might recall, were considered a divi- 
sion lock and, in some quarters, a sure bet 
to lay the second layer of the National 
Football League’s newest dynasty. 

‘They had just zipped through a 15-1 reg- 
ular season before mauling Miami, the 
American Football Conference's contribu- 
tion to the Super Bowl, in a game so lop- 
sided that it realistically was over by half- 
time. 

Sound familiar? It should. The Chicago 
Bears had a similar season last year (15-L 
and an easy Super Bow! triumph) and 
have displaced the 49ers as the NFL's lat- 
est “sure bet.” 

The 1985 49ers fell so short of expecta- 
tions that they didn’t even win the NFC 
West title. That honor went to the Rams, 
who advanced all the way to the confer- 
ence championship game before bowing 
to the Bears. 

After losing four of their first seven out- 
ings, the 49ers did make a comeback of 
sorts, earning a wild-card playoff berth 
against the New York Giants. But the 
comeback bubble burst quickly when the 
Giants made short work of San Francisco 
in a 17-3 triumph. 

So much for dynasties. It was a season 
that taught 49ers Coach Bill Walsh, and 
perhaps others around the league, an im- 
portant lesson. 

“That feeling that we were sure we 
would win prevailed, perhaps too much,” 
he said. “We lost games where we squan- 
dered scoring drives early, then finally 
began doing things right too late. It 
smacked of a team that for some reason 
wasn’t concentrating as it should have 
and as it did the year before. We just 
didn’t seem inspired. 

“The sacrifices that you make to win a 
championship take so much out of you 
that you are spent. It’s hard to go back 
and be able to give, especially with all the 
attention you get in the off-season. Sud- 
denly, before you have had time to really 
think, the next season is there and hits 
you. You move bravely on, saying you are 
ready and maybe believing it. But inside 
you wonder if you are whistling in the 
dark.” 

Thus humbled, the 49ers should be 


whistling a different tune this season. 
That's not to say that the 49ers are only 
one attitude adjustment away from pick- 
ing up where they left off in 1985. They do 
have flaws, but they also have good per- 
sonnel and they know how to win. 

The 49ers’ most important strength is 
Joe Montana, the only quarterback in the 
NFC West who is an established winner. 

The Rams won last year despite the 
mediocre play of quarterback Dieter 
Brock. The former Canadian Football 
League great will have to fight it out with 
strong-armed, weak-kneed ex-Falcon 
Steve Bartkowski to retain his No. 1 sta- 
tus. 

New Orleans is hoping that former 
United States Football League star Bobby 
Hebert can rise as fast in the NFL as he 
did in the USFL. The Saints could be living 
in a dream world. Hebert had a difficult 
time fighting off the advances of quarter- 
back Fred Besana while with the Oakland 
Invaders. 

And Atlanta Coach Dan Henning is 
gambling his one-year contract on the 
arm of Turk Schonert, a former ninth- 
round Chicago draft choice who still is un- 
proven two teams and six years later. 

Montana, however, is not the only rea- 
‘son the 49ers are favored. 

He is surrounded by great young talent, 
starting with fullback Roger Craig, who in 
1985 became the first NFL player ever to 
gain 1,000 yards rushing and receiving in 
the same season. And there’s two out- 
standing wide receivers in dependable 
veteran Dwight Clark and explosive 
young Jerry Rice. 

And despite the concern over a defense 
that lacks a great pass rusher and solid 
left cornerback, the 49ers still allowed just 
26 touchdowns in 16 games last year. Only 
Chicago was more stingy, giving up 23. 

Even the Rams would have to admit 
that the 49ers would have won the NFC 
West last year had it not been for a couple 
of fluke plays that helped account for San 
Francisco's only two losses in the second 
half of the season. 

The 49ers, on the comeback trail, fin- 
ished the first half with a 28-14 victory 
that ended the Rams’ season-opening vic- 
tory streak at seven and, in the process, 
exposed L.A.'s vulnerability at quarter- 
back. 

Los Angeles had been winning ona deli- 
cate balance of Eric Dickerson’s running, 
a bend-but-don't-break defense and great 
special-teams play. The key, San Francis- 
co showed the rest of the pro football 
world, was to get ahead early and make 
Brock throw the ball. 

The Rams went on to lose three of their 
next five games and a controversy devel- 
oped as to whether Brock or Jeff Kemp 
should play quarterback. The 49ers, 
meanwhile, continued to win, losing only 
to Denver, 17-16, ina game that concluded 
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with a missed San Francisco field goal be- 
cause a snowball landed near holder Matt 
Cavanaugh at the critical moment, caus- 
ing him to bobble the snap. 

Then the Rams and 49ers met again for 
a Monday night shootout to decide the di- 
vision title. This time there were no snow- 
balls, but the 49ers’ streak of not allowing 
a touchdown for 17 quarters (273 minutes, 
51 seconds) ended when safety Ronnie 
Lott and cornerback Dwight Hicks collid- 
ed while trying to make an interception 
and tipped the ball into the hands of wide 
receiver Henry Ellard, who streaked 39 
yards for a touchdown. 

The Rams went on to win, 27-20, giving 
them a 10-4 record and leaving the 49ers 
in a desperate, must-win position at 8-6. 
When the regular season was over, the 
11-5 Rams were one game better than the 
10-6 49ers. 

It can be argued that tipped passes and 
even snowballs are just part of the game. 
But it also can be argued that breaks have 
a way of evening out. If so, the Rams 
could be in trouble in 1986. 

Brock also is surrounded by talent. Be- 
sides Dickerson, there’s Ron Brown, the 
human blur who can score within a blink 
on a kickoff return or pass play. 

And if Schonert can wrest the job away 
from young David Archer, he will be able 
to hand the ball to running back Gerald 
Riggs, who led the NFC by rushing for 
1,719 yards last year, or maybe even Wil- 
liam Andrews. The Falcons are saying the 
talented Andrews might be ready to test 
the knee he damaged at the Falcons 
training camp in 1984. 

Hebert, the home-grown Cajun quarter- 
back, won't have to rely on veteran Earl 
Campbell to get the Saints offense mov- 
ing. New Orleans drafted three runners 
with their first five picks—Dalton Hilliard 
(Louisiana State), Rueben Mayes (Wash- 
ington State) and Barry Word (Virginia). 

Walsh spent long hours rewriting his 
playbook in the off-season. It had some- 
thing to do with the pressure defenses the 
49ers will be facing and bringing back the 
shotgun formation. 

“Yes, we are working on some new 
things, of course,” Walsh said. “The game 
changes so fast. You can only hope to stay 
up with it and maybe get ahead if you 
can.” 


Frank Cooney covers the 49ers for the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner. 


STRAT -O- MATIC 


RO FOOTBALL 


It is rare that a fantastic pro- 
ductis greatly improved upon, 
but that's what we did to Strat- 
O-Matic Pro Football in 1983. 
Our football game's advanced 
and super advanced versions 
were wondrously revised to 
place our great product beyond 
compare, And this was done without 
making the game more difficult to play. 
Most important was the overwhelmingly 
gratifying response we received from our 
customers concerning these changes. 
Strat-O-Matic is actually 3 games in 
one—basic, advanced and super 
advanced. 
Our basic game allows you to coach all 28 NFL 
teams with each team's performance dictated by 
its player personnel and your coaching decisions. 
Each player's strengths and weaknesses are mea- 
sured. For example, the Rams' Dieter Brock has an 
excellent pass completion percentage but ex- 
periences more difficulty completing long passes 
than many other quarterbacks. Cincinnati's Larry 
Kinnebrew may not be an outside running threat, 
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Nobody’s Patsy 


Changing 49ers 
Should Continue 
Winning Ways 


By IRA MILLER 


he San Francisco 49ers didn't 

exactly perform a major over- 

haul on their 1985 cast that 

went from Super Bowl XIX 

champions to wild-card losers. 
But they did not stand pat, either. 

Coach Bill Walsh began rebuilding in 
the spring when he asked 34-year-old 
pass-rush specialist Fred Dean to retire. 
Dean, troubled by a sore knee, struggled 
through a 1985 season in which he made 
only three sacks. 

Walsh had a field day during the April 
draft, making six trades. Before he was 
through, Walsh gave up his first-round 
pick, collected several medium-round se- 
lections, unloaded backup quarterback 
Matt Cavanaugh (to Philadelphia), ac- 
quired backup quarterback Jeff Kemp 
(from the Los Angeles Rams) and ac- 
quired two first-round and two second- 
round 1987 picks. 

“We are in excellent position for next 
year,” Walsh said. He pointed out that the 
49ers are getting old, with seven of their 
offensive starters 30 or older. 

“We had to get off dead center with our 
future,” he said, “We've seen other teams 
that went five or six years with great suc- 
cess but then failed to supplement their 
teams.” 

Walsh may have been looking ahead to 
1987, but the upcoming season still 
weighed heavy on his mind. The 49ers are 
a team in need of a facelift. For the first 
time in three years, they go into a season 
without a National Football Conference 
Western Division title to defend. 

Walsh has several major problems to 
worry about. Priority No. 1 is to find a 
replacement for Dean. Attention also 
must be paid to a weakness on the corner 
that teams began to exploit at the end of 
the 1985 season, Walsh also would like to 
have another running back. He made sev- 
eral off-season acquisitions who could 
help, but none of them are sure bets. 

Make no mistake, however. The 49ers 
are nobody’s patsy. With the exception of 
wide receiver Jerry Rice, the team’s No. I 
draft pick a year ago, and the question on 
the corner, the 49ers regular cast is vir- 
tually unchanged from their last Super 
Bowl team. 

The team’s strengths begin, of course, 
with quarterback Joe Montana. Montana, 
the NFL's all-time passing ratings leader, 
had a down year in 1985 but still played 
well enough to lead the NFC in passing 
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Running back Roger Craig has es- 
tablished himself as one of the top 
double threats in the NFL. 


for the third time in five years. The big- 
gest concern was a sudden appearance of 
nagging injuries that Montana always had 
managed to avoid in previous years. 

Cavanaugh, Montana’s backup, per- 
formed well the two times he was called 
on to start a game, but Walsh worried that 
Cavanaugh’s lack of mobility could be a 
problem if he had to play for an extended 
period. So he accepted a generous trade 
offer from the Eagles (for second- and 
third-round draft picks). 

Kemp and Mike Moroski, who has been 
cut by four NFL teams, will handle back- 
up duties if anything happens to Montana. 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 


That, of course, would be a devastating 
blow. 

Montana’s supporting cast is familiar. 

Walsh hopes that he can give some rest 
to fullback Roger Craig, the first player in 
NFL history to rush and catch passes for 
1,000 yards each in one season. Craig led 
the NFL with 92 pass receptions, Wendell 
Tyler will return to handle halfback 
duties. The 31-year-old Tyler, who rushed 
for 867 yards, impressed Walsh with a 
gutsy performance in the NFC wild-card 
game last December—10 rushes for 61 
yards—less than two weeks after under- 
going arthroscopic knee surgery. 

That performance earned Tyler an- 
other season in San Francisco. The 49ers 
had been down on him before the 1985 
season for agreeing to a contract, later 
voided, with the Tampa Bay Bandits of 
the United States Football League. In- 
stead of trying to replace Tyler, the 49ers 
concentrated on finding an all-purpose 
backup for both him and Craig. Walsh 
hopes that Tom Rathman of Nebraska, an 
excellent blocker, will fill the bill. 

Rice, who finished his rookie season in 
spectacular fashion (434 yards in his final 
three games), will open the season as the 
team’s big-play receiver. But the other 
wideout, Dwight Clark, remains Mr, 
Clutch. Clark caught 10 touchdown passes 
in 1985, a career high. 

Tight end Russ Francis is coming off 
one of his best seasons. Walsh believes 
that Francis’ blocking has been an inte- 
gral part of the 49ers’ development into 
one of the NFL's better running teams. 
San Francisco averaged 4.7 yards per 
carry in 1985, tying for second highest in 
the league. 

The offensive line, featuring left guard 
John Ayers, center Fred Quillan, right 
guard Randy Cross and right tackle Keith 
Fahnhorst, has been starting together 
since 1978 and left tackle Bubba Paris has 
developed into a solid performer. 

Cross is coming off major knee surgery 
after being injured in the next-to-last 
game of the 1985 season against New Or- 
leans, He should be ready for the start of 
the season. If he’s not, however, Guy 
McIntyre can step in and play. Depth at 
tackle could be a problem. 

Most of the team’s questions concern 
defense, the key ingredient in winning 
49er teams since the beginning of the dec- 
ade. The fact that tough defense carried 
the team through its two Super Bowl 
years tends to get lost in the shuffle of 
Walsh's innovative offensive schemes. 

In 1981, the 49ers allowed the second- 
fewest points in the NFL. In 1983, they 
were fourth; in 1984, first; in 1985, second. 

And the 1986 version appears to be 
young and improving. The problem is that 
the 49ers’ woes are at key spots. 

The first priority will be to replace 
Dean. With Dean holding out most of 1984 
and then struggling in ‘85, the 49ers re- 


sorted to all sorts of gimmicks to cover 
up. They used blitzes, different alignments 
and lots of nickel coverage. Defensive co- 
ordinator George Seifert believes in an at- 
tacking, aggressive style of defense. But 
he'd like to have a vintage pass rusher, 
too. 

The 49ers hope that Alabama product 
Larry Roberts, their top draft pick (sec- 
ond round), can help fill some of the void. 
Roberts and Dwaine Board (1114 sacks in 
1985) figure to form the bookends of the 
pass-rush line. 

Left cornerback could be something of 
a problem. Second-year man Tory Nixon 
will get first crack at the position held last 
season by former Pro Bowl safety Dwight 
Hicks. Ronnie Lott exchanged positions 
with Hicks last season, Lott taking over at 
free safety with Hicks moving to the left 
corner. The switch received mixed re- 
views. 

Lott will remain at free safety while 
Hicks’ future is up in the air. The 49ers 
weren't satisfied with his play on the cor- 
ner and there were some difficult con- 
tract negotiations with him during the off- 
season. His status on the 49ers roster is 
shaky. 

When Pro Bowler Eric Wright suffered 
an injury in the final game of the regular 
season, nickelback Dana McLemore got 
first shot at his corner job. That didn’t 
work out and Nixon played the position in 
the 49ers’ wild-card game against the 
Giants. He showed potential and now it’s 
his job to lose. 

Nobody knows whether Wright will be 
ready for the season. The injury, a severe- 
ly pulled stomach muscle, takes time to 
heal. Dan Bunz, the former 49er line- 
backer, was out for more than a year with 
a similar problem in 1982-83. The 49ers 
simply cannot afford to be without 
Wright. 

There also may be a shakeup at safety. 
Lott’s position seems secure, but Walsh 
was touting third-year man Jeff Fuller 
during the off-season as a challeger for 
Pro Bowler Carlton Williamson's strong 
safety spot. Fuller is a terrific athlete who 
deserves a chance to play on more than 
just the nickel defense. He also may be 
tried on the corner. 

“Jeff is a big-play type of guy and we 
are definitely going to find a way to get 
him in the game more,” Walsh said. “He 
can play corner and he is a natural safe- 
ty.” 

For the 49ers defense to be successful, a 
big year from noseguard Michael Carter 
is a must. Carter was a key player last 
year after coming off injured reserve at 
midseason. After Carter got healthy, the 
49ers won seven of their next nine games 
and did now allow a touchdown on the 
ground. Carter wound up in the Pro Bowl. 

The defense also benefitted last season 
from the return to health of defensive end 
John Harty. Harty, who was coming off a 


two-year series of injuries and operations, 
played well. Harty and Jeff Stover proba- 
bly will start at the ends in San Francis- 
co's 3-4 defense. Stover recorded 10 sacks. 

Keena Turner went from a Pro Bowl 
linebacker in 1984 to a so-so season in 
1985. He was troubled by leg injuries and 
rarely showed the flashes of quickness 
that made him so valuable when he was 
the only linebacker who played in all of 
the team’s varied defenses. Todd Shell, 
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the No. 1 draft pick in 1984, begins his sec- 
ond season on the strong side. 

The inside linebackers are Riki Ellison 
and Mike Walter, a quick, agile athlete 
the 49ers stole on waivers from Dallas. 
They could get some help from former 
New Orleans Saint Jim Kovach. Kovach, 
the Saints’ leading tackler, came to San 
Francisco late last season when the Saints 
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bungled an attempt to sneak him through 
procedural recall waivers and the 49ers 
claimed him. 

Placekicker Ray Wersching, a 14-year 
veteran, is under the gun after a mediocre 
’85 season (just 13 field goals in 21 at- 
tempts). Many of Wersching’s problems 
could be traced to poor blocking. At one 
point, the 49ers had a kick blocked in four 
straight games. But Walsh never has been 
satisfied with his range. Punter Max Run- 
ager (39.8-yard average) also should face 
a challenge to his job. 


NEC WEST 


San Francisco 49ers nose tackle Michael Carter. 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at Tampa Bay.. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 
68 Ayers, John G 6-5 265 10 4-14-53 West Texas State 16 
26—vs. Green Bay (at iiiw.) 76 Board, Dwaine DE 6-5 248 7 11-29-56 NorthCarolnaA&T 16 
Nov. 2—at New Orleans 95 Carter, Michael NT 6-2 285 3 10-29-60 Southern Methodist 12 
Nov. 9—ST. LOUIS 87 Clark, Dwight WR 64 215 8 1-857 Clemson 16 
Nov. 17—at Washington (Wion.) 69 Colle, Bruce T 66 275 2 6-27-62 Texas-Arlington 16 
Nov. 23—ATLANTA 33 Craig, Roger RB 6-0 224 4 7-10-60 Nebraska 16 
Dec. 1—NEW YORK GIANTS (Nilon.). 51 Cross, Randy 6 63 265 11 4-25-54 UCLA 15 
Dee. 7 NEW YORK JET: 74 Dean, Fred DE 6-2 232 12 2-24-52 Louisiana Tech 16 
Dec. 14—at New Engla 50 tElison, Riki LB 62 225 4 8-15-60 SouthernCalifornia 16 
Dee. 19—LOS ANGELES RAIS (Fri 55 Fahnhorst, Jim LB 6-4 230 3 11 858 Minnesota 15 
Zi sFainbors, Ken 1 G8 273 1B 2652 Mimesota % 
—(10- errari, Ron LB 6-0 215 5 7-30-59 Illinois 
1985 RESULTS—(10-7) 81 Francis, Russ TE 66 242 11 4 3-53 Oregon 16 
86 Frank, John TE 63 25 3 41762 OhioState, ye 
49 Fuller, Jeff SAB 62 216 3 8 862 Tera: 16 
Hardy, Andre RE 63 350 3 anzeel A ierys cast) °3 
24 Harmon,Derrick -RB/KR 5-10 202 3 4-26-63 Cornell Bb 
75 tHarty, John DE 64 260 5 1217-58 Iowa 7 
22 tHicks, Dwight cB/S 1 192 8 5-56 Michigan 16 
28 Holmoe, Tom S$ 62 180 3 37-60 Brigham Young 20 
97 Johnson, Gary DT 6-2 261 12 8-31-52 Grambling n 
Kemp, Jeff QB 6-0 201 6 7-11-59 Dartmouth 55 
66 Kennedy, Allan T 67 275 4 1 8-58 Washington State °0 
57 tKovach, Jim 1B 6-2 239 8 5 156 Kentucky "6 
42 Lott, Ronnie S/CB 6-0 200 6 5-859 SouthernCalifornia 16 
Mangiero, Dino NT 62 270 6 12-29-58 Rutgers 20 
53. McColl, Mil LB 6-6 230 6 8-28-59 Stanford 16 
62 McIntyre, Guy 63 264 3 217-61 Georgia 5 
43 +McLemore,Dana CB/KR 5-10 183 5 7- 1-60 Hawai 16 
60,114 32 Monroe, Carl RB/KR 5-8 180 4 2-20-60 Utah 14 
NFC WILD-CARD GAME 16 Montana, Joe QB 6-2 195 8 6-11-56 Notre Dame 15 
3 NY. Giants 75,842 Moroski, Wike QB 6-4 200 8 9-457 Cal-Davis 5 
20 Nixon, Tory CB S11 18 2 2-24-62 Sandiego State 1% 
T7 Paris, Bubba T 66 299 4 10- 6-60 Michigan 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 56 Quillan, Fred C 65 266 9 1-27-56 Oregon 15 
Round and Player Position College Reese, Booker DE 66 260 4 920-59 Bethune-Cookman =2 
1. Choice to Dallas 80 Rice, Jerry WR 6-2 200 2 10-13-62 Mississippi Valley State 16 
2 ROBERTS, Larry DE Alabama 30 Ring, Bil RB 5-10 205 6 12-13-56 Brigham Young 10 
from Detrot Rogers, Doug DE 65 270 4 62360 Stanford 20 
2. Choice to Washington Rogers, Jimmy RB 5-10 193 6 6-29-55 Oklahoma 20 
F RATHMAN, Tom RB Nebraska 4 tRunager, Max P G1 189 8 3-24-56 SouthCarolina 16 
ene pay ee BS le 
' it = Arlit i, To srigham Young 
2 Me ee Pieces De auekes areata 72 Stover, Jeff DE 65 275 5 5-22-58 Oregon 16 
3, TAYLOR Jatin WR. Deaware State 79 FStuckey, Jim DE 64 253 7 621-58 Clemson 15 
4. HALEY, Gharles Lec dsc Maden 78 Tuiasosopo, Manu NT 6-3 262 8 830-57 UCLA 5 
ean Clever kinough Rates 58 Turner, Keena LB 62 222 7 10-2258 Purdue 5 
4, WALLACE, Steve aT ANGorn 26 Tyler, Wendell RB 5-10 207 9 5-20-55 UCLA iB 
from Wash. through Rams Veals, Elton RB 5-11 230 2 3-26-61 Tulane *0 
4. FAGAN, Keel DT Miami (Fla.) 99 Walter, Michael LB 63 238 4 11-30-60 Oregon 14 
5. Choice to San Diego Ward, Chris T 63 280 8 12-16-55 OhioState 50 
3 MILLER, Patrick LB. Florida 14 Wersching, Ray K 541 215 14 8-21-50 California 6 
from Dallas Wiliarns, Vaughn S 62 198 2 121461 Stanford °0 
6. Chatce to Washington 27 Witiamson, Carton S 60 204 6 6-12-58 Pittsburoh 16 
& GRIFFIN, Dos DB Middle Tenn. St. 85 Wilson, Mike R 63 215 6 12-19-58 Washington State 16 
from NYedlets 21 Wright, Eric CB 61 185 6 4-18-59 Missouri 16 
7. Choice to New England : *Hardy played 3 games with Seahawks in ‘85; Holmoe, Kennedy and Sapolu missed ‘85 season due 
8 POPP, Jim TE Vanderbilt jury: Kemi payed 5 games with Rams in 85; Kovach played 2 games with Saints, 4 with 49ers in 
from Philadelphia Bs ngiero last active with Seahawks in'84; Moroski played 5 games with Oilers in'85, Reese payed 2 
8. Choice used in “85 sup- ‘85; D. Rogers last active with Patriots in ‘84; J. Rogers last active with Saints in 
Hemetal raft “Ba; Veals last active with Steelers in 84; Ward last active with Saints in 84; Wiliams last active with 
9. CHERRY, Ton; RB Oregon 
10. STINSON, Elston WR Rice Option playout; subject to developments. 
10. HALLMAN, Harold LB Auburn Retired—Freddie Solomon, 11-year wide receiver, 16 games in ‘85. 


from Washington 
11. Choice to San Diego 
12. Choice to Tampa Bay 
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Also played with 49ers in ‘85—QB Matt Cavanaugh (16 games), TE Earl Cooper (15), NT Scott 
Garnett (3), € John Hill (1), LB Fulton Kuykendall (1), C Jim Leonard (9), T Vince Stroth (1). 
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WHAT’S THE HOTTEST 
THING ON TV THIS 
FOOTBALL SEASON? 


Ws EARLY 2<i1Cre 


Football's Premier PRE-GAME Preview! 


Hosted B; 


TOM KENNEDY BILLY KILMER 
ALL ASIERIGnss Former Redskin 
 @RARnre All-Pro Quarterback 


Before Each and Every Kickoff: Watch complete pre-game coverage of what will, might, or could happen 
this week in football. Each week reveals team-by-team matchup previews with all the updated injuries, trades, 
statistics, trends, and systems! 


Featuring: Football Focus—an in-depth pre-game analysis of our matchup of the week! 


WATCH EARLY ACTION’S & 
SEASON OPENER 9.5.86 


Fridays: 11:00 p.m. EST © Saturdays: 10:30 AM EST 
(Check your local cable listings for the FNN/Score channel in your area) 
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Who’s No. 1? 


Brock Is Facing 
Stiff Challenge 
At Quarterback 


By JOHN CZARNECKI 


anna talk quarterbacks, 

analyze the passing 

game? Well, you've 

come to the right place. 

There hasn't been a sug- 
gestion or solution that Los Angeles Rams 
Coach John Robinson hasn't heard. This is 
no passing controversy, either. 

The art of bad-mouthing quarterbacks 
is indigenous to Rams fans—has been 
since the Waterfield-Van Brocklin days— 
and it reached new depths after Dieter 
Brock threw 37 incompletions in 53 at- 
tempts in two playoff games last year. 
Brock averaged 2.19 yards per attempt 
and most surmised a change would be in 
order, Winners of 12 games, the Rams ap- 
peared to be a great quarterback away 
from the Super Bowl. 

Well, Robinson has restructured the po- 
sition without changing appearances 
much, Steve Bartkowski, who still pos- 
sesses a golden boy’s arm and looks at 
age 33, has joined the club as a veteran 
relief specialist, maybe even a starter. Be- 
cause his right knee makes him almost as 
immobile as Brock, Bartkowski fits per- 
fectly in the Rams’ overall approach to 
offense—praying Eric Dickerson feels 
like running for 200 yards every week. 

But the addition of Bartkowski, who has 
a keen knowledge of the NFC West after 
playing 11 seasons with Atlanta, wasn’t 
the only Robinson move. He also demoted 
himself, leaving much of the design and 
instruction of the 1986 pass-offense model 
to Dick Coury, a former head coach in the 
United States Football League who also 
has several NFL assistantships in his re- 
sume. New ideas are necessary, consider- 
ing no NFL team attempted fewer passes 
than the Rams (403) last season. 

As a counterbalance to the ages of 
Brock (35) and Bartkowski, Robinson 
spent a third-round draft pick on a quar- 
terback, But Hugh Millen of Washington 
has been earmarked for a developmental 
program. He would need a perfect sum- 
mer, plus a Wilshire ad agency, to move 
higher than No. 3 on the depth chart. 

Obviously, the Rams ignored any quick- 
fix solutions at quarterback. So what are 
they up to? 

“Granted, we need to improve the pe: 
formance at quarterback,” Robinson said. 
“We've simplified Dieter's play-calling 
numbers, In making it easier for him to 
succeed, we've shifted more of the mental 
responsibility onto the backs and line- 


LeRoy Irvin is a key member of 
Los Angeles’ talented defense. 
oy 


men.” 

The shift in emphasis wasn't by acci- 
dent. Believe it or not, Robinson is more 
concerned with his running game—and 
rightfully so. There was a meltdown in 
production in 1985. 

Partly due to a contract holdout and an 
occasional tight hamstring, Dickerson’s 
numbers took a tumble in '85. From a 5.3- 
yard average in his record 2,105-yard sea- 
son in '84, Dickerson dropped to 4.1 in 
1985. As a team, the Rams averaged only 
129 yards rushing compared to 179 the 
year before. While their passing game 
dropped only a beat, from 27th to last in 
the league, the running game fell from 
‘second to 14th. 

Part of the offensive restructuring will 
include increased use of the two-back set. 
This is a major alteration; since the arriv- 
als of Robinson and Dickerson in 1983, the 
Rams have been strictly a one-back item. 
A two-back formation will mean more 
playing time for Barry Redden, who's 
tired of sitting. Robinson feels it also will 
increase high-percentage passing oppor- 
tunities on first down. Minus a well-con- 
ceived dump-off strategy, Brock was 
sacked 17 times on first down last season. 

Satisfied with his $500,000 bonus and 
nearing his peak performance years, 
Dickerson worked like never before dur- 
ing the off-season. Entering his fourth sea- 
son, Dickerson said he had but one goal: 
getting to the Super Bowl. 

Another 2,000-yard season might do it, 
considering the effectiveness of the 
Rams’ defense. There is no Richard Dent 
or Dan Hampton up front, otherwise the 
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Rams’ defense would be the equal of the 
Bears. The linebackers and defensive 
backs form the core and both groups are 
coming off a superlative season. 

“Probably the greatest improvement 
on our team was made by the secondary,” 
Robinson said. “They forced the run and 
tackled better than they have since I've 
been here.” 

Cornerback LeRoy Irvin was named 
the team’s most valuable player and went 
on to win defensive honors in the Pro 
Bowl. 

Much of the credit for the non-gam- 
bling, structurally-sound defense goes to 
coordinator Fritz Shurmur. Robinson has 
so much faith in Shurmur that, for the sec- 
ond consecutive season, he failed to draft 
the quick pass rusher the club needs. The 
Rams are banking on another big season 
from 31-year-old Gary Jeter. Jeter re- 
turned from a herniated disc in '84 to lead 
the linemen with 11 sacks last year. The 
Rams had 56 sacks overall, 13 more than 
in 1984, 

Continued improvement is expected of 
left end Doug Reed and tackle Shawn Mil- 
ler. Reggie Doss has become a fixture at 
right end against the run. Improved 
pressure could develop if Dennis Harri- 
son, used sparingly last year after arriv- 
ing from Philadelphia, finds a role. The 
Rams also plan to experiment with line- 
backer Kevin Greene as a pass rushing 
end in four-man situations. 

The Rams simply need consistent play 
up front because both outside linebackers, 
Mike Wilcher and Mel Owens, know how 
to confine a quarterback. Wilcher had a 
club-high 1244 sacks last season and 
Owens had nine. The inside tandem of 
Jim Collins and Carl Ekern are the per- 
fect complement. Collins supplies the 
brawn and Ekern plugs in the formula; his 
experience at calling signals makes him 
irreplaceable. 

The secondary appears set at the cor- 
ners, where Irvin and Gary Green return. 
Both had six interceptions and force the 
run as well as any defensive back. Noth- 
ing is set at safety, where Vince Newsome 
appears ready to start. The headache is 
whom to sit—Johnnie Johnson or Nolan 
Cromwell? The preseason should deter- 
mine that. 

Buddy Ryan mocked the Rams’ style of 
don’t-bend defense last year, but the rea- 
son it works is elementary. Rookie punter 
Dale Hatcher, whose 38-yard net average 
led the league, supplied the field position. 
One of nine Rams in the Pro Bowl, 
Hatcher had a 43.2-yard average overall 
and placed 32 punts inside the opponent's 
20-yard line. 

The strength of any Robinson team— 
Southern Cal or the Rams—always has 
been the offensive line. The Rams have a 
veteran line, but Jackie Slater (32), 


Continued 


Veteran Canadian Football League star Dieter Brock Rams in 1985 and received mixed reviews on his quar- 
jumped to the National Football League’s Los Angeles _ terback play. 
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Dennis Harrah (33), Doug Smith (30) and 
Kent Hill (29) can’t turn back the clock. 
That's one reason why the Rams took of- 
fensive linemen Mike Schad (Queens Col- 
lege, Ont.) and Tom Newberry (Wiscon- 
sin-LaCrosse) with their first two draft 
picks. There also is concern that Smith 
may suffer a recurrence of the head in- 
jury he had last year. Irv Pankey, who 
played both guard and tackle last year, 
was the only starter not voted to the Pro 
Bowl, but the left tackle should get some 
votes in the future, There is depth on the 
offensive line as long as Tony Slaton and 
Duval Love continue to show improve- 
ment. 

The Rams talk of repeating as NFC 
West champions. They might even go a 
step further should they ever strike fear 
with their passing game. 


1986 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 7—at St. Louis 
Sept.14—SAN FRANC 
Sept:21—at Indianapolis. 


Los Angeles Rams cornerback Gary Green. 


1986 VETERAN ROSTER 


NFL 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Exp. Birthdate College 
Ge ce ies Orleans 52 Andrews, George LB 6-3 225 7 12-28-55 Nebraska 20 
Nov. 16—NEW ENGLAND 10 Bartkowski, Steve QB 6-4 218 12 11-1252 California °5 
Nov. 23—NEW ORLEANS. 90 tBrady, Ed LB 6-2 235 3 6-17-60 Tlinois 16 
Nov. 30—at New York Jet 5 Brock, Dieter QB 6-1 195 2 212-51 Jacksonville State 35 
Dec, 7—DALLAS. 89 Brown, Ron WR 5-11 181 3 331-61 Arizona State B 
Dec. 14— MIAMI 30 Scots im 1B 62 230 6 G4T58 Syacise 1% 
fc, 19—at San Francisco (Fv romwvell, Nokan 1 200 10 1-30-55 Kansas 
Be aed 70 fDelunett.Charies NT 6-4 260 10 6-17-52 San Jose State 1 
ickerson, Eric RB 6-3 22 -60 Southern Methodist. 
1985 RESULTS—(12-6) 8 Dils, Steve QB 61 191 7 128-55 Stanford 15 
Opp. Att, 71 4Doss, Reggie DE 6-4 263 9 127-56 Hampton Institute 3 
16 (H) 52,522 82 Duckworth, Bobby WR 6-3 196 5 11-27-58 Arkansas 14 
6 (A) 60,920 55 fEkern, Carl LB 6-3 230 10 5-27-54 San Jose State 16 
24 (A) 63,292 80 tEllard, Henry WR 5-11 175 4 7-21-61 Fresno State 16 
6 (H) 49/870 48 Fox, Tim S 5-11 18 11 11-153 OhioState 6 
Minnesota 10 (H) 61,139 25 Gray, Jerry CB 6-0 185 2 12-262 Texas 16 
31. Tampa Bay 27 (A) 39,607 27 Green, Gary CB 5-11 191 10 10-255 Baylor 16 
16 Kansas City’. 0 (A) 64,474 91 Greene, Kevin 1B 6-3 238 2 7-31-62 Avburn 5 
14 San Francisc 28 (H) 65,939 44 Guman, Mike RB 6-2 218 7 4-21-58 Penn State 8 
(H) 49/030 60 fHarrah, Dennis G 65 265 12 3-953 Miami(Fla) 10 
(A) 74663 26 Harris, Eric CB 6-3 202 7 8-11-55 Memphis State 9 
(a) 29960 68 Harrison, Dennis DE 68 280 9 7-13-56 Vanderbit 12 
(H) 52,710 3 Hatcher, Dale P 6-2 200 2 4 5-63 Clemson 16 
(a) 44122 81 Hil, David TE 62 240 11 1 1-54 Texas A&l 16 
San Francisc (a) e1a72 il, Kent G 6-5 260 8 3- 7-57 Georgia Tech 16 
4 St.Lo (H) 52,052 87 Hunter, Tony TE 64 237 4 5-22-60 Notre Dame 16 
6 LA. Raiders. (H) 66,676 47 Irvin LeRoy, CB Sul lee 7 315-57 Kansas 6 
jerue, Mar iB 4 1-15-60 Washington i 
Pa ae UM ees OF deter, Gary DE 6-4 260 10 3-24-55 SouthernCaforia 16 
: z Johnson, Johnnie 56 Texas 
NFC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 1 Lansford, Mike K 60 183 5 7-20-58 Washington 16 
0 Chicago .. 24 (A) 63,522 57 fLaughiin, Jim LB 6-1 222 7 7-558 Ohio State 10 
Ae Se : 
icDonald, James 5 230 : uthern California 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 69 Meisner, Greg NT 63 253 6 4-23-59 Pittsburgh u 
Round and Player Position College 98 Willer, Shawn NI 6-4 255 3 314-61 Utah State 16 
1. SCHAD, Mike T Queens (Can.) 22 Newsome, Vince S 61 179 4 1-22-61 Washington 16 
2) NEWBERRY, Tom G Wis-LaCrosse 58 fOwens, Mel LB 6-2 224 6 12- 7-58 Michigan 16 
3, MILLEN, Hugh QB Washington 75 Pankey, Irv T 6-4 267 6 12-15-58 PennState 16 
from Det. through S.F 43 Pleasant, Mike CB G1 195 2 8-16-58 Oklahoma 20 
3. Choice to Buffalo 30 Redden, Barry RB 5-10 205 5 7-21-60 Richmond 14 
4: Choice to Philadelphia 93 tReed, Doug DE 63 262 3 7-16-60 SanDiego State 16 
5. Choice to San Diego 78 Slater, Jackie T 64 271 11 5-27-54 Jackson State 16 
6: COX, Robert T UCLA 61 Slaton, Tony C 63 265 3 4-12-61 SouthernCalifornia 13 
from Indianapolis 56 +Smith, Doug € 63 260 9 11-25-56 Bowling Green B 
6, WILLIAMS, Lynn RB Kansas 51 Vann, Norwood LB 6-2 225 3 2-18-62 East Carolina a 
7. Choice to Indianapolis 33 White, Charles RB 5-10 190 6 1-22-58 SouthernCalifornia 16 
8, JARECKI, Steve LB UCLA 54 Wicher, Mike LB 63 240 4 3-20-60 North Carolina 16 
a coat tampa Bay 88 Young, Michael WR 61 18 2 2 262 UCLA 5 
BEL, Hank Fullerton St. *Andrews and Pleasant missed ‘85 season due to injury; Bartkowski played 5 games with Falcons, 
9. WATTS, Elbert DB Southern Cal active for 2 games with Redskins but di in 85; Mel ith Li i 
saeco cour al active for 2 games is but did not play in “85; McDonald played 6 games with Lions, 9 with 
11. SCHWANKE, Chul RB South Dakota +Option playout; subject to developments. 
12, Choice to Indianapolis Also played with Rams in ‘85—T Bill Bain (15 games), TE Mike Barber (5), G Russ Bolinger (6), RB 
12, DUPRE, Marcus RB Oklahoma Lynn Cain (7), RB A.J. Jones (1), QB Jeff Kemp (5), DE Booker Reese (2). 


from Denver 


98 * The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 


Plugging the Leaks 


Lowly Falcons 
Make Defense 
Top 1986 Priority 


By GLENN SHEELEY 


an Henning’s Atlanta Fal- 

cons have won just 15 games 

during his three seasons as 

coach of the National Foot- 

ball League team. Despite 
such meager success, Henning is coming 
off his biggest victory. 

The triumph came just before Christ- 
mas 1985, after the Falcons finished their 
second consecutive 4-12 season, Nearly 
fired, Henning was given a last-minute re- 
prieve by Falcons Owner Rankin Smith 
Sr. and sons. If the Japanese had dodged 
this many bullets, World War II might still 
be in progress. 

Henning therefore enters the 1986 sea- 
son working on a one-year contract—an 
arrangement that might not keep him 
employed even that long if the Falcons 
encounter the kind of difficulties that be- 
fell them in the last two seasons. With his 
usual confidence, though, Henning 
laughed at the situation, saying, “Every 
coach is working on a one-year contract. 
Some just don’t know it.” 

The Falcons have undergone some 
major shuffling for 1986, and the changes 
affect the front office, the coaching staff 
and the players. Eddie LeBaron, who 
since 1977 had served the team as general 
manager and then as executive vice presi- 
dent, is out. Tom Braatz, general manager 
since 1982, has been demoted to director 
of college scouting. Taking over as the 
club's top front-office man will be Smith's 
youngest son, Taylor, whose duties proba- 
bly will encompass those formerly held by 
both LeBaron and Braatz. 

The key new member of the coaching 
staff, unquestionably, is defensive coordi- 
nator Marion Campbell, who was fired as 
the Philadelphia Eagles’ head coach late 
last season. 

The influence of Campbell, who com- 
piled a 6-19 record as head coach of the 
Falcons in the mid-'70s, has been obvious. 
He not only brought along defensive assis- 
tants Fred Bruney, Tom Brasher and 
Chuck Clausen from Philadelphia, he 
brought his defensive scheme, too. The 
Falcons will return to a predominantly 3-4 
alignment this season, and Campbell's 
lobbying was clearly the main reason the 
Falcons took Oklahoma nose tackle Tony 
Casillas with their initial first-round pick 
in last April's draft (second overall) and 
Syracuse defender Tim Green with their 
other first-round selection. 

Casillas, who anchored the Sooners’ na- 


tional-championship defense a year ago, 
is an automatic starter at nose tackle and 
Green, who played on the defensive line 
during his college career, will be either a 
pass rusher from an outside-linebacker 
spot or a down lineman when the Falcons 
go to the 4-3, 

Campbell has a couple of familiar faces 
from Philadelphia on hand as he attempts 
to seal the leaks in an Atlanta defense 
that ranked 25th overall last year in the 
NFL and yielded the most points in the 
league (452), Linebackers Joel Williams 
and Reggie Wilkes, demoted by new 
Eagles Coach Buddy Ryan, were obtained 
for No. 5 and No. 7 draft picks. Williams is 
a former Falcons standout who was trad- 
ed to Philadelphia during a contract im- 
passe in 1983, Henning’s first year as At- 
lanta coach, 

The Atlanta linebackers, invisible last 
year, will be a highly competitive group in 
1986, Green and seven-year veteran 
Buddy Curry could be the inside line- 
backers, with added competition from 
second-year man Ronnie Washington. 
Williams and Wilkes will challenge veter- 
ans John Rade and Al Richardson, who 
were outside starters in 1985, Also in the 
picture are veterans David Frye and 
Johnny Taylor, 

Rick Bryan, a potential Pro Bowler who 
was moved outside to left end in the Fal- 
cons’ 4-3 defense last year, moves to the 
right side in the 3-4. Mike Pitts, who 
played tackle last season, now is at left 
end. With Bryan (a 1984 draftee), Pitts (an 
"83 pick) and Casillas in starting roles, the 
entire front is made up of No. 1 draft 
choices, Defensive end Mike Gann, a No. 
2 pick in 1985 and a starter last season, is 
a victim of the new defensive alignment 
and may be limited to appearances in a 
4-3 setup. 

The Falcons’ secondary is still question- 
able, although injuries didn’t help the situ- 
ation last year. Against San Francisco in 
Week 2, cornerback James Britt broke 
two bones in his lower leg, safety Kenny 
Johnson fractured his shoulder blade and 
rookie defensive back Tiger Greene 
sprained his knee. Henning pulled rookie 
free agent Wendell Cason, a late cut in the 
Falcons’ training camp, off the streets 
and started him at cornerback the next 
week. 

Henning hopes to avoid such an injury 
situation in '86, and at the same time he’s 
looking for more production from corner- 
back Bobby Butler, who led the team with 
five interceptions last year but still lacked 
consistency. Scott Case, who admits to 
sometimes caring more about a hit than 
the ball, starts at safety along with John- 
son. Britt, if fully recovered, will man the 
other corner. 

The pivotal offensive position is, not 
surprisingly, quarterback. Last season, 
Henning decided that 1l-year veteran 
Steve Bartkowski’s strong arm was negat- 


ed by his lack of mobility and switched to 
second-year free agent David Archer, 
who started the last 11 games of the year. 
Archer finished as the National Confer- 
ence’s lowest-rated passer, throwing 
seven touchdown passes and being inter- 
cepted 17 times. 

Henning hopes he solved the quarter- 
back problem with the off-season acquisi- 
tion of seven-year veteran Turk Schonert 
from Cincinnati. Schonert could well beat 
out Archer, whose arm was suspect as the 
Falcons’ deep passing game became al- 
most non-existent. 

If Schonert isn’t the answer, Henning’s 
critics will be quick to point out that he 
passed up Purdue quarterback Jim Ever- 
ett in the draft. Backup quarterback Bob 
Holly’s status is questionable after an off- 
season auto accident forced removal of 
his spleen, 

Running back Gerald Riggs led the 
NEC in rushing last year (1,719 yards) and 
never fumbled in his second season as a 
starter after taking over for William An- 
drews, who suffered a career-threatening 
knee injury in August 1984. Andrews will 
try a comeback after two years of rehabil- 
itation, and Henning is hoping that the 
man who twice compiled rushing/receiv- 
ing totals of 2,000 yards in a season can at 
least be the blocker and receiver he was, 
if not the bullish, inside runner. Henning 
has spoken of using two-back sets with 
more regularity this season after three 
years of the one-back system, but that de- 
pends on Andrews. 

“Anything William can contribute is a 
plus," Henning said. “Not many people 
could have come back this far.” 

Effective Joe Washington, an 11th-year 
pro, returns as the third-down run- 
ner/blocker/receiver, with Henning also 
able to call on veterans Cliff Austin and 
Tim Tyrrell. 

The Falcons need great improvement 
from their wide receivers, Starters Stacey 
Bailey and Charlie Brown combined for 
only 54 receptions last year and the load 
went to the shoulders of veteran Billy 
(White Shoes) Johnson, who was playing 
his 11th NFL season. Returning from knee 
surgery, Johnson led the Falcons with 62 
catches and also helped on special teams 
(he became the NFL's all-time leader in 
punt-return yardage). H-back Cliff Benson 
returns as the blocking tight end in mo- 
tion, with Arthur Cox at the other tight 
end spot. 

Guard John Scully (broken leg) and 
tackle Mike Kenn (knee surgery) saw 
their '85 seasons cut short, but they're 
back and eager to help slash the sack 
total (a league-high 69 last year) inflicted 
by opposing pass rushers. A pleasant sur- 
prise on the offensive line in '85 was the 
play of No. 1 draft pick Bill Fralic, who 
overcame a switch from tackle to guard 


Continued 
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| Falcons 
| Continued 
(ee ee 
and withstood nagging, season-long in- 
juries. Tackle Brett Miller, who missed 
four games last season because of an 
ankle injury, is a starter. At center, 
there’s the amazing Jeff Van Note, the 
league's oldest player returning for an 
. 18th pro season at age 40. Backup Wayne 
Radloff, a USFL import who struggled last 
season, needs to ease the burden on Van 
Note. 
Falcons placekicker Mick Luckhurst Atlanta Falcons offensive lineman Bill Fralic. 
had 17 straight field goals in one stretch 
| last year and has solidified himself as one 
_ of the league's most consistent weapons. 
Rick Donnelly, who missed the last five 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
games of the season with a knee injury, 
still had the best punting average (43.6) of Ney ares tie Eee Uk apes iasee 
) anyone in the NFC. Ralph Giacomarro St rere Wibarn itive ane aes aeeaten 38 
was an emergency replacement for Don- a Archer, Dns QB Be Towa State aa 
nelly in '85, but he must wage a stiff fight Austin, Cliff RB 6-0 Clemson 
to stave off a permanent return to private fa 2 Bale, ace Wed peers ua 
business. a Best iy bie By Bore 3 
i i \- +Benson, Thomas LB 6. lahoma 
peas be Tay at 26 4Britt, James CB 6-0 Louiiana State 
ning. Brown, Aaron 1B 6-2 Ohio Stat * 
89 Brown, Charlie WR 5-10 South Carolina State B 
ryan, Rick DE 6-4 oma 
1986 SCHEDULE 33 Butler, Bobby CB 5-11 Florida State 16 
Sept. 7—at New Orleans .. 25 Case, Scott S 6-0 Oklahoma 14 
Sept.14—ST. LOUIS 20 Cason, Wendell cB 5-1 Oregon 14 
88 Cox, Arthur TE 6-2 Texas Southern 16 
ie 30 Croudip, David B/S 5-8 San Diego State 13 
5 PHILADELPH 50 Curry, Buddy LB 6-4 North Carolina 16 
: 12—LOS ANGELES 3 Donnelly, Rick P 6-0 Wyoming 11 
19—SAN FRANCISCO. 73 Frat Bi TG 6-5 Pittsburgh 15 
58 Frye, Davia LB 6-2 Purdue. 14 
76 Gann, Mike DE 6-5 Notre Dame 16 
1 fehemarro} Ralph P 6-1 Penn State 5 
70 Goff, Willard DT 6-3 West Texas State 7 
33 Greene, Tiger CB 5-10 Western Carolina 10 
30—at Mian 8 tHolly, Bob QB 6-2 Princeton 4 
7 —INDIANABOLIS 71 Howe, Glen T 6-6 Southern Mississippi ay 
. 14—NEW ORLEANS. 51 Jackson, Jeff LB 6-1 ‘Auburn n 
21—at Detroi 81 Johnson, Billy WR 5-9 Widener 16 
37 Johnson, Kenny S 5-11 Mississippi State 5 
78 Kenn, Mike T 67 Michigan 1 
63 Kiewel, Jeff 6 6-4 Arizona 16 
80 Landrum, Mike TE 6-2 Souithern Mississippi “0 
18 Luckhurst, Mick K 62 California 16 
52 Malancon, Rydell LB 6-1 Louisiana State *0 
49 Matthews, Allama TE 6-2 Vanderbilt 15 
62 Miller, Brett T 6-7 fowa 12 
64 Pellegrini, Joe G/C 6-4 Harvard 
74 Pitts, Mike OT 6-5 Alabama 16 
27 Pridemore, Tom S 5-11 West Virginia 16 
72 Provence, Andrew DE 6-3 South Carolina 16 
59 Rade, John LB 6-1 Boise State 16 
55 Radloff, Wayne C/G 6-5 Georgia 16 
56 Richardson, Al 1B 6-3 Georgia Tech 16 
42 Riggs, Gerald RB 6-1 Arizona State 16 
67 tSanders, Eric T 67 Nevada-Reno 16 
Schonert, Turk QB 6-1 Stanford ov 
Scott, Lindsay WR 6-1 Georgia °9 
16 New Orta 61 Scully, Jotin G 6-6 Notre Dame 8 
‘ 29 Stamps, Sywester RBS? Jackson State 2 
( aylor, Johnny wai 
| 1986 DRAFT CHOICES 66 Thomas, Chuck C/G 6-3 Oklahoma 4 
a ) Round and Player Position College 22 Thomas, Sean B/S 5-11 Texas Christian Sl 
1. CASILLAS, Tony NT Oklahoma 32 Tyrrell, Tim RB 6-1 Northern Illinois 16 
~) 2. GREEN, Tim LB Syracuse 57 Van Note, Jeff C 62 Kentucky 16 
from Washington 36 Wagoner, Dan B/S 5-10 Kansas 4 
. Choice to Washington 24 +Washington, Joe RB 5-10 Oklahoma 
. Choice to Cincinnati 92 Washington, Ronnie LB 6-1 Northeast Louisiana State % 
. Choice to L.A. Raiders 45 Whisenhunt, Ken TE 6-2 Georgia Tech 
. Choice to Washington Wilkes, Reggie 1B 6-4 Georgia Tech 1G 
. Choice to Kansas City Williams, Joel LB 6-1 Wisconsin-LaCrosse ey 
Ltrough Washington Williams, Michael RB 6-2 225 3 7-16-61 Mississippi College °0 
BEE a pests 8 Heaters kaANsthy Andrews, Landrum and Malancon missed ‘85 season due to injury; A. Brown played 7 games with 
WI TANS eee ey mmssour St Eagles in ‘85; Crouaip played 2 games with Chargers, 11 with Falcons in 85; Howe played 2 games with 
SA eh ne issouri St. Steeles, with Faleons in 85; Schonert played 7 sames with Bengals in ‘89; Scatt played 9 games with 
Gheteeto Philadelphia in '85; S. Thomas played 5 games with Bengals, 6 with Falcons in ‘85; Wilkes played 16 games 
.& Hens Keon Destine SE ah "Eagles in ‘85; 4; Willams played 7 games wih-Eadles n-85; M. Willams last active with Eaghes in 
é ee Reo Mnme clas * Option playout; subject to developments. 
. freee omy Pa Also played with Falcons in ‘85—QB Steve Bartkowski (5 games), DT Roy Harris (5), DE Lawrence 
GRIFFIN, Steve WR Purdie Beate iy ee 
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Atlanta Falcons running back Gerald Riggs, who made _ only bright spot in a dismal 4-12 season as he led the 
his first Pro Bowl appearance in 1985, was the club’s | NFC with 1,719 yards rushing. 
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Great Expectations 


Can Finks, Mora 
Lift Lowly Saints 
Over the Hump 


By JIMMY SMITH 


ow many times is it now, this 

seemingly perpetual start- 

ing-over process that has be- 

come the trademark of the 

National Football League’s 
most unsuccessful franchise? 

Hope, it is said, springs eternal. 

In New Orleans, it springs every four or 
five years. Each time the Saints change 
coaches, 

This time, there may be some valid 
basis for these rediscovered expectations 
for two reasons; Jim Finks and Jim Mora. 

When Managing General Partner Tom 
Benson sacked the Bum Phillips regime— 
it was a two-shift housecleaning (No- 
vember 1985 and January 1986)—he took 
the first step toward making a 19-year 
loser a potential winner. 

Benson hired Finks, the primary archi- 
tect of two Super Bowl teams—first in 
Minnesota and most recently in Chicago 
—to be his general manager, giving him 
full control over the operation of the foot- 
ball team. 

Finks then went about the task of find- 
ing a qualified head coach whose ideas 
about the game weren't covered with the 
dust of the 1950s, 

He chose Mora, the most successful 
coach in the short history of the United 
States Football League. In three seasons, 
Mora guided the Philadelphia/Baltimore 
Stars to three USFL championship games 
and two titles. In contrast, the Saints have 
never made the NFL playoffs. Mora had 
job offers from the Philadelphia Eagles 
and St. Louis Cardinals, but had an inkling 
the New Orleans job might be the one to 
take. 

“Tt was a gut feeling,” he said. 

In becoming the 10th head coach in the 
20-year history of the Saints, Mora inherit- 
ed a team with a solid foundation in need 
of a little shoring up in critical places, un- 
like Phillips, who virtually had to rebuild 
the entire defense—and did—into one of 
the NFL's best. 

The most help was needed offensively, 
where the Saints’ million-dollar quarter- 
back of the future, Bobby Hebert, found 
little to work with in the backfield a year 
ago. 

There was an aging Earl Campbell, 
whose training camp and preseason per- 
formance promised glimpses of the past 
but whose regular-season output pointed 
toward retirement or, at most, a dimin- 
ished supporting role, Campbell, now 31, 


102 * 


Linebacker Rickey Jackson is the 
most talented member of New Or- 
leans’ improving defense. 


rushed just 158 times for 643 yards and 
one touchdown. 

Reliable fullback Hokie Gajan, who had 
led the NFL in average yards-per-carry in 
both 1983 and 1984, virtually destroyed his 
knee against Seattle in Week 10, clouding 
his football future. He won't be ready to 
play until the end of October—and that 
may be an optimistic projection. 

That put Wayne Wilson back at full- 
back, and he led the team in rushing with 
645 yards. Reserve tailback Tyrone Anth- 
ony, who has a ruptured disc, refused to 
undergo off-season surgery and tried to 
rehabilitate the injury with rest. He was 
waived in May, 

So New Orleans drafted three running 
backs—Louisiana State’s Dalton Hilliard, 
Washington State’s Rueben Mayes and 
Virginia’s Barry Word—in the first three 
rounds, Hilliard and Mayes could give the 
Saints the multi-dimensional talents need- 
ed from NFL running backs today. 

New Orleans also went for offensive 
line help in an effort to keep Hebert 
healthy. Saints quarterbacks were sacked 
58 times last year, so it was no surprise 
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that Finks made massive, 6-5, 289-pound 
Virginia tackle Jim Dombrowski his No. 1 
draft choice. 

“We think he was the best offensive 
lineman in the draft and the most valu- 
able and talented guy on the board at the 
time we picked,” Mora said. “His ability 
as a pass blocker now and overall poten- 
tial for the future gave us a better feeling 
about him than some of the other line- 
men. He should solidify our offensive line 
for many years.” 

The next order of business was to pro- 
vide the strong-armed Hebert with a re- 
ceiver who could run the deep pattern. 

Veterans Eugene Goodlow and Eric 
Martin, who collectively caught 67 
catches for seven touchdowns in '85, 
couldn't quite stretch opposing defenses 
enough to open up the underneath game. 

So the Saints went after a pair of fast 
wide receivers—Kelvin Edwards of Liber- 
ty Baptist and converted running back 
Robert Thompson of Youngstown State, 
who has been clocked at 4.35 seconds in 
the 40. Holy Cross All-America running 
back Gill Fenerty, a New Orleans native, 
is projected as a possible wide receiver as 
well. 

Defensively, the Saints’ rankings fell 
dramatically in '85, After ranking first in 
the league two years in a row, the pass 
defense plummeted to 23rd. Opponents 
threw for 26 touchdowns and nearly 4,000 
yards, 

Veteran strong safety Russell Gary 
missed all but the first two weeks of the 
season with a knee injury and the Saints 
never seemed to recover from his loss. 
Time after time, they were burned by the 
deep pass. 

To possibly counteract that, the Saints 
gambled on former Miami (Fla.) corner- 
back Reggie Sutton, who didn’t play in 
1985 because of academic ineligibility. 
Sutton was a fifth-round pick who could 
turn out to be the surprise of the draft—or 
a bust. 

The only place the Saints didn't help 
themselves was at inside linebacker. Phil- 
lips let the Saints’ two starting inside line- 
backers get away last year—one in a con- 
tract squabble, the other through a waiver 
wire blunder. Dennis (Dirt) Winston left 
the team early in the season because the 
Saints wouldn't renegotiate his contract 
and ended up back in Pittsburgh. Jim Ko- 
vach, the team's leading tackler the previ- 
ous three years, was injured in the second 
week. When Phillips tried to sneak him 
through waivers late in the season, in- 
stead of using the last of his five free acti- 
vation moves, San Francisco claimed him. 

That left Glen Redd and rookie Jack 
Del Rio, transplanted from the outside, in 
the middle. Second-year man James 
Haynes beat out 10-year veteran Whitney 
Paul at the right outside spot while three- 
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Super Bowl! | thru XX 


Toast tne Super Bow! Champions with this 
handsome 20 o2. Ceramic Tankard featuring 
the full color logo on the front. The back has 
the scores ofthe entire season and opponents, 
Rim: SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS. Each Tank- 
ard is richly banded in 22K gold and tired at 
extremely high temperatures for Color-brite 
brilliance, permanency and strength 


Compl stot a 20-6000 $47 OO 


Super Bow! XXI Steins available 4 to 6 weeks after game 


$B-1 - Green Bay Packers $B-XI - Oakland Raiders 
‘SB-Il- Green Bay Packers SB-Xil - Dallas Gowboys 
‘SBHlll - New York Jets SB-XIll - Pittsburgh Steelers 


‘SB-lV - Kansas City Chiefs 
SB-V - Baltimore Colts 
SB-VI - Dallas Cowboys 
SB-VIl - Miami Dolphins 
SB-VIlI - Miami Dolphins 
SB4IX - Pittsburgh Steelers 
SB-X - Pittsburgh Steelers 


SB-XIV - Pittsburgh Steelers 
‘SB-XV - Oakland Raiders 
SB-XVI - San Francisco 49ers 
SB-XVII - Wash, Redskins 
SB-XVIII = L.A, Raiders. 
SB-XIX - San Francisco 49ers 
‘SB-XX - Chicago Bears 
SB-XXI -? 


PLAY TRIVIA WITH THE NFL 
AND YOUR FAVORITE TEAM! 

W's fun tor family, friends and die 
hard NFL fans, There are 2400 
questions that will challenge your 
Knowledge of this great trivia 
game. It is played on a real-life 
football field. Available for the 
following teams, 

Raiders Bears CRams (49ers 
Cowboys Chargers OBroncos 


529% os, 


NFL TEAM 
WALL PLAQUE 


The beautifully finished wall 
plaque is solid North American 
Pine, with smooth beveled edges. 
Your team’s helmet is reproduced 
ints actual colors, along with the 
team name, 
Size: 0%" x1 814,00 
‘AIL NEL teams available 
(All MLBB teams also available) 


SUPER BOWL 


A Great Collectors Item. A. 
Complete Set of all 20 Super 
Bow! pins in a glass display 

frame, $175.00 for set 


Buy your favorite 
‘Superbowl Pins 
individually at 


$10. aa, 


NFL TEAM 
COLLECTOR PINS 


Complete set of 28 NFL pins 
‘mounted on velvet and framed 
$150.00 (not illustrated) 

You can buy pins 
individually at 80° ea 


ITEMS BEING ORDERED 


NFL #1000 The Top of the Line, 


logo in full color. One size 
available) 


NFL #1002 The Cord NFL Coaches Cap $15.00 ea, 


NFL #1001 White cotton NFL with direct em- 
broidered NFL. logo, 


PRO HELMETS 
By Riddel 
The Helmet of the Pro's, 
Official Riddell Profes- 
sional Helmet, The same 
helmet the Pro's wear. 
“We cannot guarantee a 
certain size or mask, A 
great collectors item 


3159.%ea. 
The best pricel 
All teams available. 
‘Allow Six Week Delivery 
THE JERSEY 
OF THE PRO'S 


Full color pro:cut, short 
Sleeve, tapered body. In 
{ull color with player's 
number - (only white 

jersey, St. Louis Cardinals). 
‘Adult sizes: S-M-L-XL. 


“Names listed below are 


hot on back of Jerseys, 
They are listed so you 


by SANOKNIT can identify the players. 
“Any special requests, 
$54.00. please call for assistance 


*We do offer names sewn onto back of Jersey 
at an additional cost of $20.00 


Redskins -7 Thismamn Bears -72 Pery Stl Stallworth 
Redskins “81 Monk Bears - 83 Gaul Steelers - 3 Lipps, 
owboys 11 White Beas 9 Dent Browns - 17 Kosar 
Gowhoys $4 Dorset” Sains Campbell Browns 2 Brown 
Gowboys - 40 Bates fontana Brows - 82 Newsome 
Cowboys 54 R'White ders & lak Bengals » 7 Esiason 
Cardinals - 15 Lomax ‘amwell Bengals - {olinaswort | 
Girdle = Anderson Rams 28 Deversan les 1 Moon 
Cardinals -B1 Greene Jets 24 MeNell Raiders 25 Biletnikoll 
Glanis 11 Simms Jols 73 Klocko ‘lars = 32 Allen 
Giants 20 Morris, Jets - 99 Gastineau 

Giants -§3 Carson Dolphins = 13 Marino 

Giants §6 Taylor Dolphins = 83 Clayton Seahawis = 17 
Eagles <4 Hopkins Dolphins -89 Duper” Seanawks «28 Warner 
Fagles 82 Quick Palriols- 1 Eason. Seahawks -B0 Largent 
Vikings -9 Kramer Patrols - $2 G-James Chargers - 14 Fouls 
Bears-9 McMahon Patrols ~6 Tippett. Chargers - 80 Winsiow 
Bears: 34 Payion Parts -BO Fryar Broncos -7 Elway 


Bears - 45 Fencik 
Bears - 60 Singletary 


Stovlors = 12 Bradshaw 


Parkers 40 Loin 
Steelers - 88 Lambert fe wi 


Bucs 22 Wilder 


[size [QUANTITY] PRICE | PLAYER'S #| TOTAL 


Name 


Address 


Total Merchandise Amt 
Nod. Sales Tax 6% 
Shipping] Canadian Orders Add 20% 


State. 


Delivery Charge 


city Zip 


Phone 


TOTAL AMOUNT $ 


Payment © Check © Money Order © Visa 


© MasterCard 


Card # 


lBHaa88) 


Espunate Signature —_ 


Postage Schedule: Up to $16.00 add $2.95, 
$16.01 to $40.00 add $4.95. 
‘Over $40.00 add $6.95, 
Minimum VISA or M.C. orders - $15.00 
4 weoks delivery on checks, 


es Cap is 100% Wool, double stretched, with 
NFL city and team name, Direct embroidered 


NFL 20 oz. Ceramic Stein. 
Full color logo banded in 22 KT Gold. Set of all 
28 teams $350.00 315 00 ea 
NFL 12 oz. 

Ceramic Coffee Cup. 

Full color logo banded in 22KT Gold, 

Set of all 28 teams $180.00 58. 00 ea 


NFL 3 oz. Shot Glass ... 
Set of all 28 teams $90.00 54. eq 


‘The ProNFL Coach: 


fits all (all teams 


$15, ea. 


515." ea. 


NFL T-SHIRTS 


Shirts are poly/cotton blend. All 28 teams are 
available, (We cannot guarantee the same logo on 
all shirts as shown in picture as we buy trom 

different manufacturers.) 5] 2: 00 ea. 


Adult Sizes S-M-L 


NFL Novelty items 
Wrist Bands... $350 ¢a, 
Bumper Sticker , $2.50 
| = Pennants ,...... $300 

All Teams Available 


SUPER BOWL XX 


| pra ITEMS 
q 1, Super Bow! XX Embroidered 
pe . $15.00 ea, 
amps 
$13.00 ea, 
3, Super Bowl Champs T-Shirt 
| S-M-L-XL $12.00 ea. 


4, Super Bow! Champs Bumper Sticker$3.00 ea. 
8. Super Bow! Champs Pennant .....$400 ea 
6, Super Bowl Champs Coffee Cup . . $10.00 ea. 


BEARS SUPER BOWL XX 


CHAMPS HAT 


(same style hat Richard 
Dent wore in post game 
interview) 

One siz is at 


| syoaansy SUPER BOWL PROGRAMS 
| a, Super Bowl XX Program $ 6.00 ea, 
b, Super Bowl XIX Program $ 7.00 ea. 
c. Super Bow! XVIII Program $ 8.00 ea, 
d, Super Bow! XVII Program $ 9.00 ea. 
e, Super Bow! XVI Program $10.00 ea, 
1. Super Bowl XV Program $12.00 ea. 
1986 YEARBOOKS 
Not Available Unt September 
Raiders - $6.00 Jets - $6.00 Broncos - $6.00 
49ers - $6.00 Bears - $6.00 Redskins - $7.00 
Patriots - $6.00 Giants - $6.00 _ Packers - $6.00 
FOR FULL COLOR 
00 
SEND $2" _ SPORTS CATALOG 
Canadian orders must add shipping plus 20% to total 
order - No COD's & 
‘Sono £0 EO 
All prices are in SPORTS 
atc ough ENTERPRISES, inc, 
en P.O. Box 103 SNPF 
(609) 737-2902 Titusville, NJ 08560 


+ Saints 
y Ad . 
x Continued 
time All-Pro Rickey Jackson held down 
the left side, all the while complaining 
about being underpaid. 
The defensive line, anchored by left 
' end Bruce Clark (81% sacks last year), 
"seems solid. 
_____ The Saints needed to make no changes 
in their kicking game, perhaps the finest 
in the league. All-Pro placekicker Morten 
_ Andersen hit on 31 of 35 field-goal at- 
tempts last year and Brian Hansen, an 
All-Pro as a rookie in 1984, ranked fifth 
among NFC punters. a= f 
Now all Mora has to do is make the es 
Saints a winner, something his predeces- New Orleans Saints fullback Wayne Wilson. 
sors failed to do. 
? “It's incredible to see how much inter- 
est has been sustained after all of the los- 1986 VETERAN ROSTER 
ing seasons,” Mora said of New Orleans’ (a A 
i i james 
fan support. “You would think there might No. NiName: Pos. Ht Wt Exp. College in’85 
' be some apathy. Well, I haven't seen any. 7 Andersen, Morten K 62 205 5 Michigan State 16 
It’s been just the opposite. It makes you 89 Bremer, Hoby TE 64 205 6 Southern Caiforia 16 
i rock, Stan T 66 288 olorado 
ieee) Wonder hows wild, these; people. will be: 35 Campbell, Earl RB 5-11 233 9 Texas 16 
when we win.’ iB Clark, Bruce DE 63 ee . Penn State ue 
: Hope, you see, does spring eternal. ll Clark, Kelvin G 63 27 Nebraska 
ry Bee ee 30 Del Rio, Jack lB 64 235 2 Southern Catfornia 1% 
| delman, Brad : 5 issouri 
1986 SCHEDULE 99 Eliott, Tony NT 6-2 300 5 North Texas State 16 
= 43 Fowler, Bobby RB 6-2 230 2 Louisiana Tech 10 
: 46 Gajan, Hokie RB 5-11 226 5 Louisiana State 6 
Sept.21—at San Francisco 20 Gary, Russell S 5-11 19% 6 Nebraska 2 
Sept.28—at New York Giant: 97 Geathers, James DE 67 267 3 Wichita State 16 
©) Oct. 5—WASHINGTON 77 Gilbert, Daren T 66 285 2 Cal State-Fullerton 16 
"| Oct. 12—at Indianap 88 Goodlow, Eugene WR 62 181 4 Kansas State 12 
= © Oct. 19—TAMPA BAY z 86 Groth, Jeff WR 5-10 181 8 Bowling Green 2 
: Oct: 26—at New York Jets. 0 10 Hansen, Brian P 63 218 3 Sioux Falls (S.D.) 16 
TT] Nov. 2—SAN FRANCISCO. 87 fHardy, Larry TE 63 246 9 Jackson State 16 
: 9—LOS ANGELES RAMS. 92 Haynes, James 1B 62 227 3 Mississippi Valley 16 
3 Hebert, Bobby QB 64 215 2 Northwestern State (La.) 6 
61 Hilgenberg, Joe! C/G 63 253 3 Towa 5 
= 24 Hoage, Terry S 63 199 3 Georgia 16 
57 Jackson, Rickey 1B 62 239 6 Pittsburgh 16 
Jenkins, Fletcher DE 62 258 2 Washington 17 
. 21—at Minnesota. Joiner, Tim 1B 6-4 248 3 Louisiana State *0 
55 Kohibrand, Joe iB 6-4 242 2 Miami (Fla.) 2 
60 Korte, Steve © 62 271 Arkansas 
1985 RESULTS— (5-11) 64 Lafary, Dave T 67 285 9 Purdue sa 
Saints Opp. Att. 84 Martin, Eric WR 61 195 2 Louisiana State 16 
| 27 Kansas Cit 47 (H) 57,760 39 Maxie, Brett cB/S 6-2 190 2 Texas Southern 16 
Tel 23 Denver. 34 (A) 74,488 19 Merkens,Guido © QB/WR 6-1 197 9 ‘Sam Houston State 16 
PY) 20 Tampa Ba 13 (H) 45,320 80 Miller, Mike WR 6-0 183 3 12-29-59 Tennessee 3 
/ 20 San Francisc 17 (A) 58,053 74 Moore, Deriand NT 6-4 273 14 10- 7-51 Oklahoma 6 
23 Philadelphia 21 (H) 56,364 51 Paul, Whitney LB 6-3 218 11 10- 8-55 Colorado 14 
13 LA. Raiders.. 23 (A) 48,152 53 }Pelluer, Scott LB 6-2 227 6 4-28-59 Washington State li 
24 Atlant: 31 (A) 44,784 71 Perot, Petey G 62 271 7 Northwestern State (La.) 7 
13 N.Y. Giants 21 (H) 54,082 25 Poe, Johnnie cB 61 194 6 Missouri 16 
10 LA. Rams 28 (A) 49,030 Porter, Tracy WR 62 202 5 Louisiana State °0 
3 Seatt 27 (H) 47,365 47 Rackley, David CB 5-9 172 2 Texas Southern 7 
14 Green Bay 38 (A) 52/104 58 Redd, Gien 1B 61 231 5 Brigham Young 16 
30 Minnesota 23 (A) 54,117 70 tRourke, Jim T 65 263 7 Boston College 13 
29 L.A. Rams. (H) 44,122 65 Schreiber, Adam 6 64 270 3 Texas 1 
16 i (A) 29527 Scott, Malcolm TE 64 240 2 Louisiana State 20 
19 (H) 46,065 82 Tice, John TE 65 243 4 Maryland 16 
10 (H) 37,717 14 Todd, Richard QB 62 212 11 Alabama 2 
ata 2 mt 228 ie |e 
lis, Wil - 0 6 roy State 
1986 DRAFT CHOICES 42 Walker, Dwight WR 5-9 189 4 Nicholls State 20 
Round and Player Position College 73 tWarren, Frank DE 64 278 6 Auburn 16 
1. Choice to Indianapolis ‘ 49 Wattelet, Frank S 60 185 6 Kansas 16 
| 1 DOMBROWSKI, Jim = T Virginia 44 +Waymer, Dave CB 61 188 7 Notre Dame 16 
from Indianapolis 94 Wilks, Jim DE 65 265 6 San Diego State 16 
2. HILLIARD, Dalton RB Louisiana State 79 Williams, Ralph T 63 270 4 Southern University 16 
3, MAYES, Rueben RB Washington St. Wilmer, Ray DB 6-2 190 2 Louisiana Tech °0 
| from Tampa Bay c 18 Wilson, Dave 0B 63 21 5 ilinois 10 
3. SWILLING, Pat LB Georgia Tech 30 }Wilson, Wayne RB 6-3 220 8 ‘Shepherd (W. Va.) 16 
3, wim dndianenols sn 89 Young, Tyrone WR 66 192 3 4-29-60 Florida *0 
3 Barry fica Jenkins played 17 games with Express (USFL) in “85, last active in NFL with Colts in ‘82; Joiner 
i SOMO tee Reema eo last active with Oilers in “84; Porter last active with Colts in ‘84; Scott last active with Giants in ‘83; 
ES) 2 FHompSonsvere WR Youngstown St Walker last active with Browns in ‘84; Wie last active with Seahawks in'84; Young missed ‘85 season 
7 FENERTY, Gill Re en Crass Option playout; subject to developments. 
8. MOKOFISI, Filipo ee Fear Also played with Saints in ‘85—RB Tyrone Anthony (16 games), WR Malcolm Barnwell (2), C/G 
Fee ere be Kentucky David Carter (4), WR Kenny Duckett (1), CB Earl Johnson (2), LB Jim Kovach (2), G Charles Pitcock 
Ee Pape ues (Getve for 1 game but did not piay), WR Cari Roaches (3), WR Lindsay Scott (9), LB Dennis Winston 
12, BROWN, Sebastian © WR Bet.-Cookman 
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By TONY GROSSI 


© you want to be a hometown hero. 
Ss want to sign a big-bucks con- 
tract with the pro football team 
you rooted for as a boy. Maybe quarter- 
back the team into the playoffs. 
Tt happens. But it’s not always what it’s 
cracked up to be. 
Here's how it began for Bernie Kosar in 
1985: 
The most-publicized and highest-paid 
rookie in Cleveland Browns history—he 


RPO 


aoe 


A\ Star ls iRusim 
Over Cllevela 


even outdid the likes of Jim Brown on 
both counts—made his Cleveland Stadium 
debut midway through the team’s fifth 
game of the season. Seven weeks shy of 
his 22nd birthday, Kosar entered the 
game against New England amid a rous- 
ing ovation while taking over for injured 
starter Gary Danielson. 

As he left the huddle for the first time, 
Kosar surveyed the huge stadium in 
which he dreamed of playing as a kid. He 


Continued 
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clapped his hands. Everything was in 
place. Fantasy was becoming reality. 

Then he crouched under center and 
fumbled his first professional snap. 

Here’s how it ended for Bernie Kosar, 
the former University of Miami standout, 
in the first week of 1986: 

Returning for the first time to the Or- 


ange Bowl in Miami, site of his greatest 
achievements in college, Kosar had the 
Browns ahead 21-3 in a rollicking playoff 
game against the heavily favored Miami 
Dolphins. 

Soon it was 21-10. Then 21-17, and then 
21-24, 

Freeze frame. The Browns have the 
ball at the Cleveland 25, Less than two 
minutes left. 

“In college he was the very best in 
those situations,” said Marc Trestman, 


who had joined the Minnesota Vikingo’ 
Staff after serving as Kosar’s quarterback 
coach in college. “He owned the last two 
minutes of a game.” 

What happened next knocked Trest- 
man right out of his seat in the Orange 
Bow! stands. 

Kosar, you see, had difficulty moving 
the Browns past midfield. Confusion 
abounded. On the second play, a young re- 
ceiver lined up on the wrong side of the 
field, As Kosar was waving him to the 
other side, the ball was errantly snapped 
and a timeout was wasted. 

‘The rest of the hurry-up drive wheezed 
and coughed and expired at the Miami 46. 
Kosar couldn't even get off a pass to a 
wide receiver. 

After the game, the forces of competi- 
tiveness and frustration raged in Kosar’s 
mind. Responding to a barrage of ques- 
tions, he openly criticized the Browns’ 
passing philosophy. He suggested it wasn’t 
at “a professional level” and complained 
that the Cleveland offense was too pre- 
dictable. 

The critics, who had insisted Kosar 
never should have been rushed into the 
Browns’ lineup in 1985, charged he was 
out of line. Many others, however, includ- 
ing teammates and the club's front office, 
were encouraged to hear Kosar’s acute 


‘We’re not ready 
to do that in 
Cleveland yet, to 
hang out in the 
pocket four or five 
seconds and 
throw deep.’ 


remarks, 
In the words of veteran 
tight end Ozzie Newsome, Kosar 
“took charge” that day. 
“If a quarterback’s not happy or com- 
fortable with what he's doing,” Newsome 
said, “it’s going to affect the other 10 guys 
on the field.” 
After the storm created by Kosar’s 
comments had passed—two assistant 
coaches eventually left the club and an- 
other was demoted to make room for new 
offensive coordinator Lindy Infante— 
Kosar treaded cautiously on the subject 
he referred to as “that delicate issue.” 
“It kind of summed up the season for 
me,” Kosar said of the 24-21 playoff loss to 
the Dolphins. “Stat-wise, I played miser- 


ably (10 completions in 19 pass attempts 
for 66 yards, one touchdown and one in- 
terception). But looking at it play by play, 
1 was working within the constraints of 
the offense.” 

The constraints of the Cleveland of- 
fense were imposed by Marty Schotten- 
heimer, the former defensive coordinator 
who was in his first full season as head 
coach. 


Schottenheimer admits to “an affinity 
for running backs.” And, saddled with a 
young, undeveloped offensive line and too 
many inexperienced receivers, he main- 
tained that the 85 Browns were best suit- 
ed to running the ball. Also, since Kosar 
was forced into the lineup ahead of the 
master plan, Schottenheimer sought to 
lessen the responsibilities of his young 
quarterback. 

All of which sounded like a logical plan. 
In fact, the Browns finished 8-8 and won 
their first American Conference Central 
championship since 1980. They did it with 
an ultra-conservative offense that pro- 
duced two 1,000-yard rushers—and one 
frustrated and embattled $5 million quar- 
terback. 

“I was uncomfortable with the situa- 
tion,” Kosar said last April. “We didn’t use 
our personnel in the best way they were 
suited, Because of it, 1 received a lot of 
flak and our receivers got a lot of flak. It 
was interpreted that I wanted to throw, 
throw, throw. I just wanted to be able to 
throw to the right people, It doesn't both- 
er me to throw 15 times as long as we 
win.” 

The Browns won four of their first six 
games in 1985, but all was not right, On 
the sidelines in the third game, a 20-7 loss 
to the Dallas Cowboys, Kosar examined 
the Cleveland offense from a distance. He 
didn’t like what he saw. 

“We just didn’t have people open,” 
Kosar said, ‘There was nothing Gary 
(Danielson, the starting quarterback) 


could have done. And as the season went 
on, we got ourselves into more and more 
of those situations, where teams began to 
defense our system.” 

When, two weeks later, Danielson was 
sidelined because of a shoulder injury dur- 
ing the Browns-Patriots game, Kosar was 


*... We didn’t 
use our personnel 
in the best way 
they were suited. 
Because of it, | 
received a lot of 
flak and our 
receivers got a lot 
of flak.’ 


thrown into the fire ahead of Paul McDon- 
ald, who had been demoted to third string 
after starting all 16 games the previous 
season. Schottenheimer, involved in his 
first playoff fight as a head coach, with- 
stood the heat and kept Kosar in the line- 
up through four straight midseason losses. 
But Schottenheimer and his inex- 
perienced staff refused to give the rookie 
the freedom that had made him a winner 
in college, 


Kosar—and the disabled Danielson, for 
that matter—often questioned the wisdom 
of the Browns’ game plans in private 
meetings with the coaches. When Kosar 
dared to speak his mind in the locker 
room after a poor first half against the 
Washington Redskins, he was benched in 
the second half behind Danielson, who 
was not fully recovered from his injury. 

Danielson rebounded for courageous 
winning performances in the Browns’ 
12th and 13th games, which proved cru- 
cial in the drive to the playoffs. But those 
outings further eroded the condition of his 
shoulder and doomed him to off-season 
rotator cuff surgery. Kosar then came on 
and sparked the Browns to the brink of 
the division championship with a solid 
winning effort against the Houston Oilers 
in the 15th game. 

Pittsburgh's loss to the New York 
Giants on the following Saturday clinched 
the AFC Central crown for Cleveland, 
which had a date the next day with the 
New York Jets. But with a berth in the 
playoffs locked up, so were the handcuffs 
on the quarterback in whom the Browns 
had invested $5 million and four draft 
choices. Kosar continued to feel frustrat- 
ed, 

In the regular-season finale, the 
Browns’ game plan called for Kosar to 
call the plays at the line of scrimmage 
after he had checked the Jets’ defensive 
front. All week in meetings, Kosar and 


Continued 
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Danielson had warned the coaches that 
the Jets would catch on quickly. 

After one crushing sack in the Jets’ 37- 
10 victory, New York defensive end Mark 
Gastineau helped Kosar to his feet and of- 
fered some advice. 

“Listen,” Gastineau said, “you're going 
to have to tell your coaches the quarter- 
back can’t be yelling out pass protections 
because the line can pick it up.” 

“They knew when we were going to 
pass and when we were going to run,” 
Kosar moaned. “We had no chance.” 

The ability to recognize what would 
work and what wouldn't is what made 
Kosar a champion quarterback in his red- 
shirt freshman season at the University of 
Miami. Never mind his gangly, 6-foot-5, 
210-pound body or his 5.2-second time in 
the 40-yard dash. Long ago, Kosar rea- 
lized there would always be questions 
about his awkward gait and unorthodox, 
sidearm throwing motion. 

“Since seventh grade, I was supposed to 
be too slow,” he said. “In junior high and 
in high school, 1 wasn’t supposed to be a 
quarterback. Then in college, there was 
no chance I was supposed to win that job. 

“You can’t possibly do everything well. 
So you compensate. I have to have a great 
understanding of the offense. I like to 
have the flexibility of always being able to 
put the team in the right football play. In 
college, that was the key to my success— 
always having the team in the perfect 
football play. 

“That's what got me here, my ability to 
think on my feet, my ability to react and 
change in a second or two, to think on the 
run. My body hasn’t gotten me to where I 
am. I’m fortunate I can throw the ball 
where I want. And I can think. But every- 
thing else I have is a detriment to m 

Throughout his stormy rookie baptism, 
Kosar carried himself with the same air 
of confidence bordering on arrogance 
that was his trademark in college. He at- 
tributes that inner drive to his victorious 
summer battle against Vinny Testaverde 
three years ago at the University of 
Miami. 

One of the two quarterbacks was in line 
to replace the highly successful Jim Kelly 
as the starter for the Hurricanes. Testa- 
verde, a physical marvel and much more 
mobile and athletic than Kosar, was a 
heavy favorite, but Coach Howard Schnel- 
lenberger decided on Kosar. And Bernie 
led Miami to the national championship 
in 1983. 

“Tt was his ability to understand and 
run the offense, to get us in the right play 
at the line of scrimmage, to check off 
after reading the defense,” Schnellen- 
berger said. 

“That was it for me,” Kosar recalled. 
“If 1 wouldn't have won that job, I'd still be 
in college. My career was on the line. We 
were the same age. He (Testaverde) 
would have never lost the job (had he won 
it in '83). After that, everything's come a 
little easier to me 


This fall, Testaverde embarks on his 
final season at Miami as a contender for 
the Heisman Trophy. Kosar left Miami 
with two seasons of eligibility remaining; 
he graduated in three years and was 
picked by the Browns in the 1985 supple- 
mental draft after a controversial trade 
with the Buffalo Bills. 

The enormous publicity that followed 
Kosar’s path to the Browns and the subse- 
quent five-year contract that made him 
the highest-paid player (rookie or other- 
wise) in Cleveland history heaped a ton of 
pressure on the native of Boardman, O. 

“After all that, I think the attitude was 
if he didn’t throw six touchdown passes in 
a game it was a bad game,” said Greg 
Landry, the quarterback coach who left 
the Browns after the ’85 season because of 


the same problems that disturbed Kosar. 

“Coming in for Gary, who was playing 
great before he was injured, I thought 
Bernie performed exceptionally well.” 

Forced to miss the club's mini-camp in 
May because of his academic commit- 
ments at Miami, Kosar was soundly de- 
feated in the training-camp battle by Dan- 
ielson, who had played eight NFL seasons. 

Danielson and Kosar hit it off immedi- 
ately, though, and became the best of 
friends, almost inseparable. In training 
camp and during the season, they dressed 
next to each other. They shared each 
other’s complaints about the offense-and 
were at each other's sides in the good 
times and bad. 

“He was a great help to me,” Kosar 
said. “I like his competitiveness, the way 
he handles a team.” 

As quarterbacks, competitive fire is the 
only thing the two players have in com- 
mon. Danielson, who will be 35 by the sec- 
ond week of the 1986 season, is far more 
mobile than Kosar and, with all his expe- 
rience, was better suited to direct the 
Browns’ short passing game in 1985. He 
stretches defenses horizontally, sideline- 
to-sideline. 

Kosar prefers the long passing game. 
As a kid in Boardman, located 65 miles 
southeast of Cleveland Stadium, Bernie 
was most impressed with Johnny Unitas 
and Daryle (Mad Bomber) Lamonica. 

“When you're a kid growing up, you 
don’t throw the ball short in the backyard. 
You go deep,” Kosar said. “I did it in 
grade school, more in high school and 
even more in college.” 
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Schottenheimer said, ‘‘Bernie has 
amazing accuracy with the deep pass. Al- 
ready he's one of the best in the league 
throwing the ball long.” 

Despite Schottenheimer's conservative 
style, Kosar was able to demonstrate his 
ability to throw deep. He had 21 comple- 
tions of 20 yards or longer, including 
bombs of 68, 57 (twice) and 45 yards. 
Many of his longest completions were the 
result of Kosar improvising with his re- 
ceivers. 

“We're not ready to do that in Cleve- 
land yet, to hang out in the pocket four or 
five seconds and throw deep,” Kosar said. 
“Defensive backs in the NFL have too 
much talent to get beat consistently. But 
when you see it, you have to take it. 

“The worst thing a defensive back 
wants is to get beat by a 60-yard touch- 
down. You need that threat just to loosen 
them up. Last year, they weren't scared 
about getting beat by a bomb by our team. 
For that reason, they were in our receiv- 
ers’ faces all year and weren't letting 
them get open.” 

Kosar nevertheless completed 124 of 
248 regular-season passes last season for 
1,578 yards and eight touchdowns. Only 
Ken O'Brien of the Jets and Bill Kenney of 
the Kansas City Chiefs had lower inter- 
ception rates in the AFC than Kosar’s 2.8 
percent figure, and Bernie threw 134 con- 
secutive passes without an interception 
late in the year. Despite some positive 
numbers, Kosar ranked only ninth in 
overall AFC passing efficiency with a 69.3 
rating and was sacked 19 times. 

After the long season ended in frustra- 
tion in Miami, Kosar soon retreated to 
Florida for a six-week respite from the 
Cleveland winter and all that had tran- 
spired. “My mind was scrambled,” he 
said. 

He was vacationing when Schotten- 
heimer restructured his offensive coach- 
ing staff. After Landry left to join the Chi- 
cago Bears, Schottenheimer hired 
Infante, the former United States Football 
League head coach and Cincinnati quar- 
terbacks coach in the Bengals’ Super 
Bowl season of 1981, to incorporate a 
passing system better suited to Kosar’s 
talents. Joe Pendry, who was Cleveland’s 
offensive coordinator in 1985, was demot- 
ed to running-backs coach. And Steve 
Crosby, who owned the nebulous title of 
assistant to the head coach, left when he 
read the handwriting on the wall. 

Upon returning to Cleveland in the off- 
season to work on his mobility, Kosar 
quickly became excited with Infante’s 
new offensive plans—schemes that ap- 
parently allow for a little improvisation. 

“[ think the quarterback is the coach on 
the field,” Kosar said. “In order to be that, 
he has to have certain freedoms to do 
things he thinks are necessary.” 

Given those freedoms in 1986, Bernie 
Kosar is prepared to justify the Browns’ 
investment in him. He said he wants to 
play his whole career in Cleveland. After 
all, he figures he has survived the worst of 
times. 


‘Tony Grossi covers the Cleveland Browns for the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
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San Diego’s 
Lionel James 


ccording to the lyrics of a song 
A« made the rounds a few years 

back, “Short people got no reason 
... tolive.” 

Lionel James, all 5 feet, 6 inches of him, 
has no use for that song. And the mighty 
mite of the San Diego Chargers is not 
alone. 

As a freshman at Auburn University, 
James more than once was mistaken for a 
student trainer and, no, it wasn’t because 
he packed a pair of scissors or rolls of 
tape in his hip pocket, either. 
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By CLARK JUDGE 


By most standards, especially those 
governing major-college football pro- 
grams, James’ stature was Smurf-ish. And 
because he hung around the Auburn foot- 
ball team, everyone naturally assumed 
that James was one of the kids who 
wrapped ankles, 

“That was the first thing I heard when I 
got to college,” said the 172-pound James, 
who last season established a National 
Football League record for combined net 
yardage by carrying, catching and return- 
ing the ball a total of 2,535 yards. “In 
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college, there 

were about 12 

or 13 different 

guys who were trainers, carrying water 
or doing what the coach asked. People 
didn’t take a second look at me until it 
was time (via 40-yard sprints) to see who 
was in shape and who wasn't.” 

Those observers who were generous in 
their early assessments of James’ role 
with the football team thought he might 
be the kicker. Wrong. And he wasn’t the 
waterboy, either. He was Lionel James, 


running back, the guy who often 
blocked for a fellow named Bo 
Jackson. 
James, of course, enjoyed a highly 
successful collegiate career. And, 
after becoming the No. 3 career rush- 
er in Auburn history (he since has 
been relegated to the fourth slot), he was 
chosen in the fifth round of the 1984 NFL 
draft by the Chargers. 
Used extensively on special teams in 
his rookie NFL season, the “Little Train” 
was more like a locomotive than a Lionel 


New York’s 
Joe Morris 


caboose in his sophomore season, He 
rushed for 516 yards, caught an American 
Conference-leading 86 passes and was 
among the AFC's top 10 in both kickoff 
returns and punt returns. As a result, he 
finished second to Marcus Allen of the Los 
Angeles Raiders in United Press Interna- 
tional’s voting for AFC Offensive Player of 
the Year. 

“Who's to say a guy’s too small?” the 
24-year-old James asked. 

The New York Giants would like to sec 
ond that motion, Joe—er, “Little Joe” 
Morris, 195 pounds of frenetic energy 
packed on a 5-7 frame, rushed for 1,336 
yards last year, breaking Ron Johnson's 
club record of 1,182, set in 1972, But that’s 
not all. Morris also set team records for 
touchdowns rushing (21) and 100-yard 
rushing games (six) and was selected to 
the National Conference's Pro Bowl squad 
ahead of bigger guys and bigger names— 


. like Eric Dickerson of the Los Angeles 


Rams and James Wilder of the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers. 
“He's short,” Giants quarterback 

Phil Simms said, “but he plays big.” 

While James and Morris stand 
the tallest among pro football's 
little men, they don't stand alone. 

How about 5-9, 188-pound Lyvonia 

Albert Mitchell, appropriately called 
“Stump”? in 1981, as a rookie out of The 
Citadel, Mitchell set an NFL record for 
combined kick-return yardage, netting 
1,737 yards on kickoff and punt runbacks 
for the St. Louis Cardinals. 

“It doesn’t matter how big you are,” 
said Mitchell, who last season cracked the 
1,000-yard rushing barrier and topped the 
Cardinals in ground-gaining. 

“People need to hear about you first.” 

And let's not forget 5-9 running back 
James Brooks of Cincinnati. After all, 
Brooks was the guy who convinced James 
to attend Auburn, 

“He wasn't a big guy,” James said of 
Brooks, who was a senior at Auburn when 
Lionel was a freshman. “He was judged 
on his ability instead of his size.” 

There is nothing small about Brooks’ 
talent. Last year, the 177-pounder—the 
No. 2 career runner at Auburn (Jackson 
knocked him from the top rung in 1985)— 
produced 1,543 yards for the Bengals, in- 
cluding 929 rushing. 

“I can take the punishment—you'd be 
surprised,” Brooks has said. “I’m just as 
tough as anybody else. I run liké the 200- 
pound backs. With my style, I just fake 
‘em and leave 'em there. Tip ‘em one 
way and they're going down. I get a kick 
out of that...” 

In all, James, Morris, Mitchell and 
Brooks combined for more than 7,600 
yards in offense last season (rushing, 
ceiving and punt and kickoff returns)— 
exceeding, as a foursome, the team totals 
of all NFL clubs except San Diego. 

As well as Mitchell and Brooks,-both 27, 
played in 1985, James and Morris were 
clearly in the spotlight among the sawed- 
off ballcarriers who waged war with the 
goliaths of the sport and won. And we're 
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Little Men 


Continued 


talking about knocking heads throughout 
a Sunday afternoon—not just during spe- 
cial-teams action, which heretofore was 
the little guys’ province. 

“Tt was the year of the short guys,” said 
James, whose combined net yardage in 


1985 surpassed the previous NFL record 
(Terry Metcalf, St. Louis, 1975) by 73 
yards. “I think we all got a chance to play 
and perform, rather than come in during 
situations that called for long yardage. 
And we proved we can play the game in 
any type of situation.” 

James nearly didn’t get the chance. He 
spent virtually all of his rookie year re- 
turning punts and kickoffs, and was little 
more than adequate at either. 


eae | 
tr chebic . 


‘Little Joe’ Morris set a New York Giants record by rushing for 1,336 
yards last season en route to the Pro Bowl. 
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With roster sizes trimmed from 49 to 45 
in 1985, James was a prime candidate for 
the chopping block—that is, unless his 
role or his productivity changed. 

Enter Al Saunders. Saunders, the Char- 
gers’ receivers coach last season and now 
the team’s assistant head coach, suggest- 
ed James be given a cram course at wide 
receiver, so he could be used as either a 
running back or as a pass catcher in the 
Chargers’ high-voltage offense. 

The experiment was tried at the club’s 
May mini-camps, and again at the presea- 
son training camp. 

“| remember when they (Saunders and 
Coach Don Coryell) first told me they 
were going to try me out at wide receiver, 
just to see how things turned out,” James 
said. “Usually, when they move you from 
one position to another, the next move is 
out the door.” 

Not in this case, it wasn’t. James was so 
effective that the Chargers increased his 
playing time. Sometimes, they’d run him; 
sometimes, they’d move him to a wing po- 
sition, where he could slide under, around 
and through frustrated linebackers. 

“I loved it,” James said. “I enjoy it more 
if I'm going one-on-one with a defensive 
player.” 

In San Diego's second game last year, a 
49-35 loss to Seattle, James generated 290 
all-purpose yards. Later, he would say 
that game marked the first time he felt 
“comfortable” in his new role. 

The following weekend, he put together 
a whopping 316 yards, including 60 on a 
touchdown catch with 3 minutes, 45 sec- 
onds left that—coupled with the conver- 
sion kick—enabled San Diego to tie Cin- 
cinnati, 41-41, en route to a 44-41 Chargers 
triumph. 

James would have set an NFL single- 
game all-purpose yardage record against 
the Bengals if his 100-yard runback on a 
kickoff return had not been called back, 
(The league all-purpose mark is 373.) 

In short, Lionel James was the Little 
Train that could in 1985, 

“I surprised myself by a long shot,” 
James said of his accomplishments. 

He surprised physicians, too, who dis- 
covered James suffered torn cartilage in 
his right knee in the fourth game of the 
year against Cleveland. Given a choice of 
playing or undergoing surgery, James 
continued to play—making the decision 
with the assurance he was not jeopardiz~ 
ing his future. 

“It was more painful after a game,” 
said James, who had the knee drained of 
fluid almost weekly. “After I got hurt, it 
would take, maybe, till Thursday before I 
would start feeling normal again.” 

But that didn’t stop little Lionel. 

“One day I’m going to pull out a Super- 
man cape,” he said with a wink. 

James earnestly believes his size—or 
the lack of it—is an advantage. Morris 
does, too. The way they figure it, people 
can't tackle you if they can't see you. 

“If you had (offensive linemen) big Ed 
(White) and Jim Lachey and ‘Conan’ 
(Dennis McKnight) and ‘Chief’ (Sam Cla- 
phan) in front of you, you couldn't see me 
at all,” James cracked. “I doubt anyone 


sees me when I’m down in a three-point 
and four-point stance. They probably 
don’t see me until I’m in their face.” 

Morris, who will turn 26 early in the 
1986 season, has behemoths like tackles 
Brad Benson and Karl Nelson, guards Bill 
Ard and Chris Godfrey and center Bart 
Oates to hide behind. 

“Joe's taken a lot of grief about his 
size," teammate Rob Carpenter said, “but 
sometimes his size helps him. When he 
turns up inside, some of those big line- 
backers don’t even see him. 

Said Oates: “Joe’s got the speed, the 
small steps, the low center of gravity. You 
can't arm-tackle him. Once he turns the 
corner, you know he’s got at least five 
yards. 

Like James, Morris exploded on the pro 
football scene in 1985. In his first three 
NFL seasons, he rushed for only 703 yards 
(510 of those yards came in 1984) and 
gained a reputation as a fumbler, prompt- 
ing the Giants to use their first pick in the 
1985 draft on running back George 
Adams, 

But having banished Butch Woolfolk to 
Houston in March 1985, the Giants gave 
the ball to Morris and gave him a nudge 
forward. He never stopped. 

“If you're small,” Morris said, “you 
have to work harder than big people. That 
fact will always be there. If you overcome 
that mentally, you're ahead of the game. 
If you worry about it, you'll run into prob- 
lems.” 

The only thing Morris ran into last year 
was five- and 10-yard gains. 

“Everybody calls him little, but I don’t 
think he’s little,” said Rams Coach John 
Robinson, “He’s short, but he’s really a 
powerful guy and a fine runner. Joe had a 
great year. He had big runs in big games 
at big times.” 

Morris, a standout collegian at Syra- 
cuse, capped a dizzying climb to success 
in '85 with a 202-yard effort (including 153 
yards in the first half) in the Giants’ 28-10 
romp past Pittsburgh in the regular-sea- 
son finale. Carrying the ball 36 times, 
Morris scored three touchdowns. 

Not since 0.J. Simpson in 1975 had a 
running back penetrated the Steel Curtain 
defense for 200 yards. 

Nothing small about that performance, 
eh? 

“My size has always been a factor, and 
it always will be,” said Morris, whose sea- 
son yardage total was the fourth-best 
rushing figure in the NFL in ’85. 

“This is a big man’s game. But I'm used 
to it. My size is conducive to my style of 
running.” 

Said James: “When you plug us into a 
computer and put in the statistics, like 
height and size, the computer’s going to 
kick us out. If we were looking forward to 
playing for the Dallas Cowboys, it would 
be, ‘Try us in another three or four years 
and put on another 30 or 40 pounds.’ 

“What makes a guy too small, anyway? 
You've got to look inside the person, and 
there's no computer in the world that can 
judge a person’s heart. 

“T've been told I was too small since I 
was in junior high. But I think that made 


me a better athlete. I'd say, ‘I’m going to 
be better, whether you like it or not.’ I 
never had any doubt I could play. 

“Size is not the big issue. It’s the person. 
When I stand in the locker room and 
watch these guys get dressed, I say, ‘Hey, 
they're big guys.’ But when I’m on the 
field, I feel just as big as they are.” 

Ten to 15 years from now, how does 
Lionel James want to be remembered? 

“As a person who got a chance to play 


and gave it his all,” he said. “I don’t want 
to be written up as a ‘small person’ who 
came to play. Just as a person.” 
Joe Morris would understand that. So 
would Stump Mitchell and James Brooks. 
Undeniably, the little guys have plenty 
of reasons . . . to want to excel in pro 
football. And some are doing just that in a 
big, big way. 
Clark Judge covers the San Diego Chargers for 
the San Diego Evening Tribune. 


‘Little Train,’ as San Diego’s Lionel James is affectionately called, rushed 
for 516 yards and caught an AFC-leading 86 passes last season. 
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By VIC CARUCCI 


jhe National Football League 

| doesn’t recognize it as such, but 

Hollywood could make a fairly good 

case to become California’s fifth NFL 
franchise. 

Sooner or later, it seems, players 
throughout the league wind up perform- 
ing there. Some are more successful than 
others, but as a group, current and former 
pro football stars account for the largest 
percentage of athletes-turned-actors. 

No other sport even comes close. 

The list of movies and television shows 
in which a former NFL jock has at least 
made a cameo appearance may, in fact, 
stretch the length of a football field. Two 
retired players—Fred Dryer and Alex 
Karras—now star in prime-time televi- 
sion series, while a third—Merlin Olsen— 
recently starred in a pilot for what would 
have been the third series of his career. 

Pro football's other major and minor 
contributions to acting include Lyle Alza- 
do, John Matuszak, Bubba Smith, Jim 
Brown, O.J. Simpson, Ed Marinaro, Tim 
Rossovich, Bernie Casey, Fred William- 
son, Dick Butkus, Joe Namath, Ben David- 


Pro Football 
Is Going Hollywood 


son, Don Meredith, Joe Kapp, Rosey 
Grier, Roman Gabriel, Terry Bradshaw, 
Joe Theismann, Joe Klecko and Pete 
Koch. 

Even Carl Weathers, the heavyweight 
boxing champion dethroned by Sylvester 
(Rocky) Stallone, has two NFL seasons in 
his past. 

Moviegoers know Smith, a former 
standout with the Baltimore Colts, Oak- 
land Raiders and Houston Oilers, for his 
role as Hightower in “Police Academy” 
and its sequels. Simpson, who starred for 
the Buffalo Bills and the San Francisco 
49ers, appeared in such movies as “The 
Klansman,” “The Towering Inferno” and 
“Capricorn One.” Among the many mo- 
tion pictures in the portfolio of former 
49ers and Los Angeles Rams receiver 
Casey are “Maurie,” “Sharky’s Machine,” 
“Never Say Never Again” and “Spies Like 
Us.” 

TV fans might not remember that 
Marinaro was a record-setting running 
back at Cornell and played professionally 
with the Minnesota Vikings, New York 
Jets and Seattle Seahawks, but they will 
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Former Detroit defensive lineman 
Alex Karras has become a success- 
ful actor who currently co-stars 
with Emmanuel Lewis and Susan 
Clark in ABC’s ‘Webster’ series. 


recall him as Officer Joe Coffey in “Hill 
Street Blues.” Marinaro was killed off that 
NBC series last season, 

How does one explain the football-Hol- 
lywood connection? 

“Some of it is coincidence,” said Dryer, 
who plays “Hunter,” a hard-nosed police- 
man, on NBC. “But most of it is predicated 
on the fact that football players have 
shorter careers than athletes in other 
sports. I think the average football career 
is four years, which obviously isn’t long 
enough. So most of them want to continue 
in some sort of broadcasting or acting, 
something that fulfills the ego.” 

Olsen, who starred in NBC’s “Father 
Murphy,” offered another theory. 

“Football tends to attract people who 
are fairly aggressive,” he said. “It also 
tends to eliminate, as you go up through 
the ranks, people who lack confidence in 
themselves. And aggressiveness and self- 
confidence are two very important quali- 
ties that you have to have if you're in- 
terested in pursuing a career as an actor.” 

Football players rely upon numerous 
byproducts of their athletic training when 
the director barks: “Lights, camera, ac- 
tion!” The most helpful one, they have 
found, is mental discipline. 

“The most important characteristic 
that carries through from football is the 
ability to concentrate and focus on your 
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responsibilities,” Olsen said. “In football, 
you have to block out weather, the crowd, 
pain—all those incidental things that can 
keep you from performing as you like to 
perform. 

“The other very useful tool from foot- 
ball is knowing how to control your body. 
One of the easiest things for me when I 
went to work as an actor was hitting 
marks, moving from one point to another 
and being within a matter of inches of 
where I should be for the camera.” 

Karras, who plays Emmanuel Lewis’ 
legal guardian on ABC’s “Webster,” sees 
another manner in which pro football can 
help train athletes for an acting career. 

“The biggest way the two businesses 
parallel each other is that they're all-con- 
suming,” he said. “The idea of having to 
go to the studio every day and do the 
same thing, day in and day out, is primari- 
ly what football is all about—it’s very rep- 
etitious. You have to have total tunnel vi- 
sion in both jobs.” 

Said Alzado: “I think you learn to take 
direction in football, to be coachable, to 
understand what a coach wants. And I 
think you can relate that to what the 
director wants, how he wants it done, and 
you go and do it.” 

As a defensive end with the New York 
Giants and the Rams from 1969-81, Dryer 
always prided himself on preparation. He 
felt a responsibility to “personalize” each 
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Former Giants and Rams defensive 
end Fred Dryer co-stars with Step- 
fanie Kramer on NBC’s ‘Hunter’ 
series. 


encounter with an offensive tackle. 

As an actor, he takes the same ap- 
proach. The challenge now, of course, is 
to get not to the quarterback, but to the 
heart of whatever character he’s playing. 

“You take each scene one by one, tak- 
ing into consideration the scene before it 
and the scene after it,” Dryer said. “And 
you answer the questions; ‘What is this 
character all about? What is his move- 
ment? What is his speech? How does he 
dress? Where does he come from? What 
are his politics, his religion?’ 

“This way, when you take him from 
scene to scene, you don’t drop out of char- 
acter.” 

Despite the many similarities between 
acting and playing football, Olsen is quick 
to point out that the game itself doesn’t 
provide a foundation for success in Holly- 
wood, a town he came to know while 
spending 15 seasons as a Rams defensive 
tackle (1962-76). 

“It does provide you with some tools,” 
he said, “and it does provide you with 
some skills and contacts, especially in a 
town like Los Angeles. But it really only 
gets you that far. 

“There have been an awful lot of pro- 
fessional athletes who have tried to be 
actors and were awful at it—some be- 


cause they simply didn’t understand how 
hard they'd worked to learn how to be 
football players. When you take on a new 
responsibility, unless you're willing to 
work hard and learn the specific skills 
and techniques that are required, you 
can't hope to be successful.” 

Interestingly, there may be a trend 
within this NFL-to-Hollywood trend: Most 
pro football players who have turned to 
acting are defensive linemen. Retirees 
Dryer, Karras, Olsen, Matuszak, Smith, 
Davidson, Grier and, most recently, Alza- 
do, all played the position. Koch, the Kan- 
sas City Chiefs’ third-year defensive end, 
has appeared in the CBS series “Dallas” 
and was due to appear in two movies— 
“Heat,” with Burt Reynolds, and “No. 1 
With a Bullet,” with Billy Dee Williams. 
And Klecko, a 10th-year nose tackle for 
the New York Jets, appeared with Reyn- 
olds in “Hooper.” 

Dryer theorizes that the “overt, attack- 
ing-type mentality” of defensive linemen 
makes them natural entertainers. 

“Defensive linemen are a little crazy,” 
Karras said. “They don’t fit into the corpo- 
rate mold as much as other players. And I 
think, in the acting business, one has to be 
a bit different. 

Noted Olsen: “Defensive linemen tend 
to be very individualistic, very outgoing, 
very independent. And it's those quali 
that would tend to push them in the direc- 
tion of some kind of job that, if it isn’t 
acting, it’s at least publicly oriented.” 

For Dryer and Matuszak, two of the 
more free-spirited individuals to play the 
game, acting became an outgrowth of the 
countless times they were interviewed as 


players. Dryer became intrigued by the 
enormous impact of the media and devel- 
oped an appreciation for reporters who 
asked good questions. He even went so far 
as to pose as a journalist and, much to the 
NFL's chagrin, crash a Super Bowl press 
conference. And one of his first TV guest 
roles was as a boisterous sportscaster on 
NBC's “Cheers.” 

“My interest in football, after my fifth 
or sixth year, was starting to wane be- 
cause there were other things in the 
world more important than football 
games,” the 40-year-old Dryer said. “I just 
realized there was an awful lot of poten- 
tial in me, a lot of unanswered questions 
and things I wanted to do as an individual, 
above and beyond just being a football 
guy. I looked at acting as my true profes- 
sion even while I was playing football. My 
head’s been there a long time.” 

Dryer has appeared in eight made-for- 
TV movies as well as three TV series be- 
sides “Hunter” and “Cheers"—“Hart to 
Hart,” “Lou Grant” and “Laverne and 
Shirley.” 

Matuszak credits former Raiders team- 
mate Phil Villapiano with showing him 
how to “perform” for the media. 

“I remember doing a TV interview be- 
fore our season-opener against Denver in 
1978,” Matuszak said. “It was the rematch 
of that terrible (AFC) title game that we 
lost in 77, and the TV guy was asking me 
what we were going to do to the Broncos. 
All of a sudden, Phil just started tearing 
my shirt off. He just ripped it to shreds in 


Merlin Olsen, a former Rams de- 
fensive lineman, was a regular on 
NBC's long-running ‘Little House 
on the Prairie’ series which starred 
Michael Landon. 


front of the camera, From that point on, I 
just tried to make each interview enter- 
taining.” 

Appropriately, his first role was that of 
an overzealous football player in the 
movie “North Dallas Forty.” He since has 
appeared in two other movies, “Cave- 
man” and “The Goonies,” and several TV 
series, including “Hunter.” 

Olsen considers the start of his acting 
career to be something of a fluke. While 
at a postgame party, he met a film direc- 
tor who just happened to be searching for 
someone who could dwarf the star of a 
1969 movie called “The Undefeated.” 

This was no easy task, because the star 
was John Wayne. 

“They even went so far as to put one- 
inch lifts in my boots, which made me 
‘stand about 6-6 and a half,” recalled Olsen, 
who appeared in the film along with for- 
mer teammate Gabriel. “Although it was 
a pleasant experience, it was not some- 
thing that I conjured up visions about 
doing as a career. I had already prepared 
myself for a career in business and was 
working for different corporations in pub- 
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lic relations, sales and promotions.” 

Even after making several TV and 
movie appearances over the next couple 
of years, Olsen remained convinced that 
his future was in the business world. Then, 
one day in 1971, he took a long, hard look 
at himself. He concluded that a 9-to-5 rou- 
tine just wasn’t for him. 

His first major TV role was in the NBC 
series “Little House on the Prairie,” in 
which he played Jonathan Garvey, a 
friend and neighbor of star Michael Lan- 
don. Four years later he was given his 
own series, “Father Murphy,” which last- 
ed two seasons. 

Most recently, Olsen starred in “Fa- 
thers and Sons,” a four-episode NBC pilot 
aired last spring that the network decided 
not to turn into a fall series. Though that 
show didn’t work out, he still appears on 
camera regularly as a color analyst for 
NBC's NFL coverage. 

Karras’ dreams of becoming an actor 
long preceded his football aspirations. 

“The desire has been there since my 
childhood, when I would sit in the first 
row of the Grand Theatre in Gary, Indi- 
ana, and watch the feature film while 
waiting for my father, whose doctor's of- 
fice was upstairs,” recalled Karras, who 
ended a 12-year career as a defensive 
tackle with the Detroit Lions in 1970. 

Karras, who has doubled as a producer 
since 1977, made his professional acting 
debut in 1968 in the screen version of 
George Plimpton’s book “Paper Lion.” 
Though he played himself, he found the 
role quite difficult. 

“That's because I didn’t know who I was 
at that time,” he said. 

One of the early highlights of his film 
career was a one-punch knockout of a 
horse in Mel Brooks’ “Blazing Saddles.” 
Some of his other movie appearances 
came in “FM,” “Porky’s,” “Against All 
Odds” and “Victor/Victoria.” He also 
starred in two made-for-TV movies— 
“Made in America,” which he also pro- 
duced, and “Babe.” 

Karras credits Lucille Ball with the 
bulk of his development as an actor by 
helping him land several character parts 
between NFL seasons. 

“Gradually, my interest started to be- 
come more involved in this business as 
opposed to athletics,” the 51-year-old 
Karras said. “I used football, as (former 
NFL Commissioner) Bert Bell used to say, 
as ‘a stepping-stone to the rest of your 
life.’ I certainly wasn’t in it for the money, 
because we weren't getting paid the kind 
of money then that they're getting now.” 

Perhaps all football players are actors 
without even knowing it. 

“It’s funny,” Dryer said. “Over the 
years, you always heard guys ask: ‘Are 
you ready to play? Do you have your 
game-face on?’ All that really means is, 
‘Are you in character?’ ”" 


Alzado Enjoys 
Rookie Fling 
In Show Biz 


By VIC CARUCCI 


kid himself. He knew the credits 
were rolling on his professional 
football career. 

“T’m not the player I once was,” the for- 
mer Los Angeles Raiders defensive end 
said upon his retirement last March. “I'd 
just as soon go out now before I try to do 
things I can’t do anymore.” 

Nor does Alzado kid himself about his 
performance level in his new full-time ca- 
reer: acting. Now, instead of trying to use 
athletic skills he no longer can summon, 
Alzado is using dramatic skills that have 
yet to be fully developed. 

True, he had been a part-time actor 
through the last several years of his foot- 
ball career. True, he endorses everything 
from magazine subscriptions to medica- 
ted shampoo in television commercials. 
True, his bearded, sinister-looking mug is 
widely recognized from Southern Califor- 
nia to his native Brooklyn, N.Y. 

But as far as Alzado is concerned, he is 
no less a rookie than he was in 1971, when 
the Denver Broncos made him a fourth- 
round draft pick from Yankton College in 
Yankton, S.D. 

“T’ve got a lot to learn,” he said. “There 
are a lot of technicalities in this business. 
I'm not a good actor yet.” 

But he wants to be, which explains why 
he is taking acting lessons from a private 
tutor and why he listens to the advice of 
his manager, who carefully guides him 
through the maze of available TV and 
movie roles. 

“He hand-picks scripts for me to study, 
then we go over everything and make a 
choice,” Alzado explained. “I’m conscious- 
ly avoiding anything that I don’t think I 
can handle as an actor. Right now, I'm not 
in a class of a lot of people in this busi- 
ness. But I'm going to work my way up to 
try to get there.” 

Raiders defensive end Howie Long has 
no doubt that his former teammate will 
make it big in Hollywood. 

“Lyle works hard at whatever he does,” 
Long said. “I know he is one of the hun- 
griest people in that industry. If he puts as 
much time and energy into that industry 
as he did football, I know he'll be a strik- 
ing success.” 

Considering Alzado’s NFL past, one 


E yle Alzado saw no point in trying to 
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might be inclined to agree with Long. 

Alzado emerged from little-known 
Yankton, which had never produced an 
NFL draft pick before, to lead the Bron- 
cos in sacks in 1974 and '75 and to earn 
Pro Bowl status in ‘77 and '78. The Bron- 
cos traded him to Cleveland in '79, and in 
his third season with the Browns he over- 
came a knee injury to lead the Browns in 
sacks. 

In 1982, after being shipped to the 
Raiders, he was voted the NFL's Come- 
back Player of the Year by one football 
publication. But there would be no come- 
back after the 1985 season, which ended 
for Alzado when he suffered a torn 
Achilles tendon November 17 against the 
Cincinnati Bengals. 

By that time, Alzado had a well-estab- 
lished image as one of the nastiest, tough- 
est players in the league. His demeanor 
blended perfectly with the rest of the 
Raiders, a team that seems to attract the 
bad boys of the NFL. 

“Although he was with us for only a rel- 
atively short time, Lyle has to go down as 
one of our greatest players,” said Al 
Davis, the Raiders’ managing general 
partner. “We'll miss him; we'll miss his 
toughness. I think we can replace ability 
over a period of time, but toughness is 
tough to replace.” 

Said Alzado: “I played my football ca- 
reer aggressively, all-out. I used what- 
ever I had inside of me, whether it 
was good, bad or otherwise. I 
always believed I could 
kick somebody's ass, 

‘so I did.” 
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Former defensive lineman Lyle Al- 
zado has given up the crunching 
grind of pro football for a rookie 
fling in the world of show business. 
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And not just on the football field. Alzado 
won 27 straight bouts and a Golden Gloves 
regional heavyweight championship as an 
amateur boxer, and he once fought Mu- 
hammad Ali in an eight-round exhibition. 

Alzado’s first exposure to professional 
acting came when he appeared in “The 
Double McGuffin,” a 1979 movie with 
George Kennedy and Ernest Borgnine. 
His second career was thus launched, al- 
though he didn’t intend to become a Holly- 
wood regular at the time. 


Showmanship was nothing new for 
Lyle Alzado, who once met Mu- 
hammad Ali in an exhibition box- 
ing match. 


“T looked at it as if it would be fun, 
and I enjoyed doing it,” he said. “I 
didn’t go in thinking, ‘I want to be an 
actor, and this is what I’m going to 
do.’ I just kind of fell into it. 

“More things started to come around, 
and I tried them. I dabbled in this and I 
dabbled in that, and it turned out that I 
enjoyed the whole experience.” 

Alzado has made appearances in three 
TV series—NBC’s “Amazing Stories” and 
“Riptide” and ABC’s “The Fall Guy”—and 
has done commercials for Sports Illustrat- 
ed, Tegrin shampoo, Burger King and 
Amoco. He is scheduled to co-star with 
former boxer Ray Mancini in a made-for- 
TV movie called “Ocean of Fire.” 

It is estimated that Alzado earned 
twice as much money off the field in 
1985 as he did while alternating at right 
defensive end with Sean Jones. But 
he insists that, unlike many other 
athletes-turned-actors, he is not 
motivated by big bucks or 
the need to remain in the 
limelight. 


“As an athlete, what I’ve done is a 
dream,” he said. “And I've been fortunate 
enough to live my dream and walk 
through it. I had a great time doing it. I 
have no regrets. I wouldn’t change any- 
thing. 

“If something in my new profession 
weren't there tomorrow, it would be OK. I 
don’t care if anybody remembers me as a 
football player. I don’t care if anybody re- 
members me at all. I did what I wanted to 
do.” 

As long as he is acting, Alzado will con- 
tinue to do it his way. That means avoid- 
ing parts that are well 
above—or below— 
his capabilities. 

With his sin- 
ister looks 
and 6-foot-3, 
260-pound 
frame, the 
37-year-old © 
Alzado is a 
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natural to be typecast as a dim-witted be- 
hemoth. But that doesn’t mean he will ac- 
cept such roles. 

“Acting is not just getting out there and 
being a meathead ... a bouncer or some- 
thing,” Alzado said. “I look at acting as 
doing something like Meryl Streep does, 
Robert Redford does. That's acting. 

“I wouldn't be particularly interested in 
playing the part of a big, tough guy . 
unless there’s something that you can de- 
velop from it, some kind of personality. I 
mean, he could be a man-eating gorilla, 
but if he has a sensitivity to him and he 
could relate to something that’s heart- 

warming, then that would be a wonder- 

ful thing to do.” 


Vie Carucci covers professional 
football for the Buffalo News. 
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Dallas Remains Cheerleader Heaven 


By SKIP HOLLANDSWORTH 


On a summer-like May evening, fewer 
than 100 yards from where a couple of 
Dallas Cowboys linemen were sitting in 
the weight room and about 50 yards from 
the place where coaches review game 
film, one of the most dazzling elements in 
the machine known as “America's Team” 
was already in high gear. Wildly enthusi- 
astic young women, dressed in leotards 
and tiny shorts, were cavorting around a 
studio, their arms shaking blue and white 
pompons. 

The Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders were 


Though the professional football cheerleaders craze is 
fading away, the fad’s pioneer group, the Dallas Cow- 
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in the middle of heated rehearsals, and 
training camp for the football team was 
more than a month and a half away. 

The 1986 season is supposed to be the 
year when pro football finally gets back to 
business. Sideline sex has a headache. 
The cheerleader fad is over. The Refrig- 
erator is the new poster star, not a bo- 
somy woman dressed in official team 
colors and giving you a Mae West come- 
on smile. 

Last year, the Houston Oilers and the 
reigning Super Bowl champions, the Chi- 
cago Bears, dropped their cheerleading 
squads. Since 1979, the San Diego Char- 
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gers, Denver Broncos, New England Pa- 
triots and New Orleans Saints have given 
up on women who were accomplished at 
such awe-inspiring athletic feats as bend- 
ing over and exhibiting their cleavage 
when their team made a first down. Even 
the networks’ sideline cameramen seem 
to be tiring of the cheerleaders. 

“They're leaving, thank God,” said 
Kevin Byrne, media director for the 
Cleveland Browns, a team that never has 
had cheerleaders. “They detract from the 
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boys Cheerleaders, remains at the top of the popularity 


The ‘Embraceable Ewes’ of the Los Angeles Rams were an offshoot of the Dallas cheerleaders phenomenon. 
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game. The trend is back toward the foot- 
ball team.” 

“Are you kidding me?” barked Suzanne 
Mitchell, the petite, temperamental 
woman who for the last decade has run 
the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders with an 
iron fist (“the toughest, most hard-headed 
individual in the entire Cowboys organiza- 
tion,” a team official said with a sigh). 
“All you guys thought we were just some 
passing fancy—and look at us. We get 
more requests than ever for appearances 
all over the country. Don’t talk to me 
about trends. The honor and pride of 
being a Cowboys cheerleader is still as- 
tonishing—and we're still sexy as hell.” 

Indeed, Dallas remains the one place 
where the National Football League 
cheerleader has a special niche. It is not 
insignificant that upon driving into the 
Cowboys’ new practice facility in far 
northwest Dallas, a visitor first sees the 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders’ Fitness 
and Dance Academy. To reach the 
coaches’ offices and players’ locker room, 
one must drive around to the side of the 
building. 

No other NFL team has its cheerlead- 
ers practice in the same vicinity as its 
team, and no one comes close to the kind 
of schedule demanded of the 36 Cowboys 
cheerleaders, once described by News- 
week as “the league’s unabashed sex- 
pots.” The women must attend four or five 
rehearsals a week (if a cheerleader 
misses two rehearsals in a season, she is 
kicked off the squad), they must be at the 
stadium two hours before game time 
(only an hour or so later than the play- 
ers), they cannot date players, and if they 
gain weight, they're fired (imagine a 
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coach telling that to Too Tall Jones). For 
all this, each woman makes all of $15 a 
game. 

Cheerleading for the Cowboys is not a 
job. It is a life achievement. Or, as the 
club’s own, authorized biography, “A Dec- 
ade of Dreams,” explains solemnly: “The 
pretty young (Dallas Cowboys) Cheerlead- 
ers with their vibrant, self-scrubbed looks 
have become America’s sweethearts. 
They are the ideal woman, the girl next 
door, an emblem for all the strength, tal- 
ent and hard work that have made this a 
great country.” 

The ideal woman? “I have to admit,” 
said Cowboys General Manager Tex 
Schramm, who dreamed up the idea of 
sexy cheerleaders in 1972, “that no one 
thought it would ever go this far.” 

But whether you buy the argument that 
everything which made this country great 
can be symbolized, as a London newspa- 
per so delicately put it, by nubile 20-year- 
olds whose “bountiful breasts play peeka- 
boo over royal blue halter tops,” you have 
to acknowledge that Schramm, usually 
preoccupied with such minor issues as 
why his offensive line can’t block, did hit 
upon something. 

The Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders were 
largely unknown until the 1976 Super Bowl 
in Miami, where Dallas lost to the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant thing to come out of that Super Bowl 
was not the Terry Bradshaw-to-Lynn 
Swann passing show, or Roger Staubach’s 
attempt to rally his team. It was the fact 
that about midway through the game, a 
Dallas cheerleader noticed the television 
camera pointed at her. She cocked her 
head and winked. 

“Good God,” recalled Mitchell, who 
worked at the time as Schramm's secre- 
tary, “it was like opening the floodgates. 
As soon as we got back to Dallas, the 
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phone began to ring. ‘Who in the hell are 
those girls?’ people asked. Promoters 
wanted them everywhere. They wanted 
them to go to Las Vegas. They wanted 
them on television, They wanted them to 
ride in convertibles. Finally, Tex threw up 
his hands and told me to handle it.” 

With Mitchell setting the rules, the Dal- 
las Cowboys Cheerleaders ushered in new 
consciousness in pro football, one that al- 
lowed for a little sex to be mixed in with 
the weekly violence. The NFL sidelines 
quickly began to look like a string of peep 
shows, as other teams copied a style of 
cheerleading that involved no cheering 
whatsoever. Women who appeared to be 
straight out of a New York chorus line 
would prance out from the tunnel, shaking 
their bodies so hard that grown men’s 
knees would buckle. Ann Landers called 
the new cheerleaders “the last gasps of a 
dying civilization,” but NFL team owners 
were too busy panting to take heed. 

In 1978, the Miami Dolphins, who for 12 
years had used teen-age cheerleaders, 
told the group's director, Bill Allen, to 
start getting Dallas Cowboys-type cheer- 
leaders. “If it’s bellybuttons, busts and 
backsides you want,” Allen said, “I want 
out.” The management sent him packing 
so fast it made his head spin. Soon came 
the Los Angeles Rams with their Em- 
braceable Ewes, the Buffalo Bills with 
their Buffalo Jills and Chicago with its 
Honey Bears. Suddenly, the great shining 
stadiums, the hallowed places where au- 
tumn wars were fought, were filled with 
women who looked as if they had just 
graduated from the Mark Eden develop- 
ment school. 

By 1980, only four teams—the Steelers, 
Browns, New York Giants and Detroit 
Lions—had refused to create a “jiggle” 
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squad. “We're a rough and tumble football 
team,” Steelers publicist Joe Gordon said, 
“We wear black jerseys.” 

Actually, years ago, the Giants did cre- 
ate a cheerleaders program. But after the 
first game, in which the cheerleaders, 
using placards, spelled the team's nick- 
name as “G-A-N-I-T-S," the squad was dis- 
banded. 

Whatever the attempt, none of the 
cheerleading squads has been able to 
touch the Dallas cheerleaders’ success. 
They have made two television movies 
(one of them, “Dallas Cowboys Cheerlead- 
ers,” was at the time the second highest 
rated made-for-TV movie in history). 
They appeared regularly on the “Love 
Boat” television series and a host of TV 
specials. And they have entertained the 
troops on USO overseas tours. 

In 1978, more than 2,000 women tried 
out for the team (about 1,000 show up for 
auditions now). It seems everyone in the 
news media has written about the cheer- 
leaders. The editors of the Dallas Times 
Herald even got their top pro football 
writer, a crusty veteran named Frank 
Luksa, to write a light feature story on the 
life of one of the cheerleaders. Luksa was 
forced to ask the women such in-depth 
questions as: “What does it feel like to 
touch your toes?” The story ended up on 
page 1 with color photographs. 

The Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders have 
been able to stay relatively free of scan- 
dal, unlike the Chargers’ unit, which shut 
down after a couple of the women posed 
nude for a Playboy spread, The Broncos’ 
Pony Express squad, co-sponsored by a 
local television station, was disbanded 
after two members of the organization 
were filmed—by the local station’s cam- 


eraman—robbing a man in a police un- 
dercover operation, When two cheerlead- 
ers for the Patriots were injured during 
the 1984 season and took the club to court, 
the club responded by eliminating the 
program, And when the Saints’ cheerlead- 
ers squad showed up at management's 
doorstep with a list of “non-negotiable” 
demands about pay and benefits, the man- 
agement agreed that there should be no 
negotiation, Saints officials fired the en- 
tire crew. 

“We knew,” Schramm recalled, “that 
the whole thing could be ruined by cheer- 
leader groups that had problems off the 
field—which is why we've had very strict 
discipline with our cheerleaders. If they 
break one small rule, they’re gone.” 

The cheerleaders do not appear at 
functions where alcohol is served or gam- 
bling is allowed, Mitchell does not allow a 
cheerleader on an official function to go 
on an overnight trip without a staff mem- 
ber accompanying her. Every detail must 
be worked out. Mitchell even demands 
the badge number of the police officer 
who will be with the cheerleaders, so she 
can verify he’s legitimate. 

“People say to me, ‘Suzanne, it’s easier 
to book the President of the United States 
than it is these girls,’ Mitchell said. “But, 
hey, image is all we've got.” 

And Mitchell fights like a cornered dog 
when she senses that image might be 
tainted. She spent around $500,000 of the 
organization’s money to battle the makers 
of a pornographic movie called “Debbie 
Does Dallas.” The movie, falsely claiming 
that its star was a former Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleader, showed the woman in a suit 
that closely resembled the copyrighted 
Dallas uniform. After a year and a half of 
court battles, Mitchell was successful in 
getting all mention of the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders and scenes showing the uni- 
form removed from the film. When a fe- 


male impersonator dressed in a Dallas 
Cowboys Cheerleaders uniform showed 
up on the floor of Texas Stadium, Mitchell 
went into a rage, sued the man for $5,000 
and got him banned from the stadium. 
And when the Texas Cowgirls, a Dallas- 
based organization of former Dallas Cow- 
boys Cheerleaders, came out with a semi- 
nude poster, Mitchell sued and won a re- 
straining order that kept the poster out of 
circulation. 

Upon hearing criticism that the cheer- 
leaders, in their mid-1970s costumes, look 
a little out of date for the 1980s, Mitchell 
bristled. “I’m sorry you feel that way,” she 
snapped. “But I'm not going to submit my 
cheerleaders to the latest fashion fad. 
That uniform is recognized by people all 
over the world, You don't have to tell any- 
one what it stands for. People know.” 

So, while the Bears can say their Honey 
Bear cheerleaders no longer fit the 
team's image, and while the Oilers can 
say no one cares about the Derrick Dolls 
anymore, the Cowboys stand as squarely 
behind their cheerleaders as they do their 
players. 

“It's not that odd,” Schramm said. “A 
delicate mix of sex with the girl-next-door 
image will always find a huge appeal.” 

And, without a doubt, becoming a Dal- 
las Cowboys Cheerleader will remain a 
lofty pursuit for young women every- 
where—secretaries and dental assistants 
and former high school baton twirlers. 

Last fall, a 7-year-old girl in a little 
Oklahoma town broke a great barrier be- 
tween the sexes when she was allowed to 
play on a junior-league football team. 
When a reporter asked the little trailblaz- 
er what she wanted to be when she grew 
up, the football-playing girl paused for a 
moment, and then said, “I want to be a 
cheerleader for the Dallas Cowboys.” li 


Skip Hollandsworth is a writer for D Magazine in 
Dallas. 


Really Jets’ 
Mr. Clean 


By JOHN CLAYTON 


tan Hamilton has devoted his life 
Si to find non-violent solutions 
to violent social injustices. 

He marched in Selma, Ala., with Martin 
Luther King. He has fed the poor and 
helped the hopeless. He has debated the 
irrational, but no matter how loud he has 
shouted, the problems of poverty and rac- 
ism remain. 

Stan’s oldest son, Harry, performs in a 
different arena—and does so with a ven- 
geance. Indeed, in training camp in the 
summer of 1985, Harry sidelined New 
York Jets teammate Lam Jones for the 
season with a vicious hit. In a violent 
sport, he was given the nickname “Dirty 
Harry.” 

A naive idealist might have resented 
the label, but Jets safety Harry Hamilton 
is not naive. His life has been poisoned by 
human prejudice, energized by helping 
the oppressed. To him, being called Dirty 
Harry made his day. The attention it 
created offered a forum—a non-violent 
opportunity—for continued social reform. 

Harry Hamilton accepted the chal- 
lenge. 

“T always took the understanding that 
Dirty Harry was a hero, a do-gooder,” the 
Jets’ player said. “I don’t think there is 
anything dirty behind the name.” 

Off the field, Hamilton is a do-gooder in 
his own right, a 23-year-old man who tena- 
ciously attacks social ills and politically 
sensitive subjects such as apartheid and 
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civil rights. On the field, the third-year pro 
is a testament to aggressiveness, 

“His hit on Lam Jones was a ‘legal 
play,’” Jets defensive coordinator Bud 
Carson said. “That (delivering hard hits in 
practice) was not done around here that 
much.” 

With the help of his father, Harry Ham- 
ilton created a “Dirty Harry Fan Club.” 
To obtain membership, youngsters must 
sign pledge cards promising to stay drug 
free and to promote human dignity. 

“Dirty Harry from the movies was a 
pretty tough guy who believed in doing 
everything right,” Stan Hamilton said, “I 
was very disappointed there was a nega- 
tive reaction to Harry's hit on Lam Jones. 
Dirty Harry Callahan enforced the rules 
to their limits, If there were problems, he 
believed in putting on the helmet and 
solving the problem, He believed that 
everybody was equal in their endeavors.” 

One of the many things Stan Hamilton 
admires about his eldest son is that his 
aggression is being used in a positive way. 
His one regret in four decades as a civil- 
rights activist is what he calls the general 
ineffectiveness of pacifism. 

“I think I might have wasted years in 
non-violent thoughts,” Stan Hamilton said. 
“I’m not saying I should be a violent man. 
1 think a lot about the work of Martin 
Luther King. He took the philosophy of 
non-violence. Yet I saw the effects of the 
hidden violence that followed. I was privy 
to the violence of non-violence. 

“J was very much an activist. Some con- 
sidered me a militant. But I was more a 
‘militic,’ someone willing to talk. I would 
always address a fight with ‘let's negoti- 
ate.’" 

Harry Hamilton and his younger broth- 
er, Lance, a Rhodes scholar candidate 
while at Penn State and a three-year 
starting safety for the Nittany Lions, were 
raised feeling the effects of violence as 
part of a non-violent family. Their paths 
into pro football—Lance will try to make 
the New York Giants as a free agent in 
1986—and their futures outside the sport 
have been developed by a unique father 
working within a unique environment. 

“I figure everybody has a story to tell,” 
Harry Hamilton said, Dirty Harry’s story 
is that of a hero—his father—supported 
by an equally impressive cast. 

Stan and Betty Hamilton reared five 
boys (Harry, Lance, Darren, Glenn and 
Damon), but theirs was not a normal life. 
Stan committed himself and his family to 
the struggle for civil rights. 

“I saw the problems of racism by first 
going into the military,” Stan Hamilton 
said. “I was 16, but I realized this place 
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was not integrated at all. Blacks were 
treated less than human. I was treated 
like I was an animal. 

“Tt was very frustrating. T maintained 
my Christianity and tried to stay very pos- 
itive, but it created one real mass of con- 
fusion.” 

The elder Hamilton's confusion even- 
tually was converted into activism. Pro- 
testing separate rooms in barbershops for 
whites and blacks, Hamilton joined a 
group that pushed down the barrier. 

He remembers getting into an argu- 
ment over a hamburger in a South Caro- 
lina town and ending up on a chain gang. 
The military came to his rescue. And on it 
went. 

After leaving the service, Stan became 
a highly active participant in the civil- 
rights movement. He endured threats, im- 
prisonment and physical pain to pursue 
his dream of racial equality. In the 1960s, 
he also set up a walk-in clinic for blacks 
with drug dependencies. 

“Tt was kind of difficult," Hamilton said. 
“It's been rather difficult as a black 


Jets safety Harry Hamilton. 


American. In spite of the discrimination, 
in spite of the cross burnings, in spite of 
being hit by cattle prods, in spite of seeing 
human waste thrown on Martin Luther 
King in Selma, Ala., I stayed involved.” 

Harry and Lance were involved, too. 
Only 4 years old, Harry joined Lance at 
his father's side as they tried to block au- 
thorities from entering an interracial hos- 
pital that was facing foreclosure. The 
brothers floated in a raft to illustrate how 
deep the water was in their Queens, N.Y., 
neighborhood during rainstorms. They 
marched, they served soup to the poor, 
they shared their home with street peo- 
ple. The down-and-out members of so- 
ciety, regardless of creed or color, got the 
Hamiltons' full attention. 

“My father had a large influence on my 
life,” said Harry, no doubt understating 
the case. 

Betty Hamilton questioned that influ- 
ence. In 1969, she grabbed the kids and 
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moved into her parents’ home in Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. Three years later, Stan moved 
to Wilkes-Barre and sought custody of the 
boys. 

“T was 10 years old, and I was much like 
any kid today,” Harry said. “Splitting up 
from a tight family was emotional. We 
were so much in and out of court, I loved 
both parents, It was a tough time. I had 
faith in God, and I kept praying and hop- 
ing for the best.” 

But the tough times—punctuated by ra- 
cial incidents—continued after the courts 
made their decision (Stan eventually 
wound up with the boys). Stan worked for 
the Shepherd of the Street mission to help 
the needy, and he and his father-in-law 
started a 150-acre horse farm in Wapwal- 
lopen, 20 miles outside Wilkes-Barre. As a 
black family, the Hamiltons were conspic- 
uous—to say the least—in the area. 

“My children became victimized by the 
same atrocities that I experienced from 
1955-1975,” Stan Hamilton said. “All of my 
children are intelligent. They were Phi 
Beta Kappas in their classes. Yet people 
would come to our farm and throw dead 
animals on our property. There was all 
the ‘nigger’ calling. The school had to 
keep painting their lockers because ‘nig- 
ger’ would be painted on them. Trucks 
and cars would keep riding by our farm 
with people shouting. Some people came 
onto our farm and killed some of our 
horses, 

“T averaged three hours of sleep for 10 
years,” 

Like his younger brothers, Harry re- 
fused to concede to the conditions. His 
dedication in the classroom carried over 
to athletic competition. Harry was skilled 
in football, track, skiing, ice skating and 
horseriding. 

“Harry and Lance were the best-devel- 
oped athletes I've ever met,” said Dave 
Krafchik, who coached the Hamilton 
brothers at Nanticoke High School. “How 
they worked. You couldn't hold them 
back. They didn’t like to fail. They were 
so good and so self-confident. They would 
take a couple of laps around the track and 
they would beat the rest of their team- 
mates by a lap if they wanted to.” 

Some resentment developed. Krafchik 
said one former Nanticoke lineman ad- 
mitted that, occasionally, he didn't block 
for Harry, who played some tailback as a 
high school senior. Krafchik remembered 
going into the dressing area one day and 
seeing Harry's locker kicked in. At a pep 
rally before one Nanticoke game, a cross 
was burned. 

“My sons went through hell in their 
high school,” Stan Hamilton said. 

The problems continue. Sports Illustrat- 
ed devoted five pages last December to 
chronicling the Hamiltons’ deeds, but the 
family paid for the coverage. 

Obscene telephone calls were received. 
Tires were slashed on Stan's car. And, 
Stan said, the local newspaper was the 
target of bomb threats after running his 
picture. 

“That attitude of violence continued for 
four days,” he said. “I couldn’t believe this 
was happening in a little town in the 


1980s.” 

What really surprises Stan Hamilton, 
though, is how Harry, being the oldest, 
has always shown restraint during turbu- 
lent times. Instead of seeking revenge, his 
son worked harder in the classroom and 
on the field. 

“Seeing things at such a young age 
opens your eyes,” Harry said. “You lose 
some (battles), and the things you don’t 
like bother you, but you learn to accept 
it.” 

Accept, yes. Keep quiet, no. Despite his 
youth, Harry Hamilton, following his fa- 
ther’s lead, became a diplomatic activist. 
For example, he sought the right platform 
in choosing a college. 

“T always had a twofold dream,” Harry 
said. “I wanted to study law and be an 
attorney, and I wanted to play pro foot- 
ball. My father taught me ‘no grades, no 
football,’ and along with that, no drugs. 
You don’t argue with that.” 

Penn State, Florida State, San Diego 
State, Virginia and the U.S. Military Acad- 
emy were the schools Hamilton visited. 
Penn State—while lacking a large black 
enrollment—was the most appealing, 
Hamilton said, because of its balance be- 
tween academics and athletics. What 
Penn State also offered was an open- 
minded coach, Joe Paterno. 

“Joe came to our house, and he said 
that he would allow my son the chance to 
express himself,” Stan Hamilton said. 
“Penn State, as a university, does not have 
the same freedoms for black students, but 
Joe Paterno and the football team offered 
that platform and carried through with 
it.” 

In 1981, blacks around the country pro- 
tested the murders of black children in 
Atlanta by wearing green ribbons. Harry 
Hamilton appealed to Paterno for support 
for the cause, asking that Nittany Lion 
players wear green wristbands. Paterno 
agreed—and even wore one himself. 

Paterno also was receptive to Hamil- 
ton’s suggestion that soul food occasional- 
ly be put on the team’s training table. Stan 
Hamilton rushed soul-food recipes to the 
school’s dietitian. 

A special relationship developed be- 
tween the Paternos and the Hamiltons— 
as evidenced by the fact that Harry, 
Lance and Darren enrolled at Penn State. 
Paterno calls the family one of the most 
remarkable he has met in 35 years of foot- 
ball. Paterno’s children befriended Stan’s. 

With this collegiate support, Harry 
Hamilton developed his confidence and 
leadership ability. Since graduating from 
Penn State, he and Lance helped to orga- 
nize a black-studies class. 

“I guess things that have happened to 
us were a little tougher on me because I 
was older,” Harry said. “I had to be a lead- 
er. I don't mind staying out in front. I 
would like to be out front again and again. 
I like and enjoy that pressure. I like to be 
the example.” 

Such an attitude ensured that Hamilton 
wouldn’t back down after his hard hit on 
Jones a year ago in the Jets’ camp. At 
Penn State, he had been dubbed “Hitman” 
by his teammates because he was not 


Fre nagnenenn nil 


Se 


a 


As a defensive back at Penn State, Harry Hamilton was as active on the 


field as off: 


afraid to level an offensive player with a 
clean—but jolting—tackle, even though it 
was practice. However, some observers of 
Hamilton’s hit on Jones called it a cheap 
shot. 

Hamilton's biggest supporter was Car- 
son, who pushed him for a starting job. 

“Harry is an outstanding person,” Car- 
son said. “As a player, he is an over- 
achiever and he will play for a long time 
in the NFL because he works so hard. He 
does not have great speed. He does not 
have all of the talent, but he is a very 
competitive guy and he knows his limita- 
tions.” 

And Hamilton has overcome adversity. 

“] think the thing that makes me the 


proudest as a family is that whatever we 
have done, we have tried to do it as God- 
fearing people,” his father said. “Harry 
has come through overt bigotry and rac- 
ism. Yet, he still has the desire to look out 
for his fellow man. He goes around New 
York City telling kids that using drugs is 
not a sport. 

“It has not been a gravy train.” 

The toughness exemplified by Harry 
Hamilton has contributed to making his 
father’s crusades worthwhile. At the same 
time, Stan is assured his life-long work 
will be carried on for another generation. 
Harry will help see to that. i 


John Clayton covers pro football for the Pitts- 
burgh Press. 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook * 129 


THE SEARCH 


Scouting Has Turned 
Into Big Business 


By PETER KING 
| n 1957, a quarterback for Utah named 


Lee Grosscup flew to New York with 
his team to play Army. Grosscup, a 
junior with some hope for a pro football 
career, completed 14 of 26 passes for 316 
yards and two touchdowns in the game, 
prompting rave reviews from the New 
York press, Army Coach Earl (Red) Blaik 
and others. He finished the season among 
the national leaders in passing and total 
offense. 
His senior year, however, was unspec- 
tacular, largely because of injuries. 
“I don’t remember any scouts ever on 


the campus to look at me,” he recalled. 
“All teams knew about me was what I put 
on these questionnaires they sent me and 
what I did in that one New York game.” 
That lack of data didn’t stop the Giants 
from making Grosscup their first-round 
pick in the National Football League’s 
1958 college draft, but maybe it should 
have. Grosscup was on the Giants’ taxi 
squad as a rookie in 1959 before serving 
as a backup for the next two years. He 
then was dealt to the Minnesota Vikings, 
who waived him after the preseason, and 
picked up by the American Football 
League’s New York Titans. He started for 
the Titans in 1962 until injuring his knee, 
at which point his pro career all but 


Lee Grosscup (left), a highly touted 
Utah quarterback in the 1950s, 
benefited from the absence of 
high-powered scouting techniques. 
There was little, however, that 
football observers did not know 
about Western Michigan line- 
backer John Offerdahl (right), a 
second-round 1986 draft pick. 


ended. 

“T’ve been accused of being a one-game 
All-America,” Grosscup said. 

Now, compare the Grosscup saga with 
that of John Offerdahl. 

In 1985, the inside linebacker from 
Western Michigan emerged as a second- 
or third-round candidate for the 1986 
draft. In the spring, he returned fact-and- 
figure questionnaires to all 28 NFL teams. 
He attended a National Football Scouting 
combine timing day. Scouts from at least 
10 teams traveled to Kalamazoo, Mich., to 
watch Offerdahl in Western Michigan’s, 
spring practice. Some teams put him on 
their mailing list. 

At least one pro scout attended 
each of Western Michigan’s 11 
games last fall, including his 
24-tackle outing against Cen- 
tral Michigan. By late 
October, at least 
three scouts per 
week showed 
up to watch 


him practice, then intercept him on his 
way to a shower for 15- or 20-minute chats 
that gave them a feel for Offerdahl’s per- 
sonality and intelligence. 

After the regular season, he played in 
the East-West Shrine Game and the Sen- 
ior Bowl, where each NFL coach and 
about 20 full coaching staffs watched each 
practice and dissected the game films. 

After the Super Bowl, he attended a na- 
tional camp in New Orleans with 350 
other prospects, going 11 hours without 
eating. He was timed, weighed, poked, 
probed and tested. 

“They had a podiatrist there,” Offer- 
dahl said. “He checked my foot align- 
ment.” 

In March and early April, scouts came 
to Western Michigan again for one last 
look. On three occasions, groups of scouts 
timed, weighed, measured and talked to 
Offerdahl. The New York Jets flew him 
and 49 other top prospects to Long Is- 
land, N.Y., for more physical tests. 

“You feel like you're being inspect- 
ed, like someone’s watching your 
every move,” Offerdahl said. “And 
if you make the slightest mistake, 

20 people will see it. It’s incredible 
the interest they take in you.” - 

By draft day, Offerdahl had 
piqued the interest of several 
teams. Nearly 28 years after — 
Grosscup was scouted once 
and picked in the first round, 

Miami made Offerdahl, who 
had been scouted on about 100 
occasions, the 52nd pick in the draft. 


Continued 
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The scouting of football tal- 
ent has developed into a sci- 
ence, but it still can’t guaran- 
tee first-round success for 
NFL teams. Walt Patulski 
(above right) was a first- 
rounder who never lived up to 
expectations in Buffalo while 
Clyde Duncan (above left) 
has caught only four passes 
for the Cardinals after being 
selected on the opening round 
in 1984. On the other hand, 
Sree agents sometimes devel- 
op into top-flight players, 
such as Dallas cornerback 
Everson Walls (left) and 
Denver kicker Rich Karlis 
(right). 


Scouting 


Continued 


It obviously wasn’t a blind choice. 

“In my time, scouting was rough-and- 
ready,” Grosscup said. “Today it’s high- 
tech. We’re talking about the manual 
typewriter versus the word processor. 
Now scouts have it down to these guys’ 
nostril sizes.” 

* * * 

In the new $300 million Cowboys Center 
in Irving, Tex., Gil Brandt, the Dallas 
Cowboys’ vice president for personnel de- 
velopment, can sit at a computer terminal 
and gain access to every dot and dash of 
every Dallas scouting report. 

“I can ask the computer, ‘Who are all of 
the wide receivers in this year’s draft who 
are 5-11 or above, run 4.6, have a good 


quickness and control factor and have a 
grade of 5.0 or better?’” Brandt said. 

To the layman, that means that Brandt 
can obtain a list of all players who meet 
certain specifications regarding height, 
speed, agility and overall performance. 
That final grade, usually made on a scale 
of one to 10, is based on a number of fac- 
tors. About three decades ago, the main 
factors considered by scouts were height, 
weight and coaches’ opinions, but in mod- 
ern scouting, those figures constitute only 
about 5 percent of a player's final assess- 
ment. 

This quest to fill data sheets with num- 
bers and notes has changed the nature of 
scouting itself over the years. In 1955, 
NFL teams employed a total of five full- 
time scouts and spent about $10,000 each 
‘on scouting. In 1985, however, more than 
150 full-time scouts were employed by 
NFL teams, which had scouting budgets 
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ranging from $400,000 to $1.4 million per 
team. 

“What happened over the years,” said 
veteran scout Bucko Kilroy, now the New 
England Patriots’ vice president, “is that 
people found out they can’t make a mis- 
take with their top picks. They've found 
they not only lose the pick, but lose the 
tremendous amount of money they have 
to spend to sign the pick. Teams use 
scouts as their insurance policies.” 

In other words, the cost of employing 
scouts is much less than the cost of wast- 
ing a top draft pick. 

“Teams are spending a million dollars 
on players,” said Peter Johnson, an agent 
for several NFL players. “‘There’s 
pressure on them to not make mistakes.” 

Each team has its own scouting staff, 
but most teams belong to one of two 
major scouting combines. The combines 
were founded in the early 1960s so that 


teams could pool their resources and save 
money. Nineteen teams pay about $45,000 
per year to belong to the Tulsa-based Na- 
tional Football Scouting combine, while 
seven other teams spend more than 
$110,000 annually to learn from BLESTO 
(Bears, Lions, Eagles, Steelers Talent Or- 
ganization). Both combines employ 11 
full-time scouts. 

Two teams, the 49ers and the Los An- 
geles Raiders, belong to neither combine. 
They scout the players themselves and 
Pay one-28th of the expenses for the post- 
season meat market in New Orleans, 
where scouts from all 28 teams and both 
combines converge to examine the na- 
tion’s top prospects. 

The main purpose of the combines is to 
give their clients detailed initial impres- 
sions—complete with final grades—of the 
country’s pro prospects. Each team’s own 
scouting staff takes it from there. 

“We just want the combine to give us an 
idea,” New York Giants General Manager 
George Young said. “Then it’s up to us.” 

But there is no question that the input 
from the combines makes most teams’ 
annual trip to the NFL draft casino less of 
a gamble, 

“The draft is a crapshoot,” said Dick 
Steinberg, the Patriots’ director of player 
development. “What we're trying to do is 
reduce the odds.” 

The odds against a team making good 
draft picks were much greater 30 years 
ago, when NFL team executives literally 
brought copies of Street and Smith's Col- 
lege Football Yearbook to the draft with 
them, They studied All-America teams. 
They called college coaches nationwide— 
on draft day—to pick up any possible 
clues on the best players available. They 
thumbed through Street and Smith’s, not 
so much for the top picks as for those in 
the middle and late rounds. 

“It was absurd,” Grosscup said. “It was 
just like bringing bodies to training 
camp.” 

The need for quality scouting was ap- 
parent. But back in the ’50s, when the 
Practice began to take root, a team’s 
scouting procedure often was a one-man 
show. 

One of the league's first talent seekers 
was Kilroy, who used to provide the 
Eagles with the bulk of their scouting in- 
formation based on a three-month, cross- 
country trip he would take to watch 
spring football practices. 

“T'd take Route 11 through the Shenan- 
doah Valley all the way to Alabama,” said 
Kilroy, who in those days was a Philadel- 
phia assistant coach and player personnel 
director. “I'd go 19% hours straight 
through. You'd start watching spring foot- 
ball in Alabama, then at Mississippi and 
Mississippi State. Then you’d go through 
Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas, seeing a 
school a day, maybe two or three guys at 
each school. 

“Then you'd go to New Mexico and Ari- 
zona, across into Southern California to 
see the odd guy at any one of a number of 
schools. Then you'd go up the coast. I re- 
member once flying to Seattle to see a 
spring game (at Washington) after watch- 


ing a practice at USC. Then you'd make 
your way across the United States on 
Route 40—from San Francisco through 
Nevada, Utah, Utah State, Colorado, Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana 
.+- over to Cincinnati and Miami (0.), 
Ohio State, Pitt, Penn State and back 
home. In late May, you'd go to Notre 
Dame.” 

The trips were tiring, but Kilroy loved 
them—especially because he was one of 
the few scouts on the road. 

“You like it, if you like football,” he 
said. “We had a lot of fun in those days. 
You'd go out and see Evy (Iowa Coach 
Forest Evashevski) and find the best 


“Now, With 28 teams and the combines, 
they're loaded with scouts almost year- 
round. I remember going to Arizona State 
in 1956 and somebody told me, ‘You're the 
first scout we ever had here.’” 

Scouting also was far less expensive in 
those days. 

“T picked up Bill McPeak (a Pittsburgh 
scout) in my car, and we did the whole 
Big Ten,” he said. “At the end of the trip, 
we pooled our expenses—gas, hotels, food 
—and the bill came to $428. We split it. 

“Can you believe that, $428? That's a 
round of drinks today.” 

* * * 
If there is a scouting mecca, it is Mo- 


steak place. Coaches were glad to see you. 
You weren't a pain. 


Own Your Own 


FOOTBALL Team 


“The Original 
Statistical Sports Game Company, 
And, By Far, The Best” 


L&L Football is a sophisticated and challenging statistical sports game that 
allows you to own and manage your own football team. It does require a high 
degree of knowledge and understanding of the game of football 

L&L Football is as current and vibrant as the Monday night games. Your 
strategy moves: Who do you draft? Who do you trade? What free agents do 
you sign? And many other strategy choices, and how well your players run, pass, 
catch passes and kick each game this year are what counts, 

L&L game scores are never determined by a roll of dice or a spinner, You 
have football players on your team, not cards based on last year’s outdated statistics. 

The strong national reputation ('*..the original statistical sports game company, 
and, by far, the best’) that L&L Activities enjoys comes from the L&L Football game 
and the two other L&L sports games, L&L Baseball and L&L Basketball. 

Since 1981, thousands of fully satisfied customers have enjoyed playing all 
three L&L sports games for 14 consecutive sports seasons. 

Now rule books, team franchise applications. sample newsletters and league 
reports and other L&L information for all three L&L sports games (Baseball, 
Football, and Basketball) are available in one volume for the special mail order 
price of just five dollars. 

Persons from all over the country (and many outside the USA) rely on L&L 
for consistent high quality. L&L Activities has never been a simple regional hobby, 

Other companies offer pale imitations plus gimmicks and promises that turn 
into fumbling excuses. L&L offers excellence backed up by experience and proven 
performance. 

There is none better. 


With L&L Football You Can: 
* Draft Your Qwn Players Now © Play Games Every Week * 
* Trade Players Every Week ® Sign Free Agents Every Week © 
* Activate Players Every Week * Put Players on Reserve Every Week * 
* Set Starting Lineups Every Week ® Receive Printed Reports Every Week 
@ ¢ © and most important of alle ¢ © 
YOU ARE OWNER, COACH and GENERAL MANAGER 


L & L SPORTS RULE BOOK $5.00 


Please send me the special L&L Sports Rule Book that includes all three L&L sports gamies (Baseball, 
Football, and Basketball) plus applications, sample newsletters arid league reports, and other information: 


Name 
Addtess 
City 


For iminediate delivery, please print the 


L &L ACTIVITIES = 
RO. Box 3026 Sag. Zips 
Terre Haute, IN 47803 


[LL Activities 8 a ivision Of LaRoche Activities Inc.) 
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bile, Ala. Scouts, coaches, owners, general 
managers, personnel directors and agents 
make an annual pilgrimage to Mobile 
every January to watch and work with 70 
of the nation's top prospects for the next 
draft. On two chewed-up high school 
fields, the players practice full-tilt in prep- 
aration for the Senior Bowl. 

And more than 400 pro football repre- 
sentatives watch, 

“If they dropped a bomb on this place,” 
said Cincinnati Bengals Coach Sam 
Wyche, motioning to the field, “they'd 
wipe out the whole NFL.” 

Meanwhile, the observers scribble 
notes and add them to each player's ever- 
growing file. 

“We see them do exactly what they'll 
do in our camps,” Steinberg said. “Are 
they over-awed? How do they react to pro 
techniques? Can they beat out guys who 
are better than they played against in col- 
lege?” 

Most of the players feel pressure—their 
football careers are on the line—but 
many enjoy the Senior Bowl more than 
the autumn Saturdays they spent fighting 
for State U. 

“You look over on the sidelines and see 
all those famous people watching you, and 
it gets really exciting,” said wide receiver 
Vance Johnson, a second-round pick by 
the Denver Broncos in '85. “It’s an honor 
to be out there in front of them.” 

Said Offerdahl: “For me, I was in the 
position that I had nothing to lose. I en- 
joyed playing in that game and the East- 
West more than I've enjoyed playing in 
any game. Pressure’s a part of life. I got to 
see how I stacked up against the best 
players across the country.” 

* * * 

And what becomes of those players who 
were scouted but not drafted? Are their 
football careers over? Do they become 
distant memories in the minds of scouts 
as soon as the last player is selected? 

Not at all. Many still will be given a 
chance to make an NFL roster. All they 
have to do is sign a free-agent contract 
and give it their best shot. 

‘A few teams have gone bonkers over 
free agents. The Cowboys were the first, 
and when Dan Reeves left Dallas to coach 
at Denver, the Broncos started the prac- 
tice, too. Now several other teams have 
followed the Cowboys’ lead in this supple- 
mentary talent search. 

But perhaps no other team pursues free 
agents as aggressively as Denver, Each 
April, Reed Johnson, Denver's coordina- 
tor of college scouting, and the team’s 11 
full-time scouts compile a list of 200 to 225 
marginal prospects who may or may not 
get drafted but still have a redeeming 
quality or two. Then, before the draft, 
Johnson tries to sell the prospects on the 
Broncos. 

“I recruit the players,” Johnson said. “I 
send Bronco brochures to their moms, 
housing information about Denver to the 


134 * 


Kids. I try to do everything I can to gain 
an advantage over other teams.” 

Next, Johnson and his staff locate peo- 
ple who will represent the Broncos in an 
attempt to arrange a free-agent contract. 
These representatives could be former 
Denver players, high school coaches, or 
even just “friends of friends of a friend.” 

“Most of our representatives out there 
Tl probably never meet,” Johnson said. 
“Some are better salesmen than others; 
some are better closers. Most of the time 
we have to compete against other teams, 
so that matters.” 

On draft day, Johnson sends a represen- 
tative to the home or dormitory of each 
potential free-agent signee. Then they 
wail. By the time the draft has ended— 
usually about midnight Denver time—the 
Broncos have decided which of the non- 
drafted players they'll try to sign and how 
much bonus money they'll offer. 

At that point, the race is on. Depending 
on the representative's sales pitch, the re- 
ceptiveness of the prospect to the Bron- 
cos’ organization and the money offered 
—perhaps $15,000 for a top prospect, be- 
tween $3,000 and $5,000 for a lesser 
one—the player will either sign with the 
Broncos or accept an offer from another 
team. 

“This is like my own little draft," John- 
son said. 

As a result, the Broncos, like the Cow- 
boys, have had as many as 140 players in 
their camp each summer, compared with 
80 or 90 for many other teams, It's an ex- 
pensive procedure that some cost-con- 
scious teams avoid, but the Broncos be- 
lieve it works. 

“Who knows?” Johnson said. “Who'd 
have known (free-agent placekicker) 
Rich Karlis would have beaten out Fred 
Steinfort? Who'd have known (free-agent 
punter) Chris Norman would have beaten 
out Luke Prestridge? We're not perfect. 

“Nobody picked (Cowboys cornerback) 
Everson Walls out of Grambling a few 
years ago; they caught touchdown passes 
over his head. Now look at him." 

* *~ * 

For every success story in the draft and 
free-agent markets, however, there is an- 
other story of how a much ballyhooed 
prospect didn’t work out. 

Even Dallas, which earned fame for 
picking defensive tackle Jethro Pugh of 
Elizabeth City State in the 11th round in 
1965, tight end Rayfield Wright of Fort 
Valley State in the seventh round in 1967 
and safety Cliff Harris as a free agent 
from Ouachita Baptist in 1970, has made 
its blunders. In the second round of the 
1968 draft, Dallas chose wide receiver 
David McDaniels of Mississippi Valley 
State. A Cowboys scout tested McDaniels 
as a 4.5-second sprinter in the 40-yard 
dash, but when he came to Dallas he con- 
sistently ran the 40 in 4.7 seconds, 

The Cowboys went back to Mississippi 
and discovered “that we'd been had,” 
Brandt said. “Their 40-yard course was 
only 38%, yards. Since then we make all 
our scouts carry a tape measure with 
them and measure the 40 yards.” 

One need only look at recent first-round 
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picks to see that scouting still does not 
ensure quality draft selections. The Cow- 
boys flopped with cornerback Rod Hill in 
1982. Steinberg called the Bengals’ draft of 
1984—with first-round picks of linebacker 
Ricky Hunley, defensive end Pete Koch 
and guard Brian Blados—one of the best 
in a decade, but Hunley has done little 
since being dealt to Denver, Koch was re- 
leased within a year and Blados is yet to 
distinguish himself. The St. Louis Cardi- 
nals have gotten only four receptions 
from Clyde Duncan since the Tennessee 
wide receiver was selected in the first 
round in 1984. Running back Rocky 
Thompson (1971) and guard John Hicks 
(1974) never lived up to their first-round 
billing with the New York Giants, while 
defensive linemen Walt Patulski (1972) 
and Phil Dokes (1977) were first-round 
washouts in Buffalo. 

“Whenever you're dealing with people, 
you always have questions you can’t an- 
swer on draft day,” Brandt said. “You 
don’t know how hard people are going to 
work to get to the next plateau.” 

Teams hear about it when they draft 
players who fail to reach the next plateau. 
That’s because many football fans now 
pay as much or more attention to the 
draft as they do to the games on Sunday 
afternoons. The draft has developed a cult 
following, as evidenced by the packed gal- 
Jeries at the New York hotel where the 
NFL holds its draft each April. 

“The interest is amazing,” Brandt said. 
“T get four or five calls a day at draft time 
from reporters all over the country ... 
about prospects. I’m on talk shows about 
the draft all over the country. 

“The letters come all the time. They 
say: ‘You better draft this guy’ or ‘Here’s 
my top 56 prospects’ or ‘Here’s the 10 best 
wide receivers this year,’” 

Fans have plenty of sources of informa- 
tion about upcoming drafts. At least seven 
different draft reports are published 
every year, with the one written by Joel 
Buchsbaum of Brooklyn, N.Y., ranking as 
perhaps the most popular. A Long Island 
computer programmer published a 2,353- 
page draft report last spring and sold it 
for $25; they went like hotcakes. A Cincin- 
nati pharmacist and a Philadelphia TV 
technician, both of whom do such publica- 
tions, scout players by videotape. A Balti- 
more superfan, Mel Kiper, scouts players 
directly. 

“There’s more written on the draft 
today than anything else in football ex- 
cept the Super Bowl,” Brandt said. “.. 
The draft books are all over the place. 
They miss on some guys, but they get the 
players in the right round and guess who's 
going to pick them pretty well.” 

Kiper publishes a 100-page draft report 
each winter that has subscribers as far 
away as the Cayman Islands and China. 

“A lot of my subscribers have satellite 
dishes and cable TV, and they can see or 
tape 20 college games on Saturday,” 
Kiper said. “These people are huge fans. 
They feel the draft has a major impact on 
how their team plays." 


Peter King covers professional football for News- 
day in Long Island. 
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Three 49ers Plan 
Medical Careers 


By FRANK COONEY 


ike their teammates, three mem- 
| bers of the San Francisco 49ers cur- 

rently make their living taking peo- 
ple apart with X’s and O's and hard 
hitting. But unlike their fellow 49ers, these 
three players plan to make a profession of 
putting people together with Rx’s and a 
much more gentle touch. 

Heading this threesome is Dr. James 
Kovach; others in the group are Milton 
McColl and John E. Frank. Around the 
National Football League, these men are 
better known as linebackers Jim Kovach 
and Milt McColl and tight end John Frank. 

Kovach, an eight-year NFL veteran, 
has graduated from medical school—class 
of 1985, University of Kentucky, with 
honors. McColl is in his sixth year of pro 
football and just completed his third year 
at Stanford’s School of Medicine. Frank is 
a three-year NFL player who recently fin- 
ished his first year at Ohio State’s med 
school. 

“It’s hard to imagine one of those kind 
of guys on an NFL team, but three is in- 
credible,” said John Madden, the coach- 
turned-broadcaster. “Just think how hard 
it is to make it to the pro level in football. 
And think how hard it is just to be accept- 
ed into medical school. 

“But here we have three who have 
done both and they are on the same team. 
It’s amazing.” 

But Frank has a theory about that, as 
he does about almost anything you might 
bring up. 

“Our head coach, Bill Walsh, professes 
an intelligent, brainy type of football and 
everybody seems to acknowledge that,” 
said the 24-year-old Frank. “And it’s true 
that he does like the more cerebral-type 
players. That is one of the things he looks 
for, I believe. So having three players in 
med school or who want to be doctors, 
well, it kind of fits.” 

Maybe so, but all three agree that it 
doesn’t fit easily. During the six-month pe- 
riod when other pro football players rest 
their weary bones, they had to rack their 
brains 12 or more hours a day. Plus, it was 
a grind, physically. And while Kovach, 
McColl and Frank watched others com- 
plete their med school work in four years, 
they had to come up with a six-year plan. 

Make no mistake about it: Getting 


through medical school while playing pro 
football is a grueling juggling act. 

Kovach obviously has the best perspec- 
tive because he made it through his six- 
year plan and is now waiting until he’s 
finished with pro football—or vice versa— 
before serving his internship. 

“Milt and John talk to me all the time 
about what to expect and I try to tell 
them, but they still won't know until 
they've gone through it all,” said Kovach, 
30. “Milt is basically over the hump—at 
the end of his third year and serving his 
clerkship in a hospital. John has a long 
way to go but he still has a lot of enthusi- 
asm.” 

While serving his clerkship this year, 
McColl said it was both the most demand- 
ing and rewarding experience he has had 
thus far. 

“Twelve hours on, 12 off . .. sometimes 
24 hours straight on call,” McColl said. “I 
worked with a team that included doctors 
and students on different levels. You learn 
the routine in a hospital and it is the first 
time you really deal with patients. 

“It's exciting and exhausting and some- 
times you wonder if you can go on and for 
how long.” 

It was during one of those moments 
that McColl asked Kovach if he had to do 
it all over again, and knew what he knows 
now, would he do it? 

“He said he wasn’t sure,” McColl re- 
called with a sigh. McColl, 27, had just fin- 
ished a 24-hour stint at the Stanford hospi- 
tal and seemed more worn out than he 
was after any football game. 

Frank, meanwhile, spent the first half 
of this year studying at least 12 and 
“sometimes 18 hours a day when I would 
really get into it and lose track.” 

Frank says his med school studies both 
awe and humble him. 

“It’s very trying . . . taking everything 
I’ve got, and the more I learn the more I 
realize how much I don’t know,” he said. 
“There is so much to learn that in a life- 
time you can only begin to scratch the 
surface.” 

Considering the enormity of the task, 
what—or who—was the driving force be- 
hind these three men? 

Clearly, each player was significantly 
influenced since childhood by a parent. 
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Kovach’s mother was a registered 
nurse, and it was through her that he first 
became intrigued by doctors. 

“That was back in Cleveland and it was 
during an age when doctors were kings. . . 
nobody questioned them,” Kovach said. 
“At that time, medicine was the most se- 
lective school and therefore the highest 
goal I could go for. I decided when I was 
an 18-year-old college freshman that I 
wanted to go to med school.” 

Frank drew considerable inspiration 
from his father, who found time to play 
some college basketball on the way to be- 
coming a lawyer. 

“My father always instilled confidence 
and pride in me and made me feel like 1 
should achieve the absolute best, try for 
an ultimate goal,” Frank said. “The chal- 
lenges and the possible achievements in 
the medical field, to me, are the ultimate. 

“The only way I’m going to be happy is 
if I'm totally committed to something. 1 
want to live my career. I don’t think there 
is anything more fulfilling than living your 
career to help other people.” 

McColl entered his pro football/medi- 
cal career with a fitting background. He is 
a product of a family that has sent eight of 
its members to Stanford, three of whom 
were standout football players—Milt him- 
self, a brother (Duncan, a defensive end 
in the mid-1970s) and his father (Bill, an 
All-America end, 1950 and 1951). 

Bill went on to play pro football, too, 
spending eight seasons with the Chicago 
Bears. 

By the way, that’s Dr. Bill McColl and, 
yes, that means “like father like son.” 

“I would naturally assume I was in- 
fluenced to some degree by my father, but 
he certainly didn’t push me,” Milt said. “I 
just thought medicine was interesting. I 
was attracted to the humanitarian side of 
it” 

And recent experiences while serving 
his clerkship have heightened McColl’s at- 
traction. 

“T've been in surgery where you take 
out half of someone's insides for tumors 
and you may think that’s sad, but look 
what it's doing,” he said. “It’s saving a life. 

“The other day we took out a 27-pound 
tumor. It’s hard dealing with suffering, but 
it makes you realize how short life is and 
how lucky we are just to be healthy.” 

All three men manage to maintain high 
levels of interest and accomplishment in 
two extremely difficult fields, endeavors 
that are difficult to compare. Or are they? 

“There is no comparing the two,” 
Frank said at first. “When I was in trait 
ing camp, I ate, slept and drank football 
for several weeks, and for six months I'll 
do that as long as I play football. 

“But a doctor eats, sleeps and drinks 
medicine for the rest of his life. It’s a total 
commitment. Forever. You can walk 
away from football at some point.” 

McColl and Kovach agree in their own 
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“.,.a doctor eats, sleeps and drinks 
medicine for the rest of his life. ... You can 


walk away from football at some point.” 
—John Frank 


ways. 

When Kovach was waived by the New 
Orleans Saints in November of last year, 
he hoped for a moment that he wouldn't 
get picked up. 

“I figured that would mean it was time 
to get on with my medical career, which 
is a lifetime commitment,” said Kovach, 
who was claimed by the 49ers. “But I was 
only 29 and I felt I could play a few more 
years. I knew that if I left, there was no 
turning back. 

“Heck, I was lucky to get into the NFL 
in the first place. The word was out during 
my last year of college ball that I was al- 
ready in med school and nobody was 
going to draft me. Luckily, Dick Nolan, 
who was the coach at New Orleans, took 
time to talk to me during the Senior Bowl. 
I told him I wanted to try pro football be- 
cause I had my whole life after that to be 
a doctor. He drafted me in the fourth 
round (1979).” 

McColl signed as a free agent with the 
49ers in 1981, and at the time it was gen- 
erally believed he got his chance only be- 
cause Walsh was his old college coach. 
Every year it was predicted he would be 
waived. Every year he made the squad. 

“I had what we called a one-year plan 
for pro football,” McColl said. “I knew I 
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would go on to meaical school and finish 
that eventually, but as long as I could stay 
in pro football I would. So I've lived with 
the one-year plan for six years now.” 

Frank's road into the NFL was easier 
as a second-round 1984 draftee. He is now 
considered the heir apparent to Russ 
Francis as the 49ers’ starting tight end. 

“And you know what, I think even 
though I said you can’t compare medicine 
and football, I think medical school is 
helping me in football,” Frank said. “I 
admit I was surprised by the mental work 
in football. The discipline I've needed to 
study in medical school has helped me in 
football. 

“I don't know who it was that said foot- 
ball was a mental game, but I agree. In 
med school, when I study I think I am 
pumping my brain like you pump a mus- 
cle when you work out. So even as I sit 
there, I’m getting in shape for football. 

“Yeah, football and medicine are a 
strange mixture. But strange only means 
different. And being different is what 
makes some people special.” 

Like the three men on San Francisco’s 
very special “special team"—the medical 
unit. = 


Frank Cooney covers the San Francisco 49ers for 
the San Francisco Examiner. 


A Tough One to Call 


There’s Talent, 
But 1987 Draft 


Lacks ‘Form’ 
By JOE STEIN 


ecause of a concentration of talent 
B: particular positions, most pro 

football drafts earn such titles as 
“Year of the Quarterback,” “Year of the 
Wide Receiver” and “Year of the Running 
Back.” 

But the 1987 selection process will be 
different. Call it the “Shapeless Draft.” 

Not that there isn’t some impressive 
talent. It’s just that it doesn’t loom as a 
great or terrible year. It’s too early even 
to call it mediocre. If nothing else, the 
1987 draft lacks form. Its quality will de- 
pend on what happens during the upcom- 
ing college season. 

If a few pivotal athletes blossom and a 
handful of marginal athletes suddenly ma- 
ture, pro football officials could be rub- 
bing their heads with great expectations. 
If, however, some potential blue-chippers 
regress or fall victim to injuries, the '87 
outlook could be grim. 

One of the draft’s barometers will be 
Miami quarterback Vinny Testaverde, 
who came out of nowhere last season 
after Bernie Kosar left school with two 
years of eligibility remaining. 

The 6-foot-5, 218-pound Testaverde va- 
cated the bench to hit 61 percent of his 
passes for 3,238 yards and 21 touchdowns. 
He has a stronger arm and is more mobile 
than Kosar, but Testaverde showed his 
rough edges in Miami’s Sugar Bowl loss to 
underdog Tennessee. If he can demon- 
strate more finesse and grace under 
pressure in 1986, Testaverde should be- 
come a rich young man. 

Another quarterback who has some- 
thing to prove is John Paye, who was 
hailed as the new John Elway when he 
was recruited by Stanford. The 6-3, 195- 
pound Paye passed for 2,548 yards last 
year, but he has been a disappointment to 
Pro scouts, some of whom wonder about 
his once-touted arm. In 1985, Paye 
dumped most of his passes off to his 
backs. Was he hesitant to go deep or un- 
able to? 

Four other quarterbacks will be 
watched closely by the pros. Oregon’s 6-2, 
195-pound Chris Miller passed for 2,237 
yards. Arizona State’s 6-1, 204-pound Jeff 
Van Raaphorst is strong-armed but errat- 
ic. Fresno State’s Kevin Sweeney is a big 
Doug Flutie—undersized at 6-foot, 195 
pounds, but clever with a great feel for 
the game. He’s also accurate, passing for 
2,604 yards (60 percent) last season with 
only seven interceptions. Notre Dame’s 
6-2, 200-pound Steve Beuerlein was sty- 
mied by Gerry Faust’s dull offense. If new 


Continued 


The development of Miami quarterback Vinny Testaverde well could de- 
termine the strength of the 1987 National Football League draft. 
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Coach Lou Holtz uses him properly, the 
young quarterback could move way up on 
scouting lists. 2 

As a group, the running backs are big, 
‘strong and solid—but short on flash. Fall- 
ing into that category are Southern Meth- 
odist’s 5-11, 215-pound Jeff Atkins, who 

+ should produce big numbers with added 
playing time after the departure of Reg- 
gie Dupard; Stanford’s 6-3, 215-pound Brad 
Muster, who caught 78 passes as a junior; 
Miami's 230-pound Alonzo Highsmith, who 
has a great burst of speed despite his bulk; 
Washington’s 6-3, 240-pound Rick Fenney, 
a quality performer who must stay 
healthy, and Texas’ 6-3, 235-pound Edwin 

“Simmons, once viewed as the Earl Camp- 
bell of the future before being victimized 

* by serious knee problems. 

Injuries also have taken their toll on 
Penn State’s D.J. Dozier (6-1, 210) and 
Oklahoma's Spencer Tillman (5-10, 205), 
both of whom had the look of stars early 
in their careers. Dozier, especially, could 
come back with a rush this season. 
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Nebraska’s Doug DuBose (left) could be the cream of 
the 1987 running back crop while Florida’s Jeff Zim- 


The cream of the running back crop 
could be Nebraska’s Doug DuBose, a 5-11, 
190-pounder who averaged 5.7 yards a 
carry in rushing for 1,161 yards as a jun- 
ior. Other big producers are 5-11, 200- 
pound George Swarn of Miami (Ohio), 
who gained 1,511 yards and scored 12 
touchdowns; Temple’s undersized Paul 
Palmer (5-9, 175), who recorded a 5.4-yard 
average in gaining 1,516 yards; Wiscon- 
sin’s Larry Emery (5-9, 185), a 1,113-yard 
runner with eight touchdowns, and San 
Diego State’s speedy Chris Hardy (5-9, 
185), who averaged a whopping 7.3 yards 
per carry while gaining 1,150 yards and 
scoring seven touchdowns. 

Boston College's 5-8, 189-pound Troy 
Stradford was knocked out of action last 
season but, when healthy, is a quick, elu- 
sive runner-receiver. 

Scouts also will be watching a trio of 
Auburn backs—Brent Fullwood (6-foot, 
200), Tommy Agee (5-11, 215) and Collis 
Campbell (5-11, 225). Maryland’s Alvin 
Blount (5-11, 200) and Tommy Neal (5-9, 
200), Oklahoma’s Earl Johnson (5-11, 210), 
Clemson's Ken Flowers (5-11, 195) and Ne- 
vada-Las Vegas’ Kirk Jones (5-10, 190) 
should command some attention. A cou- 
ple of undeveloped talents are Oregon's 
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= J 
merman should rank among the top offensive linemen 
chosen. 


Kevin Willhite (5-11, 215) and Azusa-Pacif- 
ic’s Christian Okoye, a 6-1, 255-pound Nige- 
rian with surprising speed and a limited 
knowledge of the game. 

The most impressive wide receiver is 
Alabama's Albert Bell, a 6-foot, 170-pound 
junior college transfer who has speed, 
moves, hands and a feel for the game. 

Michigan State’s Mark Ingram (5-11, 
180) has had off-the-field problems that 
leave his future in doubt, but he has a lot 
of talent. So do Southern Mississippi's 
Andre Mott (5-10, 185), who also averaged 
10.6 yards per punt return, Miami’s 
speedy Ricky Nattiel (5-9, 180), Fort Hays 
State’s Frankie Neal (6-2, 200), a transfer 
from Florida, SMU’s Ron Morris (6-1, 185) 
and Marquis Pleasant (6-0, 170), Notre 
Dame's Alvin Miller (6-4, 210) and Arkan- 
sas’ James Shibest (5-11, 191), a glue-fin- 
gered pass catcher who is stuck in a run- 
ning offense. 

From the same waterbug mold are Bos- 
ton College's Kelvin Martin (5-9, 160) and 
Fresno State’s Stephen Baker (5-9, 160). 
Despite a lack of size, they’re big-play re- 
ceivers and gifted punt returners. Michi- 
gan’s Paul Jokisch is a 6-7, 225-pounder 
who has shown an ability to get deep. He 
might be tried at tight end. 


The No. 1 tight end prospect is Texas’ 
6-5, 234-pound William Harris, one of this 
draft's pivotal players. He’s coming off a 
disappointing 1985 season, but is so big, 
strong and fast that he could bounce back 
ina big way. 

Another talented tight end from the 
same conference is Texas A&M's Rod 
Bernstine (6-2, 230). UCLA’s Derek Ten- 
nell (6-4, 225) also is talented, though he 
might not be the best tight end prospect in 
the Pacific-10 Conference. That honor 
could go to California's Don Noble (6-2, 
225), though Noble’s play has fallen off 
after a bright debut. 

There’s an impressive array of offen- 
sive linemen, led by Pittsburgh's Randy 
Dixon (6-4, 286), Missouri's John Clay (6-5, 
280), Southern Cal's Jeff Bregel (6-4, 280), 
Georgia Tech’s John Davis (6-4, 290), 
Georgia’s Keith Johnson (6-5, 300) and 
Florida's Jeff Zimmerman (6-4, 310), 

Other prospects include Wisconsin's 
Glenn Derby (6-6, 280) and Paul Gruber 
(6-4, 260), Washington’s Kevin Gogan (6-6, 
290) and East Carolina's Tim Dumas (6-5, 
300). Following in some impressive foot- 
steps are Baylor's John Adickes (6-2, 265) 
and Ohio State’s Bob Maggs (6-5, 285). 

On the other side of the line is the 
standout player in this draft—Alabama 
linebacker Cornelius Bennett. The 6-4, 
235-pound Bennett is an all-around star 
who is rushing a quarterback one second 
and stopping a receiver downfield the 


Alabama’s Albert Bell is an impressive wide receiver who has speed, good 
Continued hands and pro-type moves. 
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next. Besides his obvious talent, he has a 
sixth sense in diagnosing the play and is a 
ferocious competitor. 

Several other linebackers are excellent 
pro prospects. Louisiana State’s Michael 
Brooks (6-1, 235) is strong, quick and ag- 
gressive. Shane Conlan (6-3, 225) is in the 
mold of the great Penn State linebackers. 
He's a Jack Ham type, only bigger. Cal’s 
Hardy Nickerson (6-3, 230) specializes in 
destroying helmets—and ball carriers— 
with his jolting tackles. 

Other big-play linebackers are Byron 
Evans (6-2, 220) of Arizona and Johnny 
Holland (6-2, 220) of Texas A&M. Nebras- 
ka's Mare Munford (6-1, 225), Notre 
Dame’s Robert Banks (6-4, 235), Fresno 
State’s Cliff Hannemann (6-3, 225) and 
Maryland’s Chuck Faucette (6-2, 238) are 
other interesting prospects. 

The defensive line prospects should be 
better than average. 

The scouts like Miami’s strong and 
quick Jerome Brown (6-2, 275) and Wash- 
ington’s Reggie Rogers (6-7, 250), whose 
brother Don is a defensive back and for- 
mer first-round draft choice of the Cleve- 
land Browns. 

Other prospects are Memphis State's 
Dennis Borcky (6-4, 275); Texas A&M's 
Rod Saddler (6-5, 273); Brigham Young's 
Alabama’s Cornelius Bennett (above) is an all-everything linebacker and _ Jason Buck (6-6, 275); Missouri's Michael 
possibly the class of the 1987 draft. California linebacker Hardy Nicker- Sot (6-4, 275); Maryland's Bruce Messner 
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Pitt's Tony Woods is a great pass-rusher 
who, at 6-4 and 240 pounds, may wind up 
at either linebacker or defensive end. 
SMU's Jerry Ball stands just 6-foot, but 
could be a force at nose tackle. 

Southern Cal’s Tim McDonald (6-3, 205) 
and Oklahoma State’s Mark Moore (6-0, 
190) are the class of the defensive backs. 
McDonald is a superb athlete, strong, 
quick and intense, who ranges all over the 
field from his safety spot. Moore, who pos- 
sesses the same qualities, intercepted 
seven passes, returning them for 176 
yards last season. 

Cornerback types include Baylor's Ron 
Francis (5-9, 195) and Thomas Everett 
(5-8, 180), Purdue’s Rod Woodson (6-foot, 
198) and Wisconsin's Nate Odomes (5-11, 
180). Odomes and Maryland's Keeta Co- 
vington (5-9, 190) also are dangerous re- 
turn men. Texas’ Richard Peavy (6-foot, 
190) hasn’t developed the way the Long- 
horns expected, but he has talent. Wash- 
ington’s Tim Peoples (6-1, 190), Florida’s 
Adrian White (5-11, 200) and San Diego 
State’s Ellis Powers (6-1, 170) also deserve 
a good look. 

The best of the kickers are Tennessee's 
Carlos Reveiz (24 of 28 field-goal attempts 
in 1985), Texas’ Jeff Ward (19 of 24), 
Washington’s Jeff Jaeger (21 of 24) and 
Alabama’s Van Tiffin, who booted 17 field 
goals, some tape-measure jobs. 


Joe Stein, a writer for the San Diego Evening 
Tribune, covers draft-related stories for The 
Sporting News. 
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Four Years and Counting 


TSN Analyzes 
The 1982 Draft 
Team-by-Team 
By HOWARD BALZER 


eople around the National Football 
| > ar would like to forget 1982. 

That was the year that NFL play- 
ers chose to go on strike after the second 
game of the season, a decision that result- 
ed in 57 lost days, eight missed games and 
an incalculable amount of lost fan loyalty. 

One week of contests later was resched- 
uled, resulting in a nine-game regular sea- 
son and a makeshift playoff schedule. One 
of the behind-the-scenes victims of the 
strike, as it appears four years later, was 
the 1982 class of rookie draft picks. 

Those players did not have a full first 
year to develop their skills and the inter- 
ruption of the season might have cost 
many of them a job. Looking at that group 
(those players entering their fifth pro sea- 
son), only 90 of the 334 drafted players 
remain with the original team that draft- 
ed them. 

That is the lowest figure since The 
Sporting News Pro Football Yearbook 
started charting 4-year-old drafts in 1981. 
Interestingly, the number of premium 
picks (rounds 1 through 3) still on rosters 
remained about the same as in previous 
years. But the number of later-round se- 
lections fell off sharply, perhaps because 
of that short first season. 

In the 1977 draft, 95 players were active 
with their drafting team four years later; 
1978 (91), 1979 (105), 1980 (97) and 1981 
(121). The premium-round figures are: 
1977 (60), 1978 (45), 1979 (56), 1980 (56), 
1981 (58) and 1982 (56). 

An interesting point about the 1982 
draft is that more players are active with 
other NFL clubs or receiving tryouts this 
summer. Also keep in mind that the ’82 
draft preceded the United States Football 
League’s first season. While only 16 play- 
ers from the draft remain active in the 
USFL, several have returned for their sec- 
ond try at the NFL. 

Following is a team-by-team look at the 
"82 draft: 

ATLANTA—Gerald Riggs, the Falcons’ 
No. | pick in 1982, has been a standout, but 
otherwise the team’s draft was a dud. 
Wide receiver Stacey Bailey, a third- 
rounder, is still around, but his size (157 
pounds) probably will keep him from ever 
being a prominent pass-catcher. 

Sixth-round quarterback Mike Kelley is 
with Memphis of the USFL while ninth- 
rounder Mike Horan enters the ’86 season 
as Philadelphia’s punter. Only two of the 
original 12 picks are on the roster. 

BUFFALO—The Bills will forever be 
reminded that they traded up in the first 


Continued 


s 


Marcus Allen, the Los Angeles Raiders’ premier running back, was one of 
the top players coming out of the 1982 draft. 


The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook * 141 


Draft ’82 


Continued 


round of the '82 draft to take wide receiv- 
er Perry Tuttle, a total bust. Second-round 
quarterback Matt Kofler never developed 
and eventually was traded to Indianapolis. 

Linebacker Eugene Marve, a third- 
rounder, has made an impact, but he is 
the only one of the team’s 11 picks still on 
the roster, While the Bills have struggled 
to find a reliable placekicker, Gary An- 
derson, a seventh-round Buffalo pick in 
1982, continues to perform consistently for 
Pittsburgh after being cut by the Bills. 

CHICAGO—Just on the basis of their 
first-round pick, the Bears’ '82 draft has to 
be considered a success. With the fifth 
pick, the Bears opted for Brigham Young 
quarterback Jim McMahon, who led Chi- 
cago to its first-ever Super Bowl victory 
last season. The Bears’ second-round pick 
was traded to Tampa Bay for a 1983 first- 
rounder, which turned out to be wide re- 
ceiver Willie Gault. 

Third-round tight end Tim Wrightman 
chose to sign with the USFL, but joined 
the Bears prior to last season and provid- 
ed depth at the position. Fourth-round 
running back Dennis Gentry has been a 
steady backup while sixth-round selection 
Kurt Becker was a starting guard until he 
was injured last season. Undrafted free- 
agent running back Calvin Thomas also 
has been a contributor. 

CINCINNATI—This was a draft to file 
away for the Bengals. It officially became 
a washout when defensive end Glen Col- 
lins, a first-rounder, was traded to Green 
Bay after the 1985 season. Collins never 
produced and the only player from the 
Bengals’ draft still on the roster is third- 
round tight end Rodney Holman, 

Emanuel Weaver, a second-round de- 
fensive tackle, is with New Jersey of the 
USFL. 

CLEVELAND—The Browns’ brass is 
still trying to live down its statements 
after making defensive end Keith Bald- 
win a second-round choice. “The best 
pure pass-rusher in the draft,” the Browns 
said. While Baldwin remains with the 
team, he has yet to live up to draft-day 
billing. 

Linebacker Chip Banks, the first-round 
pick, has been something of an enigma. A 
great performer when he wants to play, 
Banks was included in a trade to Buffalo 
in 1985 that gave the Browns the draft 
rights to quarterback Bernie Kosar. 
Banks refused to report to the Bills. 

Center Mike Baab was an excellent 
fifth-round pick and linebacker Scott Ni- 
colas was the biggest surprise of the 12th 
round. 

DALLAS—A look at the '82 draft gives 
an indication why the always-consistent 
Cowboys have been unable to take the big 
step to the Super Bowl in recent years. 
Dallas drafted for potential and was 
burned. Cornerback Rod Hill, a first-round 
pick, was eventually traded to Buffalo. 

Second-round linebacker Jeff Rohrer 
has started to come around and the only 


Walter Abercrombie has produced, but not as much as the Pittsburgh 
Steelers expected when they drafted him in 1982. 


other 1982 draftee still on the roster is 
fifth-round tackle Phil Pozderac. 

DENVER—The Broncos’ draft pro- 
duced two running backs still with the 
team. Oddly, the one drafted on the fifth 
round (Sammy Winder) has made a big- 
ger contribution than the one taken on the 
first round (Gerald Willhite). 

Linebacker Ken Woodard, a 10th-round- 
er, was an excellent late-round pick and 
ninth-round offensive lineman Keith 
Uecker remained with the Broncos until 
1984 when he was lost on procedural waiv- 
ers to Green Bay. Denver was trying to 
activate Uecker from injured reserve 
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when the Packers claimed him. 

DETROIT—The Lions have been 
helped by the ’82 draft, although line- 
backer Jimmy Williams hasn't lived up to 
first-round expectations, Defensive backs 
Bobby Watkins (second round), Bruce 
MeNorton (fourth) and William Graham 
(fifth) all have contributed. 

The biggest surprise was tight end Rob 
Rubick, a 12th-rounder. Tenth-round line- 
backer Roosevelt Barnes stayed with the 
Lions until being traded to the Colts in 
May. Sixth-round quarterback Mike Ma- 
churek and eighth-round defensive end 
Martin Moss played for the Lions in 1985 


but were not offered contracts after be- 
coming free agents. 

GREEN BAY—The Packers’ 1982 draft 
was dimmed by the 1981 acquisition of 
wide receiver John Jefferson, who wound 
up costing too much. Only three players 
remain from the '82 draft: offensive line- 
man Ron Hallstrom, a first-rounder, de- 
fensive end Robert Brown, a fourth-round- 
er, and 12th-round wide receiver Phil 
Epps. In between, there was little al- 
though third-round running back Del 
Rodgers helped until a 1985 injury ended 
his Packers career. 

HOUSTON—You would think the 
Oilers would be making their move in the 
AFC Central after an '82 draft that pro- 
duced four premium picks that remain on 
the team. 

However, no choices after the third 
round remain on the roster, and those 
four players, with the exception of guard 
Mike Munchak, a first-round selection, 
have not made major contributions. 

Second-round quarterback Oliver Luck 
appears to be a career backup, while 
third-round running back Stanley Ed- 
wards is an able role player. Linebacker 
Robert Abraham, a third-round pick, has 
yet to make his presence felt. 

INDIANAPOLIS—This draft produced 
two quarterbacks, both of whom are no 
longer with the Colts. First-rounder Art 
Schlichter earned a starting job at the be- 
ginning of the 1985 season but was quickly 
given the hook and then released. Fourth- 
round selection Mike Pagel started 
through most of his Colts career, but the 
off-season acquisition of Gary Hogeboom 
and the 1986 drafting of Jack Trudeau led 
to Pagel’s trade to Cleveland. 

Still with the team is linebacker Johnie 
Cooks, a first-round selection, second- 
round nose tackle Leo Wisniewski, sec- 
ond-round punter Rohn Stark and sixth- 
round tight end Pat Beach. Wisniewski’s 
career is in jeopardy because of a 1985 
knee injury. 

KANSAS CITY—The Chiefs traded a 
third-round pick to move up in the first 
round so they could select wide receiver 
Anthony Hancock. They are still waiting 
for him to develop as a top pass-catcher. 
The only other '82 draftee still around is 
second-round linebacker Calvin Daniels. 

LOS ANGELES RAIDERS—No picks 
remain after the third round, but three 
Premium selections have made major 
contributions, Running back Marcus Allen 
was drafted on the first round and was 
named The Sporting News’ Player of the 
Year for 1985 after setting a record for 
most combined yards from scrimmage. 
Second-round linebacker Jack Squirek ap- 
pears ready to become a star while third- 
round safety Vann McElroy is a Pro Bowl 
performer. 

Second-round center Jim Romano was 
eventually traded to Houston for third- 
and sixth-round picks in the 1985 draft. 
The Raiders also received good produc- 
tion from the player they obtained from 
Cleveland for an '82 No. 8 pick: defensive 
end Lyle Alzado. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS—Several play- 
ers from the Rams’ ’82 draft are active in 


the NFL, but only one is still with the 
Rams: first-round running back Barry 
Redden. And Redden has never made it 
big, primarily because of the emergence 
of Eric Dickerson. 

The Rams had another No. 1 pick but 
traded it with a second-rounder to the 
Colts for quarterback Bert Jones. 

MIAMI—The Dolphins were one of the 
few NFL teams that received excellent 
Production from the '82 draft. The first 
four picks remain on the roster: offensive 
lineman Roy Foster, wide receiver Mark 
Duper, defensive back Paul Lankford and 
linebacker Charles Bowser. Bowser suf- 
fered through a tragic '85 season, first 
being sidelined with an ankle injury and 
then having his wife die in a car accident. 

Miami also has received consistent play 


from seventh-round tight end Dan John- 
son and versatility from ninth-round pick 
Steve Clark. Clark has moved back and 
forth between the offensive and defensive 
lines. 

MINNESOTA—The Vikings’ top per- 
former from the '82 draft is tight end 
Steve Jordan, a seventh-rounder. First- 
round running back Darrin Nelson has 
contributed, but never at the expected 
level. Also on the roster is second-round 
tackle Terry Tausch and 11th-round guard 
Curtis Rouse. 

Linebacker Jim Fahnhorst, a fourth- 
rounder, first signed with the USFL and 
then signed with San Francisco when 
Minnesota would not match the 49ers’ 
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Holtz and his Fighting Irish Football Team 
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IRISH FOOTBALL. 
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offer. 

NEW ENGLAND—The Patriots hit the 
jackpot with seven premium picks and all 
still remain with the team, although some 
are fighting injury problems. Defensive 
end Ken Sims, the first pick in the entire 
draft, finally was making an impact when 
a broken leg sidelined him late in the 1985 
season. The best of the bunch is line- 
backer Andre Tippett, a second-round 
pick in ’82 and an All-Pro in 1985. 

Second-rounder Robert Weathers is one 
of a talented group of Patriots running 
backs and wide receiver Cedric Jones, a 
third-rounder, is a backup. Others with in- 
jury questions are second-round tackle 
Darryl Haley and third-round linebacker 
Clayton Weishuhn. Haley was felled by co- 
litis in 1985 while Weishuhn hasn’t played 
since the first game of 1984 because of a 
knee injury. 

Linebacker Brian Ingram, a fourth- 
rounder, remains on the roster and fifth- 
round safety Fred Marion is a standout 
performer. 

NEW ORLEANS—The Saints have four 
of 10 picks on the roster and that doesn’t 
include quarterback David Wilson, who 
was selected in the previous year’s sup- 
plemental draft with the pick actually 
being used as a No. 1 in 1982. The Saints 
should have more to show for six other 
premium picks, but only two players re- 
main: second-round offensive lineman 
Brad Edelman and third-round wide re- 
ceiver Eugene Goodlow. 

Morten Andersen, a fourth-rounder, has 
been a consistent kicker, while fifth-round 
nose tackle Tony Elliott is contributing 
after beating a drug problem. 

NEW YORK GIANTS—Thanks to run- 
ning back Joe Morris’ performance in 
1985, the Giants’ 1982 draft wasn’t a total 
bust. Running back Butch Woolfolk was 
the first-round pick and was eventually 
dealt to Houston. Morris came on the sec- 
ond round and the third-round pick was 
traded to the Oilers for another running 
back, Rob Carpenter. 

None of the other draft picks are still 
with the club. 

NEW YORK JETS—Injury problems 
have affected the performance of line- 
backer Bob Crable, the first-round pick. 
Second-round tackle Reggie McElroy’s 
days may be numbered after several line- 
men were selected in the 1986 draft. Ver- 
satile Rocky Klever was a find in the 
ninth round but those three players are 
the only ones left on the roster. 

PHILADELPHIA—The Eagles ended 
up with wide receiver Mike Quick when 
they really wanted Perry Tuttle, but that 
was the only good thing to happen for 
them in the 1982 draft. Tight end 
Lawrence Sampleton, a second-round se- 
lection, was a bust and another tight end, 
third-rounder Vyto Kab, helped for 
awhile. 

Fourth-round linebacker Anthony 
Griggs became a starter until Buddy Ryan 


Andre Tippett (above), New England’s 1982 second-round pick, has devel- 
oped into one of the game’s top linebackers while tackle Bubba Paris, 
another second-rounder, has given the 49ers exactly what they wanted. 
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took over as coach during the off-season 
and traded him to Cleveland for an 
eighth-round pick. 

PITTSBURGH—The Steelers are still 
waiting for the explosions they expected 
from running back Walter Abercrombie, 
their first-round pick. Abercrombie has 
been steady but not worthy of the 12th 
overall selection in the draft. Linebacker 
Mike Merriweather was a steal on the 
third round, but second-round tackle John 
Meyer never got on the field because of 
knee problems. 

Mid-round picks Rick Woods (fourth 
round), Emil Boures (seventh) and Ed- 
mund Nelson (seventh) have had their 
moments. 

ST. LOUIS—The Cardinals’ draft was 
one of their better ones in recent years, 
although injuries affected most of their ’82 
selections last season. 

First-round tackle Luis Sharpe was 
burned out after playing a full season in 
the USFL before rejoining the Cardinals 
and defensive captain Benny Perrin, a 
third-rounder, was bothered by a knee 
problem that threatens his career. 
Fourth-round tackle Tootie Robbins had 
hamstring problems last season and 
played poorly while fullback Earl Ferrell, 
a fifth-rounder, got off to a great start in 
'85 before it was revealed he had a drug 
problem. 

Second-round defensive tackle David 
Galloway didn’t play up to the level he 
had reached the previous season. 

SAN DIEGO—Because of a series of 
trades, the Chargers did not select until 
the sixth round of the draft. No players 
remain from that ill-fated venture. 

Only one, eighth-round punter Maury 
Buford, still is in football. He punted three 
years for the Chargers and was traded to 
the Bears before the 1985 season. 

SAN FRANCISCO—The 49ers had just 
one premium pick but made it pay off 
with the second-round selection of tackle 
Bubba Paris. The No. | pick was traded to 
New England for tight end Russ Francis 
and the No. 3 went to San Diego for offen- 
sive lineman Dan Audick. 

Two later picks have played well: sev- 
enth-round linebacker Ron Ferrari and 
10th-round defensive back/kick returner 
Dana McLemore. 

SEATTLE—The Seahawks surprised 
the early risers in 1982 by selecting defen- 
sive end Jeff Bryant with the sixth overall 
Pick on the first round. Bryant has devel- 
oped into one of the top linemen in the 
NFL. Linebacker Bruce Scholtz was a 
solid choice on the second round, but 
those are the only two players from the 
draft still in Seattle. 

Third-round tight end Pete Metzelaars 
was traded in 1985 to Buffalo for wide re- 
ceiver Byron Franklin. 

TAMPA BAY—The Bucs traded a first- 
round 1983 pick for the right to select de- 
fensive end Booker Reese on the second 
round. Reese never played well and took 
some of the glitter away from an other- 
wise good draft. 

Offensive lineman Sean Farrell came 
on the first round with tight end Jerry Bell 
and defensive end John Cannon coming 
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{ Includes Doug Rogers (2nd), on Patriots injured list in °85 and will try out with 49ers. 
Includes Van Williams (4th), who will try out with Saints and Dennis Edwards (9th), 


who will try out with Rams, 


§ Includes Frank Kalil (11th), who played with Gold in ’85. 

a Henry Waechter (7th) played with Bears in ’82, Colts in '83 and returned to Bears in ‘84. 

bincludes Ben Needham (7th), who played with Breakers in '85 and Kari Yli-Renko 
(8th), who played with Generals and Stars in '85. 

Clncludes Dwight Walker (4th), who will try out with Saints. 

d Includes Van Heflin (8th), who played with Showboats in ‘85. 

e Includes Jim Eliopulos (3rd), who played with Jets in '85. 

f Includes George Peoples (8th), who played with Buccaneers in ‘85. 

g Includes Steve Doig (3rd), who will try out with Patriots. 

h Includes Mike Machurek (6th) and Martin Moss (8th), who played with Lions in '85. 

j Includes Del Rodgers (3rd), who played with Packers in °85. 

k Includes Steve Bryant (4th), who played with Oilers in '85 and will try out with Colts, 

m Includes Fletcher Jenkins (7th), who played with Express in '85 and will try out with 


Saints. 


n Includes Wally Kersten (5th), who played with Buccaneers in '85 and will try out with 
Colts, and Miles McPherson (10th), who played with Chargers in ’85. 

o Includes Jeff Gaylord (4th), who played with Gunslingers in "85. 

p Includes Bob Nelson (5th), who will try out with Buccaneers, 

q Includes Gregg Storr (6th), who played with Breakers in ’85 and will try out with Saints. 

T Includes Ricky Smith (6th), who will try out with Dolphins. 

s Includes Lindsay Scott (1st), who played with Saints in '85 and will try out with Falcons, 

UIncludes Rodney Lewis (3rd), who will try out with Stars. 

u Includes Marvin Lewis (6th), who played with Bulls in '85. 

v Includes Gerry Raymond (4th), who played with Breakers in ‘85 and will try out with 
Saints; Rich Umphrey (5th), who played with Chargers in ’85 and Jeff Wiska (7th), who played 
with Invaders in '85 and will try out with Browns. 

w Includes Lawrence Sampleton (2nd), who will try out with Dolphins. 

x Includes Harvey Armstrong (7th), who will try out with Colts, and Rob Taylor (12th), 
who played with Gamblers in °85 and will try out with Buccaneers. 

y Includes Dennis DeVaughan (5th), who played with Gamblers in '85. 

zIncludes Allen Hughes (12th), who played with Breakers in ‘85 and will try out with 


Lions. 


za Includes Mike Perko (6th), who played with Stallions in '85. 
2b Includes Newton Williams (5th), who will try out with Colts, and Bryan Clark (9th), 


who will try out with Bills. 


zc Includes Booker Reese (2nd), who played with Rams in '85 and will try out with 49ers. 
2d Includes Michael Morton (12th), who played with Buccaneers in ’85. 

ze Includes Todd Liebenstein (4th), who played with Redskins in '85. 

zf Includes Dan Miller (11th), who played with Stallions in ‘85 and will try out with 


Cardinals. 
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on the third round. One of the better 
choices was fifth-round linebacker Jeff 
Davis. 

WASHINGTON —It was an active day 
of trading for the Redskins—and a non- 
productive draft. Of the 15 selections, only 
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two remain: second-round cornerback 
Vernon Dean and ninth-round safety Ken 
Coffey. 

The biggest bust was third-round wide 
receiver Carl Powell, who was released in 
training camp. 
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By HOWARD BALZER 


Hold That Ball 


They battled for the National Football League rushing title 
down the stretch last season, with the Los Angeles Raiders’ 
Marcus Allen eventually edging Atlanta’s Gerald Riggs. 

Both players added to their already-high value by holding on to 
the football. Riggs handled the ball 430 times, including both rush- 
ing and receiving attempts, without fumbling once. Allen fumbled 
just three times in 447 attempts. 

Ironically, Allen had led the NFL with 14 fumbles two years 
earlier. 

Riggs was not alone as a non-fumbler in 1985. Indianapolis’ 
Randy McMillan added to his glue-fingered reputation by handling 
the ball 212 times without fumbling. McMillan, the career leader 
among players with at least 200 attempts last year, has fumbled 
just eight times in five seasons. Five of those fumbles came in 
1983, McMillan’s worst season. 

The accompanying chart shows the ratio of attempts per fumble 
for those players with more than 200 attempts in 1985. The at- 
tempts include rushing, receiving and kick returns. 

Washington’s George Rogers, used inconsistently, had the worst 
ratio, fumbling once for every 26.1 attempts. Ironically, the year 
before in New Orleans, Rogers fumbled just twice in 251 attempts. 

The addition of Bo Jackson to the Tampa Bay attack could pay 
dividends for running back James Wilder. 

In 1983, when Wilder had just 218 attempts, he fumbled only 
‘once. In the last two years, as his attempts increased to 492 and 
418, respectively, his fumbles increased to 10 and nine. 

Improvement was noted for Pittsburgh’s Frank Pollard. In 1984, 
Pollard had a ratio of 26.0, fumbling nine times in 234 attempts. 
Last year, he fumbled twice in 257 attempts for a ratio of 128.5. 


— 1985 Season — — NFL Career — 

Att. Fum. Rati Att. Fum. Rati 
Gerald Riggs, Atlanta.. 4300 1060 19 55. 
Randy McMillan, Indianapolis .. 212, 0 931 8 116.4 
Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders. 447 3 1318 30 43.9 
Frank Pollard, Pittsburgh 254. 2 879 25 35.2 
‘Wayne Wilson, New Orlean: 206 2 902 19 47.5 
Earnest Jackson, Philadelphia 292, 3 655 7 93.6 
Kevin Mack, Cleveland 251 4 251 4 628 
Waiter Payton, Chicag 373 6 3810 75 508 
Roger Craig, San Franc 306 5 14 54.0 
Earnest Byner, Cleveland. 289 5 394 8 49.3 
Sammy Winder, Denver 230 4 867 17 51.0 
Joe Morris, N.Y. Giant: 318 6 543 10 54.3 
Walter Abercrombie, 2oLrS 579 7 82.7 
Tony Dorsett, Dalla SSL Gy: 2779 76 36.6 
James Wilder, Tam 4189 1420 28 50.7 
Stump Mitchell, St. Loui 260 6 816 23 35.5 
Curt Warner, Seattle.. 3388 726 14 519 
James Jones, Detroit. 289 «7 684 «17 40.2 
Darrin Nelson, Minnesota. 262 7 713, 18 39.6 
Freeman McNeil, N.Y. Jets 5320n 9! 1089 29 37.6 
Craig James, New England 2 8 473 12 39.4 
Tony Collins, New England.. 2ISt 86s 1095 32 34.2 
James Brooks, Cincinnati 250 7 58 30 31.9 
Greg Bell, Buffal 281 8 578 13 44.5 
Eric Dickerson, L.A. 312 10 1153 37 31.2 
Tony Nathan, Miami 215 7 1127 3334.2 
Lionel James, San Diego. 252) 9 73 «18 20.7 
George Rogers, Washingtor 2357 9 1274 36 35.4 


Those Sack Attacks 


The argument that defense wins games in the National Football 
League is supported by a statistical analysis of sacks and their 
relationship to passing attempts. While a team’s total number of 
sacks often is used as a barometer for defensive efficiency, the 
accompanying charts, showing the frequency of sacks per pass 
play, take the argument one step further. 

The formula, pass attempts plus sacks equals number of pass 
plays, results in a ratio that gives a team’s frequency of sacks—or 
being sacked on offense. It seems strange that several teams with 
low ratios on offense finished the 1985 season with winning rec- 
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Pittsburgh’s Frank Pollard (below) fumbled only twice 
last season for a 128.5 ratio. Chicago’s Walter Payton 
fumbled six times while compiling a 62.2 mark. 
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ords. Chicago, Washington, the New York Giants, the New York 
Jets and the Los Angeles Rams all finished in the bottom 10 of 
offensive-sack frequency (OSF). 

Miami was tops, allowing a sack once every 31.3 pass plays. 
However, of the 12 best teams in OSF, only four had winning rec- 
ords: Miami, Denver (17.2), Dallas (14.3) and San Francisco (14.1). 

The perspective changes, however, when you look at defensive 
sack frequency (DSF). Nine of the top 12 teams in DSF had win- 
ning records. The Giants and Los Angeles Raiders led the way, 
getting a sack every 8.9 pass plays. Others with winning records 
were Chicago (9.2), Dallas (9.9), Washington (9.9), the Rams (10.8), 
New England (11.3), the Jets (11.3) and San Francisco (11.4). 

The Cowboys and 49ers were the only teams in the top 12 in 
both categories, 


OFFENSE. 
ass 

Sacked Plays Ratio 

595 31. 
39 671 17.2 
655, 172 
33 545 16.5 
35 503 144 
44 631 143 
42 592 141 
45 621 138 
40 548 13.7 
41 559 13.6 
42 559 133 
43 554 12.9 
43 549 128 
39 49% 2.7 
450 125 
53 628 118 
55 622 113 
50 563 113 
43 475 11.0 
52 564 10.8 
52 549 10.6 
58 570 98 
58 566 98 
53 515 97 
65 599 9.2 
62 559 9.0 
57 460 81 
69 531 77 

Pass 

Sacks Plays Ratio 
68 603 8.9 
65 576 89 
61 557 91 
64 586 9.2 
62 611 99 
52 517 99 
53 531 10.0 
56 604 10.8 
51 576 11.3 
49 556 113 
60 681 11.4 
48 557 116 
45 523 116 
41 503 123 
46 575 125 
47 594 12.6 
44 553 12.6 
42 577 137 
38 525 138 
Cincinnati. = 40 558 14.0 
Pittsburgh’ 36 520 14.4 
Indianapoiis.. " 36 540 15.0 
e 35 540 15.4 
32 493 15.4 
33 523 158 
40 635 59 
37 613 166 
25 502 20.1 


The Attendance Story 

For the second consecutive year, Buffalo and Tampa Bay regis- 
tered two of the bigger drops in attendance in the National Foot- 
ball League. 

The Bills sold 14,247 less tickets in 1984 than ‘83 and then 
dropped another 6,749 in 1985 for a two-year loss of just under 
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21,000. Tampa Bay dropped 6,904 in 1985 after a 1984 loss of 7,760. 

Atlanta and New Orleans have also joined Buffalo and Tampa 
Bay as big losers. It's no coincidence that three of those four teams 
have changed coaches in the last two years and the Falcons only 
gave Dan Henning a one-year reprieve after the 1985 season. 

The Falcons dropped a total of 4,505 tickets from 1983 to ’84 and 
then another 7,209 in '85. New Orleans fell 9,693 last season after a 
3,667 drop in 1984. The Saints’ drop last season was the largest in 
the league. Atlanta led the league with an average of 13,829 no- 
shows per game with Tampa Bay second at 10,278. 

Cleveland's division title in 1985, although accomplished with an 
8-8 record, reversed an attendance spin from the previous year. 
The Browns had dropped 13,750 from 1983 to '84 but got 9,459 of 
them back in 1985. Cleveland's rise was tops in the league. 

Denver, the Raiders, the Giants and Jets all sold more than 
70,000 tickets per game. Atlanta, Buffalo, Houston, St. Louis and 
Tampa Bay were the only teams to sell an average of less than 
50,000 tickets per game. 

—1985— 


Avg. Diff. Diff. Diff. 
-shows Actual No-shows Total 


Avg. Avg. Avg. 
Actual No-shows Actual No- 


Kansas City.. 
L.A. Raiders 


5 
38,753 


Washington. 53,033 


Linebacker Lawrence Taylor was a big reason why the 
New York Giants led the NFL in defensive sacks ratio. 
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Team Rushing 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Att. Yards Avg. TDs. Att. Yards = Avg. «= Long TDs. 
Chicago 610-2761 45 27 Indianapolis. : 485 2439 5.0 67 22 
Washington... 571 2523 44 20 New England, mene’ 865. 2331 41 65 15 
Atlanta.. 560 2466 4a 14 NY. Jets 564-2312 41 69 18 
N.Y. Giant: 581 2451 42 24 Cleveland. 533 2285 43 61 16 
San Francisco. 477-2232 47 20 LA. Raiders. 532 2262 43 161 18 
Green Bay 470-2208 47 16 Cincinnati. 503 2183 43 39 20 
LA. Rams 503 2057 41 15 541 2177 40 56 14 
St. Loui ww 417 1974 47 14 497-1851 37 42 20 
Dallas. 462 09-1741 38 n i. 444-1729 39-33 19 
New Orleans. 431 1683 39 4 San Diego.. 440 1665 3.8 156 20 
Tampa Bay .. 43401644 38 i Seattle. 462-1644 36 38 9 
Philadelphi 428 1630 38 8 Buffalo 412 ell 39 (U7 13 
Detroit 452-1538 34 B Houston 428-1570 37 43 13 
Minnesota 406 1516 37 19 Kansas City.. 428 1486 35 54 10 
Conference Total. 6802 28424 216 Conference Total... 6834-27545 Baw Wrer ae © 27 
Conference Average. 485.9 20303 15.4 Conference Average .. 4881 19675 4.0 > 16.2 
League Total.. 13636 55969 443 League Average .. 487.0 19989 4.1 15.8 


NFO Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Player—Team Att. 
Hogedoom, Da @ °48 60 15 1 — McKinnon, Chi. FT 
Pridemore, At. 1 48 480 48 0 Prather, GE. 1 
Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Gain, Rams. ll 4 42 9 0 West, GB. 1 
RIGGS, A\ 397 1719 43 50.10 Kane, Det... ll 44 40 7 «0 Banks, Dai 1 
Payton, CI 324 1551 48 140 9 — D.White, Dail 22 44 «20 21 1 — Martin,N 2 
Morris, Gi 294 1336 4.5 to5 21 Harrington, St 7 42 60 22 1 — Merkens, Ni 1 
Dorsett, Dall 305 1307 43 t60 7  — Wattelet, NO. 2 42 210 23 0 _ Peluer, Ball 3 
Wilder, 7.8. 365 1300 36 28 10 — Huckleby, Gi 8 41 51 15 0 Bailey, Atl. 1 
Dickerson, Rams... 292 1234 42 43 12 Jenkins, Wa: 2 39.195 37 0 _ Dils, Rams z 
Rogers, Wash. 231 1093 4.7 35 7 Brock, Rams 20 38 19 13 0 — Donnely,Ati.. 2 
Craig, SF 214 1050 49 t62 9 — Holly, Aul 3 36120 120 1 ~~ ‘Hl 1 
E, Jackson, Phil 382 1028 36 59 5 J.T. Smith, St 3 36 120 30 0 2 
” Witchell, S 183 1006 55 64 7 Jaworski, Phil. W735 21 31 2 1 
Nelson, Minn 200 893 45 37 5 — Lavette,Da 13 34 26 10 0 , 8 
J. Jones, Det * 244 886 36 29 6 — Guman, Rams. 11 32 29 6 0 _ Dickey,GB. 18 
PE | Tyler, SF. 171 867 51 30 6 Schroeder, Was 7 30 18 14 0 
Riggins, Wash, 176 677 38 51 8 — DeBerg, TB 9 28 31 13 0 c 
| PB) w.Wison, no 168 645 38 41 1 — Hebert, NO. 12 2 22 8 0 AF 
Campbell, N.0 158 643 41 45 1 — Rice,S 6 2% 435 1 
very, GB. 132 636 48 34 2 — Fowler, Dal 7 2 36 6 0 Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
Clark, 6B 147 633 «43 80 5 — Ring,S 8 23 29 19 1  ALLEN,Raiders....... 380 1759 46 161 11 
Elis, 6... 104 571 55 139 5 Gaull Chi 5 18 36 11 0 — McNeil, Jets. 294 1331 45 69 3 
Adams, Giants 128 498 39 39 2 Meade, Det... 3 18 60 9 0  C.James,N 263 1227 47 65 5 
{Tp} anderson, St 117 479 41 38 4 — B.Willams, Giants 2 18 90 17 0 Mack, Clev. 222 1104 50 61 7 
Griffin, Was! 102 473 46 166 3 Walker, Wash 3 16 53 9 0 — Warner,Se 291 1094 38 38 8 
(ee) Sunes chi 15 471 41 17 1 Nichols, Det 1 13 150 15 O — Byner,Cleviwwennws 244 1002 41 36 8 
Redden, Rams 87 380 44 41 0 Atkinson, Giants 1 14 140 4 1 Pollard, Pitt 233 991 43 56 3 
(ey) archer Aut 70 347 5.0 129 2 Lofton, 6B. 4 14 35 21 0 — Brooks,c 192 929 48 39 7 
Brown, M 93 336 36 30 7 — Brown,Rams 2 13 65 9 0 Bell Buff 223 883 4.0 (77 8 
Dey white Ram 70 310 44 32 3 Carter, TB. 1 13.130 13 0 — MeMMilan, ind 190 858 45 38 7 
McMahon, Cl 47 252 54 19 3 Everett, Phi 4 13 33 8 ‘0 Abercrombie Pili... 227 851 37 132 7 
Newsome, Dal 88 252 29 15 2 Cooper, SF 2 12 60 14 0 — Wonsley, In 138 716 52 36 6 
Gajan, NO. 50 251 50 26 2  J.Ferguson, 4 12 30 15 1 — Kinnebrew, Cin 170 714 42 29 9 
Montgomery, 75 251 33 22 0 Horan, Phil 1 12 120 12 © — Winder, Den. 199 714 36 42 8 
Young, TB. 40 233 58 20 1 Clark, Wash 2 10 50 7 Q Nathan, Mia 143 667 47 22 5 
Moore, Det. 80 221 28 18 4 — Risher, TB 1 10 10.0 10 0  Colins,N. 163 657 40 28 3 
Had, Phi 67 213 32 12 0 — Bartkowski, 5 9 18 5 0 Heard, K. S164 595 36 33 4 
J Washington, Ail. 52 210 40 14 1  Zom,GB 10-9 09 8 O — Hector, Jets. 145 572 39 22 6 
Ferrell, SUL. 46 208 45 30 2 Brunner, Sil 3 8 27 8 0  James,S.D 105 516 49 156 2 
Cunningham, Pil 29 205 71 37 0 — Ellard, Rams. 3 8 27 16 0 Spencer, SD. 124 478 39 24 10 
Ellerson, 6 32 203 64 137 2 — Wonsley, Wash. 4 8 20 5 0 Rozier, Hou 133 462 35 30 8 
Carpenter, Giants... 60 201 34 46 0  — Wrioht GB. 8 8 10 8 0 — Anderson,Si ne 429 37 27 4 
Galbreath, Giant 29 187 64 18 0 — Peny, Chi 5 7 14 2 2 Cribbs, Buff 122 399 33 16 1 
Gentry, Chi. 30 160 53 21 2 — D.Wison, NO. 1 7 04 17 0 Woolfolk, Hou 103 392 38 43 1 
Montana, S 42 153 36 16 3 Armstrong, T 2 6 30 8 0  Pruitt,Buf-KC.. 112 390 35 54 2 
Simms, Gi 37 132 36 28 0 Green, Wash 1 6 60 6 0 — Moriarty, Hou 106 381 36 18 3 
Lomax, St... 32 125 39 23 0 Jones, Minn 2 8 30 & 0 Davenport, Mia, 98 370 38 33 11 
Thomas, Ci 31 125 40 17 4 Cavanaugh, 5. 4 5 13 13 0 — Hampton, iia 105 369 35 15 3 
Anderson, Minn. 50 121 24 10 4 — Warren, Wash 1 5 50 5 0  Lang,De ad 318 38 26 5 
Hunter, Phil. 27 121 45 t74 1 Fowler, NO. 2 4 20 3 0 Bentley, In 54 288 53 126 2 
Thelsmann, Wash. 25 125 46 25 2 Love, StL. 1 4 40 4 0  SewelDen..... 81 275 34 16 4 
Austin, A 20 110 55 17 9 Solomon, SF. 2 4 20 6 0 — Hawkins, Raider 84 269 32 121 4 
Rice, Min 31 104 34 15 3 — Goodlow.N. 1 3 30 3 0 — Gilling 45 262 58 67 2 
Sanders, Chi... 25 104 42 28 1 Olver, Phi 1 3 30 3 0 Bennett, Mia. 54 250 47 17 0 
Epps, 6.8. 3 103 206 34 1 — Tomczak, Chi 2 3 15 3 0 — Etway,Ben, 51 253 50 22 0 
Harmon, S.F. 28 92 33 17 0 — Whisenhunt, Atl 1 3 30 3 0  Wilhite, Den. 6 237 36 14 3 
tipple, Det. 32 89 28 26 2 Green, StL 1 2 20 2 0 — Morris, Sea. 55 236 43 21 0 
Faller, Chi 24 77 32 13 5 Add. Jones, Det. 1 2 20 2 0 — Mathison, Bul 27 231 86 22 1 
Carthon, 27 70 26 12 0 Lewis, Mi 1 2 20 2 0 McGee, Sc. 42 181 43 44 3 
Anthony, N 17 65 38 13 0 — Rouson Giants. 1 1 TO 1 0 Weathers, NE 41 174 42 t42 1 
Wolfley, St 24 64 27 11 0 Black, bet. 1 0 00 0 0 — Pagel,In 25 160 64 29 2 
Kramer, 27° 54 20 11 0 Goleman, Ni 2 0 00 0 0 Paige, Jets. 55 158 29 30 8 
Springs, TB, 16 54 34 11 0 J. dones,Dall T 0 00 0 0 Alexander, Cin. 44 156 35 18 2 
Monk, Was 7 31 73 16 0 Kemp, Rams 5 0 00 3 0 — Tatupu,NI 47 152 32 11 2 
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Football Register 

Evaluate each active NFL player 
with complete individual offensive 
and defensive stats, injury records, 
draft and free agency background, 
personal data including college and 
high school, and more. 

Evaluate coaches, too. Check the 
performance records of each NFL 
head coach (and his stats as a player, 
as well). 

Plus . . . get individual champion- 
ship game and Pro Bow! data, All- 
Star selection, stats and information 
on recently retired players and 
coaches, and all transactions during 
the past year involving veterans. 480 
pages of individual info, just $9.95* 


Pro Football Guide 

Analyze team and individual NFL 
performances in 1985 with complete 
stats in every category and detailed 
weekly summaries of the entire sea- 
son, opening day to Super Bowl. Get 
complete team rosters, including 
rookies and draft choices, coaching 
staffs, trades, attendance, schedules 
(including national TV), records . . . 
even #1 draft choices since 1936. 

You'll find all-time pro records, 
team year-by ar standings, and all- 
time series records, too . . . plus the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame Roster, and 
the step-by-step tie breaking proce- 
dure used to determine champion- 
ships. 400 pages of performance in- 
formation, just $9.95* 


The Sporting News 


1986 
Super Bowl Book 


Review every Super Bowl, I through 
XX, every NFL, AFL, NFC and AFC 
championship game since 1933. 

Follow the greats of yesterday and 
today with complete stats and sum- 
maries of each game. Find complete 
Super Bowl records and a service ros- 
ter of every Super Bowl player. 352 
pages of championship data, just 
$9.95* 


your NFL insight 


Get the most complete and current reference books on NFL. 
players, coaches and teams—1986 Football Register, 1986 Pro 
Football Guide and 1986 Super Bowl Book. 


Rely on the same source books used by coaches, players, 
writers and broadcasters. All 3 books provide the most 
complete source of Pro Football data available. 


So add to your insight and knowledge of the NFL—order 
your 1986 Register, Guide and Super Bowl books, now. 


Guarantee: If you're not pleased with your books, just 
return them within 15 days for a full refund. 


*Order all 3 and SAVE. Get the complete source of Pro 
Football data by ordering all 3 books for just $26.95. Ship- 
ments begin July 15, 1986. 

Also available at your local bookstore. 
; 
The Sporting News 


P.O. Box 44, St. Louis, MO 63166 


Order Form — To: The Sporting News [ 
1986 Football Books P.O. Box 44, St. Louis, MO 63166 
Qty. YES, send me: Totals 

—— set(s) of the complete source of Pro Football data 
{all 3 books) @ $26.95 s 
—— copy(ies) of the 1986 Football Register @ $995 § 
—— copy(ies) of the 1986 Pro Football Guide @ $9.95 § 
—— copy(ies) of the 1986 Super Bowl Book @ $9.95 § 
Amount of order $ 

§__2.00 

Total amount of my order $ 


Method of Payme: 
Check or money order enclosed. © Bill me later. 
O Bill my QVISA CO MasterCard. Exp. Date 


Account # 

Signature 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


r 
I 
I 
| 
\ 
i 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
1 Add for shipping & handling 
1 
1 
I 
I 
i 
! 
| 
| 
I 
| 
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RUSHING—Continued Team Passing 


Player—Team Att. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
Horton, K. - 48 146 3.0 119 
Moon, Hou. 39 130 33 17 
Brown, Cin. 14 129 92 35 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Hughes, Sea 40 128 9 Tkd- Avg. 
Danielson, Clev. 25 126 28 Gross Yds. Net Yds. Yds. Had 
Krieg, Sea. 35 121 D Auts. Com, Yards Lost Yards AUC Com. TDs. Lng. Int. 
Smith, KC. 30 118 27 Dallas 587 344 4236 44-375 3861 7.22 «1231 27 158 25 
Bligen, Jet: 22 «#107 128 ‘San Francisco 550 331 3987 42—299 3688 «97.25 1205 28 73 14 
Wilson, Raiders 34 98 oe Minnesota 576 311 3931 45-296 3635 682 1264 22 157 29 
Blackledge, K.C. mw 7 25 Philadelphia 567 290 4036 55450 3586 712 1392 19 199 28 
Edwards, Ho 2 9% 19 NY. Giants 497 275 3829 52-396 © -3433.«- 7.70 13:92 22 +70 20 
95 7 Green Bay 513 267 3552 50-389 «3163. -«6.92 13.30 21 63 27 
3192 19 Tampa Bay 508 269 3423 40-301 «3122: «674 «1272 22 59 2% 
23 83 9 St. Louis 534 296 3581 65-469 3112 671 1210 19 47 18 
15 80 25 Chicago 432 237 3303 43-227 © 3076 «7.65 1394 17 t70 le 
33° «79 30 Detroit 462 254 3316 53-378 © 2938.«-7.18 «13.06 19 56 21 


3243 52-428 «=: 2815 «6.33 1158 13 55 21 
3257 58-461 279 «6.41 1253 20 t76 23 
3025 69-531 2494 655 11.91 13 162 20 
2872 57-409 2463«7.:13 «1227 «16 164 14 


Washington 512 280 
New Orleans 508 260 
Atlanta 462 254 
LA. Rams 403 234 


Carter, Mia 

Woodley, Pit 
Eason, NE. 
Erenberg, Pitt. 


King, Raiders le 67 19 Conf. Total All 3902 . 49591 725-5409 44182 199 302 
O'Brien, Jets 25 58 22 Conf. Average 507.9 278.7 3542.2 51.8—3864 3155.9 216 
Spencer, Pit B56 il 

Adams, 5. Ye 49 14 

Johnson, Cin. 8 P45 AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Williams, Dall-Sea... 14 42 9 

Barber, Jets 9 41 10 The 

Dickey, In un 40 n Pet. Gross Yds. Net Yds. Had 
Schonert, 8 39 Vv Atts. Com. Com. Yards Lost Yards Com. TDs. Lng. Int. 
steak Sl Le Be ea San Diego 632 386 611 5175 39-305 4870 13.41 37 75 30 
Na tohgsoni Des 30 t26 4 Mia 576 343 595 4278 19-164 4114 1247 31 73 21 
Ds Jensen, Raider 1 3% 8 Cincinnati 518 302 583 4082 41-365 3717 1352 31 71 13 


Middleton, Ind. Denver 617 329 533 3952 38-307 3645 


g 
POVVLUAWALWUYEVALU AUN UW O Win b pW bibs 


RE OUWo WOH NEOWINGODDOTSUHLUNONNEERWOOLWM VE OOUON 
be 
Gi 


Koreas autee 3 NY. Jets 497 303 61.0 3983 62-399 3584 1315 25 1% 8 
‘lleth Cle, Souees Ee Kansas City 511 267 523 3726 43-335 3391 1396 23 184 23 
Lane,3e3 eh vA Seattle 575 304 529 3820 53-457 3363 1257 28 54 23 
GtocaiieN ee er 22 Pittsburgh 512 254 496 3397 33-224 ©3173 1337 23 69 27 


Campbell, 
Fryar, NE. 
Carson, K.« 
Martin, In 
Minter, Jets 
Moore, Buff. 


New England 457 255 558 3483 39-315 3168 
LA. Raiders 506 269 53.2 3481 43-335 3146 
Houston 512 277 541 3523 58-441 3082 
Buffalo 517 263 509 3331 42-347 2984 
Cleveland 414 222 536 2885 36-249 2636 
Indianapolis 468 235 50.2 2811 35-244 2567 
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1985 NFL STATISTICS 
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18 4 League Ava. 515.1 282.5 54.8 3625.6 46.6—353.4 3272.2 
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2: 
1: 
9 3 
7 3: 
3) Es 
1 3 
8 i 
5 1 
ee nS BRE cams Conf. Total 7312 4009... 51927 5814487 47440 nn 320 196 300 
Patios, Sea: 8 19 24 6 Gonf. Average 522.3 286.4 54.8 3709.1 415-3205 33886 1295 229... 214 
Capers, Ind. 3 18 60 t20 as _ 598 602 
Cie ears: Pea aee League Total 144237911 191518 1306—98% 91622 93 B21 
Mors Fis Sata ears Leader based on net yards 
Tasker, Hou 2 16 80 13 
Ferragamo, Buff 8 5 P19) Fs. 
Paige, K.C. 1 15 150 15 
Hester, Raiders . 1 13 130 13 
Schlichter, Ind. 2 13 65 9 
Plunkett, Raider: 5 12.24) 7 
Poole, De 4 12 30 6 
Soh Jet 1 22120 12 
Hi Moorea { Hae uv 
loore, x 2 
W Pet. Avg. Pet. Pet. Rating 
aie ae ao een Player—Team Att. Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TD TD Lg. Int, Int. Pls. 
Chandler, S.D. 7 9 90 9 MONTANA, 494 303 613 3653 7.39 27 55 73 13 26 93 
Davis, Cle. 4 enous McMahon, Ci 313 178 569 2392 764 15 48 170 11 35 826 
Hilger, Rai 3 8 27 4 Brock, Rams 365 218 59.7 2658 7.28 16 44 to4 13 36 82.0 
Kubiak, Den. Se uieo! 1a D. White, Dali. 450 267 593 3157 702 21 47 156 17 38 806 
Franklin, Sea, a. Usyysar i Lomax, StL. 471 265 563 3214 682 18 38 47 12 25 795 
Hardy, Sea. 5 $5) Sgr a Simms, Giants 495 275 556 3829 7.74 22 44 t70 20 40 786 
Toon, Jets. 7 5030! 05 Hippie, Det. 406 223 549 2952 727 17 42 56 18 44 736 
Gilbert, Sea 7 4 06 8 DeBera, T.B. 370 197 532 2488 672 19 51 57 18 49 713 
Collinsworth, Gin, 1 3 30 3 Dickey, G. 314 172 548 2206 7.03 15 48 63 17 54 704 
Moroski, Hot 2 2 10 2 Jaworski, P 484 255 527 3450 713 17 35 199 20 41 702 
Kenney, K.C. a0 ete aa 5: Kramer, Mi 506 277 547 3522 696 19 38 157 26 51 678 
Strachan, Raiders. 3 61 (Os a D. Wilson, N. 293 145 495 1843 629 11 38 50 15 51 607 
Anderson, Cin. 5 06 00 (0 Theismann, W: 301 lo7 555 1774 589 8 27 55 16 53 596 
Baab, Clev. 1 0 00 0 Archer, Atl. 312 161 516 1992 638 7 22 62 17 54 565 
eee tS 
uy, Raiders x 
rr Bo Hal a 0 og 9 AFC INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIERS 
ojsiejenko, S. . 
Morgan, N.E. 1 0 00 0 Pct. Avg. Pet. Pct. Rating 
Norman, De 1 0 00 0 Player—Team Att. Cmp. Cmp. Yds. Gain TD TD Lg. Int. Int. Pts. 
B. Smith, Buff, ES aa O'BRIEN, Jets 297 609 3888 7.97 25 51 19% 8 16 62 
oo eee Bete ig BS RES ee Be 
1D a = She ‘outs, . 4 t 4. ‘ 
Reed, Buff. 3 —=1—03 n4 Marino, Mia. 336 593 4137 730 30 53 73 21 37 841 
Putzer ea. 1 —2-20 —2 Kenney, K.C. 181 536 2536 750 17 50 184 9 27 836 
Mclnaly Co Lae aoe 2 Krieg, Sec 285 536 3002 677 27 51 54 20 38 762 
rewrey, Hou.. BSA 20S Malone, Pi 117 50.2 1428 613 13 56 145 97 3.0 755 
lane e a4 ae =F Elway, Den. 327 54.0 goat gen 3.6 v65 2 38 70.2 
y $a? osar, Clev.. 124 50.0 1578 6: 8 32 +6 8 69.3 
Strock, Mi 2 —6—30 —3 ‘Moon, Hou. 200 531 2709 7:19 15 40 t80 19 50 685 
Hefrotann, 18 —8—-04 Eason, NE. 168 56.2 2156 721 11 37 190 17 57 675 
Kosar, Clev, 26 —12—05 10 Pagel, Ind. 199 506 2414 614 14 36 180 15 38 658 
Marino, Mia. 26 —24—-09 6 ‘Wilson, Raider: 193 497 2608 672 16 41 59 21 54 627 
t—Touchdown Mathison, Buf 113 496 1635 717 4 18 0 14 61 535 
Leader based on most yards gained Ferragamo, Bui 149 519 1677 584 5 17 48 17 59 508 
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FANTASY 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS 


FOOTBALL COMMISSIONER SERVICES NOW AVAILABLE 


ELIMINATE: 


@ LACK OF WEEKLY RESULTS @ LEAGUE HASSLES 
@® ARGUMENTS & CONFUSION ® MISCOMMUNICATION 


LESS THAN $1.25 PER WEEK 


FOOTBALL COMMISSIONER SERVICES 


WILL PROVIDE PROMPT, RELIABLE 
RESULTS FROM A COMPLETELY 
NEUTRAL COMMISSIONER 
MAILED DIRECTLY TO ALL TEAM 
OWNERS EACH WEEK, THROUGH- 
OUT THE ENTIRE SIXTEEN WEEKS 
NFL SEASON. POST SEASON PLAY- 


OFF PARTICIPATION. 


Da, 
| 
Y'S Goons 1 Wins 
Vie's goes 186 is 
Lowe kings 207 7 wy TEAM 
fine, HigH POINT =? Ste FCS DRAFT PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
fia WINS Se ae THREE OPTIONAL RULES PACKAGES, 
sess 
he rg ae eanacs THREE SCORING METHODS, COM- 
Corrs 18 7 7 3 PLETE PLAYER ROSTERS, ALL 
Pia pOLs 1 Zz ; 
RS ! 
ae Om ee tit! NECESSARY FCS FORMS AND MORE! 
ie Bed iy oe TUT 
sine G04 ip ekeron fGen 
erg? ® Si STARTING LINE-UPS 2 ja eS) 
cargt 8 10 Meigs OS gk Fant ES 
pret) 8 ge | een” 8 BE ie Ske = —) Af) 
eam oy ro pamsey 025 Clayion 
team #1 aded pa ae! 4 OM Que 
or feed reel! TRape || © St, S S 
mc EG MISTORY 822 F351 ta 7 
is sat ae aed tere Newsong F 
be traded N29 1 Page tee 
OT fF Ace ——— Le = 


1) Sarees eas peas am cemteammraseieen yo TO, 
FOOTBALL COMMISSIONER SERVICES 


‘owner. (G-team minimum-16 team maximum). Send FCS Oraft Package for 
P.O. BOX 1358, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55440 


team owner below. 
[7 Sian our league up now forthe fist 8 weeks of NFL season. Enclosed is our payment of $12.95 

er team owner (6 team minimum-16 team maximum). Send FCS Draft Package for 
teams to team owner below. 
[7 | would keto know more about FOOTBALL COMMISSIONER SERVICES. Pease sendmeaDaft 1 

Package for teams. (6-16 teams). Enclosed is $9.95. (See ad for package contents). me 

CO visa Oi Mastercard ©) Personal Check 
Address. 
City. State. Zip. 


Date Expires 


Card No. 
Signature 
The Sporting News 1986 Pro Football Yearbook 
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Individual Pass Receiving 


NFC Piayer—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. a it 
207 148 t37 2 Watson, Den.. 915 15.0 

157 112 23 0 Lipps, Pitt. . 59 1134 19.2 st 2 

a hsp ata No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 123 88 42 0 Joiner, S.D. 59 932 158 139 7 

1G, S.f 92 1016 110 73 6 1% #4151 t51 1 58 576 9.9 49 1 

91 1226 135 53 2 182 14.0 2 55 576 10.5 157 5 

74 1113 «150 t53 7 189 «158 24 0 53 942 178 t68 8 

73 1247: «17.1 199 11 157 131 24 0 Collins, N.E. 52 549 106 49 2 

J2~ 926 129° 55. 5S. 186 169 37 O V. Johnson, D: 51 721 141 163 3 

69 1153 167 156 4 165 165 t52 2 N. Moore, Li = 51 701 13.7 169 7 

68 795 117 32 0 12 126 25 1 D. Williams, Ri 48 925 193 55 5 

Cosbie, Dall. 64 793 124 42 6 51 51 9 0 Reed, Buff. 48 637 133 32 4 

Spagnola, PI 64 772 121 35 5 37 37 6 0 Carson, K.C. 47 843 17.9 137 4 

B. Johnson, Atl. 62 830 134 t62 5 119 «13.2 24 0 Warner, Sea. 47 307 «65 127 1 

Renfro, Dall 60 955 159 158 8 9 16 129 32 1 Toon, Jets. 46 662 144 178 3 

Ellard, Rams 54 811 15.0 t64 5 9 61 68 13 1 T. Smith, Hot 46 660 143 33 2 

54 705 131 149 10 8 9 119 30 1 Byner, Clev. 45 460 10.2 31 2 

53 341 64 20 0 8 87 109 22 0 Paige, K.C. 43 943 21.9 84 10 

51 736 144 48 5 8 81 101 22 0 Holohan, S.0. 42 458 109 23 3 

50 693 139 47 5 8 7% 95 15 0 Butler, Buff 41 770 188 t60 2 

50 562 112 t47 4 7 142 203 34 0 Sievers, S.D.. 41 438 10.7 130 6 

, S.J 49 927 189 te 3 i 82 117 28 0 Morgan, N.E.. 39 760 19.5 t50 5 

Manuel, Giants 49 859 175 (51 5 y OE 87 15 0 Fryar, N.E. 39 670 17.2 56 7 

Tilley, St.b. 49 726 148 t46 6 Matthews, Attl.. 2 BF 81 15 1 Sohn, Jets. 39 534 13.7 139 4 

Coffman, G.B. 49 666 136 32 6 Montgomery, Det. 7 55 7.9 28 0 Williams, Hou. 39 444 114 29 1 

Payton, Chi 49 483 99 65 2 Frank, S.F. 7 50 71141 Hardy, Mi 39 409 105 31 4 

Mitchell, St.t.... 47 502 107 46 3 Campbell, N.O. 6 88 147 39 0 Holman, Cin 38 479 126 64 7 

Jones, Min 46 641 13.9 144 4 6 77 128 32 1 McNeil, Jets. 38 427 112 25 2 

Dorsett, Dall. 46 449° «98 156 3 1G dB RB SB) 18 Ramson, Buff. » 37 369 100 43 1 

() Newsome, Dall. 46 361 78 24 1 5 124 248 36 0 Beach, Ind. 36 376 104 30 6 

J, Jones, Det. 45 334 74 36 3 McDonaid, Det. Rams. 5 Bl 162 35 0 Duper, Mia. 35 650 186 t67 3 

| House, T.B. 44 803 183 59 5 Gentry, Chi 5 77 154 30 0 Anderson, S. 35 422 121 152 2 

Epps, G.B. 44 683 155 63 3 Hasselbeck, Giants .. Stl (36236 Tt ‘Willhite, Den. 35 297 85 21 1 

Francis, S. 44 478 109 25 3 5 56 112 18 0 Walker, Jets 34 725 «21.3 196 5 

Carter, Min. 43 821 191 157 8 5 45 90 15 0 Turner, Sea. 34 670 197 5413 

(7) 43 673 157 44 8 5 43 86 ll 0 Erenberg, Pitt 33 326 09.9 35 3 

43 581 135 34 1 5 27 54 8 0 — Hester, Raiders 32 665 208 59 4 

= 43 496 115 27 2 Cain, Rams... 5 24 48 13 0 Brennan Clev 32 487 152 57 0 

[= 43 330 77 17 0 Fowler, Dal. 5 24 48 10 0 — Heard, K. 31 257 83 27 2 

43 301 7.0 125 1 Cooper, SF. 4 4 113 20 0 — Winder, De 31 197 64 24 0 

42 652 155 30 3 ‘Duncan, St. 4 39 98 «14 «1 Wonsley, Ind. 30 257 86 26 0 

41 433 106 29 4 Rogers, Wash. 4 29 73 23 0 Kay, Den 29° 339: «117 #27 3 

40 692 173 54 1 Everett, Phil 4 25 63 11 0 — Mack, Cle. 29 297 102 43 3 

- 40 557 139 40 3 Merkens, N.O. 3 61 203 139 1 C. Young, Se 28 351 125 t32 2 

38 228 60 21 2 — Whisenhunt, Ati 3 48 160 29 0  W. Arnold, K 28 339 121 38 1 

77) 37 511 138 32 4 — Springs,T. 3 44 147 22 0 — D.Ramsey, NE 28 285 102 2 1 

 St.L., 37 355 «496 23 1 Barnwell, Was! 3 28 93 13 0 J. Wright, Den. 28 246 88 30 1 

J, Washington, A\ 37 328 «89 34 1 Gonzalez, Dail. 3 2 93 13 0 Horton, K.C...... 28 «185 66 22 1 

a | Griffin, Wash, 37 «(285 77 28 0 Witte, T.B. 3 2 93 B 0 Bouza, Ind. 27 «#381 #141 40 2 

Nichols, Det. 36 592 164 43 4 Guman, Ram: ao as 77 1 0 C. James, 27 «360 13.3 190 2 

ik Martin, NO. 35 522 149 50 4 Gray, StL 3 22 73 12 0 — Hawkins, Raiders 27 174 «64 20 0 

Moorehead, Chi 35 481 13.7 25 1 — Rubick, Det 2 33 165 18 0 — Sampson, De 26 432 166 46 4 

33 704 «21.3 170 1 K. Baker, Phil. 2 25 125 20 0 Marshall, K.C. 25 446 17.8 50 0 

33 533 162 42 8 Meade, 2 21 105 14 0 — Capers,in 25 438 175 180 4 

33 454 138 162 2 Wolfley, St.L. 2 18 #90 17 0 Winslow, S.D. 25 318 12.7 26 0 

33 295 89 35 1 — Ellerson,GB. 2 15 75 11 0 Boyer, Ind. 25 274 110 33 0 

iT?) 33 267 81 44 0 Ring SF. 2 14 70 8 0 Pollard, Pitt. 24 250 10.4 20 0 

32 603 188 t76 3 Armstrong, T.t 2 4 ae BS. Sewell, Der 24 224 93 154 1 

(ve) 31 555 17.9 48 7 Love, St.L. 2 4 20 3 0 Abercrombie, Pi 24 209 87 27 2 

Adams, Giants. 31 389 125 170 2 — Maness,Ci 1 34 340 34 0 23 180 78 24 2 

Pep) Baler At 30 364 121 31 0 — Austin AU 1 21 210 21 0 22 187 85 t29 1 

Galbreath, Giants 30 327 109 49 1 Mack, St. a 16 160 16 0 227 1S. S27 T 

30 291 97 154 3 McMahon, Ct 1 13° 13.0 13 1 21 #371 «17.7 38 0 

L wl 29 442 152 t43 3 White, Rams 1 12 120 12 0 21 269 128 32 1 

29 271 O.R% S72. D. White, Dal 1 12 120 tl2 1 21 237 «2113 t29 2 

28 405 145 43 1 Cherry, 1 sh illon oOo 19 380 20.0 65 3 

28 354 126 40 3 Sanders, Ct 1 9 90 9 0 19 345 182 t72 2 

28 270 96 24 2 Carrol, Min 1 8 80 8 0 19 306 161 42 4 

28 185 66 36 0 — Haynes, 1 8 80 8B 0 — Waker, Sea. 19 285 150 128 2 

26 288 111 35 3 Lavette, Dal 1 8 80 B O — Hughes,Sea. 19 184 97 26 0 

25 478 191 56 3 Walker, Wash. 1 8 80 8 0 ‘Smith, K.C. 18 157 87 (45 2 

25 422 169 42 3 Hebert, N. 1 7 720 7 1 Cribbs, Buf 18 142 79 23 «0 

25 404 162 48 1 McCall, Det. x 7 70 #7 0 Paige, Jets 18 120 67 19 2 

25 277 Ill 30 2 Anderson, Ci i 6 60 6 0 Hector, Jets 17 164 «#296 28 0 

25 259 104 39 1 Novacek, Si 1 4 40 40 Dawson, N.E. 17 148 «487 26 0 

24 412 #172 48 2 Oliver, 1 4 40 40 Moriarty, How. 17 112 66 16 0 

24 407 170 49 1 Perry, Chi, 1 4 40 41 Cl. Weathers, Cles 16 449 281 172 3 

24 266 111 139 2 Moore, G.t 1 3 30 3 1 Starring, N.E. 16 235 147 40 0 

24 252 105 t55 2 Sweeney, 16 234 146 69 0 

24 206 86 35 0 Ross, Cit 16 135 84 20 2 

im Jones, Dall. 24 179 «75 35 0 AFC Hancock, K.C. 15 286 191 48 2 

‘Anderson, 23 225 98 43 0 Lane, Sea....... 15 153 102 20 0 

Morris, Giants 22 212 #96 17 0 Alexander, Ci 15 110 #73 19 0 

20 162 81 23 0 Piayer—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. ee Martin, Cin. 14 187 134 28 0 

0 154 7.7 16 2 ‘JAMES, S.D. 86 1027 11.9 167 Klever, Jets... 14 183 131 23 2 

20 126 63 33 0 Christensen, 82 987 120 48 é Johnson, Mia. 13° 192 148 t61 3 

19° «154 81 14 1 Woolfolk, Hou. 80 814 102 180 4 Davenport, Mia. 130074 57 tl7 2 

18 316 176 37 0 Largent, Sea. 79 1287 163 43 6 Richardson, But 12 201 168 27 0 

Margerum, Chi, 17° «190 112 20 2 ‘Shuler, Jets 7 79 «116 35 7 Townsell, Jets. 12 187 156 36 0 

Anderson, Min le 175 109 t54 1 Stallworth, Pi 75 937 125 41 5 Jennings, Cin. 12 #101 84 24 3 

Redden, Rams. 16 162 101 32 0 Nathan, Mia. By GbD, 30. 3% Metzelaars, 12 80 67 13 1 

B. Williams, Giants. 15 280 187 45 0 Clayton, Mia. 9% 142 45 4 Bendross, S.D. ll 156 142 154 2 

15 238 15.9 t56 2 Chandler, S. 67 1199 17.9 t75 10 Spencer, S.D. 11 135 123 43 0 

15 208 139 31 2 Allen, Raider: 67 555 83 44 3 Bentley, Ind. ... ls 85 77 16 0 

15 163 109 19 1 Collinsworth, Cin.. 65 1125 173 71 5 Kreider, Cin.. 10 184 184 56 1 

14 237 169 34 0 Hill, How. 1169 183 157 9 Adams, Clev. 32> 13.2, 22. 10 

Brown, Rams .. 14 215 154 143 3 71 115 5 Martin, Ind. 128 128 22 0 
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RECEIVING—Continued 


Player—Team No, 
Harris, Cin, 
Franklin, Sea. 


Williams, 

D. Williams, N.E. 
Rozier, Hou. 
Thompson, Pit 
Hampton, Mia. 
Doornink, Se 


Cunningham, 
Morris, Sea. 


Sherwin, Ind, 
F. Banks, Cl 


Hayes, K.« 
Johnson, S.0. 
McCloskey, Hou... 
Brookins, Buff. 
King, Raider: 
Barber, Jets 
Hawthorne, N. 
Jones, K.C... 
Dickey, In 
Jefferson, Clev. .. 
Smith, Raider: 

Spencer, 
Harris, Mia. 
Dressel, Hou. 
McGee, S. 
Hardy, Se. 
Barber, Rams-Den, 
Akiu, Hou.. 


r 
Norris, Buff. 
Drewrey, Hol 
Tucker, Clev. 
Fontenot, Clev 


Steels, Buff. 
Junin, Raid 


Faulkner, S. 
Langhorne, Clev. 
Vigorito, 
Walls, Hou 
V. Williams, Buff. 
Pagel, Ind, 

Biados, Cin. 
Jensen, Mia. 
Munoz, Ci 


eHoSccoSccoCCCOPoHoScccoccoS CC OH SoH SooHSCCOHHHOCCONCOHSCSOHSCOCCCOHCOHHHOH 


Chicago’s Kevin Butler. 


Avg. Lng. TD, 


Team Scoring 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Tot. Tds. ‘Tas. Tis. Tot. 
Td. R. P. Misc, «XP = XPA FG ~FGA— Saf. Pts. 
Chicago .. bi fay MT 7 Ps STE Pate “art Ret pase! 
BS 720) eae wot 162; Moa) Misi “an By sath 
48 2422)! 4B a! DBL 33D 399) 
AR NEL 2k 5) 34a Phase ETO” pa pl abe 
Minnesota a3 19° 22) ali ras, | BG. BNE: 
LA. Rams. Bor 195) 266" Bh 938) es0N ae 9g) th Sao 
Green Bay . PAO Te DS NSBIE POT PR Deh itn Baar 
33; (05 1G © et.) 4ST) tat Pie) Si) ene ns07 
BS 201, 413% 0, SEI asi fez. 358 An, Soar 
29 4 20 5 2m) Bev, ean). OP habe 
Os) AGT get Or) 304 Peak §F22" Sez Ne OI saan 
30 BS wig? Su Bar) ies 2S ag a es 
30. 404" 8136 1g” Bt Zo ipa “SSI Hon gee 
Shy 9 Tae Sao dt 135.) ASA NS 928.6 Bol #275) 
539. 216 «278 «45° «518537 304.422 104684 

385 154 199 32 37.0 384 217 30.1 0.7 3346 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

Tot. Ts. Tds. Ts, Tot, 
is. R. P. Misc. XP  XPA FG FGA Saf. Pts. 
GON F20" “37? Tesi 263, 8 ise) Sia | {ae iio’) “ser 
53 203 499 53 2H 
Bae dg) Bt 2) bo) tse ean ote Gig maze 
45 38, 725) 2 1a #5] NG) 134 Th 98 
45 20 23 2" GT a 2a By 110) ° 380 
Pittsburgh, 40 14) 323 3) 40 AOR 10) 379 
New England. al 45 20) G40) a) Bd! 30.) e388 
L.A. Raiders 4218, 200 AO! AR PO 3B wT) 1354 
Seattle... 44 9 9528 7) ab) 6a td SBBN at B49. 
i 39) al amy ah) ay Sg) te 2b yi 11820 
Bet Fg ast. 12) ASST Lab eee 227s Om siz, 
Bor N06" 7), 2s) paste base karate agin won pay 
Houston. Bee “MIS* IB) bh 5, 0 deze Urpin ari elon me oaa! 
Buffalo... 23! 013 Coe Ree LE EE Silda MSL BELT 
227, 320. 39 «555 584_ «292, 40474961 

16.2 229 28 396 417 20.9 289 05 3544 
443. 598 84 1073 1121 596 826 «179645, 

158 214 30 383 400 213 295 06 3445 


Total Rush Pass Misc. 
NFC TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. 
KICKERS H 


XP XP FG FG 


Made Att. Made Att. Pts, Mekinnon, Chi 
BUTLER, Chi. 51 31 37 144 Rogers, Wash. 
Andersen, N.0. 27 29 31 35 120 Brown, Rams 
Murray, Det. 31 33 26 31 109 © ©— Coffman, 
Lansford, Ram: 38 39 22 29 104 — Cosble, Dal. 
McFadden, Phil 29 29 25 30 104 — Ellard, Rams 
Luckturst, Atl 29 29 «24 31 101 —_E, Jackson, Phil 
Septien, Dall. 42 43 19 28 99 ‘Nelson, Minn 
Moseley, Wash. 31 33 22 34 «97 Tilley, St.t, 
Igwebuike, T.B. 30 32 22 32 96 — Anderson, Min 
Del Greco, G.B. 38 40 19 26 95 Clark, Wi 
Wersching, 52 53 13 21 91 — Ellis, GB. 
Stenerud, Minn. 41 43 15 26 86 Fuller, Chi 


Schubert, Giants 


Atkinson, Giants-St.l...17 18 10 18 §53 House, T. 
O'Donoghue, SLL. 19 19 10 18 “49 © B. Johnson, 
Bojovic, Stl. ay) (TSS 0 Manuel, Giant: 
Haji-Sheikh, Giants... 5 5 2 5 11 Moore, Det 
Spagnola, PI 
Thompson, Det 


NON-KICKERS, ‘Adams, Giants. 


UUGTSS ona sSAD DAWA SSA UGUAUURUOunamaa eras 

coco sHUSWoconcnHooancoscooouUonoumoccoNcoue 
UUWUOUFSHAASUENWARONUUHOLUCOUNOHEESEUOSAION 
BaesacccnessesosesscaoseussnScsSaaHcaucaase 


Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot, Anderson, St 
TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts. Bavaro, Giant: 
MORRIS, Giants.. 21 0 0 126 _ Didier, Was 
Craig, SF 1 9 6 0 90 — Epps, 6.8. 
Dickerson, Rams. 2 12 0 0 72 Ferrell, St 
119 2 0 66 Hunter, Rams. 
11 0 11 0 66 Wery, 6 
10 7 (3 0 60 Jones, Minn 
10 0 10 0 60 Lofton, 6B. 
10 7 93 0 60 — Martin, N.O. 
10 7 3 0 60 — McMahon, Chi. 
10 10 0 0 60 — Nichols, Det 
10 10 0 0 60 — Rice, Min 
9 6 3 0 54 — Rice, SF. 
8 0 8 0 48 — Thomas, Chi 
8 0 8 0 48 — Brenner, NJ 
8 0 8 0 48 Carter, TB. 
Renfro, Dall. 8 0 8 0 48 Chadwick, De 
Riggins, Wasi 8 8 0 0 48 Duckworth, Ram 
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Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 


TDs. TDs, TDs. TDs. Pts. TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts. 
SCORING—Continued Tiers Sa OU is V. Jotnson, Den. 8 
Jarren, Was! Jones, N. 
Washington, SLL 1 0 0 1 6  kKay,Den. 18 
Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. West, G.B. 1 0 1 0 6 McGee, S. 18 
TDs. TDs. TDs, TDs. Pts. Williamson, 5. 1 0 0 1 6 — Moriarty, Hou. 18 
Francis, SF 18 Wrightman, Chi 1 0 1 0 6 Pollard, Pitt. 18 
Gentry, cl B Young, T.B.. 21 0 0 6 Toon Jets. 18 
ritin, $n RINSE EC 18 
18 AFC Alexander 6 B 
Lewis, Minn. 18 ~ Banks, Clev. 
Magee, TE. 18 KICKERS Bendross, 5. 2 
Montana, S. 18 XP XP FG FG Tot, Bentley, Ind. 2 
Newsome, Dai 18 | Pts, Bouza, fa 12 
verry ci a ANBERSON Pit eae ee 139 tal Ba . B 
i eahy, Jets 5 4 ings 
bona 18 Breech, Ci 50 24 33 120 — Gil Ind a 
Arche, Atl 120 franklin 23 at 34 30 a Grogan, NE ry 
). Bell, T.B. li , KC... 
Brown, Atl. te, 9 Rape Des 238 32 38 UO kever, Jets 2 
Cox, Atl 12 Thomas, S. 1 55 18 28 105 — Pagel Ind ag 
Dennard, G.B. 12 Babir, Raiders. 0 42 20 32 10g — Pruitt, Kc. te 
Ellerson, Gi aa Zendejas, Hou. pol auliel Bri az) eee aS, 
13 Tomson, Se a 8 ie 3 2 E-Smitn ou 2B 
a Babi, Cle... 5 38 1d, 1877 atunu, NE. 12 
lardy, N.O. 12 Norwood, 23, 25.13 17 62) [avers ae 
Hip, Det, 32 Benirschke, 51 Be on) a Sea ae 
i ©. Young, Sea. 12 
Margera Ch % NON—KICKERS Aizado, Raters. 18 
Monk, Wash. 12 Total Rush Pass Misc, Tot, Kreider, Cin #7 
Suhey, Chi 12 TDs. TDs. TDs. TDs. Pts, — Adams,S. 
Theismann, 12 LIPPS, Pi 15.2) 12 90 Akiu, Hou. 
Tice, N.O. 12 Allen, Raiders. 14) 84 W. Arnold, K.C. 
Warren, N. 12 Davenport, Mia. IBie TY) 72 78 Baldwin, Jets .. 
Washington, Ati 12 Turner, S B 3 73 Bennett, Mi 
. White, Dall. 12 Brooks, Ci 12 5 72 Bligen, Jets 
on, S. 12 Byner, Clev.... 10 2 60 Brennan, Cle 
Wilson, Cl $8 Chandler, S. 10 10 60; ‘Brown,-Sea: 
Armstrong, T. Fryar, Ni 10 60 Brudzinski, 
Austin, Al Kinnebrew, Cin... 10 60 Cherry, K.C 
‘Browner, Minn, Mack, Clev. 10 60 Clayborn, NJ 
Campbell, N.O. Paige, K. 10 1 60 Cribbs, Buff. 
Cornwell, Dall Paige, Jets. 10 60 Dale, S.D. 


60 Dressel, Hou. 
54 Eason, NE. 
3a «Edwards, Hou. 
3q —_Esiason, Cin. 
34 ‘Ferragamo, Buff. 


Del Rio, N.O. 
Dent, Ci 

Dickey, G. 
Douglass, 6. 
Duncan, St.t 


Spencer, S.D. 
Abercrombie, Pitt. 
Bell, Buff. 
Hill, Ho 
Warner, Sea. 


Edwards, P Brown, Ci 43 Glenn, Jets.. 
Ekern, Ram James, S. 48 Greene, Sea. 
J. Ferguson, Det Rozier, Hou. 43 Griffin Ci 
Frank, S.J Winder, De 4g Gross, Clev. 
Frazier, Ci Anderson, S. 42 Harden, Den. 
Galbreath Holman, Cin 42 Harris, Ci 
Gann, Atl C. James, N. 42 Hawthorne, N. 
Green, Rat Joiner, 5. 42 Hayes, K.C. 
Harrington, St Lang, Dei 42 ‘Hayes, Raider: 
Hasselbeck, Giants McMilan, 42. Heflin, Mi 
Hebert, NO N. Moore, Mi 42 Hendy, S.D. 
D. Hill, Rams. Shuler, Jets 42 ‘Holt, Clev. 
Hoage, N. = Largent, Sea.. #37 Jackson, 
Hogeboom, Dail. Beach, Ind. 360 Jensen, Mi 
Holly, Atl Christensen, Raiders 3¢ Johnson, S, 
Hopkins, Phi Heard, K. 36 Judson, Mi 


” 
= 
j= 
by 
= 
rE 
y 
mall 
i 
= 
nd 
a 
ce) 
- 


Irvin, Rams Hector, Jets. Junkin, Raider: 
K. Jackson, Phil. Nathan, Mia, 36 Kenney, K.C. 
Jeffcoat, Dall Sievers, SD. 36 Kofler, Ind. 
Johnson, Ram: Wonsley, Ind. 36 Kosar, Clev. 


Krieg, Se: 

Be Lewis Ki 
30 ‘Malone, Pit 
30 Martin, Ind. 


T. Lewis, G. 
Little, Phi 
Lockhart, Dail 
Mandley, Det. 


Walker, Jets 
Capers, Ind. 
Collins, N. 
Collinsworth, 


paver eye yareverajererarerayererarerayavererarerererarayevara ya] areretaTatevarayetavara)syaret aT ate late tete rat eele tel tetera lt telele tT eect rere rr) 
COC SC OH COCO COCO OHH OOOOH OH CH HH HO DO OOD O CC OOC COO OOH HHH OOH OOOO SH COO CHOC ONNONSOONNCONONDDONSONSGCOUUWOSS 
HOCH HHO COM HH OOH HOC HOCH SCC OC COO OH OPH OHOR OHHH OOOH OOOO CHOC COCO OOOH OH COOH ONSCOONNNCONNCOONNNONNSLNYUSCOUNY 


OHH OHO OCH HOC OHH OCC O OH HO SH OH OOOO OH OOH OH OH COOH HHOH COCO CHOPHHHHOOHOHOSCHOCONO SO OOS COONCOSCeSSOoHCOSSOHO! 


DOORARTASSTE TSAO ASTOR AAA ATA AAA AAO AAA DASHA AAA GANGA A AGA ROD N ED OOO A OOO 


Marsh, St.L Hester, Raiders 30 Mathison, Buf 
Martin, Giants MeNei, Jet 30 McCloskey, Hou. 
Matthews, At Morgan, N. 30 ‘Merriman, Sea... 
McColl, S.F. Newsome, Cie 30 Merriweather, Pitt. 
McConkey, Reed, Buff. 30 —Metzelaars, Buff. 
Mclntyre, S.F. Sewell, Den. 30 ‘Middleton, ind, 
Merkens, Nv. Stallworth, 30 Moore, Butt. 
Monroe, 5.1 Watson, Den. 30 ©. Ramsey, N. 
Moore, 6.B. D. Williams, Ri 39 Ramson, Buff. 
Moorehead, Chi. Woolfolk, Hou. 30 © Rembert, N. 
Muhammad, Wa: Carson, K.C 24 Seale, Raiders 
Mularkey, Minn, Clayton, 24 Skansi, Sea. 
Murphy, 6.B. Hardy, Mia. 34 Smith, Raider: 
Patterson, Giants. Hawkins, Raider: 34 Thompson, Pitt. 
Penn, Dall Horton, K.C. 24 Tippett, N 

Poe, N.0. Jennings, Cin. 24 ‘Toran, Rai 

Rade, At Rose, Mia 34 Weathers, N 
Richardson, Cl Sampson, Den. 24 Wiliams, Hot 
Ring, SF. Sohn, Jets.. 34 Wiliams, Ind. 
Rivera, Chi. Wilhite, Den. 24D. Wilson, Buff. 
Sanders, Chi Duper, Wi ig J. Wright, Den. 
Scott, Dall. Erenberg, Pit ig _L, Wright, Den 
JT. Smith, St. Hampton, Mia, 3g Young, Ind. 
Solomon, S.F-.. Holohan, S.D. 18 Young, Clev. 
Teal, Minn. B. Johnson, Den. 18 #Scored extra point 


PEE HH EHH HEHE EE EE EE EH EEE EE EEE EH ERR RRNA ANANNNANNNYUUWLLWWWUWW 


eoeeoHoHccop Dec COO SCC CSCO DCO C CC COC CCH HOSS OH COBO OHO OS OH OOOH SCO OHH OONHOONENOSONNCOOCONSHUNNUSSOWONS 
COMM SCO COCO OOM HB HOM CHOH OH OCC COOH SCC COME HOC OH OHO OOH COO CHOC OHONHHONGENNOFONNEHOONNNNGNNGHHOWULOWOW 
PHOCHOHOMHE HH HOS OOH OH OH OH OHH HHH HOHH OOH OOOOH HOH CoMHOHoHHOSHHOHoCeN OCC COO S SOSH OSS C COSC CCDOSCSSSOHS 


COCUSOWOOOHW BOC OHOCO BHOOUHOUHO ROUT SOOO CONUOUC ROONOMOBISMONCHORIC 
eoccococcesooococosco Se occoeeco oes oooCCoc coor ooo eso eSSSCoONSCCCCON 
ye 
rs 


BODOG OAA ORDA AAA O DAA NADA A AGA AA NGO AA KA ASG A AANA NOONE GRA K DDT 
WO WOWUH AS SUHOR SS SUUUHSUUN BUN SUOSHONDTOITONININOOOOHOHNONSLHA 


WOWUWUS SSSA S SEE BUDUBUUUUUUEEUUEE ROSE OSI 0H 0000.0! 


Thurman, Dall Johnson, Mi 18  §Scored touchdown 
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Team Punting 


Individual 


Punt Returns NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Total Opp. Ret. = In._—Net 
Punts Yards Long Avg. TB. Bik. Ret. © Yds. «20S Avg. 


Masala => EGE ae rere au ee 
— linnesota .. 428 4 36 2 
PY eT ge MEAS 88 376167 6 1b 43) 297 932» 380 
ihatnce 3 8b New Orleans. 89 3763-58 6 0 45 397 14 365 
Manaley, Gets, 2 Aes ne (Atiaata. 89375768 7 0 52 417 20 360 
Sekine. W. Gs oa 8 73 3054 60 5 0 44 420 17 347 
Cooper’ Phi 85 56 OO 69 287069 144 «12 «23203, sB 346 
McConkey, Giants... 53 18 442 83 37 0 NG Fe Ge 10; 90 <4L 462, 20) | 342 
Taylor, Chi 25 8 198 79 21 0 343957 AY 2) AA 286201) 9388, 
Bates, Dall 22 6 152 69 21 0 79-3233) 61 6 2 47 519 12 328 
McLemore, SF... 38 14 258 68 22 0 oe ee rT He Gry Per Pee a ee 
ae ane ot Ge hey 8 32626 8 0 4% 41 10 328 
: 87 «3422.57 9 1 33 294 30 339 

AFC Conference Total... 1138 47195. 75 124. 8 566 5022. 263 
Conf. Average nn. 81.3 3371.2 89 06 404 3587 188 34.9 

Player—Team No. FC Yds. Avg. Lng. Td. 
(pyaRy epi ouaeu stra Pes 1 AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Walker Raldersoon. 62 & 692 112 32 0 mal sae 
in, 4 7 443 111 ¢ ‘s 

Senna Seq" 3) 308 TOT “32 O Punis Yards Long TB. Bik, Ret. Yds, «20g, 
Drewrey, Hou... 2410 215 9:0 23 0 _ Indianapol 80 358468 14 43 572 «12342 
Vigorito, Mia 22°5 197 90 21 0 Miami... 59 2576 63 8 2 37119347 

Lane, K.C. [43 7 381 89 57 0 New Engiand 92 395375 B 56 59816 

V. Johnson, Den...... 30 6 260 87 38 0  — SanDiego.. 68 2881 «67 9 3627415 

James, 8.0. [25 8 213 85 24 0 Houston: 84 349065 8 45 34523 

Martin, Cin 32 8 268 84 26 0 Buffalo. 92 381867 4 49 43833 

Cl. Weathers, Ciev.. 28 4 218 7.8 16 0 — LA.Raiders... 89 3627 68 2 2 159-32 


Cincinnati 63 256364 554-10 


@ HROONOHOCOCOONS 
8 


Seattle.. 91 3667 G1 il 473745 

Kansas City. 95 382762 ll 48 530015 

Cleveland... 326164 8 36-304 1B 

wee $i we 

Individual 3088 «59 7 43° 380 «17 
Kickoff Returns ais “asae 7 4 0.6 "hbo 73989 789 34.1 

e . 2279 94272, 75 256 16 1138 10565 527 

81.4 3366.9 91 06 406 377.3 188 


“” 
o 
fe 
% 
fe 
fa 
7) 
real 
ba 
z 
w) 
c+) 
Co) 
See 


Player—Team No Yds. Avg. ng. TD 
BROWN, Rams 918 328 198 3 
Gault, Chi. 262 199 1 
Monroe, S. 256 195 1 
Rhymes, Min 254 88 0 
denkins, Was! 248 95 0 
all, Det 7 
Freeman, 1 326 38 0 NEC 
unter, Ph 218 51 0 
i Net Total Opp. Ret. In Net 
ri Ni 307 ‘3. 3 Player—Team Punts Yards Long Avg. Punts TB. Blk. Ret. Yds. 20 Avg. 
Talis, NC 20.4 62 0 DONNELLY, AU .- 59 2574 68 436 59 5 0 33 260 18 375 
Harmon, S 203 37 0 Hatcher, Rams. 87 3761 67 432 88 6 1 43 297 32 380 
Lavette, Dali 301 34 0 _ Landeta, Giants 81 3472 68 429 81 14 0 29 247 20 364 
Duncan, SUL 196 34 0 Goleman, Minn, 67 2867 62 428 67 4 0 36 328 12 367 
Ellerson, G. 180 32 0 — Hansen, NO. 89 3763 58 423 89 6 0 45 397 14 365 
Mitchell, Si 182 35 0 Buford, Chi 68 2870 69 422 69 14 1 23 203 18 346 
Gentry, Chi 259 194 1 — Garcia, T.B. 7 3233 61 420 79 6 2 47 519 12 328 
White, Ram: 176 32 0 Saxon, Dall 81 33% 57 419 82 10 1 44 286 20 355 
Martin, N.O. 256 69 0 Black, Det.. 73 3054 60 418 73 5 0 44 420 17 347 
Cox, Wash, 52 2175 57 418 52 13 0 22 228 14 324 
Birdsong, S 8 3545 67 417 87 8 2 51 456 20 337 
AFC Horan, Phil 91 3777 «75 «4415 «91 «10 0 41 462 20 342 
Runager, S. 8 3422 57 398 87 9 1 33 294 30 339 
Prokop, G. 56 2210 66 395 56 6 0 30 265 9 326 
Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
YOUNG, Clev. 35 898 257 63 0 
Bentley, Ind. 27 674 25.0 48 0 AFC 
Wohnen 50 740 bay 39 0 
oeer De f oF Net Total Opp. Ret. In Net 
Martin aa eeh Sarwar Player—Team Punts Yards Long Avg. Punts TB. Bik, Ret. Yds. 20 Avg. 
ieemto, Mis ar nbsp Soe an 8 STARK, fod. um 78 3584 68 459 80 14 2 43 572 12 342 
Wake hatter Be eee Bee ee gy. Roby; Mia 59 2576 63 437 59 8 0 27 371 19 347 
Toneee Teh 2 2 8 Camarito, Wi 92 3953 75 430 92 13 0 56 598 16 336 
Ones are 28 tee StS 38 8 Moisiejenio, 5.0. 68 2881 67 424 68 9 0 36 274 15 357 
Stare NE SAG Sha Gee, Melnaly, Ci 57 2410 64 423 58 7 1 41 535 8 29.9 
Erenbery Pit ae BEG 32 8b Johnson, Hou 346465 417 «83 B05 34522357 
Beene Ee oF gee, RETR eh on. | KMALEECR, 3818 67 «4415 92 4 0 49 438 33 359 
Beane ane tse Be eee sao Be) Arnold, 3827 62 «412: «95 «ls 2 48530 1532.4 
eerste Bi Pebetoe ese p oy) Norman D 3764 61 4409 94 «12 2 38 325 16 340 
Persie 33 G8 132 38 8 Guy, Raiders. 3627 68 «49408 89 12 0 2 159 32 363 
SS cea 33 Sea tee wea G,. _ Finzery Sea. 2766 61 407 68 6 0 38 295 12 346 
epee ea oth: 39 388 18S 3c 9 Gossett, Clev. 3261 64 403 81 8 0 36 304 18 345 
peas seas Te. Aah ae SIG)  <clennings, Set 2978 66 402 74 8 0 36 319 23 338 
denen Ty 3e3 Bea 22 9 Newsome, Pit. 3088 59 396 79 #7 1 43 380 17 325 
0 


Lang, Den... 361 212 33 Leader based on gross average, minimum 40 punts 
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Team Interceptions 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
No. Yards Avg, Long TDs. No. Yards Avg. Lon : 
Chicago 34 $12 151 90) 4 Kansas City 27 ae OS ap 
Dallas 33 263 80865 4 San Diego. 26 461 77 t75 2 
LA. Rams 29 359 «12448 4 Denver 24 290 «121 142 1 
NY. Giants... 24 339 «141156 2 Seattle... 24 372 «13, 3 
Washington 23 220 (96 © 36 0 New England. 23 427 186 83 1 
Minnesota . 22 283 «12963 1 i 23 265 «15 tél 1 
AUlanta.. 22 2a7, 2a. 1 22 27 5B O24 1 
New Orlean: a1 31214953 2 Buffalo 20 225 1130 4 0 
San Francisco. ig 310 17.282 1 Pittsburg 20 211106 = 135 1 
Tampa Bay 18 146 8125. 0 Cincinnati. 19 283149157 2 
Detroit .. 18 1360«76 22 0 Cleveland, 18 254 141 a0 1 
Philadelpl 18 125 69 8-26 2 LA, Raiders. W 235 «(138 176 3 
Green Bay. 15 262175180 2 Indianapolis 16 7% 947 29 0 
SU. Lotiisnscn BB 240 «185 67 1 Houston... 15 144985 0 
Conference Total 308-3754 90 24 Conference Total 294-3567 a 183 wv 
Conference Average 220 268.1 12: - 7 Conference Average 210 2548 «12i 12 
League Total... 6027322 nn 90. 41 League Average 215 © 261.5 122 15 


(S) Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng, TD. Player—Team No, Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. 
NFC MecNorton, Det.wnee 2 14 7.0 10 0 Haynes, Raiders 4 8 20 8 O 
= Cooper, Phi 2 13 65 13 0 B, Jackson, Jets... 4 8 20 8 0 
Player—Team No. Yds. Avg. Lng. TD. Det Rio, N. 2 13 65 11 0 Lippett, Ni 3 93 310 58 0 
WALLS, Dall. . 9 31 34 19° 0 Dent, Chi 2 10 50 9 1 — Bixon,¢iev. 3 65 217 37 0 
Castille, T.B, 7 49 7.0 20 0 Mack, Sut 2 10 5.0 10 0 Eason, Hou. 3 55 183 55 0 
Frazier, Chi 6 119 198 33 1 — Collins, Rams. 2 8 40 4 0 — Foley/Den, 3 47 157 29 0 
pd] Patterson, Giants 6 88 147 29 1 — Fox, Ramis 2 8 40 8 0 — Ross, KC. 3 47 157 27 0 
Green, Rams 6 84 140 t41 1 — Welch, Giants 2 8 40 8 0 Smith, Den. 3 46 153 39 0 
to Irvin, Rams 6 83 138 134 1 — Headen, Giants. 2 7 35 70 ihWKe. 3° 37 123 37 0 
Lott, SF. 6 68 113 25 0 — Cromwell, Rams 2 5 25 5 0 — Mehl Jets. 3 33 110 18 o 
Wayimer, N. 6 49 82 28 0 Anderson, G.B... 2 2 10 2 0 Bostic, Hou: 3 28 93 26 0 
Hopkins, Phi 6 36 60 124 1 Green, Wash. 2 0 00 0 0 — Cocroft, K. 3. 27 90) 2740 
Junior, St. 5 109 218 53 0 — Wattelet, N.O. / 2 0 00 0 0 — Mullen, Jets. 3 14 47 14 0 
icinard, Giants. 5 100 20.0 31 0 Jeffcoat, Dal 1 65 65.0 165 1 Clifton, Jet: 3 10 33 10 0 
Johnson, Ram 5 9 19.2 4 1 — Martin, Giants. 1 56 56.0 156 1 — Wilson, Den, 3 8 0 
7) Jordan, Wash. 5 88 17.6 36 0 — Kovach,N.O, 1 53 530 53 0 Lowe, S.D 3 6 0 
J. Turner, Mi 5 62 124 25 0 — Washington, St.l 1 48 48.0 148 1 Dale, S. 2 83 1 
Duerson, Chi 5 53 106 20 0 Shel, SF 1 33 33.0 33 0 Bellinger 2 64 0 
Pat | Fencik, Chi 5 43 86 22 0 — Kraynak, Pi 1 26 260 26 0 — E,Robinson, Se 2 47 0 
Thurman, Da 5 21 42 121 1 — Browner, T.B, 1 25 25.0 25 0 — Braziel, Clev, 2 40 0 
ik Greenwood, T. FAS ESOT NO. Redd, N.O. 1 25 250 25 0 B. Brown, Mia. 2 40 0 
Watkins, Det. 5 15 30 8 0 Lee GB. 1 23 230 23 0 Bradley, $.0. 2 36 0 
Dean, Wash. 5 8 16 8 0 Singletary, Chi. 1 23 23.0 23 0 — Merriweather, Pit 2 36 1 
Butler, Atl, 5 —4 08 0 0  Davs,TB... / 1 22 220 22 0 — K. Butler, Sea 2) 31, 35: 0 
Richardson, Chi 4 174 435 90 1 — Okewicz, Wash. 1 21 210 21 0 Davis, 5.0. 2 29 14: 0 
Hoage, N.0. 4 79 198 152 1 — Frye,All.. 1 20 20.0 20 0 Breeden, Gin 2 24 120 0 
Tp} case, Ate. 4 78 195 47 0 Harrell Det 1 20 200 20 0 — Meklroy,Raldersvwvnee 2 23. 105 0 
Hicks, 5. 4 68 170 25 0 Sul, TB... “1 20 20.0 20 0 — D, Wilson, Buff. 2 23 115 0 
+o) Fellows, Dail. 4 52 130 29 0 Lockhart, Dai 1 19 190 019 1 Easley, Sea... 2 22 1210 0 
Ells, Phil 4 32 80 18 0 Bunz, Det... 1 17 170 17 0 Green, S.0. 2 17 985.42 0 
[°)) Marstiall, Chi, 4 23 58 14 0 — Mullaney, Minn, 1 15 150 15 0 Hil Burr. 2 7 5017 0 
Bates, Dall. 4 15 38 8 0 — C.Johnson,T.6. - 1 12 120 12 0 Davis, Ind. 2 14 70 14 0 
De) Lewis, 6 4 4 10 4 0 Reasons, Giants 1 10 10.0 10 0 — Hamilton, Jets. 2 14 70 14 0 
Williamson, S. 3 137 45.7 82 1 Reichenbach, PI 1 10 10.0 10 0 — Wright, Ciev, 2 i 55 10 0 
Lee, Minn: 3 68 22.72 35 0 — Wilburn, Wash » 1 10 100 10 0 Bayless, Buff. 2 10 50 10 0 
Poe, N 3 63 21.0 140 1 Currier, Giants. 1 9 90 9 0 — Miano, Jets 2 9 45 6 0 
Johnson, Det. 3 39 130 19 0 LL. King, 5.0. 2 8 40 5 0 
Wilson, Chi. 3 35 117 123 1 Burroughs, Buff 20 tel PSS) Arid 
Cason, Atl. 3 30 100 22 0 AFC Kush, Ho 2 6 30 6 0 
Taylor, Chi 3 28 93 18 oO Lilly, Den. 2 4 20 4 0 
Graham, Det. 3 22 73 22 0 Player —Team No. Yds. 0. Swain, Pi 2 4 20 40 
Newsome, Ranis 3 20 67 20 0 Lewis K. 8 59 0 Horton, C 2 3) 5. SH9 
Clinkscale, Dal 3. 16 53 11 0 _ DANIEL, in 8 53 O Little, Pitt. 2 0 00 3 0 
Downs, Dall 3 il 11 0 Marion, WE 7 189 27.0 83 0 Toran, Raid 1 76 760 17% 1 
Kaufman, 3 10 33 10 0 — Griffin/cin, 7 116 166 33 1 Brophy, Mia, 1 41 410 41 0 
Edwards, P 3 8 27 13 1 Cherry, KC, 7 87 124 147 1 Haslett, Buf 1 40 40.0 40 0 
Teal, Minn. 3 6 20 & 0 — Romes, Buff 7 56 80 21 0 — Turner, Ci 1 40 400 40 0 
Young, St.l. 3 0 (00 0 0 — Harris, Sea 7 20 29 17 0 Seale, Raider 1 38 380 138 1 
Douglass, 6.8. 2 126 630 180 1 Jackson, Ci 6 100 16.7 t57 1 McPherson, S.b. 1 30 300 30 0 
Le. Smith, St 2 73 36.5 67 0 — Clayborn,N. 6 80 133 38 1 — H.Green,Mia. 1 28 280 28 0 
Newton, Minn, 2 63 315 63 0 — Brown,Sea 6 5B 9.7 128 1 Byrd, SB. 1 25 250 25 0 
Ekern, Rams. 2 55 27.5 133 1 — G. Blackwood, Mia. 6 36 60 17 0 Lynn, Jets. 1 24 240 24 0 
Murphy, G.B 2 50 25.0 t50 1 — Gross, Clev. 5 109 21.8 t37 1 McKinney, Raiders...... 1 22 22.0 22 0 
2 50 25.0 30 0 — Harden, Dei 5 100 20.0 t42 1 Van Pelt, Raiders. 1 22 220 22 0 
2 45 225 36 0 — Woodruff, Pit 5 80 160 33 0 — Radecic, K.c. 1 21 210 21 0 
2 42 220 138 1 — Walters, S.0. 5 71 14.2 30 0 — Hunter, Den, 1 20 200 20 0 
2 33 165 22 0 — L. Wright, Den... 5 44 88 24 0 Robinson, KC. 1 20 200 20 0 
Hill, Giants.. 2 30 15.0 30 0 — Brown Hou. 5 41 82 22 0 Green, Sea. 1 19 190 tl9 1 
Cherry, Wash. 2 29 145 22 0 — Hendy, Sit 4 139 348 175 1 We 1 18 180 18 0 
P. Williams, Giants. 2 28 140 28 0 Judson, Mia... 4 88 22.0 161 1 — Williams, 5.0. 1 7 170 17 oO 
Bess, Minn. 2 27 135 27 0 Taylor, Sea. 4 75 188 175 1 Martin, Raiders. 1 16 160 16 0 
Greene, Atl 2 27 135 27 0 OR, 4 51 128 39 0 Blackmon, NE. 1 14 140 14 0 
Scott, Dall. 2 26 13.0 126 1 — Wiliams, Pitt. 4 47 118 29 0 Riley, Hou “114 140 14 0 
Tallis, Nu 2 22 110 22 0 Shell, Pit 4 40 10.0 26 0 Cu, Weathers, Ciev. 1 9 90 9 0 
Peters, Wash 2 21 105 12 0 — Hayes, Raiders 4 27 68 127 1 
Studwell, Min 2 20 100 13 0 — Glenn Jets 4 15 38 115 1 — t—Touchdown 
Browner, Minn, 2 17 85 115 1 Lankford, Mia 4 10 25 “6 0 Leader based on most interceptions 
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Week-by-Week Schedule 


(Preseason) 
(AIL times local) 


HALL OF FAME GAME 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 
New England vs, St. Louis at Canton, 0 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
Chicago vs. Dallas at London... 
FIRST WEEK 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 
New York Giants at Atlanta. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 
Indianapolis at Seattle 
Philadelphia at Detroit. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 
Buffalo at Cleveland. 

Chicago at Pittsburgh. 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Dallas at San Diego.. 
Houston at Los Angeles Rams. 
Miami at Minnesota. 
New Orleans at Denver 
NY, Jets vs. Green Bay at Madison, Wis. 
St. Louis at Tampa Bay.. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 
Los Angeles Raiders at San Francisco. 
Washington at New Englan 


SECOND WEEK 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 
Cleveland at Miami 
Pittsburgh at Washingtor 
Seattle at Detroit. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 
Atianta at Tampa Bay. 
Buffalo at Housto 
Cincinnati at New York Jet: 
Dallas at Los Angeles Raiders 
Denver at Minnesota 
Indianapolis at Chicago 
Kansas City at St. Loui 
New England at New Orleans 
N.Y. Giants vs. Green Bay at iiiwauke 
Philadelphia at San Diego 


MONDAY, AUGUST 18 
San Francisco at Los Angeles Rams 


THIRD WEEK 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 
Minnesota at Seatth 
Pittsburgh at Dallas 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 
Buffalo at Kansas City 
Cleveland at Atlanta 
Detroit at Indianapol 
Green Bay at Cincinnati 
Miami at Philadelphi 
New England at Los Angeles Raiders 
New Orleans at Houston . 
New York Giants vs. New York Jets.. 
St. Louis at Chicago. 
San Diego at Los Angeles Rams 
San Francisco at Denver 
Washington at Tampa Ba} 


FOURTH WEEK 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 28 
Cleveland at Los Angeles Raiders 
New York Jets at Philadelphi 


S8sssssssssh 


ss 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 29 
Atlanta at Washington 

Detroit at Cincinnati 
Los Angeles Rams at Denver. 
St. Louis at San Diego.. 
Seattle at San Francisco 
Tampa Bay at Miami. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 30 
Buffalo vs. Chicago at South Bend, Ind.. 
Houston at Dallas... 
Kansas City at New Orleans. 
‘Minnesota at Indianapolis. 
New England at Green Ba) 
Pittsburgh at New York Giant: 


(Regular Season) 


FIRST WEEK 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
Atlanta at New Orleans. 
Cincinnati at Kansas City .. 
Cleveland at Chicag 
Detroit at Minnesota. 
Houston at Green Bay 
Indianapolis at New England. 


PONTMSLNE 


11. Philadelphia at Washington 
12. Pittsburgh at Seattle 
13. San Francisco at Tampé 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 


14. New York Giants at Dallas 8:00 
SECOND WEEK 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
15. New England at New York Jets. 8:00 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
16. Buffalo at Cincinnati. 
17. Cleveland at Houston.. 
18! Dallas at Detroit, 

19. Green Bay at New 
20. Indianapolis at Miai 
21. Kansas City at Seattl 
22. Los Angeles Raiders at Washington 


23, Minnesota at Tampa Bay. 4:00 

24, Philadelphia at Chicag 12:00 

25. St. Louis at Atlanta 1:00 

26. San Diego at New York Giants 1:00 

27. San Francisco at Los Angeles Rams..... 1:00 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 

28. Denver at Pittsburgh.. 9:00 


THIRD WEEK 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 
29. Cincinnati at Clevelan: 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
30. Atlanta at Dallas. 

. Denver at Philadelphia 
. Houston at Kansas City 
. Los Angeles Rams at Indian: 
Miami at New York Jets 
New Orleans at San Fra 
. N.Y. Giants at Los Angeles Ri 
Pittsburgh at Minnesota, 

. St. Louis at Buffalo 
. Seattle at New Englan 
. Tampa Bay at Detroit 
. Washington at San Diego.. 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
42. Chicago at Green Bay 


FOURTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
43. Atlanta at Tampa Ba\ 
44. Chicago at Cincinnati 
45. Detroit at Cleveland .. 
46. Green Bay at Minnesota 
47. Kansas City at Buffalo . 
48. Los Angeles Rams at Philadelphia 
49. New England at Denver. 

50. New Orleans at New York Giants 
51. New York Jets at Indianapolis. 
52. Pittsburgh at Housto 

53. San Diego at Los Angeles Raider: 
54. San Francisco at Miami 
55. Seattle at Washington... 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
56. Dallas at St. Louis 


8:00 
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100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
i. 


112. 


113. 
114. 

115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 


. Buffalo at New York Jets. 
. Cincinnati vs. Green Bay at M 
. Cleveland at Pittsburgh . 
|. Dallas at Denver.. 
. Houston at Detroit 
. Indianapolis at San Francisc 
. Los Angeles Raiders at Kansas City 
. Miami at New England 
». Minnesota at Chicago 
. New York Giants at Si 


|. Washington at New Orleans. 


. San Diego at Seattle.. 


. Denver at San Dieg 
. Detroit at Green Bay.. 
. Kansas City at Clevelan 
. Los Angeles Rams at Atlanta .. 
, Minnesota at San Francisco 
. New Orleans at Indianapolis. 
. New York Jets at New Englan 
. Philadelphia at New York Giants . 
. St. Louis at Tampa Bay 

. Seattle at Los Angeles Raiders 


. Pittsburgh at Cincinnati. 


. Chicago at Minnesota 


Detroit at Los Angeles Ram: 
. Green Bay at Cleveland 
). Houston at Cincinnati 


. New England at Pittsburgh 
}. New York Giants at Seatt! 
. St. Louis at Washington 
. San Diego at Kansas City.. 
. San Francisco at Atlanta.. 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans 


3. Denver at New York Jets 


. Atlanta at Los Angeles Rams 


FIFTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 


Tampa Bay at Los Angel 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 


SIXTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 
Buffalo at Miami 
hicago at Houst 


Washington at Dallas. 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13 


SEVENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 


Dallas at Philadelphia. 


Indianapolis at Buffalo 
Los Angeles Raiders at 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 


EIGHTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 


1986 NFL SCHEDULES 


Cincinnati at Pittsburgh. 
Cleveland at Minnesota. 
Detroit at Chicago 
Los Angeles Raiders at Houstor 
Miami at Indianapolis. 
New England at Buffalo 
New Orleans at New York Jets 
St. Louis at Dallas 

San Diego at Philadelphia. 
San Francisco vs. Green Bay at Milw.. 
Seattle at Denver 
‘Tampa Bay at Kansas Cit 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 27 
Washington at New York Giants.. 


NINTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
Aulanta at New England 
Buffalo at Tampa Bay 
Cincinnati at Detroit. 
Cleveland at Indianapol 
Dallas at New York Giants 
Denver at Los Angeles Raiders 
Green Bay at Pittsburgh... 
Houston at Miami. 

Kansas City at San Diego.. 
Minnesota at Washington.. 
New York Jets at Seattle 
Philadelphia at St. Louis, 
San Francisco at New Orleans. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
.. Los Angeles Rams at Chicago... 


TENTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
. Chicago at Tampa Bay 
| Cincinnati at Houston.. 
. Los Angeles Raiders at 
|. Los Angeles Rams at New Or 
Minnesota at Detroit 

” New England at Indianapolis. 
. New York Giants at Philadelphia .. 
. New York Jets at Atlant 

. Pittsburgh at Buffalo.. 

. St. Louis at San Francis 
" San Diego at Denver 
. Seattle at Kansas City 
. Washington at Green Bay 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
). Miami at Cleveland... 


ELEVENTH WEEK 


1986 Schedule Difficulty 


The following chart rates the strength of 1986 schedules according to the 1985 
won-lost records of '86 opponents. The number in parentheses immediately after 
each team is that club’s record for last season, while the number in parentheses 
after each column indicates how the team’s 1986 out-of-division and overall opposi- 
tion schedule ranked within the league—in terms of winning percentage—in 1985. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division (42-38, .525) 
Out oh Div. In Div. Overall 
Dallas (10-6: 594 (T 1) 500 (T13) OAL. eS) 
New York Giants (10-6) 539 (T 5) 500 (713) 520 (T 8) 
Washington (10-6). 2539 TRS) 500 (713) 520 (T 8) 
Philadelphia (7-9) 594 (T 1) 547 (_ 8) 570 (2) 
St. Louis (5-11). 328 ( 27) 578 (T 3) 453 (T26) 


Central Division (39-41, .488) 


Out of Div. In Div. Oy 


SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
. Chicago at Atlanta... 
Cleveland at Los Angeles Raiders 
. Dallas at San Diego 
. Detroit at Philadelphi 
. Houston at Pittsburgh 
. Indianapolis at New ¥ 
'. Kansas City at Denver ~ 
. New England at Los Angeles Rams. 
Miami at Buffalo... 


. Tampa Bay vs. Green Bay at Mil 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
San Francisco at Washington. 


TWELFTH WEEK 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
. Los Angeles Raiders at San Diego... 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
. Atlanta at San Francisco 
Buffalo at New England 
Dallas at Washington.. 

Denver at New York Giants 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Green Bay at Chicago. 


. Minnesota at Cincinnati. 
, New Orleans at Los Angeles Rams. 
. Philadelphia at Seattle 
~ Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
. New York Jets at Miami.... 


1986 NFL SCHEDULES 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
. Green Bay at Detroi 
|. Seattle at Dallas 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 


. Atlanta at Miami. 
. Buffalo at Kansas 
. Cincinnati at Denver 


- New England at New Orleans... 
. Philadelphia at Los Angeles Raiders 
Pittsburgh at Chicago. 

|. San Diego at Indianapolis. 
‘Tampa Bay at Minnesota 
. Washington at St. Louis.. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 
. New York Giants at San Francisco wan. 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 
. Cincinnati at New Englan 
|. Cleveland at Buffalo... 

. Dallas at Los Angeles Rams... 
. Denver at Kansas City 


San Francisco (10-6). 
New Orleans (5-11, 
Atlanta (4-12)... 
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Miami (12-4)... 
New England (11-5). 
New York Jets (11-5: 
Indianapolis (5-11). 
Buffalo (2-14 


187. Detroit at Pittsburgh 
188. Houston at San Diego.. 
189. Indianapolis at Atlanta 
190. Miami at New Orleans 
191. Minnesota at Green 
192. New York Giants at Washington. 
193. New York Jets at San Francisco 
194. St. Louis at Philadelphia .. 
195. Tampa Bay at Chicago 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8 


196. Los Angeles Raiders at Seattle. 


FIFTEENTH WEEK 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13 
197. Pittsburgh at New York Jet: 
198. Washington at Denver . 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 
199. Buffalo at Indianapolis 
200. Cleveland at Cincinnati. 
201. Green Bay at Tampa Bay 
202. Kansas City at Los Angeles Raiders 
203. Miami at Los Angeles Rams. 
204. Minnesota at Houstor 
205. New Orleans at Atlanta 
206. Philadelphia at Dalla 
207. St. Louis at New Yor 


iants.. 
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iv. 
Chicago (15-1 461 (723) 375 ( 28) 418 28) 
Green Bay (8-8).. 484 (721) 484 (18) 484 (T16) 
Minnesota (7-9). -484 (721) 500 (713) 492 (T12) 
Detroit (7-9. 461 (723) 500 (113) 480 (718) 
Tampa Bay (2-14) 375 « 25) 578 (T 3) 477 (22) 
Western Division (30-34, .469) 
Out of Div. In Div. Overall 
Los Angeles Rams (11-5) (T_9) 3% (T26) 480 (718) 


(T 9) 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division (41-39, 513) 


Central Division (27- 


Out of Div. 
513° (T13) 
538 (T 7) 
Pittsburgh (7-9) 538 (T 7) 
Houston (5-11 513 (713) 


Western Division (45-35, .563) 
Out of Div. In Div, Overall 
Los Angeles Raiders (12-4).. 523 (T11) 516 (12) 520 (T 8) 
Denver (11-5) ‘SOAS 532 TOY SSDS) 
Seattle (8-8) 570 (73) 578 (73) 574 (_ 2) 
San Diego (8-8) 523 (711) «578. (7 3) 551 (3) 
Kansas City (6-10 297 28) 609 (T 1) 453 (T26) 


. Chicago at Detroit. 


. Los Angeles Rams at San Francisco... 


. Denver at Seattle .. 


. Atlanta at Detroit 


. Chicago at Dallas. 
Indianapolis at Los Angeles Raider: 
3. Kansas City at Pittsburgh... 
. New Orleans at Minnesota 
|. New York Jets at Cincinnai 
. San Diego at Clevelan 
Tampa Bay at St. Lot 
. Washington at Philadelphia 


|. New England at Miami 


542 ( 9) 


563 vp) Lyx i 
609 (T 1) 484 (T16) 
422) 

Tn Div. Overall 
396 (T26) 469 (25) 
417 (T23) 492 (T12) 
Al7 (723) 492 (T12) 
458 ( 21) 492 (712) 


1:00 
1:00 


San Francisco at New Englani 
Seattle at San Diego..... 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 


SIXTEENTH WEEK 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 


Green Bay at New 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 


lo at Houston 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 


McMahon 
Continued from Page 10 


puts on himself. When it counts, he just 
knows he'll be ready. He always has been. 
He thrives on situations others call 
pressure. 

“That's the chance you can shine,” 
McMahon said. “You can be a goat or a 
hero, and I never thought about being a 
goat.” 

Other people thought about it at the 
Super Bowl. They probably hoped for it, 
McMahon suggested, “after the week I 
had. So I had something to prove.” 

He didn’t provoke that kind of pressure 
on purpose, he said. After the “sluts and 
idiots” controversy, McMahon admitted 
that “you had to worry about getting shot, 
getting blown up.” That’s not his kind of 
pressure. The game is his turf, his stage. 
The Patriots found out soon enough when 
the curtain went up at the Louisiana Su- 
perdome. 

“Come game time,” McMahon said, 
“there was nothing on my mind but win- 
ning that game and shoving it up their 
ass. Then you're in your own little world. 
They can’t mess with you out there. Not 
till the game's over.” 


PAYTD 


; -_ 


* Jim McMahon takes time for a victory hug with Walter Payton as the 
Chicago SunrTimes bogs Dic ese Bears near completion of their Super Bowl blitz of New England. 


with every order or COD call TOLL- 


pf 1986 sets! 


"The Nation's Most Reliable Baseball Card Dealer" 
No waiting at Howard's! We Ship Immediately! 


Featuring 1986 Sets 


1986 Topps Set (792 catds).rnen17.95 
1986 Fleer Set (660 card 17.95 
1986 Fleer Mini Set (132 cards)....10.95 
1986 O-Pee-Chee Set.. 17.95 
1986 Donruss Leaf Set. 17.95 
1986 Sport-Flics. 39.95 
1986 Star Co. Basketball Se........39.95 
1986 Topps Super 5X7 Set.-nnu-10.95 


Topps Baseball Sets 


Topps All Star Glossy Sets 


1000 Unsearched 1986 Topps 
Baseball cards! Only 20.95. 
Factory Sealed! 


Same deal, 1000 Unsearched 
1985 Topps cards! Only 25.95. 


1986 Topps 3-D (30 cards). 17.95 


Receive 50 free mixed 1984 and older 
baseball cards worth up to $10.00 with 
any above set 


Tigers, Reds, Royals.. 
‘Topps Traded Sets 


Supplies Al cards are in mint condition. We are a full time 
Protect your cards, they will increase in value | dealer and have the largest inventory in the USA. ASSIA S2eamia 
Deluxe card album......8: We are here all day and night to take your order! 
Quality 9-pocket vinyl sheets..18¢ each No waiting 6 weeks or longer! 100% return privilege! With every order over $100, receive 
100 sheets. 5 2 100 free mixed cards worth up to $20. 
Howard's Sport Collectibles This is in addition to other free offers! 
We accept VISA and Mastercard and COD orders by calling 119 E. Main St. Aisa St ts pcctons por oom sels 
1-800-457-9974, for information call 1-419-943-2612. Also, Dept. SNYB 50¢ per team set. Add $2.00 postage per 
recieve free catalog with your order or send $5.00. You can pee 
also mail in your order to the following address: Leipsic, OH 45856 100 sinylpeees #5100 peralpan 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-457-9974 Snip cart taiaaapone 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


4986 FOOTBALL FUN BOOK 
ORDER NOW! 


The Football Fun Book Contains: 
* Complete NFL Schedules 
* Complete Nat'l Television Schedule 
* Schedules of 100 Major Colleges 
% Predicted winners... . Hugh's Views 
and Dick's Picks 
* Football Trivia... Records 
%* Chance to win an autographed 
football from NFL Hall of Famer 
Hugh McElhenny. 
Send $2.50 with name and address to: 
McElhenny-Wright Production 
W, 933 Third, #206 
Spokane, WA 99204 
(509) 455-4080 


ma mm = A.S.C. “CONTACT” == = mm mm 


r 

ry FOOTBALL CAMP 1 

"Maryland & ilinois @ June, July © Boys 8-18 
“LIVE” CONTACT & SCRIMMAGES =f 

I STAFF: 25 NFL Pros, Pro Coaches, 60 College Coaches. 

For Brochure and info; Maynard Turow—SNYBP 


[Other Camps: M. 
F it 
mt om me Call (301) 871-6676 oom om om ome 


Authentic NFL “Game” Jerseys 


All teams, $44.95 + $4.95 p/h each 
Pitlclally (36-38); M (40-42), L (44-46); XL (48-50) 
Product’ National Football League 

@ Jackets @Caps T-Shirts 
Send 3100 for tllcoloe NFL catalog Fee deducted ftom Ist ord 


SPORTS 
CORNER oir ctet she 


* Interviews with the all-stars. 
* Spectacular film highlights « Full color 
Call (800) 331-1750 x226 


‘Yes, send me the following Greatest Sports Legends 
video cassettes for my sports library. I've enclosed 
$9.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling per order (NJ 
residents add 6% sales tax), 

Bart Starr 
Total Enclosed: $ 


Format: OVHS Feta 


DJohnny Unitas 
(Send your catalog 
Name 

Address 

City 


Original broadcasts of these exciting football games 

from yesteryear. 

SET #1 1957 Championship Game Detroit Lions hos! he 

Cleveland Browns. 

SET #2: 1958 Championship Game trom Yankee Ste- 

‘um. A football elassc.the Baltimore Cols ana the 

New York Giants 

‘SET#3 The 1961 NFL Championship Game featunngthe 
Green Bay Packers and tne New York Giants 

The Gianls anc Green Bay meet in Yankee 

for the 1962 NFL tie. 

SET #5. Cold and Windy Wrigley Field n Chicago, 1963 

Championship Game Bears anc Giants. 

SET $6 1968 ile game Ballimore over Cleveland 


You get three hous of ve broadcasting o! hese grat 
games fr ony $1995 er sl. Orcer als sets fr $8. 
We pay postage ana hanalng. Money back guarantee. 
Send st $500 or our gant catalog sting hunceds of 
other spars and "Old Time Rag’ Programs For same 
day service call (904) 377-7480. MasterCara/-VISA 
encouraged oF send check / money-order to BWP Radio, 
Inc. 1105 N. Main St., Suite 9E, Gainesville, FL 32601. 
Canadian residents add $5 per set 


wmeeeeweweeuee= 
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Fantasy 
Football 
Players 


See Page 151 


inside the 
SAAMI AKS 


a 
ANEW BREED OF 
SPORTS MAGAZINE 
OFFERS READERS OF 
THE SPORTING NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AT 


$17.75 


That's just 55¢ an issue. 

A $30.25 savings over 

the newsstand price. 

Subscribe now 

Mail to: and save! 
INSIDE THE SEAHAWKS 
P.O. Box 3449, 
Kirkland, WA 98033-3449 e 206/828-6538 


GPayment enclosed. Bill me later. 
OCharge my: OVISA O MasterCard 


Account # 


Exp. Date 
Signature 

Name 

Address 

City. 

statge ip 


FANTASY 
FOOTBALL FANS!!! 


Get In on One of The Hottest Games in 
Town. 9 years “Fantasy” experience 
have been utilized to produce a Year- 
book and Weekly Newsletter. From how 
to set up and manage a Fantasy Football 
League to how to have a Successful sea- 
son. Endorsed by former NFL players. 
Data, information and insights not 
available elsewhere. Committed to pro- 
viding you with the Winning Edge. For 
free brochure, write: ALL PRO PUB- 
LISHING, Dept. S, 15723 Vanowen, 
Suite 145, Van Nuys, CA 91406 
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1Aq| A Public Service of This Magazine 
& The Advertising Council 


FREE 


with your paid subscription to 
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


You'll have the professional edge with the 
SI 35mm Camera. A fixed-focus, color- 
Corrected lens ensures your pictures are 
crystal-clear. A wide range of exposure set- 
tings lets you use available lighting to the 
fullest advantage. 


To kick off the '86 season, SI is giving you 

the biggest football issue of the year—The 

College and Pro Football Spectacular. You 
can compare your 
picks with SI's 
College Top Twenty. 
Check out our NFL 


favorites with the 
reasons why. A big 
issue that packs 
football from cover to 
cover. Over 200 


pages! 


Every week you'll see the Pro and College Football seasons in brilliant color, 
PLUS, you'll get the SI 35mm CAMERA with your paid subscription. You pay 
just $1.09 an issue—over 50% off the $2.25 cover price. 


(OU ARRULE 


Send me: 

C7months (112months 124 months 4 # 
(30issues) (64 issues) (108 issues) 

Name (please print) 

Address Apt. No. 


Ciy 


State Zip 

Ci Payment enclosed. Send me my FREE SI 35mm CAMERA. 

Bill me later. Send my FREE SI 35mm CAMERA as soon as you receive my 
payment, 

Slis published weekly, except for two issues combined in 


‘one at year-end and occasional special issues. This offer 
good in the U.S. only. SI's basic rate is $1.09. STAHSD8 


Every week you'll see the Pro and College Football seasons in brilliant color. 
PLUS, you'll get the SI 35mm CAMERA with your paid subscription, You pay 
just $1.09 an issue—over 50% off the $2.25 cover price 


Send me: 
O7months  (112months (124 months 
(@0issues) (64 issues) (108 issues) 


Name (please print) 


Address Apt. No. 


iy 


State Zip 

(CO Payment enclosed. Send me my FREE SI 35mm CAMERA. 

(Bill me later. Send my FREE SI 35mm CAMERA as soon as you receive my 
payment. 

lis published weekly, except for two issues combined in 


one at year-end and occasional special issues. This offer 
good in the U.S. only. SI's basic rate is $1.09. STAH5D8 


| 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60672-2059 


1 

1 

1 

q 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

H 

1 

ee ee 

a 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL ===! 

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO, 85403, CHICAGO IL =a ! 

1 

SRE es 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE Ses H 
Eee 

1 

See | 

ers | 

SE 

541 NORTH FAIRBANKS COURT Ses 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60672-2059 a | 

1 

1 

Lilo ldasesdDasdessteabelestal saalelelatecnllel : 

i 

a oe aS a ae Eee eer ee 4 

1 

=e | 

a 

| | | | NOPOSTAGE ! 

NECESSARY = 

IF MAILED 1 

IN THE j 

UNITED STATES | 

—EE————E~_—_ __! 

Sas 

BUSINESS REPLY MAL —_=—== | 

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 85403, CHICAGO [Ls 

ee 

ase 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE Es H 

i= 1 

REE | 

1 

ee 

eas! 

Dense) H 

541 NORTH FAIRBANKS COURT eee 

Seed 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 


Send me 30 issues of The Sporting News. 
Bill me later for just $14,97,, .half off 
the regular subscriber rate. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS, 


TTY Cate eS OPA nn Se PY 


‘Canada add $11.00 for subscription postage. 
Other foreign rates on request. imines 
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Motorcraft races with success on Sunday. 
to give you dependable performance every day. - a 


Motorcraft quality parts are tested on some of the world’s toughest racetracks on 
Sunday, so you're not tested during the rest of the week. 

High-performance racing cars that generate about 600 horsepower demand tough. 
quality parts. So does your car. And Motorcraft spark plugs, filters, batteries and motor 
oil help deliver top performance on the racetrack on Sundays and on the highway every 
day of the week. 

Motorcraft quality parts have been installed as original equipment in more than 35 
million Ford, Mercury, Merkur and Lincoln cars and Ford light trucks. But no matter 
what kind of car or truck you drive, there's only one logical choice. Quality Motorcraft 
parts from Ford—so you'll know you're getting reliable original-equipment quality 
replacement parts. Race-proven parts. Trustworthy parts. Motorcraft, of course. 


Quality parts for all makes of cars and trucks. 


EXCEEDS THE NEED 


Buckle up—together we can save lives. 


Milds Box, 121mg. “tar”, 1.0 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FIC method. 


188W co SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


Milde 


LOWTAR MENTHOL 


